


Editor's Page 
A Season of Light
by VW Gene Illenberger, GSc (379)

NCR News
Celebrating the 150th Birth An-
niversary of MW Rafael Palma
by WB Novid Jafari (147)

Luzon News
Masonic Lodges Unite 
for Landmark Tree Planting 
Event in 2024
by Bros. Jerome Y. Ang & Francisco V. 
Cresencio (152)

Luzon News 
San Jose Del Monte Lodge 
Visits Filipinas Bondoc 
Peninsula Lodge
by Bro. John Paul Salonga (357)

Mindanao News 
SCOD Special Session in 
Cagayan de Oro City
by VW Teodoro T. Halibas, PDGL(220)

Mindanao News 
Davao City observes 
"Freemasonry Week"
by VW Edgar S. Bentulan, PDDGM (253)

Mindanao News 
RW Rivera Attends Blessing 
of Laureano S. Ledres 
Lodge No. 271
by VW Edgar S. Bentulan, PDDGM (253)

Grand Court of the Philippines 
on a renaissance
by Hon. Lady Arlene T. Baccay, Grand 
Royal Matron

In this Issue...

07

08

09

10

11

Furthermore 
The Operatives
by Giovanni A. Villegas (202) 
and Laudemer A. Astudillo (115)

A Whisper of Good Counsel
by Sator

That Holy Book
by VR Samuel P. Fernandez, HA, PGC (42)

GLP Jubilee Journal
by VW Harold W. Santiago, GH (48)

CAPITOL THROUGH THE YEARS 
60 years of Brotherly Love, 
Relief, and Truth
by VW Garry P. Pasiona (174)

GOLDEN LODGE ANNIVERSARY 
OF ANDRES BONIFACIO LODGE 
NO. 199 (1974 – 2024)
by VW Godofredo L. Señires III (199)

Jacobo Zobel Memorial Lodge 
The First 50 years
by Bros. Noel Baluyot  
& Giovanni Villegas (202)

30TH FOUNDING 
ANNIVERSARY OF FACTORIA 
MASONIC LODGE NO. 311
“CELEBRATING THREE DEC-
ADES  OF BROTHERHOOD, 
SERVICE AND EXCELLENCE”
by WB Mervin P. Gonzales (311)

The 1917 Fusion
by WB Larry Carbonel (116)  
and Giovanni Villegas (202)

06
05

14

12

16

26

28

31

36

20
23

38

2 3The Cable Tow |  Vol. 101, No. 4 - A Season of Light



VW GENE B. ILLENBERGER, GSc (379)                                          
Editor-in-Chief

VW EDGAR S. BENTULAN, PDDGM(253) 
Associate Senior Editor

WB LARRY VIC C. CARBONEL, PM (116)  
Associate Junior Editor                                                                                              

VW JOSELITO D. BULAWIN, HA, PDDGM (305) 
Managing Editor                                           

VW ALBERTO C. DUMLAO, PJGL (46) 
Multi Media Editor 

VW JOSEPH HAROLD W. SANTIAGO, GH (48) 
Circulation Director 

BRO. GIOVANNI A. VILLEGAS (202) 
Art Director 

BRO. LOUIE A. CASTRO, MD (48)
Medical Director

BRO. JONATHAN A. PAULO (122) 
Technical Editor

BRO. EDWARD CESAR T. DELA CUESTA (381)
GLP Photographer

MS. APRIL SALVADOR
Office Secretary

 
LEGAL ADVISERS 

BRO. MARK LAWRENCE V. BANZON (4) 
BRO. EULOGIO AMADO M. SABBAN (4) 

BRO. RANDY B. ESCOLANGO (103)

TCT CONSULTANTS 
VR SAMUEL P. FERNANDEZ, HA, PGC (42)

VW TEODORO KALAW, IV, CSGL (136)

CORRESPONDENTS
VW GREGORY B. BLAS, PDDGM (44)

BRO. JOHN PAUL R. VALLEGA (89)
Overseas

BRO. ENRIQUE ANTONIO B. REYES (89)
VW ARNULFO B. MACATANGAY, PDGL (21)

National Capital Region
BRO. EDGAR A. COOK (410)

North Luzon
WB IVAN JETHRO A. BALAGTAS (476)
VW VIC V. VIZCOCHO, JR., PGSc (52)

VW CARY D. UY, PDDGM (357)
Central Luzon

VW ERICK P. ROLDAN, PDDGM (33)
VW ERWIN I. VERSOZA, PDDGM (33)

South Luzon
BRO. KARL MARTIN P. JAEN (194)

Western Visayas
BRO. NISSAN RIO G. SOSA (211)

Eastern Visayas
BRO. RUFINO Z. SAN JUAN IV (347)

Central Visayas
BRO. ROBERT PETER S. ANCHETA (371)

Western Mindanao
BRO. ANTONIO S. RESMA, JR. (220)

Northern Mindanao
WB MARK JOHN B. PRUDENCIO, PM (196)

Southern Mindanao
SIS. ERLINDA A. FERNANDEZ

Masonic Family

Editorial Staff
112th ANNIVERSARY of THE 
GRAND LODGE in photos
by Bro. Edward Cesar T. Dela Cuesta (381)

MW WILLIAM HENDRICKSON 
TAYLOR, PGM The First Grand 
Master to be Re-elected
by VR Samuel P. Fernandez, HA, PGC (42)

MW MANUEL L. QUEZON, PGM
First Filipino Grand Master, 
Grand Lodge of Philippine 
Islands
by VR Samuel P. Fernandez, HA, PGC (42)

Masonic Education
The Importance  
of Grand Lodges
by VW Dennis Cunanan, SGL

NATIONAL MASONIC DAY
Bill honoring the Grand Lodge 
of the Philippines every 
December 19
by Rufino R. Z. San Juan IV (347)

The Craft & Toy Collection
by VW Ali C. Espina, PGH (59)

The Masonic-Huguenot 
Assertion
by VW Harold W. Santiago, GH (48) 
 
 
The Christmas Party 
Conundrum: Masonic Lodges, 
Non-Sectarianism and 
Holiday Celebrations
by VW Rommel S.J. Corral (147)

55

50

57

63

53

ERRATUM

In The Cable Tow, Volume 101, Issue 3, Page 94 it was errone-
ously stated that Mr. Arthur Allan Ponce was an active Mason 
at the time of publication. We regret to clarify that Mr. Ponce 
had already been expelled from the fraternity as per the deci-
sion of ANCOM 2024. We apologize for this oversight and for 
any confusion it may have caused.

64
69

74

2 3The Cable Tow |  Vol. 101, No. 4 - A Season of Light



THE CABLETOW is a bimonthly publication of the Grand Lodge of Free & Accepted 
Masons of the Philippines. Main Office: Plaridel Masonic Temple, San Marcelino 
St., Ermita, Manila, D 2801, Philippines. Members of Blue Lodges in this grand 
jurisdiction are regular subscribers thereto. Brethren in other grand jurisdictions 
are invited to subscribe to it at US $20 a year. Send check payable to the Grand 
Lodge of Free & Accepted Masons of the Philippines, with complete mailing ad-
dress, to THE CABLETOW at the address given above. Subscribers are advised to 
notify THE CABLETOW of address changes. Original articles are subjected to edit-
ing and, when published, become Cabletow property. Any article in THE CABLE-
TOW may be reprinted in full, or excerpts thereof reproduced, provided proper at-
tribution to the author is made, the source is given due credits, and the Cabletow 
office is furnished with a courtesy copy of the reprinted material.

Paid advertisements are accepted for printing in THE CABLETOW.
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The cover of The Cable Tow Volume 101, Issue 4, ti-
tled A Season of Light, captures a powerful depiction 
of hands—one extending light, the other receiving 
it—symbolizing the Masonic values of enlightenment, 
charity, and brotherhood, all beautifully intertwined 
with the spirit of the Christmas season. The hand 
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ship of the Craft, embodying the Grand Master’s 
theme, “Let There Be More Men in the Light, and Let 
There Be More Light Among Masons.” It is a symbol of 
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A Season
of Light

 
As the year draws to a close, The Cable Tow 
Volume 101, Issue 4 illuminates themes of 
renewal, heritage, and celebration: lodge elec-
tions, the Grand Lodge anniversary, and the 
vibrant Christmas traditions of Philippine 
Freemasonry. Bound together by the Grand 
Master’s theme, “Let There Be More Men in 
the Light, and Let There Be More Light Among 
Masons,” this issue encourages reflection on 
the Craft’s mission to spread enlightenment. 
 
Lodge elections this December bring a fresh 
glow to the fraternity, as newly elected of-
ficers prepare to guide their lodges into the 
new year. Leadership in Masonry is not 
just about administration—it requires em-
bodying the virtues of the Craft and foster-
ing harmony within and beyond the lodge. 
These officers are tasked with building con-
nections that illuminate the fraternity like a 
string of Christmas lights, where each bulb 
contributes to the brilliance of the whole. 
 
December also marks the 112th anniversary of 
the Grand Lodge of the Philippines, a corner-
stone of Freemasonry in the country. We have 
prepared articles to highlight this beautiful his-
tory of masonic unity as well as the two vision-
aries who made it happen: MW Taylor and 
MW Quezon. Take time to read them breth-
ren and be proud of how far we have come. 
 
Philippine Freemasonry’s Christmas tradi-
tions bring a uniquely festive warmth to the 
season. Lodges across the country host gift-giv-

EDITOR'S PAGE

by VW Gene Illenberger, GSc  (379)         

ing programs, community projects, and holi-
day celebrations that reflect the spirit of Broth-
erly Love and Relief. From parols brightening 
lodge halls to acts of charity in underserved 
communities, these traditions embody the 
light and hope that Masonry seeks to spread. 
 
This season is also an opportunity for us to 
share our blessings with the world around 
us. More than just Christmas fellowships, 
there should be more Christmas Charity. 
These efforts remind us that Masonic Christ-
mas celebrations are about more than fel-
lowship—they are about sharing the light 
of the Craft with those who need it most. 
The Grand Master’s theme calls on every 
Mason to welcome more men into the light 
of the fraternity and to deepen the enlight-
enment of those already within. As we re-
flect on the year that has passed, let us renew 
our commitment to leading with integrity, 
celebrating our shared traditions with grati-
tude, and serving others with open hearts. 
 
Malugod na pagbati sa inyong lahat—may the 
light of Freemasonry guide us into a brighter 
and more meaningful year ahead.

