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Philippians 2:3-4

“Do nothing from selfish ambition or
conceit, but in humility count others more
significant than yourselves. Let each of you
look not only to his own interests, butalso to
theinterests of others.”
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MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR

Brethren, you will notice an obvious fact as you peruse
this first issue of Volume 96 of the Cable Tow, the official
publication of our Grand Lodge. Beyond the size, which is
an 8.5¢m X 11cm typical magazine format, the look and
feel is also different. And this is deliberate.

Being now at the helm of the Cable Tow operations, it is
my aspiration to make the activity of reading our
Fraternity's publication an enjoyable experience. It is my
hape that our brethren will not only read the pages out of
concern that they might lose out on important information
contained therein, but also because the experience of
doing so is pleasant; the mood of wanting 1o sit back,
raise one’s feet and sip that caffeine-rich coffee as one
browses through the richness of each page is intrinsically felt

To succeed in this aspiration our Cable Tow needed a
reboot. The team bumed the candie at both ends in order
achieve the new look and feel amidst the rigors of having
to meet the tight deadline of getting this first issue out
within a few weeks after the Ancom 2019.

One of the key things we agreed upon in the team was to
make the new Cable Tow a product of an inclusive
approach. And by inclusive we meant having to source
out news and fealure articles from all over the archipelago
and aspire for geographical balance. You will thus read
materials coming from many nooks and comers of our
country contributed by brethren from those places.

‘Secondly, we also agreed that where deemed pivotal, we
will not break tradition. You will therefore note that in this
first issue of Volume 96, we certainly again gave
significant airtime to the new Grand Master and his
theme, and the key events in the last Ancom in CDO.

On to the new things. We are introducing new items here
suich as a Masonic crossword puzzle and a comic Strip.
As a breath of fresh air, we are featuring several articles
that touch upon human interest such as inspiring stories,
of brothers in dire straits who benefitted from the long and
sturdy cable tow of another brother. Moreover, we will be
introducing a space called “Worthy Brother-In-Focus” in
the sueceeding issues to highlight a noteworthy brother.

"Being now at the helm of the Cable Tow
operations, it is my aspiration to make the
activity of reading our Fraternity's publication
an enjoyable experience.”

This rebooted Cable Tow will also now be a vehicle for
nostalgic journeys, and we will take readers to travel back
in time not enly to reminisce vital events in our Masonic
history but also revisit tattered pages of communiques in
the days of old

Under the: principle of mcluswenessand participation, our
team will be working with the ict Secretaries who will
be appointed as official news correspondum,s all through-
out the jurisdiction. We will also reach out to the lodges
overseas o make sure that the Gable Tow will be truly
inclusive

To encourage those who might need a litlle pmddlng
ontributors of published arlicles, crossword puzzles,

onry-related jokes, facloids, etc. will receive a very
iful Gable Tow token. Name your size.

fliciive comments are also most welcome, as we do
avor to keep elevating the qu
ues as we progress into this term.

Abrazos muy fuerte!
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The year was 1992

Jun, a brother freemason from Mindanao, usually stayed at
the Grand Lodge of The Phiippines hostel whenever he
traveled to Manila. This was his customary practice rather
than staying i a hotel. Foremost, it was inexpensive, but
more importantly he hoped of meeting new brethren in the
course of his stay. He would often stay ovemight afler
attending to business and fly home the following day.

Brother Jun was again in Manila. He was again at the

hostel. It would have been his typical GLP hostel stay,

albeit this particular day was Christmas eve. And a typhoon

was battering his province in Mindanao. As with any other

Christmas-loving Filipino, Brother Jun desperalely lried

verything and at all cost to fly home as he wanted to

brate Noche Buena with his family. But how could he?

hts going home were all cancelled. He tried booking

via circuitous routes via Cebu, Davao and other
neighboring provinces but all these were for naught.

Night fell over GLP. Everybody was already home for
Noche Buena; except Brother Jun who was stuck and all
alone at the Grand Lodge. He didn't want to go up to his.
1. Besides the frustration ,he
has heard Stories of ghosts residing at the premises;
perhaps brethren of the past. He was worried of a spectral
fraternal grip, 50 he decided to stay a litle bit more at the
lighted lobby of the old Grand Lodge building.

God saw him in his precicament, and a man approached
him as he stood there by his lonesome. It was another
freemason, Brother Dado. He asked Brother Jun why, a
few hours shy of Christmas, was he sl in the
already-deserted Grand Lodge compound. And there he
leamed of the typhoon, the cancelled fighis and the
lonesome:brother about to spend Chrisimas without his
family for the first time.

As it is inculcated in us, masons are the brothers we
choose. We may not be blood-related, but we are brothers.
We are family. And as family, we brothers help ach other.

So Brother Dado stayed with Brother Jun, At this time,
there appeared another brother. Learning of the situation,
the newly-amrived brother invited the both to his house in
Pasay for dinner. There they ate the traditional Christmas
fare. Brother Jun, despite his quandary, allowed himself to
be entertained. He was, after all, with his brothers. At the
stroke of midnight, Brother Jun was surprised as the family
of the host brother sang, “Happy Birthday, Jesus! Happy
Birthday, Jesus!..", instead of the traditional Christmas

cerol, That Clrigtmas, whie It uss s fist ime being
mify, Brother Jun was comforted by mason

as they can do so. As Christmas day

r Jun parted ways with his brothers and

al.,
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“This was al but a bitter-sweet memory. The two brothers:
never saw each ofher again; not until after 24 years at the
Annual Communication 2016 in Tagaytay.

The house in Pasay where the two brothers went was that
of Very Worshipful Rafael Roxas of F. D. Roosevelt
Memorial Lodge No. 81, Past District Deputy Grand
Master of Masonic District NCR-D.

Brother Dauo is Very Worshipful Diosdado Melegrito of
Labong Lodge No. 59, Past District Deputy Grand Master
of Masonie Detrict NCR.E,

Brother Jun is Most Worshipful Agapito Suan, Jr., of
Macajalar Lodge No. 184, the 102nd Grand Master of The
Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free & Accepted Masons
of The Philippines.

Grand Master Suan has sang, ‘Happy Birthday,
with his family every Christmas since that memorable’
night. And it made him firmly believe that even in situations
where he may be alone, desperale and separated from his
family, he knows that he wil find mason brothers to fly to his resief.

(This story was told by Grand Master Suan during the 60th
birthday celebration of Very Worshipful Melegrito last 8
January 2018. They became very close since they bumped
into each other again at the 2016 AnCom in Tagaytay. Very

Worshipful Melegrito is currently Most Worshipful Suan's.

Deputy Chief of Staff. The Grand Master jokingly but
endearingly said, | may be called ‘Most Worshipful® but
Kuya Dado is the *Most Powerful”)



MASONIC CROSSWORD PUZZLE

ACROSS

1.2nd Degree

8. Masonic Law Book
10. Blue-Green

1. Mutineer

Contributed By: Bro. Michael Jaldon

19. Vocal sound

13. Masonic symbol of industry
16. Indefinite articie
17. Lower part of intestines (acj. form)

21. Famous prose posm in 19205
25. Design, Build, Operate

26. Flower part
27. Structure
28. Long period of time

29.___ de Saint Jeannet
30. Essence of 24-inch guage
31. General Electric

@

2. Last Will
3. Thursday
34. Emergency

@

©

5. Electrical resistance pl
38. Terribled0. Rairoad Earth (band)
41. Strange

43. Egyptian Deity

Charged molecule

45. Enemies of Gilead
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47. What happened to the secret
48.One Is (French)

49. Preposition

50. Brew

52. Type of column (2nd Degres Lect)
53. All55. Censar free speech

56. Habiliments of MMs

DOWN
1. EAM Degree 14. Female family apartments (Middle East)  36. Widow's son
2. Trees source 15. Vanuatu's coin 37. Spes _in Deo Est Crossword Puzzle
3. On The Line 20. Wind instrument 38. Adore39. Curvy letter contributors are
4. Pronoun 22. Environmental Sustainabilty Index 40. Cold River in Spain welcome! Tokens.
6. Ralph Lauren 23. Gobbled 42. Tyler's implement await! Email to:
7. Where ears.of com come from 24, Initiates 43. Clue el A AT
8. Me when in Paris 26. Lead 46. Twelve per annum E"\BII.COI’“
9. Industrious worker of the Queen  30. Theme 47. Toilet
12. East North East 33, Toilsome 51. Carpet
13. Surety 34, God of desire 52. Condiment
35. Hindu community in Uttarakhand
YANGKOW
YANGKOW BERI, FORGOT Ay NOT A PROBLEM, Bz,
BAKIT WATS ~ BLACK SEES | 40T Mo Lo BLack ﬂﬂ @ME“@ME'&
o

SOCKS MD Sy 1BABA]
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FOUNDATIONS OF A TRUE MASON

Chanity

Among those Masonic virtues practiced by the members of
the Craft, “Charity” shines the brightest, so to speak. This is
s because, among others, it is our sworn duty to help our
worthy fraternal brethren wherever they may be found.
Thus, when we were first conferred the Entered Apprentice
degree, the Conferral Master inculcated in our minds the
solemn duty to relieve our distressed worthy brethren
under the following circumstances: “should you find @
friend particularly o worthy brother masen in as destitute
condition as that in which you now stand, it is your
indispensable duty to relieve him so far as you can do so
without serious injury to yourself.”

In the lecture of the same degree, we were taught that
Faith, Hope, and Charity are our direct link to the Celestial
Lodge above through that “theological ladder” which
Jacob, in his vision, saw reaching from earth to heaven, “but
the greatest of these is Charity. For our Faith may be lost in
sight, Hope ends in fruition, but Charity extends beyond the
grave through the boundless realms of eternity.”

The importance of Charity to us Masons was further
underscored during the perambulation in the conferral of
Fellowcraft degree, thus: “Though | speak with the tongues
of men and of angels, and have not charity, | am become as
sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal. And though I have the
gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all
knowledge; and mnuqh 1 have all faith, so that I could
remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. And
though | bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I
give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth
me pothing. Charity suffereth long and is kind; Charity
envieth not, Charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up,
doth not behave itself unseemly; seeketh not her own, is not
easily provoked, thinketh no evil, rejoiceth not in iniquity,
but rejoiceth in the truth; beareth all things, believeth all
things, hopeth al things, enjureth all things. And now
abideth faith, hope, and charity, these three, but the
greatest of these is charity.”

Undeniably, the Obligations that we tock at the Altar
demand from us nothing less than the duty to aid and assist
ALL distressed worthy brother Master Masons, their
widows and orphans, wherever they may be found, and on
certain conditions.

Indeed, Charity is the foundation of a true Mason. “It is
Action and the chief virtue and the first law of a Mason.”
(18" Degree, ARASR) It reminds us that in our search for
the truth in our Masonic journey, and in our quest for
Masonic knowledge and wisdom, we must all be men of
action and not merely of words.

Bro. Joselito C. Frial

It teaches us to discharge our duties towards our fellowmen
because they are duties, and expect nothing in return; to do
unto everyman that which we expect him to do unto us; that
dignity and importance are attached to work and those who
perform it; and that, it is by our actions that we are put right
with the Great Architect of the Universe not by Faith or Hope.
alone. Italso reminds us that knowledge without its application
is of little or no value.

“...Faith, Hope, and Charity are our

direct link to the Celestial Lodge
“theological

that
which Jacob, in hi

above through

ladder”
saw reaching from earth to heaven,

“but the greatest of these is Charity.”

In his Grand Oration (1915), entitled Freemasonry in Action,
WE George H. Harvey proclaimed that, “Charity is the
preeminent virtue, the possession of which in its fullest
signification marks the perfect Mason. Charity in its highest
and noblest sense includes all other virtues, and in its exercise
all right thought and action are employed. But the thought of
charity is too much associated with almsgiving, financial aid,
and gssistance.” He also professed that “Charity, in its true
meaning, is affection and love, an active as well as a sentient
force in all that pertains to our mortal existence.”

In the higher Masonic degrees, we are admonished “to be
charitable with the goods that the GAGTU gives us, keeping
always in mind the poor and the needy. By generous giving, we
“liberate ourselves from the illusion that the accumulation of
wealth is the purpose of life.” (20° Degree, ARASR)

Finally, let us not forget that even the poorest amang us must
practice the virtue of “Charity” by giving part of his time,
effort, and energy, to assist not only his distressed worthy
brother, but every fellowman who needs his assistance, in his
own little way, and despite his own need and condition. As a
inguished brother once said, “he who is poor but gives part
of his time gives part of himself. In that sense, he gives more
than a rich man who gives but part of his wealth.”

After all, “it's not how much we give but how much love we
put into giving” (Mother Teresa) that matters most.

5



In Blue Lodges or Ancient Craft Masonry, the Masonic virtue
of HUMILITY is seldom discussed, and oftentimes neglected.
In fact, there is dearth of teachings found in our Monitor that
directly points to humility as one of our cardinal virtues or
Masonic tenets. In the Grand Orations from 1912 up to the
present, the virtue of humility had been hardly discussed. The
first time that humility became the subject of prescribed
Masonic education was only in October last year. Hence, |
cannot blame a District Grand Lecturer, who delivered the
prescribed Masonic education in a Lodge where | attended,
when he quipped that he could not find enough materials to
support an-depth discussion of the Masonic virtue of
Humility. |, too, suffered the same experience.

A discerning mind, however, will understand that our rituals
teach us to practice humility right from the start of our
Masonic initiation. Arguably, | can confidently claim that the
first lesson taught to us in Masonry is humility, buttressed by
the following indubitable facts.

As 2 petitioner, we had our first taste of Masonic initiation
inside the preparation rcom. It was the time when the
stewards “divested us of all minerals and metals, and so
much of our clothing that, we were neither naked nor clad
barefoot nor shod. We were also hoodwinked, and then a
cable tow was placed around our neck’. We did not
understand why we were made to suffer that way, but we
neither complained nor resisted because at the back of our
minds we knew that it was part of our Masonic journey, as all
brothers have done who have gone that way before. Under
ordinary circumstances, however, we would not allow other
people to trifle with our person or feelings much less demean
us by stripping us of our garments, and more. A closer look of
that part of our ritual will readily show that the same sought
10 teach us the virtue of HUMILITY.

Soon after we had been duly and truly prepared, and when
we knocked for the first time on the portals of Freemasanry,
we were told “to woit o time with patience, until the
Worshipful Master in the East is informed of our request and
his answer returned.” While we were admonished to “wait®
and to be “patient”, we were actually taught to be humble.
Remember that Humility is the quality of being humble,
patient, respectful, and amiable

Inside the Lodge, while we were still hoodwinked, unable to
see and anticipate what would be required of us, we
entrusted our fate to our guide whom we did not know at the
time. The rite of circumambulation was exemplified with our
eyes covered, led only by our guide. Again, that part of our
ritual taught us the virtues not only of HUMILITY, but
obedience and submission,

When we were given the Charge of the MM degree, we were
admonished in the following manner: “To your inferior in
ranks you are to recommend obedience and submission, to
your equals, courtesy and affability, and to your superiers,
kindness and condescension.” " It teaches us to prepare
ourselves to command by learning to cbey; and to respect
others, but must also have self-respect.

CAavify &J \/é[umti[ity

FOUNDATIONS OF A TRUE
MASON

In mher Masonic degrees, we are instructed that “as
, our duty is r than our brethren
mmt iis pride and seff-conceit), but bettar than ourseles
(humility). The more we have, the more we owe to those
who need our assistance.” By the practice of Humility we
learn that “Tis nobler to err and thereafter willingly to
admit the error and to make amends, than never to err at
all”

Why should humility, along with charity, be the foundation
of a true Mason? It is my humble submission that the
practice of humility is the first step towards the acquisition
of truth, a potent weapon against pride, the most vicious
of human passions and sins.

Remember that “pride and vanity, the opposites of
humility, and labeled as the father of all sins, is the
hardest of the human passions te subdue. It leads to every
ather vice: it is the complete anti-God state of mind. Pride
is understood to sever the spirit from God, as well as His
life-and-grace-giving Presence.” (Mere Christianity. by C.5.
Lewis)

Bro. Benjamin Franklin has this to say about pride: "n
reality there is, perhaps no one of our natural passions so
hard to subdue as pride. Disguise it, struggle with i, stifle
it, mortify it as much as one pleases, it is still alive and will
every now and then peep out and show itself; you will see
it, perhaps, often in this history. For even if I could conceive
that | had completely overcome ft, | should probably be
proud of my humility.”

1t may not be amiss to state that “when pride comes, then
comes dugmu,
:2)

but with humility comes wisdom.”
(Proverbs 11

“Pride and vanity, the
opposites of humility,
and labeled as the father
of all sins, is the hardest
of the human passions to
subdue. It leads to every
other vice: it is the
complete anti-God state
of mind.”

C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity



Recognizing the Indispensable Role of Freemasonry in
the Foundation of the Filipino Nation™

Teodoro Kalaw IV, CSGL PGO PDDGM™*

Esaq. [Phil,, NY, & USSC], CBC [APEC], PREC, PREA, PREB, C. Arb,, Accred, Med.,
CCEP-,CSPIFCIAM, FSIAM, FHKIA, FICD, FPIArb, FAADR, GAICD, IPA, CSEEB.S. (AUMU)‘
DipICArb (CIArb), M.PA. (Univ. Phi.), MB.A. (Kellogg & HKUST)
M.St. (Cambridge), J.0. (AdMU), LL M. (Harvard)

L Freemasenry and Public Perception

Ignorance and prejudice have long been both the bane of
Freemasons as well as a source for their persecution regardiess of

of the United Grand Ladge of England, “Enough is Enough” (Staples,
2018), highi is soclal insttul

Such definition is founded upen the concept of “regularity”
mator. Reguiary”in ha Masonic word basicaly

the European Court of Human Rights to preserve their rights to privacy
against atiempts to make public disclosure of membership mandatory
(Ibid). In the United States, De Hoyos & Morris (2004) provide an
anintiaiog scrount of ot comc st o diparage o dcrodt
the Frateity, buill in many cases on nothing more than fictional
“The Philippines is no exception. Despite the fact that the late

Enmilio Aguinaldo has highlighted that “[tlhe successful Revolution of
1896 was masonically inspired, masonically led, and masonically
executed" (Causing. 1968 p. 27), material and discussion on the role of
0 sl hotilioe oo a5 Eesariaconty i loes Wk s and

United Grand Lodga of England, e “mather” grand lodge from ichai

192" BasicPrincipies of Grand Lodge Funegmlm\ (Kalaw, Ed., 2012
B8, 22:25) Ganversal, 1h0so that clam o be or onervisd idontty
themseives to masons but do not follow these
Denchmarks $houla nol bo confusad with regulr Froomasony as wa
know ttoday in the Philippines.

is that Freemasonry both complements one’s religious faith and is
experiential in nature. In much the same way that a code of ethics or

instructional material: sparse o g not sought
Hustrative of
resolution of the Grand Lodge of the Philippines that was unanmiously
passed nits Annual Communication of 1

choices, Freemasonry serves to supplement the moral code of ane's
religious faith, and not replace one's own ralgion. It oes 5o by offering

This means that one cannot tuly comprehend what this philosophy

BE T RESOL Thiry-  leaches by just reading interpretations of it as, in the “Craft’,
hereby condemns tha intolerance Shown in the attempis 1o ban the
¢ Hence, slegations that the phiasaphy treats reiion a3
and patriot, on Jose Rizel, irrelevant o inherently ridiculous.  What
ofthe Malayrace: . (GLP 2012ap. 241 eotanoiry skuply 1oachos s Bt whil
! f -241) wikanaouy find wcominitisd Rodai Catholoand anclacan Axle
. Dofining Regular Freemasonry Muslim, they should go about praclicing their respective faiths and
Exsomialy el o s prcted by e i evangelizing others in a manner that s guided by civilty and tolerance.
ey e Y or Freemasonry, true religious conversion results from convincin
Lodge of Free Masons of the Philippines, “Freemasonny”  oomer et bl a9

e heinetna e it oot fraternity of free and rational men

particularly applied by of medieval

adhere to such because the coercer deems it his or her divine right (o
force such adherence. Tragically, as hisiory so often repeatedy

comprehensive ethical system for good men to mentor each other to
come even betier men within the ecumenical context of their

respecivefaiths” (Kalaw, E4. 20120, p. 27) Apiivals though non-secrel

organization,

religious and commil themselves 1o a Ifelong journey of sludy and

religious extremism in its many forms continues to stil
persist(See Kressel, 2007).

On a final nota, the definition also discredits the notion foisted

by conspiracy theorists and other fringe groups that Freemasanry is

“sécrecy”. as the

definiion highiights, Is essentially the value of privacy 5o essentil in

he eyes of i
of brothery love (mentarship), relief (etrpaih‘f 1'a perspective for the
‘other), and truth (rational contemplation).

Ining, e irlerprled by s pracitioners. As apty desorbed by the
eminent historian Teodoro |

** The aulhoris the immediale past Grand Oralor of the Grand Lodge of the Pripines, having
Loet nd M £NCR.F

dRizal Province),

updatedihe
n2012,Cne

official Centeniai hstory

GLPsoffcial cypha Sirs
Furcred YoarsfGramarshe” ndu-ll-ancumcmlhudmél?-lﬁdﬂuﬂ*bwlhzﬂﬁ e o e Bl DL e Ao

o Tocoro M, K ecet ek ONMEY e Ged Lo
Phicpies, nemet Lo 08550l thoUnlied T




?umpizing the :-'ndispmsabk Role of Erscmasanvy ...(eont. from page 7)

Ui cnidth Masorry s 5 socred cogminli, yet sscals b the

trict sense of the word, have no place in our Order. True we
practios sacrecy. buf only for the piipose of preventing s and
maiicious talk. Wo profer that we what we quitiy
withaut vulgar display, without Gonceit, becaus charity, brotharly

love, , and
are nevermada for public acclaim. (Herrera, Pub., 1983, p. 115)
[ The Relevance of Freemasonry in Our History:

3llustrative Gomnerstanes

Itis not the paint of this paper to exhaustively summarize the
contributions.of this social institution and its pracitioners o our national
ife. Such is for more comprehensive works (1o ilustrate, see Kalaw,
2012a). Suffice it o highlight three Important areas that do not receive
sufficient and accurate treatment in current historical textbooks and
works of popularhistory.

1. Motivating

The successful Revolution of 1896 was masonically inspired,
masonically led, and masanically executed. And | venture {o say

exercise one's religion that we enjoy to this very day. Del Rosario's
proposal won by one vote, effectively his own. (Agoncillo, 1980 pp. 241-
249; See also Zalra, 1999 pp. 18-19)

Facilitating Filipinization of Natianal Leadership Through

Fraemasonry as a social institution also facilitated the
assimilation of Filipinos into American Golonial Rule, positivaly
influencing both the character and pace of Filpinization due to personal
bonds formed between American colanial officials and local Filipino
leaders.

Perhaps one of the best examples of such positive influence
was the readiness of American masons to effectively hand over the
Grand Lodge they created from their lodges charlered by the Grand
Lodgeof California to Fi

advont of American colonial rue. Despit the presence and seniority of
Filipino lodges, Americans who were Freemasons had no quaims
‘organizing their own ladges with charters granted by the Grand Lodge of
Caifomnia, leading to the formation of what is now known as the Grand

was an achievement we awe, largely, to masonry and the
wasons. - Emilio Aguinaldo (Causing, 1969 5. 27)

oo for
e Masonic

ek of: coooantal mswmy - as taught and prachced by those

Tinine omecuves and advecacies of the Prvpaganae Movement, came
to serve as the three foundations of Philippine nationhood (Kalaw,
20120; See also Fajardo, 1998a pp. 65-90; Schumacher, 1991 pp. 156-
177;and Kalaw, 1956 Stevens Trans.):

* A Unified Campaign for Reforms - The Propaganda Mavement,
primarily through such Freemasons, was the first to faciltate an
organized and unified campaign against the abuses of the Spanish
imperial regime and the local church hierarchy.

+ Liberal Ideals of Public Governance - The Propaganda
Movement, primarily through such Freemasons, iniliated discussion
that would lead 10 the eventual adoption of iberal ideals that would

h

« Theseparation of church and state;

* Enforcement of mnuammm parsoral frosdoms (rlgion
speech, press, assen

* Regulaon ofbesic ‘sducation by the State, as agains by the
religious orders; an

+ Equality ahdfrﬁlelm\yoiMankmdunderlnw

+ AGenuine Sense of Nationhood - Directly because of the above
and most significantly for our history, the Propaganda Movement,
primarily through such Freemasons, first conceptualized the need
1o foster a genuine sense of nationhood from formerly disperse
regional nterests.

2 Ensuring Religious Tolerance at the National Level

During the first Gongress of our Republic at Malolos, Bulacan
in 1899, delegates were presented with an inilial draft of our first
Consii i ion ofthe Roman C. i

official religion of our country. Fully understanding the sirategic:
implications of such @ policy, Which would effectively isolate not just
Musiims but even oiher Chrislians from the mainstream of our society,
the mason Tomas G. Del Rosario organized a campaign to reject such

Lodgs of Frae. Masons of ippines on 19 December
1912. Yet these same American lodges eventually welcomed Filipino
lodges more than twice their number into their fold on 13 February 2017.
The newly admitted Filipinos — in tum demonstrating their own
commitment to the core tenets of Masanic philosophy — opted to
unanimously retain the then American Grand Master, Willam H. Taylor,
for another year in office. An unwritten understanding then ensued, If
‘one visits today Aguinaldo Hall i the Plaridel Masonic Temple in Mani

from their very own portraits one will see an unbroken altemate
succassion (with the exception of World War Il of American and Filipino
grand masters from 1917 1o 1974, at which point there was no American
worthy and willing to serve as Grand Master. (Councell, 2002, pp. 37-49:
Seb b6 Kalaw, 1956 Slevens Transl. and Fajordo, 1999, pp. 37.78)

Forces Influencing Error in Philippine Historical Works

this
‘social institution 1o whal is misrepresented, three illustrative cases are
fiered to describe three readily identifiable forces that prevent the

factually
the contribution of Freemasonry in the creation and subsequent
developmentofthe Filipinanation-state.

1 Incomplete or Dubiaus Sourcing

The first of these foroes relates o relying on too few or dubious sources
by historical wrilers who are not in fact members of this social institution.
While it can be argued by some that having such an “outside” perspeciive
supposedy coribis o echolry cbjecivey end detschnent, such
inst

10 2 cstablished natworks on (ha subjact,groater e lenges in vatting
and judging supposed sources obtained, and potential significant
difficuities in properly comprehending and contextualizing credible
sources.

A contemporary example of such faulty scholarship can be

[sic] i
the Philippines”, Relying aimost solely on the Bulletin of Spain's Grand

The American interiude of 1917-1919 is & bit unciear. Thers is a

explanations given. The first impression is that the European war

desired
the startof the year 1914, when commun/cations were aboul fo be
Aoff... lbic, i

(Cantiytiea on Page, %),




THE GRAND MASTER'S INAUGURAL SPEECH

103rd Annual Communication, Cagayan De Oro City, 2019

: Wow! WHAT A BEAUTIFUL PRESENTATION. Thank you very much Bro. John del Bando and Bro. Goloo
Menghrajani for thac very inspiring and uplifting video production. 1 have never thought I would become a movie star one
i dayuntil Bros. John and Goloo came.

MW Sirs, d Our Lovely and lumi ters, friend: s, Ladies and gentle

To God be the glory for the great things he has dofie to me, for blessing/this lowly Mason with all this honor and prestige of so
high and venerable a position.

. b It B fall,

50, please allow me to thank fora while the many i de thi reality -avery
l special day in my life.
] Firtand foremost, allow me to take this opportunity to perctaly thank the Installing team led by our Grand d oslling Officer
Rizal D. Aportadera for aceeding to my persanal request. Together with MW Santiago T. Gabionza Jr

Llr:mnmn und MW Bablo . Ko - 45 the Avitent G Mot of Ceremonics, thel dexterty and diigence in our ancient
‘ot ; d dignified

“This installation ceremony is doubly meaningfil to-me, Twenty-seven years ago, in 1992, T was installed Worshipful Master of my

Mother Lodge, Macajalar Masonic Lodge No, 184, Tt was no less than the Deputy Grand Master at the time who had come here in

Cagayan de Oro City himself and insalled me into office. And that was MW Rizal D Aportaders, and now he again installed me, 15
Srand Master. For the second time, thank you very much, Moss Worshipful Rizal D: Aportadera!

have traveled
B i o Auslmlu, the United s‘m, Esrope, Cuul, Tafvaz, g, 0 e be s u hisevesing. e
P

And of course, My highest appreciation and thanks to the Appendant Bodies and Allied Organizations, Brethren and Sisters of the
two Masonic Districts here Cagayan de Oro, Misamis Oriental and Camiguin, ably led by the indifatiguable, VW Isidro “Bong” V.
Butaslac, ], the convention director for making this ANCOM 2019 a resounding success and the ceremonial ircetor of this Grand
Installarion, Hlustrious Bro. Edgardode Veyra.

T —

Al of you have tirelessly prepared very hard for this historic event. You have
exemplified as always the Masonic dictum of “who best can work and best agree.” To
all i breth

commendaions.

And 1o all the generous Brethren who donated: the lechon: bakas; sashimis, drinks,
daghan kaayong salamat, maraming salamat sa inyong lahat, To my team meml
from Manila, Brothers Marlon-Castor, Dado to, Lini Hernando, Gerard
Ceballos, Jeffry ¢ Cn, Manny Edqu.va!. Oliver Yabur, irl Teddy Kalaw, Raffy
Gualberto, Raiier Lorenzo, Tuguegarao Brethren led by Brother Emos Interior,
mxnmmgnhmzu: myongh.haz

Thave:
ks yea. Andito i ba Iuy:s:ya,m Bro. Sonny Angira. I fact this coming Ancom in

Pangarap Lodge No, 448,
mo yungl’auakal’ sadulc.mgnmwmANGARA[Bmd Kalmalang ha!

While ] canmor mention alyous names toaight, lese accep my mos: bearfl
o 103rd Annual C:
event. Not to be left out of course is my admired and respected mentor MW Peter
U Lim Lo Suy! For the Wisdom be has shared generously allthis time, daghan
salamat MW Sir. And to the Brechren of ny Mother Lodge, Macajalar Lodge No.
184, for cultivating and nurturing my Masonic life that has lead me 1o the Grand
Oriental Chair, daghan kasyosalamat!

Allow me at this point to thank and acknowledge some very special guests
panisday(fom LsSale Univtsity Ozaniz e iniuion hat s pped

uluuummymmysmmad thmmvhnmlshzmr_huhmmr,
they's led by their Presic Jimmy Dal

g



To all my business associates, clients, corporate executives, for

me when I was sill starting out as a nobody, for your
unselfish trust in our business dealings that endowed me with the
morale and the material capacity to take o this tremendous
challenge, T honestly do not know how to thank you enuu;l: Sma
Brothers Tony Cang, MW Peter U, Lim LoSuy, WB Li

Theswanisasymbolf g love, iy, pacaership procetion
and peace. Swans which customarily fly in *V™ formation when in
lock, offer us clasic lessons on chariy, humility and shared value,
Iy, my name being Agapito comes from the Greek word
Awapms (Agape:u:) which means “Beloved . It also connotes
In

i = iy ot s WB iy Ting, cy're hm, ]

Locsing, Al Manus, and many athe

To my sister, Manang Luzvills, mga pamangkin, caring relatives for
thank Tlove

youvery, very much.
And o this unforgettable family, TEROA FAMILY, I won't forget
your generosity for harboring me during those times when I have
‘nothingto spare, while studying in Ozamis City.