VW Gene Illenberger, GSc 
Editor-In-Chief
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NCR NEWS

Celebrating the 150th Birth 
Anniversary of MW Rafael Palma
On December 13, 2024, a momentous event was held at Palma Hall, University 
of the Philippines, in celebration of the 150th birth anniversary of Most Wor-
shipful Rafael Palma. The occasion featured a wreath-laying ceremony and the 
unveiling of a historical marker. Hosted by the University of the Philippines and 
supported by Rafael Palma Lodge No. 147, the event was graced by the presence 
of MW Rafael Palma’s great-grandchildren and family, who shared inspiring sto-
ries of his enduring legacy.

Leading the brethren of Rafael Palma Lodge 147 were Worshipful Master Novid 
Jafari, Senior Warden Jim Jimenez, and the dedicated officers and members of 
the lodge, paying tribute to a man whose life epitomized service, education, and 
the Masonic principles of brotherly love, relief, and truth. This event served as a 
reminder of MW Rafael Palma’s invaluable contributions to our nation, educa-
tion, and Freemasonry. His legacy continues to inspire generations to strive for 
enlightenment and integrity. We extend our heartfelt gratitude to all who joined 
this celebration and made it a truly meaningful occasion. Let us carry forward 
the torch of MW Rafael Palma’s ideals and values. WB NOVID JAFARI (147)
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LUZON NEWS

Masonic Lodges Unite for Landmark 
Tree Planting Event in 2024
D’ East Meets West 3: Hundreds Unite for Tree Planting at Ipo Dam. On 
August 25, 2024, Masonic Lodges from the National Capital Region and 
Bulacan gathered at Ipo Dam for the third D’ East Meets West tree plant-
ing event. Organized by Manuel A. Roxas Memorial Lodge No. 152, the 
initiative included Masonic Districts NCR D, Bulacan East R3, and Bu-
lacan West R3, with support from MMDA, PENRO Bulacan, CENRO 
Bulacan, Toyota Valenzuela, Toyota Quezon Avenue, and JCI Makati. 
 
Thousands of trees were planted to combat deforestation and climate change, re-
flecting Freemasonry’s commitment to brotherly love, relief, and truth. Worshipful 
Master Homer R. Cruz of Manuel A. Roxas Memorial Lodge No. 152 led the event 
alongside District Deputy Grand Masters VW Tomas O. Testor (NCR D), VW Fe-
lix Berto C. Barrios (Bulacan East R3), and VW Paolo R. Cruz (Bulacan West R3). 
 
"This project shows how Masonic unity creates a lasting legacy," said Worshipful 
Master Cruz. Native seedlings vital to the ecosystem were planted, and a team 
was established to monitor the trees' growth. "We’re building a sustainable future 
while strengthening Masonic bonds," said VW Barrios. As the event concluded, 
VW Cruz reflected, "Together, we’re leaving a legacy of hope and renewal." 
BROS. JEROME Y. ANG & FRANCISCO V. CRESENCIO (152)
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San Jose Del Monte Lodge Visits 
Filipinas Bondoc Peninsula Lodge
 
On August 17, 2024, over 30 members of San Jose Del Monte Masonic Lodge 
No. 357 - RIII Bulacan East, led by Worshipful Master Rabindranth Sierra, 
traveled to Filipinas Bondoc Peninsula Masonic Lodge No. 465 - RIV Quez-
on-Marinduque for their annual Lodge Visitation Activity. The journey was 
filled with lively conversations, fostering camaraderie among the brethren. 
 
Upon arrival, they were warmly welcomed by their hosts, alongside Mabini-Kalaw 
Lodge No. 195 from RIV Batangas, led by Worshipful Brother Julius Ona. The 
hospitality created a spirit of unity and inclusiveness that set the tone for the day. 
 
The event began with the host lodge’s Regular Stated Meeting, where Worshipful 
Brother Ramon A. Ornafel, Worshipful Master of Filipinas Bondoc Peninsula 
Lodge, expressed gratitude for the visitors. The meeting included proficiency ex-
aminations, allowing guests to witness the dedication and traditions of the lodge. 
 
Afterward, the lodges exchanged tokens and plaques of appreciation, symboliz-
ing mutual respect and fellowship. The formalities gave way to a lively fellowship, 
where brethren from all three lodges bonded over singing, dancing, and shared 
laughter. Worshipful Brother Ornafel, also the town’s mayor, added a special 
touch to the event with his dual role as Masonic leader and community figure. 
 
The next morning, the hosts prepared a farewell breakfast, allowing one last mo-
ment of connection. The visitation was a resounding success, embodying the 
ideals of Freemasonry—brotherhood, learning, and celebration. It left all par-
ticipants with lasting memories of unity and fraternity.
BRO. JOHN PAUL SALONGA (357)
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MINDANAO NEWS

SCOD Special 
Session in Cagay-
an de Oro City
"The Supreme Council Order of De-
Molay, Republic of the Philippines 
(SCOD), led by Grand Master Hon. 
Raymund Joseph Ian "Raji" O. Men-
doza, GMCK, DGC, IKCCH, LOH, 
held its first-ever Special Session outside 
Metro Manila in Cagayan de Oro City 
on November 8-9, 2024. The event 
welcomed delegates from across the 
country and distinguished dignitaries. 
 
The three-day activity began with a 
High Performance DeMolay Advi-
sor Development (HiPeR-D.A.D.) 
program, a seminar enhancing ad-
visory skills nationwide. Degree 
Conferrals of Ebon and Knight-
hood followed in the afternoon. 
 
On the second day, key ceremonies 
were conducted, including the Oath-
taking of Frank S. Land Fellows 
(FSLF) and Conferrals of Past Active 
DeMolay (PAD), integrating new sen-

ior DeMolays into SCOD. The after-
noon featured prestigious award in-
vestitures, such as the Cross of Honor 
(COH), Legion of Honor (LOH), 
and Chevalier Degree. SCOD also ad-
dressed operational improvements and 
distributed Letters Temporary and 
Permanent Charters to new DeMolay 
Chapters and Courts of Chevaliers. 
 
The Grand Master’s Night capped 
the event, fostering fellowship with 
Hon. Leg. Lordan G. Suan, Con-
gressman of Cagayan de Oro’s First 
District. A proud member of the 
Wadih C. Saab Chapter No. 16, 
Congressman Suan is a Legion-
naire and served as Guest of Honor. 
 
The host jurisdiction, Region 10-A, 
led by Leg. Teodoro T. Halibas, COH, 
Chevalier, LOH, and overall Chair-
man Leg. Jose Earl I. Navarro, CSK-
Ebon, GMCK, IKKCH, Chevalier, 
LOH, expressed heartfelt gratitude to 
SCOD for bringing this historic gath-
ering to the City of Golden Friend-
ship. They thanked the working com-
mittee and participants for ensuring its 
success. VW TEODORO T. HALIBAS, PDGL(220)
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Davao City observes 
"Freemasonry Week"
The Freemasonry Week celebration in Davao City, held on November 3-9, 2024, marked 
a historic milestone for the Masonic fraternity. By virtue of Proclamation No. 8, Series of 
2024, signed by Hon. Sebastian Z. Duterte, Mayor of Davao City, Freemasonry Week was 
officially recognized within the city's jurisdiction. The event featured several socio-civic ac-
tivities led by Masons of Masonic District RXI and participated in by the local community. 
VW Dexter L. Ng, DDGM of MD RXI, disclosed that the yearly celebra-
tion of Freemasonry Week dates back to the tenure of Mayor Rodrigo Duterte 
and continued under Mayor Sara Duterte and her husband, VW Manases Car-
pio, DDGM. For the first time, this year’s observance featured daily activities. 
 
The week-long event officially opened on November 4 with a wreath-lay-
ing and flag-raising ceremony at Rizal and Quezon Parks, followed by a mo-
torcade. VW Ng highlighted Freemasonry’s profound role in shaping Davao 
City's history and fostering unity among its citizens for over a century. 
Activities included a Masonic Education Forum, legal and health forums, dia-
betes screening, eye examinations, and community outreach programs. The 
week also featured the 36th Annual Filipino Oratorical Contest hosted by Datu 
Bago Lodge No. 197, which highlighted the heroism of Bro. Andres Bonifacio. 
 
The celebration culminated on November 9 with the 26th Southern Mindanao Ma-
sonic Multi-District Convention at SM Lanang Premier, attended by 491 delegates from 
four Masonic Districts in Southern Mindanao. MW Ariel T. Cayanan, Grand Master 
of the Grand Lodge of the Philippines, graced the event as Guest of Honor and Speaker. 
This successful celebration underscored the enduring legacy of Freemasonry in promoting 
unity, civic responsibility, and community development in Davao City. 
VW EDGAR S. BENTULAN, PDDGM (253)
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RW Rivera Attends Blessing of 
Laureano S. Ledres Lodge No. 271
Laureano S. Ledres Sr. Masonic Lodge No. 271 (LSL-271) in Quezon, Bukidnon, re-
cently celebrated the blessing of its Bro. Romeo S. Vio Masonic Hall and the unveil-
ing of its lodge obelisk on November 8, 2024. The event was attended by RW Ruel 
S. Rivera, Junior Grand Warden (JGW), who served as guest of honor and speaker. 
 
The ceremony began with the lodge’s Regular Stated Meeting, presided over by Wor-
shipful Master Abraham U. Sanico Jr. Afterward, Bishop Patrick Mabalacad of-
ficiated the blessing. In his speech, RW Rivera emphasized the importance of qual-
ity membership in Philippine Masonry and pledged a ₱50,000 donation to the 
Bukidnon South Charity Fund, accepted by VW Ferdinand R. Roque, PDDGM. 
VW Laureano S. Ledres Jr., PJGL, shared a brief history of LSL-271, adding context to 
the occasion. The event concluded with a fellowship where RW Rivera engaged with 
the brethren in discussions about lodge activities and the fraternity’s mission. 
The gathering highlighted the values of unity and charity within the Craft while cel-
ebrating LSL-271's growth and legacy.  VW EDGAR S. BENTULAN, PDDGM (253)
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GRAND COURT 
OF THE PHILIPPINES 
ON A RENAISSANCE 
by Hon. Lady Arlene T. Baccay, 

Grand Royal Matron 
with excerpts from Amaranth.org and The Cable Tow

 
The Grand Court of the Philippines, 
Order of the Amaranth, celebrates 
its 49th anniversary on December 6, 
2024. This milestone reflects on 
the Order’s rich history, pur-
pose, and vision for the future. 
 
The Order of the Amaranth 
The Order of the Amaranth is a frater-
nal organization for Master Masons, their 
qualified female relatives, and vouched in-
dividuals. Its cornerstones—Truth, Faith, 
Wisdom, and Charity—guide members 
in fulfilling their duties to God, country, 
and humanity. As a charitable institu-
tion, the Order fights diabetes through 
research funding, awareness campaigns, 
screenings, and support programs. 
 