And lastly, to Freemasonry, you my brother MASONS, I have said this
‘numerous times, of which I won't ever get tired of repeating, that 1am.a
secipientof e Msonic

e Biblei s thehighestof h four typesfove,

1f we combine AGAPITO and swan, it means, a beloved white Bird,
here in the Philippines , kilala natin ito. Ito ang SILVER SWAN!
Number 1l okingly)

Charity and
roofferyou, my
ON CHARITY:

educancn. the envtonment - by way of planig more o
ancial management, to name

Fightigh some of my. faship progeams, w1 balirs e 1.&

changing. ¢ 2016 Ancom in Tagaytay City, [

the delegutes, thar those Brethren !u"enng from Geblivsing

illneses, including those permanently disabled exempted

from paying their annual dues withous prejudice i application

possizgers by
the sphere of my od
recurn, thank you,thank youmga Brothers.
Masonry really works wonders in the lives of a Mason, and I'm
forever grateful to for bei in making
my life fruitful and meaningful.
Toallof you, I’ nd inue and remain to

) i x oy oy
Ohiwnzyungm:inrpgech.

keniin therough led life,

B it e position which 1 have never expected to
happen.

Tnisdestiny.
Plea 2 ;i ing coinci i

was bor in the year 1958 Senior citizen na, sabi nila, butdo T look
like one? My favorite numberscould then be, 1,9,5,8, or 19and 8.
s cleted s JO! at o g of 5, during the S Aniversay of
‘my Mother Lodge Macsjalar Lodge #

e thicd Grand o T led
as Worshipful Master in 1992 by MW Rizal D. Aportadera and this
et sain ol me s Grand Mise invhe pes 2005, Nopaa

kotalagal

de Oro,in 1977,
Mindanao, my first job, at a youthful age of 19, ch siempre 19 rin ang
: K yrariinings - .

D of the pesons | iz ot s the . St Jobo an
entrepreneurial legend, who famously started the Apple Company
m his garage in 1976 with co-founder Steve Wozniak, a Freemason

and American inventor. Steve Jobs once said: “The only way to be
erly sisid i todo what you bl i grest work. And the oy
way to do great work istolove what you do.”

‘This evening, my first act as Grand Master, [ hereby declare thatall

illnesses including those permanently disabled, be exempted from

paying their annual dues. Subject of course to the recommendation

of thec Motber Lodge, (baka may mag pa-ano ano lan. dyan) The
< eyl ; s dyac

Looking back at my humble beginnings, when education is a daily

struggle, through the ADOPT-2SCHOOL Program, I will enjoin

the District Grand NunaﬂdWm'ﬂpf\llMNunwhe]y

me in the distribution of 1 million notebooks nationwide to put

elementary schools nationwide.

*Shows sample of notebook: *Andito yung mga sikat na Mason. 1
Angara,

million Jang yan, baka marinig ni Sen. baka maging 3
lion! (Laugh

Charity beginsathome.

To relieve the discressed is a duty incumbent on all men, but more
particularly on masons. Our Fraternity strongly teaches us to aid,
support and protect each other in a manner befitting of a real blood
Bothes Sarnd brother in distress himin b

T., give immediate assistance to our brethren, in times of

mergencies, we have now tied-up with GCash so you can help a
brober instandy by sending your fraternal assistance o a GLP
Account myud by ‘GCASH, and GLP to |mm|auly relay or
send the amount to the Brother concerned. There are already some
Sroups o brethren usi viber for advisories sskin for  brother's
relief, bunnxnnlyalm:m@uflhmewhavalum:credmhelp,bnuhc
money has yet to be collected. This o quicker and the
oty s ixdaskasemuly oartsthe bretherth 4t be withdrew
thru ATM. This is entirely separate from our Fraternal Relief
Assistance program which I plan to increase this year for the same
purpose of b

how ke o end . As your Twould like
1o be remembered as someone who loves what he does. This year,
our Masonic theme is Charity and Humility: Foundations of a true
Mason. It will be finely hewed by an icon of a bird auditorily

resemblingmy name: the Swan.
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At saka, pwede na rin kau magbayad ng annual dues niyo and other

transactions with the Grand Lodge using this platform. Maraming

salamat po sa mga Brethren natin from GLOBE TELECOM who
if possible. Tk s it




k at the.

Youknow, I've been a mason for 35 years already, and Iwouldlike 1o
take this chance 0 express my gratitude to my family who have

o as b e olihe
i d hat othy desering It s th abilty
but d ds. A M: ke claim

“T s mors imporan hea you " beemse we e ll brohers

i e

y d e

othe

end ok 3
strengths. We're just being honest about our weaknesses. It means
that you are confident of your power, but you have the strength of
will o subdue your ego, actually humility is strength under control,

1 ithout
the sol and inspiration of eur esteemed elders in the
Grand Lodge e o o Mo ters, those men of nobility who.
have gone through this way before, whose pieces of advise and
ecommendacons il bways vluc; Mos: Worsipful i, plese
be my guiding light that wi ill

While I ave searched for my destiny in the numerology of my
birthdate, and in the etymology of my name, I cannot be more
certain of my destiny than in finding The most beautiful woman in
my life, Girlie She is destiny. And while you address me

Masonic gatherings 'hy y honorific title as “Most Wmslnpful." el
free to address her, just s I address her, “Most Wonderful” Gilie,
being the Wonder Woman of urhorme od amly.

She and our kids are my lfe—just like my two adorable daughters
Lanic and Mary, and my two sons Lordan and Aga, mga gwapo rin,
andboth are sill Bachelors, and they are Brother Masons

Our family expanded when Lanie married Howell Albano, a

Brother Mason, who has been Raised in Lodge Alpha, in Sydney,

Australialast year. The entire family was there to witness his raising,

and to welcome him o the world's greatest Fravernity of Masons.
, in our family Tcall h

And1oall my fellow officers, 1 need your full support to implement
ourplansand programs, yuuaremyswm]ingghl'! do it Together
1 i il ill not

unity of purpost 1 shall he 4ble 1 (rekdm Hgﬂpﬂhmw‘ard.b

fal yourself. My succes s ,m.. success, my achievements are your
Abead

antaining that never

Tam aware of my limitations, that is why T'mis0 happy that our Past
Grand Master and former Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, MW
Reynao Puno acaptd my inviaton o be the Chiirmn of the
Board for General Purposes, r with its members MW Peter

U. Lim Lo Suy, MW Pablo C. Ko Jr., MW Rudyardo Bunda, MW
Hermogenes Ebdane Jr., MW Danilo Angeles, and MW Santiago T.
Gabionza Jr. Please Most Worshipful Sirs, 1 humbly ask you 1o
continue to share with me your wisdom and experiences, those

whispersof good counsel.

A his it llow me lopﬁymlmnue my immediate predecessor,
R

L long

of me is a daunting task which I canno
accomplish by myself. But when you are with me, hand in hand,
shoulder to shoulder, we can make miracles happen.

Ourguiding principles and values are CHARITY and HUMILITY,

Letus

e i B .» 0 il crmand the needy and

suffering. To be cheerful givers and endeavor to share our blesings
Gable T

‘To be humble and charitable. Humble in our dealings with our
lowmen, chat they may se n us the dmicable sperom charscter
dh

faNisson,

nmc.Samud:»clhz:[mwnJy:nmuphuidmmmlmmnm:
word: OUTSTANDING,

If in the movies, there is TERMINATOR, in the GLP, we also have
The RENOVATOR. He almost changed the appearance of the

enovaion imilrly, i fo thi same resan that [ now ask Mose
Worshipful ROMY respectfully, to rise from hisseat.

Having been a studeat of your Masonic sdministration all this ine,
witnessing myself how you have admirably carried out all your
l.llxm with Masonic Conduct and Spiri, it is now my will and.

10 2ppoint you 2 chairman of the Gran ttce
S Masser Hlanaing, Wil

My brethren, I Tvehel itions, f
mgmo.pm my first appointment in my Lodge, to Deacon,

as your Grand Master. But the greatest title I will treasure
ithos: valuable s simply that of being called your
BROTHER.That is CHARITY in my humble
perspective. So Brethren, lead withme.

= om m.m Chinese philosopher, Lao Tzu, once said, “To lead

behind them.” But I will be walking with you on this
lsk, neullu behind you nor ahead of you. We shall be walking
together to reach our goal as Brothers, in Harmony ,in Hunil
mdinchm'ly.

y 23,000 Filipine
Mnons with m Lmn‘ e of Chamy i0d Humiliy, thea 1 will

Our plan brethren is to find ways to make our highly commercial

property in San Marcelino St. Manila into a fund gencrating

commercial building, jun like in NEW YORK, SYDNEY,

MELBOURNE, and Lodgesthroughout 'the world ©

thatwe won't

pport cur grand lodge opescions i chariable project. M:;
we will be

the
Grand Lodie of the Philippines.
So, as we now set out 1o this new endeavor, may I respectfully
request all Brother Masons present here tonight to please rise
momentarily.

Now that verybody i up, I enjoin you all 1o repeat afer me this

patayo tayo g high-rise buil
it 1o ke thia vision ateinable. But we woa't touch the
mungGLPbmldmg,panunuyomMW ]olmClmadym

You know, I've been
take this chance to express skl il fan:l.ly who have

vision JI: *Charity and Humility,
Foundationsofa True Mason.”

Again, and TOGETHER BRETHREN, CHARITY and
AUMILITY, Foundations of a True Mason.

1
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THE AWARD WINNERS
@CDO ANCOM 2019

Bro. Amador "Ponly" Pefia

2019 at CDO was full of highs! One of the most

anticipated portion was the announcement of best

performers based on the crit set in Circular No., 17 of
MW Romeo S. Moo Ch by MW Danio D. Argel

and Vice-chaired by VW Dennis L. Cunanan, JGL

tuqr—the! with members VWV Rex B. Paredes, VW Armando

VW Noel W. Di
Gunnacao, the Awards Commitieesubmitted the winners
to MW Momo in a report dated 25 April 2019,

And the winners are:

Most Outstanding Lodge — Nilad Lodge No. 12

Most Outstanding District - Masonic District NCR-E
WM Benson

Most Outstanding Worshipful Master —
Pimentel of Nilad Lodge No. 12

Most Outstanding District Deputy Grand Master —
Rogelio D. Givero Jr of Masonic District NCR-E

Most Outstanding District Grand Lecturer — VW
Jonlanie E. Malones of R-XI (Davao Del Sur &
Davao City)

Most Outstanding Grand Lodge Inspector — Wi
Orlando O. de Guzman of RV Cavite West —
Pangarap UD

Mml Outstanding Lodge
ia of Nilad Lodge No. 12

tary — Bro. Jorgen

Most Qutstanding Master Mason — VW Jesus
L. R. Mateo of Nilad Lodge No. 12

Most Outstanding Harmony Officer — VW Philbert

Garcia Togle of Cosmos Lodge No. 8

Tha ﬂnath for the Most Ou \anding WM and Most
g DDGM were also called o 0 receive

mem Bl wir o i e " irophies wers

personally handed to - Momo amidst

celebratory chants, ra

Kudos to all the Award winners!

Worshipful Master Benson Pimentel of Niad Lodge No.12
receives the trophies from MW Romeo S. Momo

THE ONE MILLION
NOTEBOOKS PROJECT

Bro. Rodolfo T. Azanza, Jr.

During the Inaugural Speech of MW Agapito S. Suan in
Cagayan De Oro last Ancom 2019, he mentioned that his office
has embarked on the donation of 1 Million Notebooks for public
schoolchildren in the jurisdiction. He even waived an actual
printed copy.

The Cable Tow team under the leadership of VW Jesus
L. R. Mateo has been tasked to be the workhorse for this

first. major social responsibility project of our Grand Master.
Posthaste, a distinclly masonic cover design was drafled and
subsequently approved (see back cover for the detailed
description). It was aiso agreed that the text of the Tribute to the
Phiippine Flag shall be printed on the inside covers, together
with the *Panunumpa ng Katapatan sa Watawat” or Pledge of
Allegiance.

To ensure lransparency, a compelitive bidding process was
commenced in the days leading fo the Ancom, wherein_the
accredited bidders of GLP and DepEd were invited. The
winning bidder was subjected to post qualification and the
Cable Tow team also conducted an ocular visit of the facilities
to ensure that the supplier is not a “fiy-by-night". Consequently
a Notice of Award and Notice to Proceed were duly issued.

The Cable Tow Office in GLP is nowfilled to the brim with these
notebooks. Sales has therefore been commenced, ata prioe of
Php18inotebook. To achieve efficiency and likewise save on
shipment cosls, we are planning to accept orders in multiples of
500 pieces per orderihipmeni

Districts and lodges embarking on Brigada Eskwela projects
are now enjoined to source their notebooks from the Cable Tow
office. Other tems typically donated for Brigada Eskwela. like
pencils, erasers, envelopes, elc. can sill be sourced from other
suppliers or commercial supply stores. It is only the notebooks
that will be sourced from GLP to support the project of our
Grand Master, MW Agapito S. Suan

A GLP Circular will be issued to this effect. Orders can be
channeled through the new Cable Tow Secretary, Ms. Hazel
(0915 256 9646). The Cable Tow team can also be reached via
email: cable.tow2019@gmail.com

We wish you all a very successful Brigada Eskwela activities in
your respective areas of influence. We hepe to move all one (1)
million notebooks out of the Grand Lodge and into the hands of
our schoolchildren in the shortest possible time, and in time
render a report on the smashing success of our Grand Master's
first social responsibility project under his term.

Together, brethren!



Recognizing the Indispensable Role of TF

Freemasonry ...(cont. from page 8)

The Glran Ofriente] Efspanoi] ceased publication of its bulletin in
1936, completely drying all sources of information about
s s .

Needless o state, and particularly as to the third point relating to the
contributions of Philippine Freemasonry as ilustrated above, it is
obvious that the author's limited sources have prevented her from
realizing that the actual reason why Filipino lodges ceased to be under
the Spanish masonic jurisdiction was precisely because of the Fusion
of 2017, a fact narrated in numerous sources available 1o ordinary
Filipina Freemasons.

2 Blatant Misinterpretation

Ignaring mare appropriate and representative references
of this social institution by deliberately twisting outdated and/or
individual interpretations of Masonic philosophy has led o much
more vile canards, which arise either due to the efforts of certain
partisan groups to deliberately misteprasent the aims and nature of
the Fratemity in order to promote their own vested interests or
because those who should know better rely on the former in arriving
attheirjudgments of this social institution

De Hoyos & Morris (2004) present a broad survey of such
partisan interests, often with humorous results. Tragically,
elements in the local Catholic Chureh are not above being duped
by such tactics, as illustrated by their very own ‘Primer on
Freemasonry” (2003) published by the Catholic Bishops
Conference of the Philippines:

34.15 Froemasonry a religion?

Inthe Encyclopedia of Freemasonry, Albert Mackey says that it
is religion, but its is a religion that is not sectarian: *l content
without any sort of hesitation, that masonry is...an eminently
religious institution...that without this religious element, it
would scarcely be worthy of cultivation by the wise and
gead...Who can deoy the ths smineny o rabglots letlion?
But the refigion of M is not sectarian. .t is not Judaisr.
{hough thers & nothing n o offend a Jaw s ot Christianly.
but there is nothing in it repugnant to the faith of a Christian. Its
refigion is that general one of nature and primitive revelation —
handed down to us from some ancient and patriarchal

priesthood — in which all men may agree and in which no men
can differ. It inculcates the proctice of virtue, but supplies no

sheuld refigious Mason defend it", Afbert Pike said: ‘every
Masonic lodge is @ lemple of religion and its teachings are
instruction in raligion (Morais and Dogma, p. 213). In the sams

he wrote: “But Masonry teaches, and has preserved in
their purity, the cardinal temels of the old primitive faith, which
underiie and are the foundation of all religions. All that ever
existed have had a basis of fruth; all have overiaid that truth
with error.” (1bid, p. 17)

From the perspective of those who are actually members

believes in the heresy of Arianism despite such being conclusively

ounced as such during the First Council of Constantinople in 381
Simply put, both quotes do not reflect the development of more
articulate and accessible interpretations of Masonic philasophy since
the Nineleenth Century. Hence, modern interpretations of Masonic
philosophy today should therefore be held as more persuasive than
suchancient works

Secondly, it should also be highlighted that both quotes
reflect the PERSONAL interpretations of these two Masonic writers
from that era. Had these very selective quotes been edited by
modem Masonic writers, it will be readily discernable that both
Mackey and Pike are really expounding on their own views of
religious tolerance and ecumenical practice in everyday life AT THAT
TIME - ie. that this social institution promotes the individual's
freedom 1o practice one's own faith as an essential part of one's
ethical perspective in the context of mutual respect.