The Order traces its inspiration to Queen 
Christina of Sweden, who established the 
Order of Amarantha in her royal court, 
celebrating culture, beauty, and grace. 

HISTORICAL ROOTS
 
In the 19th century, societies like the 
Order of the Eastern Star and the Or-
der of the Amaranth emerged in the 
U.S. to involve female relatives of Mas-
ter Masons in philanthropic activities. 
Founded by Brother James Taylor, the 
Order of the Amaranth was inspired 
by Queen Christina’s court. Initially 
part of a larger structure called the Rite 

of Adoption, the Order became 
an independent entity in 1921. 
 
The Supreme Council of the 
Order of the Amaranth was for-

mally organized in 1897, holding 
annual meetings since. Today, it oversees 
32 Grand Courts worldwide, including 
in the Philippines, Australia, and the 
U.S., along with subordinate courts in 
Canada, Scotland, and other locations. 
 
GROWTH IN THE PHILIPPINES
 
The Order reached the Philippines 
in 1918 with the creation of Far East 
Court No. 1 under the Supreme 
Council. Expansion stalled until 1973, 
when Supreme Royal Matron Hon-
ored Lady Doris B. Belle called for 
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growth, inspiring leaders like Most 
Worshipful Ruberto S. Demonteverde 
and Honored Lady Elizabeth J. Aran-
eta to establish eight more Courts. 
 
On December 6, 1975, the Grand 
Court of the Philippines was constitut-
ed, beginning with nine Courts. Hon-
ored Lady Mary Elizabeth J. Araneta 
was installed as Grand Royal Matron, 
with Most Worshipful Jose Araneta 
as Grand Royal Patron. This marked 
the start of a legacy that expanded 
Amaranthine ideals of service, charity, 
and fellowship across the archipelago. 
 
Today, the Grand Court of the Phil-
ippines boasts 44 active Courts, serv-
ing as centers for community sup-
port, diabetes advocacy, and the 
promotion of moral and ethical values. 
 
A NEW CHAPTER
 
The installation of Honored Lady 
Arlene Tuazon Baccay as the 47th 
Grand Royal Matron in May 2024 
signaled a pivotal moment for the 
Order. In her message, she empha-
sized the need for collaboration to 
shape the Order’s future direction 
and amplify its community impact. 
Sir Knight Yeshter Donn Povadora 
Baccay was installed as Grand Royal 
Patron during the same ceremony. 
 
Recognizing modern challenges, the 
Grand Court has embraced change, 
combining tradition with innova-
tion. It has promoted inclusivity, 

attracted younger members, and in-
tegrated technology into operations 
to enhance communication and en-
gagement. These efforts aim to revi-
talize interest and ensure the Order 
remains impactful in today’s world. 
 
Strengthening the Foundation 
This year also marked a period of 
rediscovery. During Grand Royal 
Matron Visitations, Courts fo-
cused on improving organizational 
and financial practices, highlighting 
that good court management en-
sures resilience, unity, and harmony. 
 
Assistant Grand Lecturers played a 
vital role by delivering training on 
Amaranthine philosophy, symbol-
isms, regulations, and rituals. These 
efforts deepen members’ under-
standing and strengthen their con-
nection to the Order’s principles. 
 
TOWARD THE FUTURE
 
As the Grand Court celebrates its 49th 
year, it balances tradition with forward-
thinking solutions. By remaining true to 
its core virtues while adapting to evolving 
societal needs, the Order continues to 
thrive and positively impact communities. 
 
The path ahead is one of renewal, in-
novation, and collaboration. With 
dedicated members leading the way, 
the Order of the Amaranth in the Phil-
ippines is poised to begin a new chap-
ter—one that honors its legacy while 
embracing the future.
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THE OPERATIVES
by GIOVANNI A. VILLEGAS (202) and LAUDEMER A. ASTUDILLO (115)

JUST TO BE CLEAR, the Operatives that we feature in this column are not the old 
operative stonemasons of medieval craft guilds that later spawned the speculative 
Freemasons of today, neither the actual professionals whose occupations involve 
real “brick-and-mortar” Masonry such as builders, architects, and contractors. 
No. The Operatives that we speak of here are the members of the invitational 
body called “The Worshipful Society of Free Masons, Rough Masons, Wallers, 
Slaters, Paviors, Plaisterers and Bricklayers,” who have adopted “The Operatives” 
monicker for short. They do not necessarily consist of real operative Masons, but 
they are dedicated to the preservation of the history and workings of operative 
guild Masonry, perpetuating the memory and practices of the old operative Masons 
that existed prior to the rise of modern speculative Freemasonry.

The Operatives supposedly began between 1910 and 1913, aimed at conserving 
the teachings and rituals of the remaining old operative lodges that were already 
in decline at the time. Concerned that their heritage would be lost, several lodges 
of the York Division decided to take action to preserve them. On May 21, 1913, 
under the authority of the said York Division, Channel Row Assemblage was 
reconstituted, becoming the f irst body, or Assemblage, of what became known as 
the Operatives.

The ceremonies of the Operatives are considered more archaic and fuller in form 
than those of modern Masonic lodges, f illing the gaps in current Masonic rituals, 
thus providing an interesting f ield of study for the serious Masonic student. Its 7 
degrees or grades include: I° Indentured Apprentice; II° Fellow of the Craft; III° 
Fitter and Marker; IV° Setter Erector; V° Intendent, Overseer, Super Intendent and 
Warden; VI° Passed Master; and VII° Honoris Causa (Master Mason and Grand 
Master). Candidates for invitation for membership should be regular Master 
Masons in good standing who are also recognized Mark Masters and Royal Arch 
Companions. The regalia consists of a blue cord or blue collarette from which is 
suspended the badge of the member’s grade. These badges are then exchanged as 
progression is made. Progression beyond the V° requires that the member should 
have been an installed Master in a Craft and Mark Lodge.

Much of what one needs to know about the Operatives, such as further details 
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on its history, structure, off icers, 
regalia, and grades, can already be 
found online, so we won’t be delving 
much into those here. Instead, we shall 
focus on recent developments of how 
the society is being brought here in the 
country by Masons of the Grand Lodge 
of the Philippines (GLP).

Serious discussions began as early as 
2020 among members of the Allied 
Masonic Degrees (AMD), led by Evaristo 
Leviste, of bringing into the Philippines 
such orders as the Operatives, Knight 
Masons, the Masonic Order of the 
Scarlet Cord, and the Masonic Order 
of Athelstan (MOA); the latter having 
already been successfully established in 
the country in 2023 through the help 
of English and Malaysian Masons of 
the MOA Province of South East Asia.

In early October of 2024, amidst the 
thriving success of the MOA in the 
Philippines, Leviste, who himself was 
already a member of the Operatives, 
again gathered several local York Rite 
Masons, as he did when the MOA was 
still being locally organized, to have 
them join the Operatives this time, 
in Malaysia, and possibly establish 
Philippine Assemblages. 

By December that year, a group of 
local Masons was formed and travelled 
to the Kinta Masonic Temple in Ipoh, 
Malaysia to receive the grades. The I°-
IV° were conferred on December 18, 
2024 and the V°-VI° the following day. 
The 14 Masons from the Philippines 
who were conferred included Jesher 
Go VI°, Victorino Floro III VI°, 
Glenford Dayo VI°, Jaime Rocamora 
Jr. VI°, Mariano Ong Tan Ka VI°, 
Edgar Lim VI°, Jay Herbert Dael VI°, 
Ronel Rey Gentapanan VI°, Alvan 
Joseph Balazo VI°, Mckentyre Cabrera 

VI°, Laudemer Astudillo VI°, Arlen 
De Guzman VI°, Dexter Ng VI°, and 
Franklin Hernandez IV°. As a result, 5 
Philippine Assemblages were formed, 
provisionally named Filipinas, Quezon 
City, Cavite, Makati, and Bukidnon. 
Installed as Deputy Masters of said 
Assemblages were Balazo, Cabrera, 
Astudillo, De Guzman, and Ng 
respectively.

We are indeed grateful to these 
dedicated brethren who have sacrif iced 
their time and efforts to bring yet 
another beautiful Masonic order to 
the Philippines – one that would 
further educate our local Masons on 
the origin and history of the operative 
Craft whence we came, thereby further 
appreciating the speculative aspect to 
which it eventually gave birth.

We speculative Masons are ever in a 
quest to trace and learn the customs and 
traditions of the ancient stonemasons 
yet tend to take them for granted and 
henceforth forget. This new Masonic 
order that we call the Operatives would 
guarantee that we would know more 
about our ancient predecessors and ensure 
that we all would never ever forget.

References:

•	 Carr, Thomas. Transactions of the Leicester Lodge of 
Research No. 2429. 1911-1912.

•	 Jackson, Keith B. Beyond the Craft, 6th Edition. 
Reprinted 2018. England: Lewis Masonic.

•	 The Operatives. https://www.theoperatives.org.
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THERE ARE THOSE who believe 
that Masonry is evil – that it is athe-
istic and anti-religion; that it plots to 
take over the world; and that it is re-
sponsible for all the terrible things 
that have happened and are happening 
in the world. Some say that Masons 
worship the devil and make human 
sacrifices during their meetings. Some 
say they keep ancient secrets that give 
them some sort of magical powers. 
We all know that there is no truth to 
any of these allegations. Some would 
just throw any wild accusation and 
conspiracy theory against the Ma-
sons, confident that they would not 
fight back. Masons, resultantly, have 
become easy targets. There is, how-
ever, one malicious claim that I believe 
Masons themselves should pay atten-

tion to and guard themselves against 
– because it not only affects them and 
their Fraternity; it already affects and 
involves their loved ones.

Some churches and religious denomi-
nations, in their attempt to instill 
fear upon their flock who happen to 
be Masons, invented what they call 
Masonic curses, which they claim 
are evil spells that Masons cast upon 
themselves through so-called “blood 
oaths” that they swear during their 
ceremonies. Some religious congrega-
tions even go further as to calling such 
curses as generational curses, which 
means that the “misfortunes” they 
“summon” extend to their respective 
families and descendants to as far as 
the seventh generation.
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Recently, a video came circulating 
around the Internet in which a local 
parish leader singled out a Mason in at-
tendance, in front of the latter’s family, 
publicly calling him out to the entire 
congregation in a seeming attempt to 
“rescue” him from the “evils” of Ma-
sonry. It was claimed that the Mason 
and his family were already being har-
assed because of his Masonic affiliation. 
The video even mentioned references 
to church documents on exorcism and 
to prayers that allegedly “save” Masons 
from generational curses. 