Third and most significantly, the very selective and chopped
nature of the quotes demonstrate the loss of context that results in
divorcing Masonic texts from the experience of being 8 member of the
Fvaterm\y Such quotes are held out as the equivalent of some form of

ripture’ when these never expressly or impliedly claim to be
such or ik religions. which are esseniially dogmatic in nature,
Freemasonry as a practical philosophy is precisely subject to an

bounds ofthe core principles of regularity described above.

8. Ignorance & Pseudo-masonry
Athird force that creates significant confusion is again
a product of those with an “outsider” perspective of the Fratarnity:
plain ignorance. To this category belong writers who, due lo
laziness o a lack of effortto be eritical of supposed sources (if any)
available to them, end up craating thair own forms of pseudo-
masonry. To this domain also belong those groups that come to
arise and claim some bogus affiiation with actual Masonic heritage
orallegad groups with dubious Masonic ties

But Masonry as a code of principles was ancther maer. In many
ways Rizal was Masoni ifferentism: one religion was
as good as another, let each man serve the Grand Architect in
his own way. in this sense there could be no “abharrence” of
Masonry without submission to the authority of the Ghurch and
recognition of its divine institution, its exclusive files to ihe
truth...(lbid, p. 393; mphasis added)

Again for those who are members of the Fraternity,
Guerrero's claim is essentially the product of fantasy. While it is
true that the brand of continental masonry that Rizal then became
a member of did not require a belief in a daity, that did not mean
that Rizal was not himself religious. There was and is no Masonic
lodge ~ in continental or regular Freemasonry ~ that PROHIBITS

of the Fraternity, the erro plainly patent.In
the first place, resort to Masonic wrilers from the 1800s like Mackey
and Pike is akin to claiming that the Roman Catholic Church still

For a thorough discussion of the controversy related Lo Rizar'
and Runes & Buenale (1962)

supposed “relraction” of

if one is IN FACT religious.” On the contrary, much
can be said that throughout his life. Rizal ciosely hewed 1o his
Catholic upbringing.**

‘alleged Masonic values, tIs best to refer (o Fajardo (19980, pp, 66-56)

i this regar,  pp. 195:198)
singl. -
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Recognizing the Indispensable R

ole of TFreemasonry

Atany rate, i disinclon a3 lo memberstp requiemens
providing for
25 betwoen coninental and ragular masonry is Moot at Dresem.
precisely because it is regular Freemasonry that is now solel
practiced in the Philippines given the Fusion of Filipino and
American lodgesin 1917 as described above.

V. The Way Forward: 3 Recommendations

B o twr whn bs gromsio: s engly mgmugm :nal all kinds of
d historical

acwra(e\y presenting this swls\ institution as pam wt S s
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and historical writers to begin addressing the compelling need in
our historical narrative today to accurately present and
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national life.

* For boih a comprehensive and representatve body of actual Masonic thiking
producad i this Masonle juriscion, ona Gan go 1o farther than 1ha GLF's own

Koltko-Rivera, M. E. (2011). Freemasonry: An Introduction. New York City,

USA:Penguin Group(USA) Inc

Ksssal N . (007). Bad Faif The Danger of Reigious Exramisr
Amhors?, Now York, USA- Prometha:

Lormes R (2017). Foemosonyfor Boginrars.Dantury: Connecic, USA
ForBeginners

Runes, | T. & Buenafe, M. M. (1962). The Forgery of the Rizal ‘Retraction” and
i Manda

Schumacher, J. N. (1991). The Making of a Nation: Essays in Ninefeenth-

ontury Filjino Nationaiism. Quezon Cty, Philppines: Atoneo do Mania

University Press.

Staples, D. (2018). Enough is Enougn. Available at:
oday (Last

Proccadings of sach annual communication.

accessed: 1 18).

S I~ D g, Siogg S ug, e [inghy,
Historical insttute

15



Position Paper: The Future of IMES

IMES President

VW Rudy Ong,

1
M
E
\

MOST \M)N'-HIPHIK GRAND LODGE OF
"\ FREE AND AC( SONS OF THE PHILIPP!
K -

INSTITUTE OF MASONIC EDUCATION AND STUDIES

ofindiridel e ¥ ity ounded on a belief system. It

In the recent GLP published book: THE BRETHREN: THE CRAFT UNDER THE REPUBLIC, the introductory
first chapter describes the craftas follows:

degrees only.”. By ition it hes a lifeti f

Eusns ke mcspuenbes g QUSRI By e s vl Iy scees sl therefore.

defines i bisCrestor cun nly be senss, i beyond buman
X Sy I

e

principle of what is common with all. Towards the forcgoing is added another qulhfnuan Freemasonry is &

brotberbood of man ..a.r.h/.waw../ma- and to further qualify: "Man whithersocer found and God by
Fi

theimmortality of thesoul.

masonry | longside civil Lit wisdom, in the early

“obscurantism” that is fucled by ignorance, As the darkness gave way 1o light, the founding fathers had vo fight
through the powerful forces of obscurintism, hence the fraternity's srict adherence to secrecy. The horrfying
; ? Ve % # = ratnd

¥ 2
‘should membership is found out.

Freemasonry evolved along two areas = inscivutional and individual. Insticutional nb]lgnmutmur: survival of
the fraternity that collectively it may remain relevant to civ jual obligations reinforce 3
e e e wincyle f Jaraiag by e
Ancient Craft Masonry s the entry level where the focus is more on the nstitutional. Ancient Craft Masonry is
commonly known as the Bluc Lodge. Among the many principles adhered to are: (1) Freemasonry does not
it petitioners knock on i i @) Poli izic 2
inside the lodge. 3) Freemasoney does not advertise and (4 I s the duty of every Freemason to be an exemplar

tothedoors of the Craft

A closer examination of the original ediet that esablished IMES, it
may be glancd shat um ongm] purpose was o csablished in the

sequisit for occapying i Todge leser lights - with mixcd
resulis.

officers have made light of the learning requirements of the courses
Stk proficecy czamiorogs, ety dedag o el of
1LDGL DGM positi

Other lodges which are more strier with the proficiency
requirements cannot advance their members who have not p:
through IMES - asiuation that has bred a continuous recycling of
Eith
theintegrity of IMES hasbecome suspect.

VW Rudy Ong, IMES President



The responsibility of molding newly entered Master Masons into
qualified officers of the lodge (and in the process towards the higher
positions in the Craft beyond the symbolic lodges) by tra
‘belongs to the blue lodge. In the same wein, the responsibility of
molding future grand lodge officers should belong to GLP. In both
endeavors there is a need to interface the three clements of
organization, teaching materials and established rituals.  After all
these years, our jurisdiction has not been found wanting in the
creation of these three elements, What is needed is a more effective
intefacing of these elements.

In serms of organization, not all lodges have the needed number of

an handle the progressive development of
young Master Masons. These weak lodges seck out those quhhed
Masons belonging to neighboring lodges 1o perform even those
roles that should rightfully be the duties of the lodge organic m:mbe:s
It is safe o say that our present stock of ritual manuals have been
adhered to with relatively acceptable fidelity. What is wanting is the
philosophical and historical understanding of what those rivuals mean
taF;

‘On the other side of this situation are lodges who, despite their lack of
organic capability to develop their members, actively accept numbers
of petitioners way beyond the acceptable time frame for their
movement along the line of progression. This situation is especially
prevalent in the NCR area. One lodge in question has raised sixteen
Master Masons in 2018 alone. With this number, it would take any of
the sixteen Master Masons a wait of a least 12 years before he is given
the opportunity ta practice his proficiency. Meanwhile the idle
membar attends lodge meetings for fellowship sake as though he is a

, Rotarian. or Jaycee, One could-only imigine the level of
prnhcuncy of GLIs, DGLs and DDGMs who passed through these
conditions who are now leading the GEP discricts.

4 need to revisit the

In view of the foregoing, there is rfacing of
organization, materials and pacms :nd make this interface more
cffective despite the constraints. | imposed by our archipelagic
jucadicionxad the vl ot copescsacfSipons.

Some of the more important movesare:.

. izationally, do away with IMES s a requisite to advancement
aiong the line of progression in the blue lodges. Return the
responsiblity of proficiency for newly raised Master Masons to the
Bluelodges.

* (Esuablish an IMES travelling school of cxemplification that would
conduct performed proficiency tests nox only for newly raised
Master Masons but to the more senior brethren who aspire for
higher positions outside of the blue lodge.

* Mass printing of exsting, accepted texts (such as the Fajardo books)
into more affordable versions and make these required purchases for
all MES enrollees.

* Publication of a suitable syllabus that incorporates philosophy,
sociology and history with rivual (a group of brethren are already
i NCOM)

* Commence the formulation of a curriculum that will evenrually
produce a graduate degree program such as Master in Masonic
Studies.

FRATERNAL GREETIN!
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ATTITUDE, CHARACTER, ACTION

VW Richard J. Nethercott

Grand Lodge Orator MY 2018-2019

Behold how good and pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
together in unityl (Psalm 133:1).

Most Worshipful Romeo S. Mome, Presiding Officer and Grand
Master of Freemasons in the Jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of
the Philippines, Right Warshipful Sirs (Grand Lights), Most
Warshipful Sirs (PGM’s), Very Worshipful Sirs, Warshipful Sirs,
Honored Guests, Dignitaries in the East and on the floor,
Brethren all, good day!

Webster define UNITY as “the quality of not b
ather words, a state of ONENESS.”

g multiple... in

Speaking before the Republican State Convention of 1858,
Abraham Lincoln, echoing the bible, drew an analogy and
stated that - “A house divided against tself cannot stand.”

John Lennon imagined a world that is united. He dreamt of it
and he hoped someday [many will jein him and] the world will
be as one.

The author T.H. White, in his book “The Once and Future King*
wrote: “[Tlhe Desurw of Min Is to unite, not to divide. If you
keep on d up us a collection of monkeys
threwing nuts at each other out from separate trees.”

Unity is strength, division is weakness, so we are told... but |
submit that our late and distinguished brother Winston S.
Churchill summed it up succinctly when he said: “[W]hen there
is no enemy within, the enemies without cannot hurt you.” The
enemies of Freemasenry and Freemasons are plenty. They lurk
and they are In our midst. They bring discord, Intrigue, and
ultimately, division. They begin innocently, not really
noticeable... but then they start sowing the seeds of disunity,
which later leads to arguments, disagreements, and
factionalism. These enemies are commenplace. Like water
cutting thru stone, they are persistent and tireless, waiting a
time with patience until the rock of our unity cracks and,
ultimately, breaks.

Fortunately, however, these enemies are easily identifiable...
they are net WHO, but rather, WHAT. They are not people, nor
groups of people. They are, upon the other hand, ATTITUDE,
CHARACTER, and ACTION. To be more exact, they are Bad
Attitude, Bad Character, and Bad Action.

Bad Attitude towards a brother causes hurt, and if uncorrected
leads to Il feelings, and ultimately hatred. Bed Character
offends, not just a brother but sometimes even an entire lodge,
and if It goes unchecked results to resentment, and later on,
animosity. Bad Action (or wrong doing) towards a brother or
lodge, injures, brings suffering, and leaves a scar — If not
rectified, it Induces hostility, and eventually, division.

Bad Attitude, Bad Character, and Bad Action. These three.
they disrupt HARMONY, threaten UNITY, and are, therefore,
enemies of Freemasonry.

19

Harmony is Unity; it is important; It is Indispensable.
Harmony, being the strength and support of all societies,
cannot be compromised. Anything that imperils it should be
completely eradicated.

We Masons are 2 diverse brotherhood of men. We come
from different races, creed and ideclogy. We have different
backgrounds; we have different beliefs. But our differences
do not hinder us. Despite our diversity, WE ARE ONE... WE
ARE UNITED.

This is because Freemasons understand the importance of
Harmony. Harmony resolves and reduces differences and is
the epitome of the teachings of our craft.

For when we are guided by Temperance, Fortitude,
Prudence, and Justice; when we have Faith, Hope, an:
Charity ingrained in our hearts; when we practice Brotherly
Love, Relief, and Truth; if we live our lives according to the 3
teachings of our craft, then we can be in Harmony with
ourselves, thereby premoting Harmony in our lodges.

When we are in Harmeny within, we can be in Harmony
without, and when we have achieved that - we can then truly
proclaim that Masonry, indeed, makes good men better.

Our history, global and local, is replete with famous men who
did famous acts and accomplished famous deeds. It is not by
accident that many of these men were Masons. 1 will not
endeavor to name them. Suffice it to say that Rizal, Bonifacis
Aguinaldo, and many other Philippine National Herces were
Masons. But that is Just here. . elsewhere, there were many
more lcons of History who have contributed to our global
society. Heroes and visionaries who have helped shape the
world we live In. {Washington, Churchill, Mozart, Ford,
Fleming, Lindberg and Aldrin, to mention a few.)

These men lived meaningful lives, and became examples of
Good Masons who became Better Men and made positive
contributions to soclety.

Truly, when the tenets of Freemasonry are exemplified
outside of our lodges, we Masens can be contributing lears.
At this day and age, the society we live in, where our families
and loved ones live in, are in dire need of men who can be
living examples of an upright and moral individual

Our socfety bleeds and cries. There are many people, who as
we speak right now, are dying of hunger, and are living
desolate lives. These people need help. These people need
men, better men, who truly understand the essence of
Brotherly Love.

In a recent study, published in BIZ NEWS ASIA [Vol. 16, No.
16, November 18, 2018], it was reported that:
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out of 62 Million Filipino adults, only 32,354 are (US)
Dollar Mi aires, or roughly 0.0

This 0.05% of Filipino Adults, in turn, has a Total Wealth of
USD 5188, which is 1.67 times the PH GDP of USD 3108

The Bottom half of the Global population collectively own
less than 1% of the Total (Global) wealth

While the Richest 10% (global population) own 85% of
Global wealth, and

The top 1% Richest people in the world, collectively own
47% of the Total (global) Assets

This astonishing economic disparlty is prevalent and self-
evident. We need not go far; here in our country we
experience this. Everyday, we bear witness to the effects of
Global Inequality and the ever widening gap between the
men of means and the men in need.

Thie GAP must be BRIDGED before it becomes irreversible.
This growing inequity is a threat to the fragile unity and
harmeny of our saciety and must be remedied.

Economic Inequality Ts a real global issue, it is here, it is
imminent; that even His Holiness, Pope Francis, thru his
Encyclical Letter — “Laudatio SI" — in extensively discussing
Environmental Degradation, criticized the ever-widening gap
between the rich and the poor. The Pope laments that the
effects of environmental abuses, committed mostly by the
rich, have far reaching negative effects on the life of the poor.
In his treatise, His Holiness expressed much concern about
Global Inequality and he encouraged the people and nations
of the werld to address the issues connected to it.

Global Inequality cannot be ignored. For when there is
inequity, there is disharmany. When there is disharmony,
there is disunity. When there is disunity, there is turmolil.

Qur society thirsts for Better Men, and we Masons are
capable and uniquely situated to quench that thirst. If we
immerse ourselves in the lessons of our eraft, if we become
proficient, and be examples of Good Attitude, Good
Character, and Good Action — then surely we can be Better
Men.

*Freemasonry: Bridging Men Through Harmony and Brotherly
Love; Making Better Men for Better Society.”
This Grand Lodge Theme for this Masonic Year {2018) is both
timely and appropriate. By emphasizing the need to BRIDGE
MEN through HARMONY and BROTHERLY LOVE, we Masans
are reminded that the teachings of our craft are tools and
implements we can make use of to mold BETTER MEN that
can help build the foundation and pillars of a BETTER SOCIETY.
Let the virtues and tenets we learn in Freemasonry continue
to be the rule and guide of our lives. Let us practice our craft.
Let us not change it, but rather, let it change us, for our good
and the good of our fellowmen.

racter, and Bad

1pt HARM
erefore, enemies of
- VW Richard ). Nethercott
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MASONS AND MASONRY IN

MINRANAKO

VW EDGAR S. BENTULAN

Don Camilo Osias Lodge 253
Leonardo T. Pafiares Lodge 220

Mind:

1f there has been any clemeat that has wilhsluod Lo Boin the
i

Thcmys‘hc in Freemasonry is a hauating one and having it tick

of diverse culures and tradiions even of non: Christian base.

Growing up in a small community back in Jolo, Sulu just where the

temple of Bud Daho Lodge #102 is now, as a grade school boy 1
i i that 1

Pomakind

Usually denned in their full regalia, prominent figures of the town
slowly walked in dignified columns passing by our strect. And, Istil
remember, in unmistakable reverence all our actvities in the street
would instantly come to 2 sudden halt. The solcmnity of the rites so
awed and overwhelmed me in so much lofty, pious respect even in ny
joerile . Thisinnocens impresion never e me. 1t even became

I most remember my favorites among, our J

Babjin, Dr. Utoh Isahac, Pablo Tan, r.ml l.meg sdmdg a]] well

compendium of redlization 1 Mason now, its L\z[ Masonic lamp
hi the light, m big
ofbrotherly love, elief and tru

From my knowledge since boyhood, Maséns in Jolo are respected,
even by Moro revolutionaries. I ém. some members of the
Fraternity, one way of another, ga jon o their cause
especially nﬂ-:g‘wmvmemlungm!:w;h:m;smudmsdw
Brethren too had also embraced to canse government soldiers to the
foldofthe Crafe. Th

odge, of fact.

'r.m.,,Mmmou: their origin to Mz Apo Lodge No. 45 and
probably Sarangani Lodge No. 50 and: Lodge No. 40

whobelped form Bud Daho Lodge. 102, Bro. Teofsto Guingons,

e, whoia 192410 S i

Masons in the ty. They tag along
+with them afer our seeting 10 the residence o S Govest@e Miss
lzquu:do in Mamrw,smel W: aw. dmmad beer and talked. Bm a

first they would dl

d Master MW Milton

E. Springer together with MW Teadoro M. Kalaw, Sr., PGM and

Manucl A. Burgos, to constitute Mt. Apo Lodge No. 45 in April 7,
ngani Lodge N h

“Ab, it :mmmwnd anyway. Suddenly.vhzydbummbalsmm

laughter! For things I had narry an ideaabout. For the odds Ialso had to

laugh in silence. They would invite me to public installtion where 1

would see the Governor himself queued up to take a bow in salute to 2
Iy

That bond of brotherhood, so enigmatic!
Jolo: Through the Current of Conflicts:

Bud Daho Lodge No. 102, which was chartered on January 26,
1927, 35 WB Delmar Bajin told me, was named after that historic,
extinct voleano out of posthumous protest against the atracitics
committed by the Amerieans to the Tausug natives. History will
tell hat one peirifying day i Marcl 1906 some 994 Tausug men,
women and children were ¢ i the crater of this
dormant volcano. Its, as what WB Edmund Coronel described in
Cabletow 2014 issue, a fmonumen. g one and all that in
the face of overwhelmingiodds our foeelathers chose o accept

‘The history of Sulu which got its ame from sea curren” is an epic

inst extes intrusions.
childhood, are naurally wary of cusiders, but they can

Almonnﬁ:yw:!:wr,m]:mwylé, l9z7BudD-hal.odg= mz

Simeon Obsequio a secretary, E.nzhmg 1B el 1 Bario
San Raymundo then in the evangelical chapel bulding near the Jolo
town pliza. When the Japanese came the lodge became the oficial
reese o e coonk MR sl ivaing o, i s

A the iberation, theough the help of some American officer
M. theirlodge
s B TR Obsequio, Bro.
Benigno Viray, and WB Franciso Escudero as Master, Bud Daho 102
constructed itsown temple building.

Soon the Lodge became active in community projects, chan‘uble
works, oratorical contests for schools and other civic activities.
1971 when a Constitutional Convention was called by Fm
Fendinand Marcos 0 amend.the Philppine Consition I real,
Bud Daho 102
of idealistic professionals and - smd.mu w)m named their group
PH)‘\IH’\h\-\\IIi (solidarity), set up s:n:i of symposium and public
forum with
coming even from Manila.

T b itical f J
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MASONS AND MASONRY IN MINDANAO
Masons of Jolo sqpardly | h:zd the critical challeage of Am.ellecmnl

whose bourne notraveler returns.”

of thel:

hat
theirlabors

Mt. Apo Lodge No. 45:

The name Mt. Apo was chosen after that conspicuous Mindanao
landmark in Davao which ed from a base in

The lethargy p fi
almost bloody that WBLuis Al d
the owner of the Wee Sit Building who forceably drove them from
where the temple was since 1974, This incident reactivated the old
Mt. Apo Masonic Temple, Inc. that was organized in 1961 10 build
its own temple. The temple building that the brethren eventually
erected d ber 25, 197

‘which incidentally was the route taken by MW Milton E. Springer,
rand Master of the Grand Lodge of the Philippines, when he
came by boatto constitute Me. Apo Lodge 45 in April 7, 1919,

With WB Jardie James Wilson as its “Charter” Master,
subsequently elected as its first Master, many residents then of
Zamboanga gravitated to the membership of Ms. Apo Lodge 45 in
duration from its constitution in 1919 to the outbreak of the
jnpanest occupation. Among the first Filipinos who was initiated
e new Lodge was MW Juan Salonga Alano, PGM, the first
R lacoome L ol Apo45in 1924

Another prominent Filipino who joined the Lodge was WB
Nicasio Valderosa who became its Master in 1929. He later
became the first mayor of Zamboanga when it was chartered as a
Gity. He was, incidentally, also the first mayor of Baguio City
and later of Basilan City after WW 11

Half a decade after liberation from the Japanese Imperial army’
some more lodges burgeoned in Southern Philippines, sreading
fi wao and C

 Fifteen

‘Maguindanao Lodge No. 40:

The pioneering Masonic lodge in the islands of Mindanao,
Maguindanao Lodge No. 40, as catalogued by VW Jose P. Gatus in
the booklet “The Spread of Masonic Light” released in January
2011 in commemoration of the Lodge’s Centennial, *had a very
rich life history” in Philippine Masonry starting even before the
formal founding of the Maguindanaw Triangulo on July 14, 1911,
It has its lineage traceable to Nilad Lodge No. 12 under the Grand
Lodge of the Philippines, originally Logia Nilad 144 which was
constituted and set up by Marcelo H. del Pilar and Dr. Jose Rizal as
the first Filipino lodge in the Philippines of which Rizal became
the Honorary Worshipful Master by special authority from the
Gran de Oriente Espaiol.

years after Rizal's execution in Bagumbayan on December
30.1896, after Masonry was banned in the Philippines, a group
‘ofiseven brethren of Nilad Lodge No. 144 (presently Nilad Lod)

12)led by Folgencio Pangan founded Maguindansw Lode No. 334 It
WB

Lhrrcs\h:nty of Bud Dahu 102, Mt. Apo 45 and

Rizal plznwdllusmdio{dul}‘lﬁfunucummg
when h

the hurly burly of the World War II and its aftermath. Basilan.
Lodge No. 137 in Isabela, Basilan was born in 1953; Davao Lodge
No. 149, Davao City, 195%; Pagadian LodgeNo, 153 (aow Dr. Jose
Hofilena Sr.), Pagadian City, 195% and, Oroqumxlad;: No. 154,
OroquietaCity in 1960,

die W i a a

‘people through cE works and promotion.of educetiod: Records of
Bro. Rizal's exile in Dapitan appear up o this time to be mostly
‘witten by historian Gregorio Zaide, whose histary textbooks had
been extirpated from schools for charges of of facts more
than ten years ago. But with l.'g:mde expanse of Rizal's coverage of

s i bt 3 e

Ne

Th
the Lodge, according to the late VIVB Antonio Espinosa of Mz. Apo
ge 45. Th i ipini: in pri hoolsand

universities which “exacerbated the old controversies between the
dominant Church and Masonry™ as the brethren accelerated
oppugningdogmas against the Fraternity

But the flowering of Freemasonry in Zamboanga area did not last
up t0 the decades of the '60s until the first quarter of the 70s. VWB
Espinosa said that this was an interregnum that could best be
described as “years of frustrations and adversities” of Mt. Apo
Lodge No. 45. Mectings could hardly be opened with good
antendance. In 1961 the Lodge was ejected of its temple in a rented
building at Madrid Street since' 1952, so it transfered to the
residence of WB JardieJames Wilson.

Justas it was ready to cqmstruct ks own temple, the City Engineer
d.uappmved its building gfm pwﬂmlymbmmsd for the reason
that the site “was to be used by the national government.” Then on
the same year the brethren had to vacite its temple because the
Wilson residence was already sold,

Accordingly, this was one space of time when even dedicated and
ualmls elder bm.hxen who Nl are of Masonry in Southern
i from.

WB Pangan was elected on July 16, 1911 u the first Worshipful
Master of Maguindanaw 334 under th Oriente Espanol.
‘Then six years later on May 5, 1917 the l.ndg: was constituted as
Maguindanao Lodge No; 40 under the Grand Lodge of the
Philippines. 5

= 1S years after Rizal's execution
- in Gagumbayan on December
30.1896, after Wasonry oas
* totally banned in the Philippines,
a group of seven brethren of Milad
Lodge Mo. 144 (presently Hilad
Lodge Mo. 12) led by Fulgencio
Pangan founded Waguinbanaro

Lodge Mo, 334, .
i "‘:ﬁ
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MASONS AND MASONRY IN MINDANAO

After two decades of internal, the Lodge

made its single spark and spread its lights to Marawi, Lanao del Sur:

Maranaw Lodge No. 111 in Dansalan, constituted on May 7, 1935.

‘years later other lods neighboring

areas: Mt. Malindang Lodge No. 130 was chartered on Jan, 26, 1952;

Pagadian Lodge No. 153 chartered on April 29, 1959; Oroquieta
Lodge 1540n April 29, 1960.

history, like Dr. Jose Rizal, Marcel
1. del Pl and Apolinario Mabi, being Mason in tis archipeago
during the Spanish regime was subersive. Deathly persecution from
Spaish friars of early Masons was the prevailing order then. Now,
albeit the propensity of religious malevolence from some churchmen

agsin: Masonty — s, ecauple, @ decsmed Brothe's dnial from
Church funeralservices thatsill
h 5 ishingin Mind.

In many areas joint sportsfests with Knights of Columbus, Couples
for Christ, etc. are yearly organized already a5 a tradition by some
Masonic Districts and are immensely received in the communitis.

alreadypﬂiu‘oning(ermzmbcﬂhlpm the Craft,

‘The Flame That Doesn't Stop Burning:

The lamp doesn't flicker out easily in Mindanao, It keeps o
burning to share the Masonic light slowly, paticntly even if the
odds of darkness of adversiies and unkind forces are too strong
againt . The rculsmay ot be somevha borag or those who
are notin it but

broad spectrum of this bxothuhood continue to awe and i mmgu:

Mindanao has already to its credit the mast coveted ascent to the
Grand Oriental Chi as Grand Maser o Fre and Accepd Masons
of theP] MW s Alano, 196162, fr

M. AynLudg!ND 45 MWRupem)S Demonteverde, Sr., 197374,
Sarangani l.od@r No. 50 and Kutang Bato Lodge No. 110; MW
Desiderio F. Daliay, Sr., 197675, S i, Todge ok S0
Sangrila Lodge No. 1

MW Manuel D. Mandac, 1980-81, High Twelve Lodge No. 82;
MW Pedro W. Guerzon, 1985-86, Davao Lodge No. 149 and
Macajalar Lodge No. 184; MW Rizal D. Aportadera, 1993-94,
Davao Lodge i No. 149; MW Romeo A. Yu, 2006-2007, Beacon
Lodge No. 213; and, MW Peter U. Lim Lo Suy, 2009-2010,
Macajalar Lodge No. 184,

This April 25-27. this year, the Island will show another cloquent
proof of prolificity in Masonic leadership. Eiched in GLP's tresile
board to be elected and installed asits 102nd Grand Master is RW
Awapio’,Suan, . of Mcajlar Lodge 14, this iy, o sllmade
man and Mason and very successful business rags to
tiches, who coalessed o this eSS iclcd Freecmisonry
out of a strong marvel and desire torreally be a Mason, because all
the good people who have been there to help him, one way or the
other, have been Masons. And, he so long zealously desired to be
like them.

o be one, <he haun of awe s0 overwhelming taok me rwenty
years over to become.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT:

people here to make them long to join. Yet stll the Brethren Deep and unstinted gratitude is owed in the completion of

this piece to RW Agapito ‘Jun' S. Suan for the moral

‘maiatain their perspicacity
every applicant’s motive, the mystic force of whar this vibrant
bond of brotherhood drives them together has been curiously
infectious toinhabirans of Mindanao,

stimulus and inspiration, and VW Teodorico Capuyan for the
valuable tips and reference materials fo substantiate some
facts here.

‘Why in Islam are most easily eriticeabl
be, in marked contrast, one such nypmhem that can be peuu.lamd
why the rabid antagonism against Masonry among early Spanish
i awhe e e erog ok oS . s couiry
for four centuries n their time,

This aulhor s likewise very thankful to V¥ Danny ‘Penghong’ Tan,
PDDG

Jolo, rermbmn of Bud Dot Lodge 102 and Samboangan Lodge
No. 310for
making avallabla historical inputs about Jolo and ZBmDD!WB
Masons and their lodges.

Freemasonry asa fratermity ticks here in Mind;
Muslims, and here're some insights why:

among

VW Diniel Abubskar Tan, PDDGM, a Tausug native, whose
‘mother lodge i Bud Daho 102 and a dual member of Samboangan
Lodge 310, said that Islam condemns terrorism. “But on the other
hand,” VW Danny continued, “revolutionaries like the MNLF may
not mind the proliferation of Masons, unlike the Church that is
astacking Masonry. As a Muslim Masa I see no conflict berwreen

Isdam Jewish and I
seethem as mere ;ymbohmﬂ,d-r&mdtoﬂ\:GAOTU 1

Prolific Leaders in Mm:hun

Today, in Mind: Blue

Lodges existing, strecching up to far down southernmost Muslim
Tawitawi with Bud Bongao Lodge No. 288 — and virile, with VW
Andoni

* “The lamp doesn't flicker out

\ easily in Windanao. Jt keeps
on buming to share the
Wasonic light slowly,
patiently even if the odds of
darkness of adversities and
unkind forces are too strong

 against it” -

T. Dumlao Lodge No. 424 in Suri young
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PER ASPERA AD ASTRA

THE LIFE STORY OF MW AGAPITO S. SUAN, JR.

PER ASPERA AD ASTRA Thiough hardships to the stars

ST L sl e S e
a life of obscunty and adversity to live a challenging yet
ﬁ:lilhng Tife as 2 man and as 2 mason.