In a similar video, another priest, during 
mass, can be seen warning his parishion-
ers against Masonry, citing misfortunes 
that befell people when joining. These 
are just some examples of recent trends 
that seem to lock down on Masonry, 
targeting not just its members, but their 
respective families as well, sowing fear 
among them by claiming they are cursed, 
so that they themselves may persuade 
their kin into leaving the Fraternity.

GENERATIONAL CURSES

Let’s be realistic: reasonable people 
generally do not believe in curses. They 
are, in all likelihood, inventions meant 
to frighten and control, and are com-
monly used to prey on the gullible, 
the ignorant, and the superstitious. 
Churches should know better than to 
teach a belief in such heretical ideas to 
their faithful. To go further as to claim 
the likelihood of generational curses is 
even more irreverent, even by their own 

standards. But let us break it down for 
the benefit of intelligent readers.

Many critics of Masonry, particularly 
from some fundamentalist groups, 
believe that the ceremonies and obliga-
tions taken by Masons have spiritual 
implications that are incompatible with 
their religious beliefs. These groups of-
ten argue that swearing oaths opens in-
dividuals up to spiritual harm that can 
be passed down through generations. 
They claim that they lead to a some-
what supernatural consequence that af-
fects one’s health, safety, and even luck 
in business, particularly if such oaths 
involve “penalties.”  (Note: Portions of 
Masonic obligations mistaken as penal-
ties are mere poetic articulations, much 
like people today nonchalantly say 
“swear to God and hope to die” when 
making promises. They are figurative 
phraseologies to denote the seriousness 
of one’s promise, not a literal penalty to 
be imposed when broken.) Other crit-
ics also argue that Masonry’s alleged 
connection to mystical traditions and 
ancient rites exposes its members to 
“supernatural forces” that could have 
negative long-term repercussions on 
the Masons and their descendants, lead-
ing to a belief in generational curses.

Such misunderstandings on Masonry 
stem from those unfamiliar with its true 
nature, leading to claims of curses being 
placed on those who participate in its 
ceremonies. For example, elements like 
“death” and “raising” in certain Mason-
ic degrees are sometimes misinterpreted 
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to be occult practices, when they are in 
fact symbolical, philosophical, and edu-
cational allegories.

Some religions, particularly in Catholic, 
charismatic, and Pentecostal denomina-
tions, have a belief in something they 
call “spiritual warfare,” which includes 
the idea that demonic influences can be 
passed down through family lines. Those 
who hold this view may claim that mem-
bership in organizations like Masonry 
opens a person up to demonic influence, 
oppression, and even possession that can 
be inherited throughout the bloodline. 
They see these generational curses as 
spiritual burdens that lead to incurable 
diseases, broken families, and bad luck 
in business. To them, these misfortunes 
can only be lifted through prayer, re-
pentance, or exorcism.

PRAYERS AND EXORCISM

Well-meaning religious literatures like Fr. 
Jose Francisco Syquia’s Catholic Hand-
book of Deliverance Prayers contain 
invocations and exorcism rituals that 
supposedly protect and heal the faithful 
from spiritual possessions, curses, and 
other evils. Unfortunately, it included 
Masonry in its list.

There is also something called the Prayer 
of Release for Freemasons and their De-
scendants, taken from Selwyn Stevens’s 
Unmasking Freemasonry: Remov-
ing the Hoodwink, with very specific 
prayers to exorcise Masons and break 
the so-called curse, beginning with a “re-

nouncing of the Blue Lodge, the Holy 
Royal Arch, the York Rite, and the Scot-
tish Rite.” It also includes “Witchcraft, 
Mormonism, Paganism, and Occult-
ism” under the same category. The con-
tents of the prayers are utterly absurd 
and use assorted data from various Ma-
sonic degrees with ignorant assumptions 
and judgement. A copy of the prayers 
can be downloaded from the Internet.

REASSURANCE TO THE MISLED

Masonry does not endorse nor teach the 
concept of generational curses. It does 
not impose any form of spiritual bind-
ing upon anyone. On the contrary, Ma-
sonry emphasizes personal responsibil-
ity, moral conduct, and the importance 
of individual choice. Masons are encour-
aged to lead virtuous lives based on the 
principles of Brotherly Love, Relief, and 
Truth, and are taught that their actions, 
not any external curse, shape their moral 
standing. The ceremonies and symbols 
used in Masonry are designed to teach 
moral lessons and encourage self-im-
provement, not to engage in spiritual 
manipulation or superstitious spells. 
Masons view their Fraternity as a system 
of ethical teachings meant to make good 
men better, rather than as a source of 
spiritual peril.

The concept of generational curses lev-
eled upon Masonry only stems from 
anti-Masonic criticisms and misunder-
standings rather than anything within 
Masonic practices. Masonry does not 
believe in or propagate such ideas, and it 
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encourages its members to act responsi-
bly and ethically, leaving behind a posi-
tive legacy for future generations. To say 
that joining Masonry, learning morals, 
becoming better, and helping the com-
munity leads to self-inflicted curses is 
quite simply irrational. Be careful not 
to be fooled by religious extremism and 
fanaticism that are fueled by ignorance, 
intolerance, and hatred.

COMPASSION AND UNDERSTANDING

Consoling a Mason who is being con-
vinced by his church to leave Masonry 
requires understanding his personal 
struggles, respecting his religious be-
liefs, and helping him reconcile both his 
Masonic and spiritual commitments. 
Recognize that his spiritual journey is 
integral to his identity, and expressing re-
spect for his religious concerns shows an 
understanding of his situation and not 
trying to undermine his faith. Reaffirm 
and show that nothing in Masonry is ir-
reconcilable with religious teachings. Ex-
plain that Masonic lessons promote ethi-
cal conduct and moral reflection but do 
not substitute nor challenge religious be-
liefs. Address some of the common mis-
conceptions that many churches have, 
gently providing factual truths to coun-
ter them. Emphasize also that Masonry 
is a moral and philosophical society, not 
a secretive or subversive organization. All 
of these things he may already know but 
only needs to hear them again to reaffirm 
their truths.

It is important to provide moral support 

to a Mason contemplating leaving the 
Fraternity for religious reasons. Let him 
know that he has the compassion and 
understanding of his brethren. Masonry, 
after all, is a fraternity, and the bonds 
of brotherhood are stronger in times of 
crisis. Remind him that he is not alone 
in facing this challenge, and that he can 
always rely on his fellow Masons for 
guidance, counsel, and friendship. Re-
member to strike a balance between re-
spect for his faith and a clear explanation 
of the true nature of Masonry. Offering 
empathy, providing facts, and encour-
aging personal reflection, guided by his 
own conscience and values, can help him 
make an informed decision that aligns 
with both his spiritual and Masonic 
commitments.

Ultimately, the decision to stay or leave 
the Fraternity is entirely up to him. Let 
him know that whatever his decision, his 
Masonic friends will always be there for 
him and will never judge him no matter 
what. SATOR

Notes:

1.	 “Priest warns parishioners against Freemasonry 
in the Philippines,” www.youtube.com/
watch?v=j95Ci8R4NXE.

2.	 “Priest warns parishioners about the bad 
lucks of Freemasonry,” www.youtube.com/
watch?v=T1UQ3IsGcBA.

3.	 “Renouncing Masonry,” www.youtube.com/
watch?v=1C1liSysrv8.

4.	 “Prayer of Release for Freemasons and their 
Descendants,” Claretian Teaching Ministry, https://
catholicbooks.net/prayer-of-release-for-freemasons-
and-their-descendants. Also available in PDF format 
for free at http://s3.amazonaws.com/catholicbooks/
wp-content/uploads/PRAYER-OF-RELEASE-FOR-
FREEMASONS-AND-THEIR-DESCENDANTS.
pdf.
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THAT HOLY BOOK
by VR Samuel P. Fernandez, HA, PGC

	 In Freemasonry, the Bible is the symbol of the Sacred Law. In a pre-
dominantly Christian areas, it is the volume of the Sacred Law, as it was the 
Old Testament to the Jews. In non-Christian land, the Holy Book of the 
common faith becomes the Great Light upon the Altar.  Under the jurisdic-
tion of England, Ireland and Scotland, several holy books will be upon the 
Altar depending on the initiates who may f ind and use the one of his own 
faith. The Volume of the Sacred Law is a silent symbol of Freemasons’ faith 
in the Grand Architect of the Universe. In the Short Talk Bulletin, Masonic 
Services of the United States, it states:

“Like everything else in Masonry, the Bible, so rich in symbolism, is itself a 
symbol – that is, a part taken for the whole.  It is a symbol of the Book of 
Truth, the Scroll of Faith, the Record of the Will of God as man has learned 
it in the midst of the years – the perpetual revelation of Himself which God 
has made, and is making, to mankind in every age and land.  Thus, by the 
very honor which Masonry pays, to the Bible, it teaches us to revere every 
Book of Faith in which men f ind help for today and hope for the morrow.  
For that reason, in a lodge consisting entirely of Jews, the Old Testament 
alone may be placed upon the Altar, and in a Lodge in the land of Moham-
med the Koran may be used.  Whether it be the Gospels of the Christian, 
the Book of Law of the Hebrew, the Koran of the Muslims, or the Vedas of 
the Hindu, it everywhere Masonically conveys the same idea-symbolizing 
the Will of God revealed to man, taking such faith and vision as he has 
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found into a great fellowship of the 
seekers and f inders of the truth.

“Thus Masonry invites to its Al-
tar men of all faiths, knowing that, 
if they use different names for 
“the Nameless One of an hundred 
names,” they are yet praying to the 
One God and Father of all; knowing, 
also, that while they read different 
volumes, they are in fact reading the 
same vast Book 
of the Faith of 
Man as revealed 
in the struggle 
and tragedy of 
the race in its 
quest of God.  
So that, great 
and noble as 
the Bible is, Ma-
sonry sees it as a 
symbol of that 
eternal, every-
unfolding Book 
of the Will of 
God.”

F r e e m a s o n r y 
is not concerned with dogma or 
doctrine, or sect or denomination.  
The Bible in the American Altars 
is a symbol of the revealed will and 
teachings of the Great Architect of 
the Universe – a name under which 
any Freemason can worship that De-
ity in whom he puts his faith and 
trust.