Adversity often prepares ordinary people, for an extraordinary destiny

In his 5ife’s joumey, trils and trbulations were his constant fellow
gmveln. Bt e of bl ame
his best teachers and ! t sharpen and
stecpthen him 1 confert tho eveucies o Pm. and manfully
overcome them.

He vas face-toface with hardship everyday. It brought home the
painful truth that suffering is an essential ingredicnt of life. An
embraced it as a friend. He discovered that adversity s a unique and
incomparable gift

Tis sublime purpose is not Dl in help us. It is the blunt
instrument that life uses to to mold and hone us o become:
men of humility, integrity o puspose.

Most Worshipful Brother Jun hails from the beautiful city of Cagayan
De Oro. He was bom on November 20, 1958 in the nistic town o
pang Dalaga, Provinee of Misamis Ocadental. His parents, Agapito
Dtegtmgeon Su, S¢ el Nioves Pty Slen, ek ore i o
theic small coconut famm. Life was hard and the income from the fam

barely enough 10 sustain a family of six.

‘The youngest of four siblings, two boys and two gids, he was the apple
of s fahee’s cye He ven lpt beiween lis parets. That conid b the
reason why he temains the youngest child. Being a fanmer, his father

he toosters , and woke Jun up to accompany him 1o their

i

Thus, at the tender age of 5, Jun developed already the self discipline 1o
be an eardy-siser

Even now, half & centucy later, when he is his own boss and owns his
time, he still gets up at cock’s crow

We teach our children, not by our words, but by the life we live, he used
to say. And =0 Jun has acquired the virues of humility, patience and
L e e e
never finished clementary, yet he was acoepted 1o serve in the police
e humslity and patience eamed him the
respect of his peers. He was a popular choice by the police foree 1o
spprehend basl core and deady cominab, taosing bim with his at of
disanming with his kind, persuasive approach, and he was able 10 bring
them peacefilly to the fold of justice

Ou loved ones nevee really leave us. They remain with s in the
treasure chest of memories that we cherish in cur hearts, One of Jun’s
inspiing bohood memocics was when he becarie ¢ Boy Scout He

ed he was to participate in the town parade. But
his joy tumed 1o dmwmmnm and sadness when he leamed that he
coulde't join after all. He didn’t have the required pair of khaki ;|.o..
pants which was the unifom of the Boy Sruul Faly in the mon
- T ot Tl S nd
just before the paride started, s ¢k, trumphantly waving the
o A Nt giree) dig ..p i iclicl goods stall
(now ukay-kay). On that ay, there was no happier Boy Scout e
Jun, marching proudly in the parade, wearing his fitting ukay-ukay short
pants!

Yeas e e Sompensated Jun o the puindl ting of it aczows. He
B R B e Eo ol raadli el e
Einocf offeelle OF Uinoi VAR Ry ecorrtas
L et i s
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I G e e e (o e
though Jun already urishing, advertising business, his Ma
ol sy
his father passed away, Jun’s moth
for 17 years until she 160 passed on to the Celestial Etemal City at
the age of 86

Jun b cignit iemory of bis Papa, the thotght of which
makes him teary-cyed cvery time he reealls that decply affecting
scene with his father. He was alzeady working as a clerk in a bank in
Cagayan De Oro City He lud a small rented room in a nearby
me and one of the boarders told him
was asking for e pecked down from a
window to sec who it was. He saw a tired old man, in magged
clothes, wearing a battered hat and holding a shabby sack filled with
marang frust 1t was his beloved father. He had a bumper crop of

marang and he wanted his favorite boy 10 have a taste of it His
Pl Srdured b VT eavel by bus from
Sapang Dalaga to Cagayan De Oro aity ot o0 i vom cun savor the
delicios taste of his marang frut.

n was so touched by the loving sacrifice of his father that he could
hardly conuin the tears ofjoy mixed with pity, as he tightly
embraced his Papa. His father did not even notice that the marng,
had hegeme oggy and messy from the bumpy ride, because Jun ate
it with gusto topether with his board mates e Jun stll has 2
penchant for the succulent marang fruit

A the youlhful oge of 7, Jun shcady showed cady fhabc of
By e e
Fethilain opries el 10 passengens at the bus
terminals

What he missed with playing around with fellow teeners was amply
compensated by the actual business education which became a
valuable asset in lter years

At the impressionable age of 14, while other teenagers were enjoying
their carcfiee youth, Jun was already hard at work a5 a janitor at the
culate Conception College in Ozamis City, which is now La
Salle University Orzamis
As @ full time working student, he was already up at the erack of
dawn, diligently performing his job of sweeping, scrubbing the floor
and cleaning classzooms and toilets, His boyhood habit of waking
up carly gave him a strong advantage to hurdle his job



He owned only two pathetic pants. One had a hole in the butt, which
he used for w The other was shghily ]nuuvhdlh which he
e e h his work 50 that the
fexkenis wortt cath bim i his faticed, “holecin-thedburt” pants

taskmaster. As if being a school janitor was not
difficult enough, Jun a1 the same time had 10 endure surenuous work
a3 a houseboy with a family, 10 eam his free board and lodging. In
time, this famly that he worked for as a houscboy, became close to
him. They st00d as principal sponsors during his wedding 1o Gidie in
1982

These are just a few glimpses of the crucible where Jun was molded
and sharpened, 10 become the strong man of courage that h
today. Despite the crushing burden to survive, Jun never let
resentment cripple his enthusiasm, nor let self pity Steal his hope
Instead of grumbling over his heavy cross, Jun used it as a bridge to
ctoss over to the mountain of success. We think we carry our cross,

butin reality, itis oue cross that carry usl

During his  solitary, carching, moments, Jun humbly
acknowledges that if not for the poverty and obstac not
reach the heights that he has achieved today. The obstacle s the

pathl God has already put in our hands the tools that we need 1o
sucoeed. But many don't use it because it entails saccifice. If we don't
sacrifice for your drcams, our dreams become the sacrifice

In 197 in Bachelor of Science in

exy young, age of 18. His alma
T e e e b o
e bad diigenly scaubbed and cleaned for thees and o bulf
exhausting et exc

Jun, gradused v » degre

s

i the goldenkey that opened the door of
opportunitics to fulfill his cherished ambitions overlows
with gratifude to 1CC-La Sall ()mnus,mv its kindness in
giving a poor struggling; e bright future

To MW Bro Jun, education is
ful

Universi

His gratcfulness took the
school’s scholarship_ prog;
sning ound,

foom of grncsows contibutions t© the
m, which once suppo

consccutive years from 2007 -2(

After gr mmmm Jurs father wisely advised him to leave their slecpy
aliga and scck his fortune in the big, bustling city
g, prof

essiona!

Auditor of the now defumet Hotel Mindana Cagayn De Oxo

City. From. here, he went to work in the banking indust

, bricfly with Solidbank (now Me e ]’lmh]»pmr
PBCom). This proved to be destiny’s

e e 410 e i it e merlaticns
* Gualberto,

Bank of Communications

S his furure
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In 1988,
challeng

st the encptic wg of 30, Jua vensued i e vt

ordd of business. He resigned from the bank and
eceived & epucaion e G wsed as his
start- up capital. To a man with ambition, this is the stairway 1o
hoeven. I business, the sky is the limit. Amed with nothing but
i whel e SRR e
on a siar, but striving o reach the stars

e workig e my gy of « bank, Brsber o would spend
his weekends nurtuing a start- up tshirt printing business as his
pleasurable pas ST a hobby, tanslated
B e oo Buses ki T Yoo Blicatig, o i
plastic |1‘|u‘il|n< signs
mio a fullg

e e e

he best investment on earth is carth. Tattooed in his mind was his
father’s admonition that if you own a land and you're willin
R wall never go hungry. Jun invested in land,
whacked his axe in pusiness. He enhanced. the
pristine beauty o rolling hills of Bukidion by putting up a
homely mountain there. has investments in poultry
farming, franchised fast-food chain, and owns a mdio station, where
Gilie hosts a daily ional and spiritual program.

state e enl

resort

Jun believes that the measure of success is not how much wealth you

have grined, but how much benefit others have ginsd from youe
success. Some of his avic affiliations include: YMC ayan De

Chapies, Bop Seout of tho Philippines, C “3, e O
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Outdoor Advertising

Association of the Philippines, Rotary Club of Uptown Cagayan De
Oro (Paul Harris Fellow), and many others numerous
philanthropies are known and recorded by Divine Handwriting
alone.

MASONIC JOURNI

Brother Jun
Freernasonry

knocked on the mystery-shrouded door of
in 1980. He patiently waited four long years before he.
finally gained admission into the hallowed halls of Macajalar Lodge
No. 184 of Cagayan De Oro City




B D i e SRR

a Master Mason in 1984 and
e mrlupm Matec s m, whe as awarded as the
Bl e asing Wo B s i

S S s i i 2 e

capacitis a Lodge Inspector, District Grand Lectuter, an

Junior Grand Lecturer 11. Agein camed datineion by bei

mwgru 2 the Most Outtandiag Dtrct Deputy G rand Master
ot 20012002 duing the e of MW Napolcon Sotian.

In 1990, Jun donned his red fez as a Shrner under the Aloha
Temple. Fle beeame a 33id Degree Scattish Rite Mason with the
it of nspector General Honorary ndes the Minganao Bodies of
the Orient of Misammis ental anc idnon. In 2018, after a 28-
e ﬂx hot sands of the mystic Shrinedom, Jun vas
orthy vear the reverential fe tious
Pot |\lz\= u} Av;].z Shrners under the junsdiction of )kmw_u
Intemational

o ) e R b bt
unprecedented  height 2016, during 00t Anmual
Communication in Tagaytay City. Against all S by
fich- flled prupe, Jom wes elested end suled as e \vmml
G arden. And now at this (103sd) AnCom, |.P s pm:
e e o
Masiee of Msions o the Most Werbiphul Gand Laces of o Fuee
and Accepted Masons orhe? Philippincs.

d home with
ro boys and two girs, all of them
ionals in their respective fields. Mairly brought about by
mascnic influence of the doting fathes, Jur’s two sons who are
Senmior DeMolays, have \emcd uw .r.u They are now active
members of Macajalar Lodge N Jun's mothet lodee. Fis
eldest son is a lawyer and a bl agayan D City.
o it gl b s ot ol e R G an
Job's Daughters Intemational. She is now happily married and
residing in Austln Her Iusbandis o mermber of the Lodge Algha
No, 970 of Blackiown wider the United Grand Lodge of New
Souith Wiles in Sydney, Austealia. Jun's third child Aga is a

ed nurse but followed his dad's penchant for business. His
A ORI Vi e e T 1
business

From LTOR: ALAN LA MADRID PURISIMA, PETER U LIMLD SLY, VOLTAIRE T GAZMN, 0Si
JUANITO P ABERIGAS, SANTIAGO T GABIONZA JF, DANILO D. ANELES, GM | RZAL 0. APORTADERA, PABLO G.KQ IR,
FRANKLIN J DEMONTEVERDE, RUDYARDO Y. BUNDA, JOHN L. CHOA AVELINOIL RAZOMJR JUANITO G.ESPINOUR,

AND ROMED 3. MO
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A natural sporteman, Jun plays a mean game of golf, as ateested by

chunks of time, energy and money. So the precious golf clubs are
put aside at the moment, to be used mainly for ceremonial tee offe
a( fundraising golf tournaments

In the autumn of his years, and enjoying the blessings of a fife well
lived, Jun is not about to slow down and ride his golf cart into the
1 e el W v ol o gl
or dieam new dreams. Yes we dic, but we don't have o refire. Jun

is exaied o step into his grand destiny, and lead the fraternity
e et O e e e e
The extraordinary is not in who we are, but in what we do, We do
not dedide to become hetoes. We decide to do heroic things.

How MW Erother Jun’s brethien describe him: “In the struggling.
labors in both his career as businessman and as Mason, what he 15
where he is now, Most Worshipful and Hlustrious Brother Jun
Suan is casily best descabed by lus brothers in the community of
Freemasons and Shriners in_ unwave
admiration. Tn one introduction of him as a key

district convention in Bukidnon, this was how the brother said of
him: “All these accolades attabuted 1o him do not make any
imprint_apparent and pompous upon his social be his
personality. No, he does not like to make himself stand. over and
above others. He has maintained himself to be as modest and
humble, ‘on the level sofi- unassurming,
approachable and listening, This bespeaks truly of him as an
exempla of a better man and a mason.”

L

In the latest interview of |\a.\\ in his favorite hub that he actally

ayan De Oro, he was as candid as modest
2 he carries himself in his aura, 1o admit how so thankful he has
been 1o the Great Architect of the Universe for the many blessings
showered on him. When he bought the property he never did have
B
o den o Lo e e
e i e
Al

s he did not expect 10 be in the
pedestal of the Grand Lodge of
Free and Acecpted Masons of the
Philippines and of Agila Shaners
as Potentate which he just recently

relinquished, for him it is just
destiny he cannot refuse. This is
the dement in him that connects
© God that Sister
Gitle who manages the madio
sution, akso uniquely shares to
acknowledge in her spisitual
devotion so profusely spread in
their Radio Ultza daily broadcast
programming
Anor

prominent  Brother

Mason and Nobl

very satisfactory life he is leading;

IN ¥, PACIFICO B. ANIAG i b league.

He remains humble in spite of his

lofty statce not only in the

Masonic Fraternity but also in the
community where he lives




i il NI

THESE WERE THE MOMENTS

MW Romeo 5. Momo
Grand Master MY 2018-2019
The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the Philippines
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MABUHAY POTENTATE & DIVANS
VISIT MW JUN SUAN; RECEIVES
MECCA SHRINERS

VW Ali C. Espina, Grand Historian

Tlustrious Potentate Nelson T. Yau of Mabuhay Shrinees Temple
together with his Divans paid a courtesy call to MW Bro. Agapito
“Jun™ Suan, Jx. last 29 April 2019,

Divans present during the courtesy call were: Noble Ayong
L (Chicf Rabban), Noble Dennis Cunanan (Assistant
Noble Francis Blanco (Temple Admin), Noble Rudy
(Assistant Recorder). During the visit, Llustrious
made MW Bro. Jun Suan, himself a Past Potentate of Agila Shrine
Temple, an honorary member of Mabuhay

Tmmediate fter, Mabuhay Nobles received the visiting Noble

of Mecea Shrane Temple \lu 1 from New York. It was a very
special occasion for both Temples as the Pollnlala of both come
only fron .hnnglm.g 0. 59, Grand Lodge of
The Philippines. llustrious Yau is a Past Master of the said Lodge,
a PDDGM & Past Asst. Grand Treasurer, while Illustnous
Manalang, is a Life Member by Longevity of the Lodge, & a Past
Master of Park Lodge No. ‘Grand Lodge of The State of New
Yok, Officers & members of Labong, some of whom are also
Shiinecs ako amtefitled the special oecasion - WM Eliseo Raul
Racaize S stevenson Ang, T Bowie Ko VW ety Alex

", YW Auditor Winston Chingkiat

Months before the visit, Tlustiow Yau requested help rmm
Dlustrious Manalang if the lifiet can assist & provide them
burn oinments. Hhustrious Manalang, immediatcly initiated 2 fmd
dnve for said ointments, supported by Mecca
Nobles, especially the

onc Lodge — L

tuméd ove the bum ointments 1o
Mabuhay. llustious Magalang also giftcd the Nobles present with
his commemorative pms gaverlllustrious Yau the mee Mecca
pin. Afterehich, T Manslung, swaded Mabuihay Noble
who sojourned in Mecea last year wath theie “Hadji” Certificates &
Fins. The Hadf tilf & gestiffaies e\l grven 1o Nobics who
have sojou & visited the Mother Shdne. In reciprocation,
Ilustrious nu contecred to Mustious Manalang the position &
tille of Mabuhay “Ambassador-At-Large.”

The event ended with'a simple fellowship at the adjacent La
Solidaridad cafeteria hosted by Mabuhay.

In a simple ceremony,

MECCA SHRINE TEMPLE NO.1
VISITS GRANDMASTER SUAN

VW Ali C. Espina, G

Last 29 April 2019, Mecea Shrine Temple No. 1 (New York) paid
the very first courtesy call to our Gran Master, MW Bro. Agapito S
Suan, ] Despite his office stil bare because also his first day
in his office, MW Bro, happily accepted i

rand Historian

e Mecot delgxion, cummposed maly oF FA an hiines s
lead by its Potentate, Tustrious Willie Manalang, Other Nobles of
the delegation were:
RW Paul Guerrero (Park Lodge No. 516, Grand Lodge of New
York)
WB Jose Bonoan (Josc Rizal Lodge No. 1172 & Park Lodge
No. 516, Grand Lodee of New York)
+ Bro. m«" hedand (Heritage Lodge No. 371, Grand Lodge
of New
Bro. AI e (Gramercy Lodge No. 537,
New York)
© Uiy i (i e (e e 4B G
Lodge of New Yor
= ulpna Caina’ (Plaridel Lodge No. 3

Grand Lodge of

Grand Lodge of

w Jerse,

VW Rolly Ro:h:. PSGL (Taga

of The Philippi

VW Ali nP.m Gn (Labong, Lodge No. 59, Grand Lodge of

The Philippines)

* Bro. Aaron Ho (Labong Lodge No. 59, Grand Lodge of The
Philippines)

+ Bro. Josclito Quintana (
The Philippines)

The delegation offered pins & simple tokens 1o the Grand Master

during the courtesy call. The Grand Master reciprocated Mecca by

hosting a simple merienda in the adjacent room of his office. .

Manalang is a Life Member by Longevity of Labeng Lodge Ne. 59
a Past Master of Park Lodge No. 516 (Grand Lodge of New

York).

Lodge No. 79, Grand Lodge

lar Lodge No. 15, Grand Lodge of

MW Bro. Suan was himself an Tllustrious Potentate (2018) of Agjla
Shrine No, 195, based in Mindanao,




GLP 2019-2020 CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES

MAY 2019 - RENEWING THE MASONIC FAITH

As the firstmonth of the term of the focus will be given in i remind lodges
of(hein.lEa\msuiFfeemasﬂmyand(nredlrect\h&llp\ansand 10 the i GLP that will be
: District Tumavers / Landmark: "Ohhgaunns/GLFSIaﬂrammg

Lacnohol Biue Lodge/District MES Modules

JUNE 2019 -IMPORTANCE TO EDUCATION
Freemasonry has always given priority in assisting in the education of the youth— who as what Bro. Jose Rizal once said are the
“future of the nation.” Masonry hapes to dispel the darkness of ignorance through the medium of education especially on the young
and malleable minds of the youth. The GLP programs thatwill be implemented during such pericd will be as follows: Adopt-A-School
Program / Launch of Gne Million Notebooks Project/ Donate-A-Flag Program

JULY 2019 - HERITAGE MONTH AND APPENDANT BODIES

In order 1o gain measure of what we have achieved as an organization, it is often prudent to look back at our history as a masonic
jurisdiction and honer these brethren that have contributed so much to the growth and prosperity of the Grand Lodge. The GLP
programs that will be implemented during such period will be s follows: Revisiting and honaring the heritage of Masonic lodges in
the Philippines / District Ritual Competition

AUGUST 2019 - HONORING OUR HEROES
The story of heroism and patriolism has always been linked to the history of Freemasonry in the Philippines. After all, most of
our natienal heroes trace their affiations to the Crafl. Nowadays, heroisi take new form as migrant workers as well
uniformed personnel of the AFP and of other are heroes in their own right. The GLP
programs that will be implemented during such period wifbe s toows Adopt-A-Hero Program / Launch of GLP-Sponsored
Book on Philippine History

SEPTEMBER 2019 - THE SERVANTS INAPRONS
©On this month, we bring humility behind the L Masler Masons" as we renow our commiiment o sodiey and hopeuly renew ¢ \he
way people look and perceive

as follows: Series of Masor Lsauses Caravanl‘Opeanuae ol
Lodges — Introducing y fLaunch of i videos on rthern Luzon
Mult-District Gonvention / Ganiral Luzon MultDistrict Gonvention / Nofther Mindanao MUl Disthet Gonvention / Souther
Mindanao Multi-District Convention

OCTOBER 2019 -MASGNS FOR MOTHER NATURE
Apart from our responsibiliies towards our fellowmen, also regarded as stewards of the Earth- forthe
Great Architect of the Universe, who has created all things in existence. Thus, attention should also be given o caring for our
environment as well as to activities aimed at preserving our natural resources. The GLP programs that will be implemented during
such pericd will be as follows: GLP-led environmental activities / Tree-planting: Tanay, Rizal / Clean-A-Creek Project / Coastal
cleanup NCR Multi-District Convention / Visayas Multi-District Conventien / Western Mindanao Multi-District Convention / Overseas
Multi-District Ganvention

MIDTERM
Sometime in between the month of October and November, for the GLP
GLP has taken during the past six months and lo re-direct, if necessary, activities and programs krwards the achievement of
team. The GL ill will be as follows

Mid-term planning
Submission of Reports

NOVEMBER 2019 - REMEMBERING THE SICK AND THE ELDERLY, THE WIDOWS AND ORPHANS

Part of a Mason's mission is to uplift the plight of and the re for the sick and the
a\darWAespeaally w they are: membe:s al the Craft. Each |adge must aocountfor thelr \nsl brother for wa ard our brothars keeper.
We also have to d swho he GLP programs that will

beimplemented duﬂng such| Veﬂod wl\l be asfollows: S\mshlne Visits / Submission 01 Lavsamon Revur\s/ Bonifacio Day: November
30/GM's Birthday: November 20

2019

y mason knows, December i in blue lodges in xmsmnsmcnnn thus "lghl\ghnnn the topic ofleauersmp
Thistopici asitis alsoon th that
GLP that will be Pe as follows: GLI i rand Masterﬁ Day: Decsmber
19/Blue Lodge Elections

31



GLP 2019-2020 CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES

JANUARY 2020 - SPREADING THE WEALTH: AN EXERCISE OF GENUINE CHARITY
The abundance of December immediately spills over the month of January and what better way to set the tone for the spread the
wealth amangst our ranks as well as our fellawmen. The month also farmally opens the installatien period in biue lodges. The GLP.
programs that will be implemented during such period will be as follows: GLP-led charity works / Gift-Giving project / Installations /
Mindanae Masanic Convention-Cagayan De Oro

FEBRUARY 2020 - ATENG/WOMEN'S MONTH
The monkn o heers hruei nt the ot s parsons dearoe'o o1 heall whEHTe the v betfigrery mason. For o 2]
sacrifice a member of the Craft makes for the glory and honor of
their time with their partners. Thus, as a show of gratitude, we dedicated the wnu\e manlh of Febmary ACI\VHIES. Installations /
Valentine's Day /Ladies' Night/ Women's Month / Visayas Masonic Convention - Gebu

MARCH 2020 -RECOGNITION OF LABORS
As the year draws lo a close, it is important to recognize the efforts of the deserving and worthy brethren who have labored for the
glory of e Fratemity during the pest manths. The GLP programs tt i be mplemented during such period willbe as follows:
Ledge and Dists Reports  Luzon Masenic Convention - Zambales

APRIL 2020 -ANCOM MONTH
As the sun rises in the East, to npﬁnand adnm the day, so must t set in the West at the close of it. April, as custom dictates, hosts the
GLPAnnual G the turover of power in the Grand East. This is a culmination month wherein the GLP
for the immediate term that passed o prepare for their exit and ensure a smooth transition. The GLP programs that will be
implemented during such period will be as follews: Thanksgiving Dinner/ Formal Tumover

dress: 38 C. ALMEDA ST. BARANGAY SAN PEDRO, PATEROS
#09177113080

32



KALANTIAO

MASONIC LODGE NO. 187
M.D. RVI-PANAY

VW John B. Franco

UPON ARRIVING AT THE PLAZA , GO WHERE THE STATUE OF BRO.
JOSE RIZAL IS POINTING AT, AND THERE OUR LODGE SHALL BE. /t
is like o clue out of Dan Brown's Da Vinci Code, but that is exactly
how you willfind Kalantiae Masonic Lodge No. 187 lecation,

LODGE HISTORY

Named after Datu Bendahara Kalantiao of Aklan, the author of the
“Code of Kalantiao”, Kalantiao Masonic Lodge no. 187 is the
Second Masonic Lodge organized in lloflo City under Masonic
District n0.20 . It traces its beginning to October 28, 1967 when a
group of Brethren residing in the City and Province of lloilo
received from Grand Master MW Mariano Q. Tinio a dispensation
to assemble as.a Masonic Lodge.

On April 24, 1968, the Grand Lodge of the Philippines gave
Kalantiao Masenic Lodge a Charter and assigned to it the number
187. Grand Master MW Joseph C. Schon constituted the Lodge on
July 22, 1968 in lloilo City. VW Valerio Rovira, RW Damaso Tria, WB
Gil Octaviano, WB Ponciano Leonidas, W8 Teofilo Marte, WB
Leodegario Celis and others assisted him. Immediately after the
constitution of the Lodge, its officers, led by WB Francisco 1. Jison,

| Master, Bro. Romeo Hiponia, Senior Warden, and
BroRmlR. Quimpo, Junior Warden, were installed into office.

In his closing remarks at the Constitution Ceremonies, MW Schon
expressed his foresight that this Masonic Lodge will one day be
one of the most prosperous Masonic Lodge in the whole island of
Panay, with lloilo-Acacia Masonic Lodge No.11, its mother lodge,
serving as 2 good example, True enough, the lodge has already
produced one Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of the Philippines,
MW Justice Ricardo P. Galvez Sr., and 8 District Deputy Grand
Master, VW Panfilo Enojas, YW Severino C. Aguilar, VW Glenn
AM. Catedral, VW Renato V. Alba,VW Melwen A. Sustento, VW
Wilson Cua Locsin, VW Dante A. Denate and VW John B. Franco.
Moreover, the lodge has also humbly produced 3 Grand Line
officers as Junior Grand Lecturer-Western Visayas, namely, VW
Severino C. Aguilar, VW Wilson Cua Locsin and VW John B, Franco.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH ACTIVITY

As commitment to Masonic Tenets and Virtues taught by the
Craft, Kalantiao Masonic Lodge no.187 fraterally embraced the
Charitable Activity by adopting the less fortunate 2 Barangays in
liefle City and a Public Elementary School as recipients of the
Lodge Outreach Program for the past 10 years. The adopted
Barangays are Barangay Sto.Nino, Arevalo District and Barangay
East Baluarte both from iloilo City. The less fortunate constituents
consistently received gift packs every December as part of the
Christmas Tradition of the Lodge.

The Sambag Public Elementary School located in Jaro, lloilo City
was alse adopted by the Lodge in support of the “Adopt a Public
School Program”. The Worshipful Lodge humbly donated bags with
school sy 0 less fortunate students, and a computer and
LCD projector to enhanced the school IT capabllity.

Last July 2018, as the Lodge celebrated its SO™ Founding
Anniversary, a fund-raising was launched to support the “Project
Jubilee” to support the building of a state-of-the-art Computer
Lab, the first in the Department of Education, Division of llilo, the
donation of 20 units of computers with printers and a wide-screen
LCD TV, and the rehabilitation of the old ICT room.

The event was graced by the presence of ne less than RW Rolen
= Pty B Cmd B g e
Philippines as GOHAS. It was attended by z
fo

families of m!wvﬂuu quru. J.aﬂqe No.187, together with the

% Bringing. ém.« M.&rm« -m,gnnﬂ %

MASONIC DISTRICT
RIV CAVITE EAST
VW Rayner C. Lorenzo
DDGM 2019 - 2020




On May 28 will be the 121st year since the banner
which shall become the flag of our couniry was first unfuried
‘a Mason - General Emilio Aguinaldo in the Battie of Alapan in
Imus, Cavite in 1898.

The same Philippine Flag will be waved 15 days later as the

i G ety o e P L S

Mansion in Kawit accompanied by the mi tarcha Nacional

Firing (uich il o0 adopled as the e of the s Prilopine
June 12-

ONCE UPON THE LEVEL OF TIME:
In search of the First GLP Flag Ceremony

WB Joseph Harold W. Santiago, PM

FLAG CEREMONIES

Most Worshipful Brather Esteban Munarriz, Grand Master, requested
the Grand Marshal to present the Flag of the Nation at the Altar,
Worshipful Brather Pedro Lombos, Grand Marshal, complying with the
order of the Most Worshipful Grand Master, entered the Grand lodge.
Hall accompanied by the Grand Standard Bearer wha was holding the
National Fiag, the Grand Deacons and the Grand Stewards acting as.
escorts, and the Grand Sword Bearer leading them. Then, the Grand

‘What about in our own Masanic Backyar
‘Ceremonyof the Grand Ladge conducted?

When was the First Flag

MOST WORSHIPFUL GRAND MASTER, Distinguished Brethren in
the Grand East, my Brethren:

answer made us sift
Annual Proceedings and it was observed that there were no records of
‘any Flag Geremony from 1912101949

As the dispiay o even possession of the Philippine Flag was dedlared
ILLE i i lippir i by

Virtue of the Flag Law, the absence of our National Banner is not
‘surprising during the early years of the Grand Lodge. The ban is also a

3 the Flag L
16 Garemanis o e Gean Lodge 8 Ivoughout Bronés Memel
Quezon's Commonwealth Era s noticeable.

tothe Fil July4, 1
with another Mason - Manuel Roxas swomn in as President of the 3rd
Ropibbgo] o sink oy Coromony. e ek o T

by side nthe Country.

On January 12, 1948 - MW Emilio P. Virata (Grand Master 1947)
issued Edict No_ 32 prescribing the procedures in conducting the flag
Geremony. At this point, one can assume that both the Philippine Flag

nd the lar features.
n succeeding Lodge Meelings. For the AnCom however, they were
stilinatincluded.

inJanuary 24, 1950, whereby the following is duly recorded:

Passing of Act No. 1697
(FLAG LAW)
by the American dominated
Pudlippine Cammizsiee, entlawing
the display of the pine Flag
as well as the pll;lng of the
Philippine National Anthem,

P e 1507
Pl FLAG e

October 1919, FLAG LAW repealed

Filipino Representatives & Senators.
in the Philippine Legisiature
reinstating the Philippine Flag

the
Official Standard of the Nation.

uniry -

an integral whole: @ e Pt ok o enbenteolic
republic, demacratic, ree and independert

THE FIRST PHILIPPINE FLAG

AS FLOWN
FROM 1898 UNTIL ITS BAN IN 1907:

T2 o 1638,

- ST PRV

. born of

berty-oving peowe and lod by the guiding spir of the desiines of

nations, it ou

and a fiving symbol of our birthnight. In its name history records the
nat

The Sun is an emblem of the eteral life of our State and the symbol of
gui tiny of our race; ts eight the
eightfirst constituent provinces.

The three stars designate our three greal regions, ours by gift of nature.
and by design of the Almighty.

The whila triangie tells us of our peaceful and friendly purposes as well
as the sincerity and purity of our actions, the Masonic trinity of Peace,
Hope and Charity.



And the d s y with which we
hold onto ourtropic skies.

On the whole, tfie triangle, the Sun and the tiree Stars that make our
Fathe

AND TRUSTALMHTy AN OIS STICE TRATHT BE
YOUR CHILDREN, AN

CEILDRENRS CrHiL DREN 70 GLORIEY AND RENDER MORE HOLY

THAT THOSE WHO DIED FOR ITMIGHT NOT HAVE DIED IN VAIN.