In the Installation Service of Sub-

ordinate Lodges, approved by the 
Grand Lodge of F.&A.M. of the 
Philippines, the Installing Off icer 
addresses the incoming Chaplain, 
thus:

“Reverend and Worshipful Brother:  
That Holy Book which is the Chart 
and text book of your sacred calling, 
is also the great Light in Masonry, 
and forever sheds its benignant rays 

upon every law-
ful assemblage 
of Free and Ac-
cepted Masons.  
Teach us from 
its life giving 
precepts; invoke 
upon our labors 
the blessing of 
that Divine Be-
ing whose inf i-
nite goodness it 
so fully reveals 
and unfolds to 
us, and warn us 
by its lessons 
of wisdom and 
truth; and you 

will have faithfully performed your 
sacred functions and fulf illed your 
important trust.  It is your duty to 
perform those solemn services which 
we should constantly render to our 
Great Creator, and which when of-
fered by one whose holy professions 
is to ‘allure to brighter worlds and 
lead the way,’ may, by elevating our 
thoughts, strengthening our virtues, 
and purifying our minds, prepare 
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us for admission into the society of 
the blessed in the realms of Life and 
Light eternal.  It is f itting that an 
emblem of the sacred volume should 
be the jewel of your off ice, and with 
it you will now be invested.”

“Every Mason ought 
not only to honor 
the Bible as a great 
Light of the Craft; 
he ought to read it, 
live with it, love it, 
lay its truth to heart 
and learn what it 
means to be a man."
Again, I quote from the Short Talk 
Bulletin, Masonic Services of the 
United States:

“Every Mason ought not only to 
honor the Bible as a great Light of the 
Craft; he ought to read it, live with it, 
love it, lay its truth to heart and learn 
what it means to be a man.  There is 
something in the old Book which, if it 
gets into a man, makes him both gen-
tle and strong, faithful and free, obedi-
ent and tolerant, add to his knowledge 
virtue, patience, temperance, self-con-
trol, brotherly love and pity.  The Bible 

is as high as the sky and as deep as the 
grave; its two great characters are God 
and the Soul, and the story of their 
eternal life together is its everlasting ro-
mance.  It is the most human of books, 
telling us the half-forgotten secrets of 
our own hearts, our sins, our sorrows, 
our doubts, our hopes.  It is the most 
divine of books, telling us that God 
has made us for Himself, and that our 
hearts will be restless, unhappy and 
lonely until we learn to rest in Him 
whose will is our peace.

“He hath showed thee, O man, what is 
good; and what doth the Lord require 
of thee, but to do justly, to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with thy God.”

“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy strength, and with all 
thy mind, and thy neighbor as thyself.”

“Therefore all things whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you, do 
ye even so to them, for this is the law 
and the prophets.”

“Pure and undefiled religion before 
God and the Father is this: To visit the 
fatherless and widows in their afflic-
tion, and to keep himself unspotted by 
the world.”

“For we know that if our earthly house 
of this tabernacle were dissolved, we 
have a building of God, a house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heav-
ens.” 
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GRAND HISTORIAN’S NOTE:		

A Jubilee Year marks the major anniversaries of organizations like its 100th, 
75th, 50th, and 25th Year. In the last issue of the Cable Tow – the Team pre-
sented the subordinate lodges that celebrated the centenary of their Charters 
under the jurisdiction of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free & Accepted 
Masons of the Philippines. This time, we present a summary of Lodges with 
Jubilee Celebrations and other Milestone Years in 2024. 
 										        
– VW Joseph Harold W. Santiago, GH

75-YEAR JUBILEE LODGES
The term Diamond is not used as some 
jurisdictions attribute the substance 
to 60th Year Anniversaries. In 1949 
– four years after the re-activation of 
the GLP after WWII, five Lodges were 
chartered by MW Esteban Munarriz:

Saipan No. 121	  	                   Marianas Islands
Quezon City No. 122	                            Quezon City, Metro Manila
Armed Forces	 No. 123	   		  Guam, USA
Far East No. 124	    	         Yokohama City, Japan
Tokyo No. 125	   	             City of Tokyo, Japan

Saipan No. 121 had difficulty operat-
ing from day One due to the transient 
residency of its members in the Army 
& Navy stationed in Saipan and sur-
rendered its charter in 1950. Quezon 
City No. 122, thrived and celebrated 
its 75th Charter Anniversary this 

year (see separate article on page _ _ 
of this issue). Armed Forces No. 123 
consolidated with Milton C. Marvin 
No. 117 in 1951 and is now named 
Milton C. Marvin No. 123. Far East 
Lodge No. 124 and Tokyo No. 125 
have since transferred their allegiance 
to the Grand Lodge of Japan in 1957 
and are now named as Far East Lodge 
No. 1 and Tokyo Masonic Lodge No. 
2, respectively.

GOLDEN JUBILEE LODGES
These are the Lodges constituted in 
1974:
Datu Bago No. 197		       Davao City, Philippines
Digos No. 198			  Digos City, Davao Del Sur
Andres Bonifacio No. 199	                            Quezon City, Metro Manila
Negrense No. 200	           Bacolod City, Negros Island Region
Hundred Islands No. 201		         Alaminos, Pangasinan
Jacobo Zobel Y Zangroniz  No. 202	 Makati City, Metro Manila
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Fortunately, all six lodges constituted 
under MW John O. Wallace – the last 
American to be a Grand Master in 
the Grand Lodge of the Philippines 
have labored successfully in the first 
Fifty Years of their Masonic existence. 
Three have submitted articles for this 
issue: Andres Bonifacio 199 (pp 00), 
Negrense 200 (pp 00), and Jacobo Zo-
bel 202 (pp 00).

SILVER JUBILEE LODGES

Seven Lodges were constituted during 
the term of MW Franklin J. Demon-
teverde 25 years ago in 1999: 		
	
Palanyag No. 323	                     Parañaque City, Metro Manila
Bongabong No. 324	                    Bongabong, Oriental Mindoro
Dr Jose P. Laurel No. 325	                                            Lipa City, Batangas
Gov. Eduardo Joson No. 326		             Muñoz, Nueva Ecija
Kakarong No. 327	                                            Sta. Maria, Bulacan
Apolinario B. Yap No. 328		                         Victoria, Tarlac
Ma-Bu-Ti No. 329		                 Masbate, Masbate

OTHER LODGES WITH MILESTONE YEARS

1 9 3 4 – Only 2 lodges were consti-
tuted 90 Years ago during the term 
of MW Manuel Camus: Pearl River 
No. 109 in Canton, China and Ku-
tang Bato No. 110 in Cotabato. The 
former transferred allegiance to the 
Grand Lodge of China in 1949 under 
the name – Pearl River Lodge No. 3 
and relocated to Taiwan, while the lat-
ter has thrived in Mindanao since its 
constitution on July 17, 1934.

1 9 4 4 – this is the third dark year 
for the Grand Lodge as no Masonic 
Activities can be performed officially 
from December 1941 until the first 

quarter of 1945. Hence, there are no 
80-year-old lodges in the jurisdiction 
in 2024.

1 9 6 4 – MW Serafin Teves, consti-
tuted seven lodges under his watch:

Kidapawan No. 170		          Kidapawan, Cotabato
Narra No. 171		                                       San Jose, Nueva Ecija
Loo Choo No. 172		            Ryuku Islands, Japan
Micronesia No. 173		           Marianas Island, USA
Capitol No. 174	                            Quezon City, Metro Manila
Clayton Roberts No. 175	                            Naha City, Okinawa, Japan
Shurei No. 176                                                    Shurei City, Okinawa, Japan

Of the above – Shurei No. 176 sur-
rendered its Charter in 1977, while 
Loo Choo No. 172 and Clayton 
Roberts No. 175 consolidated with 
Okinawa Lodge No. 118 that same 
year. From Mariana Island, Microne-
sia No. 173 has since transferred to 
the Island of Guam that same year. 
It has thrived to this day, thanks to 
the support of the original Guam 
Lodges – Charleston No. 44 and 
Milton C. Marvin No. 123. Kida-
pawan No. 170, Narra No. 171, and 
Capitol No. 174 have prospered on 
their own and like Micronesia No. 
173 have celebrated the 60th Year of 
their Charters this year. See the arti-
cle submitted by Capitol No. 174 on 
page _ _ of this issue.

1 9 8 4 – MW Reynato S. Puno per-
sonally constituted the following 
Lodges four decades ago:	

Manuel L. Quezon No. 262		                            Baler, Aurora
Zaragosa No. 263	                                      Zaragosa,Nueva Ecija
Eulogio R. Dizon No. 264		           Talugtog, Nueva Ecija
Don Lorenzo Tan No. 265	                Tangub City, Misamis Occidental
Shariff Kabunsuan No. 266		                          Cotabato City
Midsayap No. 267	                            Midsayap, North Cotabato
Meridian No. 268		                     Balanga, Bataan
La Naval No. 269		                                Cavite City
Dr. Jose P. Rizal (Calamba) No. 270                                  Calamba, Laguna
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CAPITOL 
THROUGH 
THE YEARS 

60 years of
Brotherly Love, 

Relief, and Truth 
by VW Garry P. Pasiona (174)

A Masonic Lodge serves as a primary 
venue for Freemasons to congre-
gate, each with its own story to 
tell. After the Second World 
War, Masonry in the Phil-
ippines flourished, with 
several lodges established 
throughout the country. 
To bridge the gap and sup-
port the only two lodges 
making new Masons in the 
rapidly growing Quezon City, 
brethren from Island-Luz-Minerva 
Lodge No. 5 and Quezon City Lodge 
No. 122 conceived the formation of a 
new lodge. The purpose was to system-
atically plan and implement civic pro-
jects, socio-economic, and public wel-
fare activities of the fraternity. Among 
the suggested names, "Capitol City 
Lodge" was chosen, reflecting Quezon 
City’s status as the national capital at 
the time. The petition for dispensa-
tion was signed by 46 Master Masons 
and granted by Grand Master MW 
Pedro M. Gimenez, with the lodge 
constituted as Capitol City Lodge 

No. 174 on September 26, 1964. 
The lodge initially met on the last Sat-
urday of each month at 5:30 PM in the 
Theosophical Society Building, near 
Welcome Rotonda, Quezon City. By 
the end of 1965, the building’s caretak-
er informed the lodge it could no long-
er use the venue. Fortunately, Brothers 
Dy Piak Liong and Go Thian Tek of-
fered their building on Kitanlad Street, 
Quezon City, as a temporary venue. 
The lodge met there from June 1966 
until June 1970. Subsequent meet-
ings in San Juan, Rizal, and a chapel 
along EDSA proved unsuitable due 

to decreased attendance. In 1970, 
Capitol City Lodge No. 174, 

along with five other lodges, 
moved to the Capitol Ma-
sonic Temple on Matali-
no Street, Quezon City, 
which remains its home. 

 
This year, Capitol City Lodge 

No. 174 celebrates its 60th an-
niversary. Throughout its history, it 
has remained steadfast in its commit-
ment to charity, socio-civic activi-
ties, and the welfare of its members, 
while upholding Masonic teachings. 
The lodge has sustained member-
ship by initiating, passing, and rais-
ing good men worthy of the Craft. 
 
The lodge has institutionalized 
numerous projects, including: 
 
Adopt-a-School Project in Sitio 
Macaingalan, Barangay Puray, Mon-
talban, Rizal, providing school sup-
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plies, building infrastructure, and 
tree-planting activities since 2004. 
 
Oktoberfest ng Capitol, an an-
nual fundraising concert since 2005, 
supporting various charity projects. 
 
Let There Be Light Project, initiated in 
Sitio Macaingalan using solar power, pro-
viding electricity to over 472 households. 
 
Mangrove Planting, an environmen-
tal project in Baler, Aurora, started in 
2012 and expanded in partnership with 
Manuel L. Quezon Lodge No. 262. 
 
Coral Reef Project, an artificial reef 
in Anilao, Batangas, coordinated by the 
late VW Reynaldo Berroya since 2000. 
 
VISION: Charity for the Blind, an 
annual activity started by VW Wilfred 
Delos Santos, donating Braille materi-
als and food to students of the Philip-
pine National School for the Blind. 
 

Other annual activities include medical 
and dental missions, bloodletting drives, 
bingo events, and shooting competitions. 
 
One of its significant achievements was 
the establishment of Norberto S. Amo-
ranto Memorial Lodge No. 358 in 2004. 
Proposed by Capitol City Lodge brethren 
and endorsed by then Worshipful Master 
Oreste M. Navarro Jr., it honors Norberto 
S. Amoranto, the lodge’s first Worshipful 
Master and a former mayor of Quezon City. 
 
Through its actions, Capitol City Lodge 
No. 174 exemplifies the Masonic princi-
ples of Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth. 
It zealously preserves harmony among its 
brethren, the source of its strength and 
stability. As the members recount their 
history, they celebrate six decades of ser-
vice, unity, and adherence to the timeless 
tenets of Freemasonry.

(***with excerpts from “History of Capitol City Lodge No. 
174” by VW Zaf iro A. Vinarao) 
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GOLDEN LODGE ANNIVERSARY OF 

ANDRES BONIFACIO 
LODGE NO. 199 (1974 – 2024)

by VW Godofredo L. Señires III (199)

The whole nation commemorated the 161st Birth Anniversary of one 
of our country’s national heroes – Gat Andres Bonifacio – the Founder 
and “Ang Supremo ng Kataastaasan, Kagalang-galang, Katipunan ng mga 
Anak ng Bayan”, or KKK in 1892 in Manila. He organized the KKK 
with his friends, Ladislao Diwa and Teodoro Plata and later with Emilio 
Jacinto and Pio Valenzuela (Szczepanski, 2019). He led the “Cry of Pugad 
Lawin” that sparked the Himagsikang Pilipino (Philippine Revolution) 
in August 1896 who wanted to reform Spanish Rule in the Philippines 
(Encyclopaedia Britannica., n.d.). 

Our national hero, An- dres Bonifacio y de Cas-
tro, a Filipino patriot, was born on November 
30,1863 in Tondo, Manila from Santiago 
Bonifacio, a tailor, lo- cal politician and boat-
man; and Catalina de Castro, employed in a 
cigarette-rolling factory. He was the eldest among 
the f ive younger siblings: Ciriaco, Procopio, Troadio, 
Esperidiona and Maxima (Szc- zepanski, 2019). Andres Bonifacio, 
then aged 33, the Father of the Philippine Revolution and founder of 
the Katipunan, together with his brother, Procopio, were executed in 
the mountain of Maragondon, Cavite in May 10, 1897 (The Kahimyang 
Project, n.d.).

Brother Andres Bonifacio was a regular member of Taliba Lodge No. 165 
under the El Gran Oriente Español on June 6, 1893. That is why Bro. 
Andres Bonifacio organized the Katipunan following the organization 
and ceremonies patterned upon the Masonic order to impart an air of 
sacred mystery (Library of Congress, n.d.).

As the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of 
the Philippines commemorated November 30 as Bonifacio Day as a Na-
tional Holiday, other Masonic Lodges, under its jurisdiction, accorded 
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similar honor and proud tribute 
to the Supremo’s birth all over the 
country. 

It was also on this occasion that 
Andres Bonifacio Lodge No. 199 
celebrated its Golden Lodge Anni-
versary that was held at the Tejeros 
Hall of the AFP Commissioned 
Off icer Club in Camp General 
Emilio Aguinaldo in Quezon City. 

The formative beginnings of this 
Lodge were through the initiative 
and recommendation for its for-
mation by Labong Lodge No. 59, 
that by September 1, 1973, Grand 
Master Ruperto S. Demonteverde 
issued a dispensation authorizing 
the formation of the Lodge on 
October 26, 1973. The formal or-
ganizational meeting of the Lodge 
was held at the Annual Commu-
nication (ANCOM) held in April 
1973 and the Committee on Char-
ters found that Andres Bonifacio 
Lodge UD had already initiated, 
passed and raised four candidates, 
and had a total membership of 44 
Master Masons and one Entered 
Apprentice.

The organization of Andres Boni-
facio Lodge No. 199, was amply 
named in honor of our National 
Hero, Andres Bonifacio, was also 
made possible through the untir-
ing efforts of Very Worshipful 
Teof ilo C. Leonidas, at that time, 
as was the District Deputy Grand 

Master of Masonic District No. 
9, which is now Masonic District 
NCR-E, under the jurisdiction of 
the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge 
of Free and Accepted Masons of 
the Philippines.

On June 22, 1974, Andres Boni-
facio Lodge was constituted as a 
Regular Lodge by Most Worship-
ful John O. Wallace, the last of the 
American Grand Master elected, 
and was assigned with the number 
199.

Worshipful Brother Jose B. Perez 
was installed as its Worshipful Mas-
ter; Bro. Herminio C. Navia and 
Bro. Salvador C. Diaz was installed 
as Senior and Junior Wardens re-
spectively. Its initial domicile was 
at Caloocan City and had since es-
tablished its residence at the Capi-
tol Masonic Temple in Barangay 
Central, Quezon City (Fajardo & 
Galarosa, 2003).

On its 50th Charter Year, this Lodge 
stood proud and remained commit-
ted to the Masonic Tenets with the 
theme: “One Lodge Stronger To-
gether”, Andres Bonifacio Lodge 
No. 199, led by its Worshipful Mas-
ter, Reynante B. Peña, together with 
Bro. Hendrix B. Mangaldan and Bro. 
Malvin M. Malanom, Senior and 
Junior Warden respectively, now has 
listed 94 regular members and 21 
lifetime members, including 2 dual 
members, and 23 honorary members.
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During the commemoration of the 
Golden Lodge Anniversary Cel-
ebration, Andres Bonifacio Lodge 
No. 199 bestowed upon the Gold-
en Apron to VW Methusael A, Ca-
sul, the f irst Lodge member to re-
ceive such an honor, for his faithful 
50 years as a Mason. Additionally, 
the Silver Apron was also bestowed 
upon Bro. Regino G. Domingo for 
his faithful 25 years as a Mason. 
The lodge also honored its Past 
Masters of the Lodge who stood 
as the pillars and foundation of 
the lodge. This is to celebrate the 
milestones of the Lodge and honor 
the vision and determination of 
our Founding brethren who laid 
the cornerstone of this lodge half a 
century ago (WM Peña, 2024). 

This momentous occasion was 
also graced by one of its very dis-
tinguished members, Right Wor-
shipful Vicente C. Sotto III, and 
the Grand Master of Masons, Most 
Worshipful Ariel T. Cayanan.

Andres Bonifacio Lodge No. 199 
also gave thanks for the contribu-
tions of the past and present mem-
bers of this Lodge and the many 
things that they’ve given to the 
community and to Masonry as well 
and will continue to build upon 
its traditions from the past and to 
make the next 50 years even better 
(SW Mangaldan, 2024).
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LAST NOVEMBER 2024, the Jaco-
bo Zobel Memorial Lodge No. 202 
celebrated its 50th Anniversary at 
the Makati Sports Club, attended by 
brethren, family, and friends. The oc-
casion was even graced by the Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge of 
the Philippines (GLP) him-
self, MW Ariel T. Cay-
anan. Representing the 
City of Makati was 
Vice Mayor Monique 
Lagdameo. Also pre-
sent was Past Grand 
Master Enrique Locsin 
who hails from said lodge. 
The event was made possible 
through the leadership of incumbent 
Worshipful Master James Christopher 
Sanagustin, Senior Warden Richard 
Raymund Rodriguez, Junior Warden 
Gilbert Villanueva, Immediate Past 
Master Dickson Wee, and the rest of 
the lodge officers and members.

Our appreciation of the lodge’s mile-
stone achievement cannot be over-
stated, and, in so doing, it is important 
to revisit its past and look back at its 
first fifty years. It began in early 1973 
when a group of Masons residing in 

and around Makati resolved to estab-
lish a new Masonic Lodge within their 
community. These brethren included 
then Grand Master of the GLP, Ru-
perto Demonteverde Sr., Simeon 
Rene Lacson, Ernesto Gonzales Sr., 

Teotimo Juan, Eduardo Gonzales, 
Norberto San Mateo Jr., and 

Antonio Beltran.

Soon after, on Decem-
ber 20, 1973, they sub-
mitted a petition to the 
GLP to form the Jacobo 

Zobel Memorial Lodge, 
honoring the patriarch 

of the Zobel De Ayala family, 
the distinguished landowners and de-
velopers in Makati. The choice of the 
name came at the suggestion of Aure-
lio Leynes Corcuera, considered at the 
time to be an authority in Philippine 
Masonry. Twenty one Master Masons 
were summoned by Teofilo Leonidas 
from his District. The meeting was 
held at the Marco Polo Restaurant in 
Ayala Avenue, Makati, where a com-
mittee was created to make representa-
tions with the Zobel De Ayala family 
in order to seek their permission to 
use the Jacobo Zobel name. The com-
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mittee composed of Ruperto Demon-
teverde, John Wallace, Teodoro Kalaw 
Jr., Jose Araneta, Teofilo Leonidas, 
Aurelio Corcuera, and Oscar Eusebio. 
Another committee, composed of Pe-
dro Tolentino, Simeon Rene Lacson, 
and Antonio Comoda, was assigned 
to draft the lodge’s constitution and 
by-laws for submission to the GLP. 
The brethren also presented a pledge 
of P3,650 as initial funding.