Excerpis from the Proceedings of the 34th Annual Communications
Tuesday - January 24, 1950, pp. 11~ 14

of God. As our , somay it
theland of a happy people.

The National Anthem was played and sang by the Crafl, and Brotfier
Charles Mosebrook, gave the following prayer:

(INVOCATION onitted)

THE PHILIPPINES FLEW 2 FLAGS
DURING THE 2ND WORLD WAR:

The
COMMONWEALTH VERSION
COMMONWEALTH Gov'T
(75411845
THE AGUINALDO VERSION
USED BY THE
arpnisg sronsoneo |
(1543 1844

—_—

THE COMMONWEALTH VERSION
OF THE PHILIPPINE FLAG WERE
USED IN THE FOLLOWING YEARS:

1936 - 1941, 1946 - 1985,
AND
1986 - 1998,
e

Flag was then placed in the East and Brother Pedro R. Francisco
il following:

SALUTE TO THE FLAG
THERE FLIES OUR FLAG, AN EMBLEM OF RARE BEAUTY AND

PATRIOTIC MEANING: THE CONSTANT INSPIRATION OF OUR
PEOPLE FORALIFE OF PEACE, INDEPENDENCE AND FREEDOM;

L A Bl E e ENSEE E R AR AESS AV

THE PHILIPPINE FLAG
FTER THE LIFTING ON ITS BAN IN 1919
UNTIL THE BEGINNING THE 2ND WORLD WAR

Ao s oo

One can only imagine, the emotion generated among the Brethren at that
particular moment

Presentation Part which was delivered by the Grand Marshal, and v
Salute Proper which was recited by another brother, and that the
Phillppine National Anthem, Invocation and the Flag's ascension to the
East,

Moving forward (o the next 2 Communications (1951 and 1952), the
Flag G i

By 1953, the ceremony were changed in accordance to Edict 37 issued
by MW Sidney Austin in October 18, 1952. A practice that wil be
followed for the next 10 years until amended by Edict 44 of MW William
Quasha, issuedin September 12, 1962.

By the time of the 53rd Annual Communication in 1969, the Flag

eremon; g
Nation before the Altar followed by the singing of the National Anthem
and the Invocation of the Grand Chaplain.

In March B, 1993 MW Agustin Mateo issued Edict No. 155 providing for
the sign of ing ppi

Watawat' was ranslated by MW Danilo Angeles, PGM in 1987 back
when he was Junior Grand Lecturer for Cantral Luzon. It was delivered
by the Team af District Officers of Masonic District 6 (Nusva-Ecija —
Aurora) at the Grand Lodge in August 22 of the same year in
‘commemoration of the Linggo ng Wika, The said version prove popular
‘and endearing especially when delivered with freedom, fervency, and
2eal. In the 1 W Angeles was invited a number of times al the
guinaldo Mansion in Kawit, Cavite to render the piece in
commenoration of the Country’s Independence Day.

FELICITYOF¢ ;

o e S Ol B SN O
AJA LAR/

LOVE [T, BECAUSE IT IS THE PRICELESS RELIQUE OF OUR
COUNTRY THAT IS EVER WITH US INALL VICISSITUDES OF LIFE;

L s g R e S R L B e MRS

LLOWED MANTLE THAT
COVERED THE BLEEDING AND MANGLED BODIES GF OUR
SOLDIERS DEAD;

BLESS ITAND DEDICATE IT TO GOD, aEcn USE ITIS THE FRUIT OF
THE SAGRIFIGES OF OURHEROES Wi
NOWINETERMITYREST;

ot a part of our Flag Ceremonies per approved Edicts
orRitual jon i ings whil ippi i

P Official C:
for the Grand L tim i M
Piece— gishor Filipino, i ip

iaow

1238 0n 10 e Prcsen.

o N
RETUNED THE BLUE SHAGE FRo
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Charity & Humility

Foundations of a True Mason

MW BRO. AGAPITO S. SUAN, JR.

102%° GRAND MASTER OF MASONS
MOST WORSHIPFUL GRAND LODGE OF
FREE & ACCEPTED MASONS OF THE PHILIPPINES
MASONIC YEAR 2019-2020
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In Petrospect: TALAVERA MASONIC LODGE NO. 273

VW Noel Tumangan Patelo
Lodge Historian

Tha Mame. Named atter the torem of Tolavera in Nueva Ecla,
Talavera is a Spanish name, but the oid residents prefer to trace
its etymology to a love story involving a young damsel named
Tola and a dashing swain called Vero, They say these two
married and were the first setders of the town. It Is an
improbable stery, but one that will warm the cockles of the
hearts of incurable romantics.

The Lodge. This Lodge was the brainchild of 77 Master Masons
who were members of a majority of the lodges of Nueva Ecija.
On October 28, 1985, Grand Master Pedro W. Guerzon gave
them a dispensation authorizing them to form a lodge in
Talavera, Nueva Ecija that would carry the name of the town.

During the first six months of the existence of the lodge under
dispensation, the members held 15 meetings, initiated twelve
applcants or deges, pessed all of them ard resed seven of

to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason. They also
awmd a lot by donation from Marcial Punzal, a native of
Talavera, Nueva Ecija, a 2,021 square meter lot, located a few
meters from the National Highway. Based on these, the Grand
Lodge granted Talavera Lodge a charter during the Annual
Communication held in April 1986.

On June 21, 1986, the new Grand Master Reynold S. Fajardo
motored to Talavera, Nueva Ecija and, with the assistance of
several Masenic dignitaries, constituted Talavera Lodge No. 273.
The first batch of initiates of Talavera Lodge No. 273, under
charter, were Danilo Uy Tak, Inocencio B. Sagun, Jr., and Roberto
L. Morales. They were ralsed to the sublime degree of Master
Mason in June 1

In 2392, Ful2 Logige Nog273 they heiteps of the beahran
and ends_under the leadership of the officers f
Masonic. Year 1692, erected o beautifui Temple on a big lot
denated toit. Those principally responsible for the construction
of the Temple were: Pablito S. Lacanilao, Master; Inocencio B,
Sagun, Ir., Senior Warden., Leonardo T. Ting, Junior Warden;
Florencio M. Gloria, Chairman of the Construction Committee;
Franco 5. Manahan, Member; Juan S. Nepomuceno, Member;
and Danlel M. Ferrer, Member.

Today, Talavera Lodge No. 273 s growing and producing good
Masons; future leaders of the Fraternity. It has been the
recipient of commendations within the District and from the
Grand Lodge.

Currently, for Masonic Year 6019-6020, the Lodge is
spearheaded by BRO. JONATHAN A. NEPOMUCENO,
Worshipful Master, BRO. MARVIN G. MARTINEZ, Senior
Warden, BRO. ALFRED LEONARD B. DOMINGO, Junior
Warden, VW MICHAEL M. BELEY, Treasurer, WB ARTFHEL C.
CAUYAO, Secretary, VW EDISON P. RIVERA, Auditor, VW
JUAN 5. NEPOMUCENO, Chief of Staff.

As of this writing, from the original 77 Charter Members of
the Lodge, the records show that the youngest Master
Mason is at No. 186, Bro. Joseph A. Bergonio, who was
raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason on
September 15, 2016. However, on the trestleboard are four
Fellowcrafts awaiting a time with patience. Moreaver, 22
brethren have been bestowed Life Membership
Lengevity), 38 brethren have joined the Celestial Lodge, 9
brethren were meted SN.P.D. status, 18 brethren are
active in thelr Mother Lodges, 29 brethren are
withersoever dispersed and 4 brethren have thus far opted
to demit

Talavera Masonic Lodge No. 273 will continue to travel
along the “rough and rugged” road of the Philippine
jurisdiction, “bridging men through harmony and brotherly
love, making better men for better society” and to (hread
on “charity and humility: joundations of a true mason”.

(Some parts were ljfted from the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of the
Philippines’ Philippine Lodges 2000 Edition. pp. 390-391.)

THE GLP Centennial Chronicles (7o ro00)

Author's Note: The Centennial Chronicles — will be a continuing
series intended to mark the Lodges and other Masonic

celebrating the Centenary of their
nniversaries.

Organizations who wi

Founding and Charter

REFERENCES:

1. Calculation based on the 1912 date from the Proceedings of 3
9

onvention of Master Masons Assembled (1912) pp.
2. GLP Centennial Menitor (2015 pp. 49

3. GLP Centennial Menitor (2015) pp. 49 -
A few years back, the lodge came up with its own publication - P f the Sth Annual Ce pp. 54871
called “IN RETROSPECT, which came into fruition as a “guiding  5- f the 7th Annual Ca Pp.43-44.
light” in the historical journey of this biue lodge. To the younger 5'; ek Al . ig;
generations, [t may well be a significant piece to acquire 3  §p P :g: 395-1204
wealth of material micrmamn And to the seniors of the Lodge, 9. Py o . 299
it could bFII'\E forth a nostalgic reminder of the early days of the 10. the 8th Annual 295-296
Lodge, to whom this mpressive Masonic zdmrz s 1 the 8th Annua 291
dedmed as every member is grateful 12. ': ;:: 208
Crater Maser s st Wrshito Maske of she Lodgs, YW = T S
Servando V. Lara, PDDGM. Since its institution in 1985, the 5 the 8th Ar 252

16, P 1 the 8th Ar =

17. f the 8th Ar

ithin the Philippine jurisdiction, most notable are the Past & RO iy e i;;':;:m";"c-zlummm . 151 253

District Deputy Grand Masters in VW Leonardo T. Ting, VW Juan oo e e e T,

. Nepomuceno and VW Emil Andrew M. Dela Rosa |
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HEAR YE!

THE GLP CENTENNIAL
CHRONICLES:
Centenary Lodges of 1919

WB Joseph Harold W. Santiago, PM

The 1008 Year since the Organizaton and Cousituion of the Mast
Worshipful Grand Lodge tasons in_ the
jurisdiction of the mmppm:s in 312 s\lni\ed the beginning of the
Age ntenary Anniversaries of its subordinate lodges as they are
Instituted and Constituted one after the other.

Following the Hundred Year Mark can be confusing asto when should

a lodge celebrate its Milestone Years. The answer lies In the dates

indicated n one of the most important documents of a lodge ~ Its
e

A Charter o3 taugit to every Entered Asprentics Mascn is an
aramant smanating from 2 Granc Lodee, s 1 Krecicion
signed by the Grand Master and Grand certain
brethren therein named, when duy isembied, o Itwte, s and
Raise al and true who may apply for the purpose an
A

The firs date found in a Charter isthe date of receip of the Lodey's
Dispensation which s s 3 Charter, issued by the Grand Master
during the recess of e o Lodge which for & imited period
confers similar powers . This is known as th nstitution,
e can be considersd 5 the Founding Date of the s 109ge 3 1 1
the first time that a certain number of asons were allowed
Lodge to meet as a Lodge under an assumed name but
without a number.

The second date indicated is when the Lodge has been granted its
Charter and Numbered upon the registry of the Grand Lodge. This is
now known as the Lodge’s Date of Canstitution which is the first time
that the organization I3 formalized with ts Name and Number. The
lodge nam ged from time to time as resolved by Its
members, but the number remains canstant as it s the official count
regstered in a particular jurisdiction.

Going back to 100 years ago, it can be observed that the 2nd date
written in Lodge Charter is the date when the Charter itself was
granted during the Annual Communications (which commences eve
dth Tuesday ry and terminates Thursday of the same week) (<.
Wth this practce, il the Lodges that were granted thelr Crarters
om In 1919 have the

Constitution vary and is not ins er but reflected
officially in the Annual Proceedings of the succeeding year.
The following are the & subordinate lodgss who celebrated the

harter Anniversary last 28th of January 20:
The Indedeal Datesof their Consiittion are also indicatec:

Lodge Name Date of Constitution Lodge Location
Charleston Lodge No. 43 SISO s G
Lodge No. 45 07 April 19191 Zamboanga City
Malolos Lodge No. 46 22 March 1919 iy of Meblos Bulacan
Makabugwas Lodge No 47 3L May 1919%1  Tacloban City
Pampanga Masanic 29 March 19199 City of San Femando,
Lodgs Noss panga
1 Mainam Lodga o492 Febmary a1l M C =E

Saran gani Lodge N
Pyt g S 18 ooy 191907 oo ot

Below are the 3 subordinate lodges :a\zbrahng the Centenary of their
Founding Anniversary this 2012 as well 114

Lodge Hame Dispensation Granted  Lodga Locatios
Pinatubo Lodge No. 52 30January 1919 "1 San Antonio,

Cabsnatuan lodge Mo.53 04 September 19191 Cabanatuan Cy,
cija
tingeya iy,

Pangasinan Lodge No. 56. 2 January 1919 W1
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HEAR YE!

EIGHT INSTITUTED LODGES IN
MY2018-2019 GRANTED CHARTERS!

WB. Benson Pimentel
It was a jubilant moment for charter members of several lodges
under dispensation (UDs) whe & wes annourced s part of the
Report mmittee on Administration of Lodges, Charters
o Retms during the 103" Ancom in Cagayan de Oro City
that their lodges have been granted their respective charters.
As such a lodge number has been assigned to each one, as
follows:
+ Cabuyao City Masonic Lodge No. 442
+ Davao de Oro Masonic Lodge No. 443
+  Primera Republica Masonic Lodge No. 444
. Deodoro €. Go Masenic Lodge No. 445
& Moncada Masenic Lodge No. 446
+  Bantayang Bato Masonic Lodge No. 447
+  Pangarap Masonic Lodge No. 448
+ Calasiao Masonic Lodge No. 449

These lodges shall now venture into a new era of their
existence as a lodge under the jurisdiction of the Meost
Worshipful Grand Lodge of the Philippines, and shall be duly
constituted in the current Masonic Year.

Wiell done, my brothers!

-
R s TN
v,,wwwm«m@

Bantayang Bato Masonic Ladge No. 447 brethren headed by their
Charter Master WB Rodrigo S. Fernandez, J. (Past Master of Nilad
Lodge No. 12) with MW Romeo 5. Momo during institution of the
lodge on October 10, 2018 at the Grand Lodge of the Philippines.

P
My

The above lodges warked under dispensation in 1919 with their
Charters granted on January 27, 1920 during the 8th Annual
Communications (4.

No. 54 was registered to Filipinas Lodge in Unisan, Tayabas (now
Quezon Province) whose dispensation was issued in December 26,
3939 and constuted & months later The Lodge however, lited
only 15 years due to a critical drop in membership and bankruptcy.
it Charter was arrested by 1935 and no attempt has been made to
revive the lodge
The No. 55 is for Makawiwili Lodge in Roxas City, Capiz. The lodge
holds the distinction of being granted a charter without working

under dispensation
(contined on Pago 39)



FRATERNAL GREETINGS!

INTRAMUROS LODGE NO. 363 F. & A.M.

RYAN VILLAFRANCA

Worshipful Master
2019-2020



ABOUT THE COVER

The cover shows the newly-
installed Grand Master of the
Most Worshipful Grand Lodge
of the Philippines, MW Agapito
S.Suan in his habiliment during
the Installation Ceremonies at
the Ancom 2019 in Cagayan De
Oro City.

/ Appearing beside MW Suan is a
A 7 rendering of his term's emblem,
{ wherein the official logo of the
| Grand Lodge of the Philippines

#  is shown at the center of a blue
\ swan spreading its majestic
wings. The swan may easily be
construed as the Grand Master's
spirit-animal, it being auditorily

resembling his family name.

On the cover also is the chosen
theme of the Grand Master for his
term, Charity and Humility:

Foundations of a True Mason.

The watermark or background is
the cover design of the notebooks
that will be donated under the
One Million Notebooks Project of
MW Suan. It shows the faces of
some famous Filipino Freemasons
and other brethren from elsewhere

in the world.
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION:

The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge
of Hree and Accepted Masons of the Philippines

CIRCULAR NO. 9 - MW SUAN
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