The dispensation was issued by GM 
Demonteverde on January 11, 1974, 
leading to the inaugural meeting of 
the lodge Under Dispensa-
tion (UD) on February 
21, 1974 at the Plaridel 
Temple of the GLP, 
with Demonteverde 
presiding as Master. 
On that occasion, a 
resolution was passed 
to notify Col. Enrique 
Zobel of the formation of 
a Masonic lodge in tribute to his 
great grandfather.

During the GLP’s Annual Communi-
cation (AnCom) that year, the Char-
ter for the lodge was ratified. Incoming 
Grand Master John Wallace granted a 
Dispensation on June 20, 1974 for the 
lodge to temporarily convene at the 
Pio del Pilar High School. Bienvenido 
Tesoro became the only candidate 
who petitioned for degrees in the UD 
lodge. (He would eventually be raised 
to Master Mason before the lodge’s 
formal constitution.)

Upon the evening of November 15, 
1974, the Zobel Lodge was formally 
constituted. Its Charter Members 
included esteemed brethren such as 
Jose Araneta, Calixto Zaldivar, Benja-
min Brown, Ruperto Demonteverde 
Sr., Purifico Palomo, Marcelino Dy-
sangco, Teofilo Leonidas, Emiliano 
Ozaeta, Felicimo Rivera, David Cruz, 
Atanacio Bayan, Domingo Canto-
ria, Lucas DeLeon, Ernesto Balba, 
Pacifico Pinili, Narciso Roque, Jose 
Baltazar, Mamento Pacris, Gerardo 
Agulto, Eduardo Salcedo, Rustico 
Reyes, Wiliam Chua, Tendoro Kalaw 

Jr., Urbano Caasi Jr., Eliseo 
Zari, Oscar Eusebio (SW), 

Simplicio Endaya, Au-
relio Cocuera, Ernesto 
Gonzales, Luis John-
son Jr., Tiburcio Baja, 
Teodorico Baldonado, 

Pedro Tolentino, Ru-
perto Demonteverde Jr. 

(WM), Francisco Ibay, Eu-
logio Eusebio, Federico Balagtas, 

Eduardo Gonzalez Jr., Antonio Bel-
tran, Nicanor Lim, Charles Chang, 
Antonio Comoda, Simeon Rene 
Lacson, and Jose Percival Adiong 
(JW). The founding ceremony took 
place at the Sky-Top of the Hotel 
Inter-Continental in Makati, and 
included the installation of the Char-
ter Officers. The event was graced by 
Col. Enrique Zobel himself as the 
Guest of Honor and Speaker, who 
conveyed his kin’s gratitude to the 
lodge for honoring the memory of 
his illustrious forebear.
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Enrique Zobel generously offered 
the use of the School for the Deaf in 
San Antonio Village, Makati, for the 
lodge’s meetings. When the lodge 
members sought for a permanent lo-
cation, Enrique Zobel consented on 
April 25, 1978 to use a 1,500 square 
meter property along Dao Street, 
Makati to the lodge. The agreement 
was signed by Calixto Zaldivar for the 
lodge and Enrique Zobel for the Zo-
bel de Ayala family. The lodge then 
endeavored to erect its own Masonic 
Temple, and Enrique Zobel contrib-
uted significantly to initiate construc-
tion. That afternoon, a cornerstone-
laying ceremony was conducted by 
Zaldivar as assisted by Jolly Bugarin. 

The lodge turned to other Masons 
for assistance in constructing the 
Temple and the appeal was an-
swered by King Solomon Lodge No. 
150. Further help came when, in 
1981, Warner Rushing was elected 
Master of the lodge, for he was then 
working for Philippine Geother-
mal, Inc. as its Operations Manager 

for Construction, which strategi-
cally enabled him to spearhead the 
project. The F.F. Cruz Company 
soon undertook the building work, 
supported by donations of materi-
als and funds from various breth-
ren. The Jacobo Zobel Masonic 
Temple Association, Inc. was also 
established to oversee the Temple’s 
care and maintenance.

On November 15, 1982, dur-
ing its 8th year Anniversary, the 
lodge held its meeting inside the 
nearly-completed Jacobo Zobel 
Masonic Temple for the f irst time. 
The Lodge Hall, later named after 
Warner Rushing, was dedicated on 
September 15, 1985.

Recognizing several key milestones 
in the following years, Enrique 
Locsin ascended to the position of 
Grand Master for the year 1998-
1999. It was he who facilitated the 
construction of the Temple’s Fellow-
ship Hall.
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In 1999, the lodge commemorated 
its Silver Jubilee or 25th Anniversary 
with a Yearbook project that docu-
mented the first comprehensive ac-
counts of the history of the lodge and 
of the Masonic life of Jacobo Zobel y 
Zangroniz himself. The Anniversary 
was celebrated at the Makati Sports 
Club, emceed by Raul Laman and Re-
nato Florencio, as assisted by Ricardo 
Manotoc III, Romeo Velasco, Abelar-
do Aportadera Jr., and Rommel Gar-
cia. That year also saw the initiation of 
two prominent leaders, former Prime 
Minister of the Philippines, Cesar Vi-
rata, and former Vice President of the 
Philippines, Salvador Laurel.

Charging into the new millennium, 
the lodge adapted to modern ad-
vancements. On April 1, 2004, Noel 
Baluyot created the lodge’s inaugu-
ral website, which later acquired its 
own domain name care of Jing Iya, 
Maverick Evangelista, and other 
members. The lodge’s 30th Anniver-
sary in November that year saw the 
launch of a newsletter called LUXIS, 
which eventually ceased printing 
to give way to the more eff icient 
Internet-based platform. During 
the terms of Horacio Gonzalez and 
Porfirio Pasay as Worshipful Masters 
in 2004 and 2005 respectively, the 
Jacobo Zobel Memorial Foundation 
was established as a non-profit entity 
to extend outreach beyond Masonic 
circles, receiving support from the 
Zobel De Ayala family, as confirmed 
by Don Inigo Zobel. 

Venturing into the Centennial Year of 
the Grand Lodge of the Philippines 
in 2012, a significant event transpired 
during the Remembrance Rites for 
Hero-Masons at the Jacobo Zobel Ma-
sonic Temple: the thoroughfare where 
the Temple was located was formally 
renamed from Dao Street to Jacobo Z. 
Zobel Street. This initiative was spear-
headed by Richard Raymond Rodri-
guez and the officers of the lodge that 
year. The unveiling of the new street 
sign was even attended by then Grand 
Master Santiago Gabionza Jr., as well 
as by other District and Grand line of-
ficers.

Around 2014, on the occasion of the 
lodge’s 40th Anniversary, a commem-
orative Yearbook was conceived. Then 
in November 15 that year, the lodge 
held a grand anniversary celebration, 
under the chairmanship of Romeo Ve-
lasco. The event, hosted at the Makati 
Sports Club, included a commemo-
rative dinner that gathered brethren, 
family, and friends. This would be the 
last major gathering before the COV-
ID-19 pandemic struck in 2020.

Leading through the challenging years 
of 2020-2021, Worshipful Master 
Roderick Silva worked to maintain 
support among brethren, checking in 
on members and their families amidst 
the lockdowns resulting from the pan-
demic. Losses were felt deeply, as some 
brethren, particularly the elderly, fell 
ill, and five tragically passed away, 
leaving a lasting impact on the lodge. 
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When vaccines became available and 
in-person meetings resumed, the lodge 
held a solemn Lodge of Remembrance 
to honor those lost.

Driven by the desire to resume their 
mission of charity and service after the 
long pause caused by the pandemic, 
the brethren were eager to get back 
to work. One significant milestone 
during this time was the leadership of 
Worshipful Master Dickson Wee, un-
der whose guidance the lodge became 
the first “Green” Masonic lodge in the 
country. With the full support of the 
lodge and Masonic District NCR-G, 
solar panels were installed on the roof 
of the Jacobo Zobel Masonic Temple 
by the end of December 2023. It not 
only exhibited the lodge’s commit-
ment to sustainability but also served 
as a practical way to reduce energy 
costs.

Ever focused on the tenets of Masonry, 
the lodge continued its charity works 
and service to the community through 
the years. The brethren organized reg-
ular events to support local families in 
need, providing food, clothing, and 
other essentials to those facing hard-
ship. They also participated in instal-
lations, events, and gatherings at the 

District and Grand Lodge levels, fos-
tering strong connections with their 
fellow Masons.

Zobel Lodge has truly become a bea-
con of light and hope in the Masonic 
world, inspiring others to follow its 
example of charity, service, and in-
novation. Through its commitment 
to sustainability, its dedication to its 
members and their families, and its un-
wavering support for the community, 
the lodge has earned the reputation as 
a shining example of what Masonry 
could achieve when guided by the spir-
it of unity and brotherhood.
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30TH FOUNDING ANNIVERSARY OF 
FACTORIA MASONIC LODGE NO. 311

“CELEBRATING THREE DECADES  OF BROTHERHOOD, 
SERVICE AND EXCELLENCE”

by WB Mervin P. Gonzales (311)

On this momentous occasion, we commemorate the 30th founding anniver-
sary of Factoria Masonic Lodge No. 311. For three decades, this lodge has 
stood as a beacon of brotherhood, wisdom, and unwavering dedication to 
the principles of Freemasonry.

A LEGACY OF BROTHERHOOD

Since its establishment in 1993, Factoria Masonic Lodge No. 311 has been 
a sanctuary where brethren unite under the tenets of faith, hope, and char-
ity. The lodge has fostered a culture of mutual respect, collaboration, and 
lifelong friendship among its members. This enduring bond continues to 
inspire and guide us as we journey together in the light of Freemasonry.

SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY

Our lodge has always upheld the Masonic commitment to serving humanity. 
Over the past three decades, we have engaged in countless charitable endeav-
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ors, from supporting local educational programs and providing relief during 
crises to promoting community development initiatives. These efforts re-
flect our dedication to improving the lives of those around us and embody-
ing the true spirit of Freemasonry.

MILESTONES OF EXCELLENCE

The journey of Factoria Masonic Lodge No. 311 is marked by remarkable 
achievements. From hosting meaningful Masonic activities to raising exem-
plary Masons, our lodge has consistently contributed to the advancement of 
the Craft. Each milestone reached is a testament to the steadfast leadership 
of our off icers and the active participation of our members.

LOOKING AHEAD

As we celebrate this signif icant 
milestone, we also look to the future 
with hope and de- termination. The 
foundation laid by our founders 
and the contri- butions of every 
member over the past 30 years serve 
as a guidepost for our continued 
growth. Together, we will strive to 
uphold the Ma- sonic principles 
and ensure the lodge remains 
a vital force for good in our com-
munity. This cel- ebration would 
not be possible without the tireless efforts of our brethren and the unwa-
vering support of our families and friends. To our past and present off ic-
ers, members, and community partners—thank you for being part of this 
incredible journey.

A TOAST TO THE FUTURE

As we honor the past, celebrate the present, and embrace the future, let 
us reaff irm our commitment to the values that def ine us as Masons. May 
Factoria Masonic Lodge No. 311 continue to thrive and inspire for genera-
tions to come.
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In 1892, the first lodge for local Filipinos, Logia Nilad No. 144 
was established and affiliated with the Gran Oriente Espanol 
(GOE). Freemasonry gained popularity among the locals that 
lodges were quickly established throughout the archipelago.  A 
year later, a Gran Consejo Regional was formed. In 1895, despite 
persecution by colonial authorities, there were 19 Lodges and 
about 39 Triangles (equivalent to Lodges Under Dispensation) 
established by Filipino Masons under the GOE.

The 1896 Revolution caused the 
Spanish government to stop all ma-
sonic labors of these lodges. It was 
only after the Spanish-American 
War of 1898 with the beginning of 
the American Colonial Period that 
restoration of masonic activities 

ensued. In 1900, Filipino Masons 
under the GOE were able to secure 
a new charter for Logia Modestia 
No. 199.  In 1903, Logia Dalisay 
No. 177 was re-established. High-
ranking Americans regularly visited 
this lodge during the f irst days of its 
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reconstitution. On 30 November of 
the same year Logia Sinukuan No. 
272, named in honor of Andres Bon-
ifacio, was organized. Distinguished 
Filipinos in our history graced its 
rolls:  Manuel Quezon, Quintin 
Paredes, Rafael Palma, Manuel and 
Tomas Earnshaw, Hadji Butu, Jorge 
Vargas, and many others. 

By 1906 endeavors were made to re-
activate three more of the old lodges 
namely, Logia Nilad No. 144, Logia 
Walana No. 158, and Logia Lusong 
No. 185. Some time later, Logia Ma-
bini No. 290 located in Aparri, 
Cagayan, was organized 
and constituted. With 
Logia Sinukuan as 
the lead, these seven 
lodges convened on 9 
September 1906 as an 
assembly to establish 
a Gran Logia Regional. 
They elected Felipe Buen-
camino as "Presidente, Gran Maes-
tre" and other off icers. After all the 
documentary requirements were 
completed and the charters of the 
aforementioned three lodges were 
issued, the “Gran Logia Regional de 
Filipinas No. 2” (GLRF) was off i-
cially constituted under GOE.

Meanwhile more lodges were re-
organized like Logia Balagtas No. 
149 in Malate, of which Apolinario 
Mabini was the f irst Orador. Logia 
Taliba No. 165 was revived next, 
followed by Logia Pilar No. 203 in 

Kawit, where Emilio Aguinaldo was 
once initiated. Logia Bagong Buhay 
No. 291 was also organized with 
Ladislao Diwa as one of its founders. 

On 14 September 1907, the “GLRF” 
f inally installed its off icers with 
great solemnity by Valentin Polin-
tan, the Gran Delegado y Conse-
jero de la Orden. Thereafter, more 
lodges were then organized the fol-
lowing year like Logia Araw No. 
304 in Arlegui, Silanganan No. 305 
in Pasig, Rizal No. 312 in Tayabas, 
and Dapitan No. 313 in Malabon. In 

1911, Solidaridad No. 323 was 
formed from the merger of 

Logia Taliba, Logia Bal-
agtas, and Logia Lu-
song. Logia Banahaw 
No. 332 was founded 
in Atimonan, Quezon, 

Maguindanao No. 334 
in Cagayan de Oro, and 

Malinaw No. 340 in San Pa-
blo, Laguna.

In a parallel development, the influx 
of American Masons to the Philip-
pines made it necessary for them to 
form a permanent local organiza-
tion. Under the initiative of Manly 
B. Curry, a Sojourner’s Club was 
founded and held its f irst meeting 
on 2 April 1900. They elected Dr. 
Harry Eugene Stafford as its Presi-
dent. While the initial meetings were 
purely social, there was a deep-seated 
intent to organize a lodge. On 4 July 
1901, they were given dispensation 
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to meet as a lodge by the Grand Mas-
ter of the Grand Lodge of California 
(GLC). On 10 October 1901, they 
were granted charter and later, on 10 
November 1901, they were consti-
tuted as Manila Lodge No. 342.

At the end of 1902, another lodge 
was founded in Cavite. Under the 
leadership of Mason E. Mitchell, 
they secured a dispensation on 19 
October 1902 from the GLC. On 24 
November 1903, a year after it was 
instituted, the lodge was formally 
constituted as Cavite Lodge No.350. 
A third lodge, Corregidor No. 386 
was founded in 1907 by Herbert 
Daniel Gale, Newton C. Comfort, 
and George Harvey. On 10 October 
it was issued its Charter by the GLC 
and duly constituted on 11 Decem-
ber 1907.

In November 1912, an invitation 
was sent to these three lodges with 
a view of uniting in the foundation 
of a Grand Lodge. The invitation 
pointed out that as the Philippines 
was considered “Masonically free”, 
it was within legal bounds by these 
three subordinate lodges to form a 
sovereign Grand Lodge. The same 
invitation was extended to Lodge 
Perla del Oriente No. 1034 and 
Lodge Cebu No. 1106, both under 
the Grand Lodge of Scotland, but 
they did not respond, seemingly re-
jecting the idea. The three American 
lodges continued, on their own, in 
this endeavor.

On 11 December 1912, the Wor-
shipful Masters, Wardens, and Past 
Masters of these three lodges (Ma-
nila, Cavite, and Corregidor) held a 
convention with George Harvey pre-
siding. It was resolved that a Grand 
Lodge of the Philippine Islands 
(GLPI) be created and a constitu-
tion be drafted. The Convention 
held two more meetings on 18 and 
19 December 1912 approving the 
Constitution and electing the Offic-
ers. MW Stafford was elected Grand 
Master and Harvey as the Deputy 
Grand Master.

At this point, there were two duly 
constituted Grand Bodies: 

The GLRF under the GOE formed 
and united the Filipino lodges and 
empowered with authority in the 
government of its Symbolic Lodges. 
This Regional Grand Lodge repre-
sented “Filipino Masonry.” Many of 
its members held high positions in 
the government, business enterprises 
and all public life of the country. It 
was still fresh in everyone’s memory 
of its immediate predecessor, the 
Gran Consejo Regional, under whose 
auspices produced heroes like Agui-
naldo, Bonifacio, and Mabini and 
others. There were others who were 
persecuted and martyred like Am-
brosio Flores whose only crime was 
being a Freemason. They also iden-
tif ied with Rizal and Del Pilar, the 
prime movers of Filipino Masonry 
and heralds of National Freedom. 
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Masonic Temple, Manila. First 
meeting February 7, 1916 by 
Mt. Arayat Lodge of Perfection

Ylaya Street: Exterior 
view of the old Temple of 
Sinukuan Lodge No. 16 
during a flower offering 
to the memory of Dr. Jose 
Rizal.
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The GLRF however is not sovereign 
but just a subordinate of the GOE and 
with limited authority. 

The GLPI on the other hand was in-
tegrated by the three American lodges 
and invested with sovereign authority 
over them. It was however a new and 
imported institution, a stranger to the 
traditions of the country and the strug-
gle for freedom of its people. While it 
arrived when Filipino Masonry was al-
ready mature, it brought with it some-
thing that the Fraternity needed for its 
progress, that of “exclusive territorial 
jurisdiction.”

Initially, these two Grand Lodges ig-
nored each other and went about their 
business. On 15 February 1915, Teo-
doro Kalaw, Sr., a staunch and uncom-
promising Nationalist, became the 
Gran Maestre of GLRF.  He was also 
Assemblyman from Batangas and edi-
tor of the newspaper El Renacimiento. 
In his inaugural address on 15 May, he 
expressed a call for an independent 
Filipino national Masonic body:

“The time has come when we must se-
riously think of the future of our fra-
ternity. So far we have been moving 
like automatons, instead of walking 
straight, with our heads high and gaz-
ing steadfastly at the future. We must 
watch the events that are taking place 
around us every minute and take no-
tice of the fact that our country is day 
by day breaking the chains of colonial-
ism.

Outside of our august Temples the rever-
berations of a great struggle roar deaf-
eningly. In the midst of this tremendous 
agitation our sense of duty commands 
us to be prepared to act as circumstance 
may require. We must not be sluggards 
in the race. We must march in the van-
guard, where our honor and responsi-
bility demand that we be. Bear in mind 
that we Filipino Masons are the only 
ones responsible for the future of Philip-
pine Masonry, which is flesh of our flesh 
and life of our life.”

On 4-5 July 1915, a general assembly 
of over 300 Master Masons was con-
vened to discuss “internal and exter-
nal problems, so serious and so funda-
mental in fact, that from their solution 
will depend the life, the honor and the 
future development of national Phil-
ippine Masonry." This convention 
was presided by Manuel Quezon and 
was held at the Manila Grand Opera 
House. Two important resolutions 
were approved. The first is the air-
ing of a respectful protest to be sent 
throughout the masonic world against 
the existence of GLPI. The second res-
olution is reorganization of the GLRF 
into an independent masonic body to 
be denominated as the “Gran Logia 
Nacional de Filipinas.”

The protest of the GLRF was sent 
to the various Grand Lodges of the 
world. However, it did not prosper as 
the GLRF was not a sovereign Grand 
Lodge and its parent, the GOE was 
not recognized and had no fraternal 
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relations with them. Meanwhile rec-
ognitions of the Grand Lodge of P.I. 
continued to pour in.

After the draft constitution for the 
proposed national grand lodge was ap-
proved, Kalaw Sr. had a series of com-
munications with the Gran Maestre 
of GOE, Miguel Morayta, in Spain. 
Kalaw Sr. informed Morayta that they 
wanted full freedom as the Americans 
started a propaganda that they were the 
ones considered regular and had come 
to regularize and improve Philippine 
Masonry. They also started install-
ing Filipino lodges and if the conflict 
became one between Filipinos, they 
should not tolerate it. Furthermore, 
they needed authority to act right 
away, to rule and defend themselves 
and fight for their existence which at 

that time were not afforded to them as 
their leadership was far away in Spain. 
These sentiments however did not 
elicit commensurate response from 
Morayta, who at that time was 81 years 
old and at the twilight of his life. He 
reminded of the sacrifices he made for 
their cause; he was even accused of be-
ing a traitor to Spain. He still consid-
ered Filipinos as being his family and 
brothers despite the estrangement of 
Philippines from Spain. He expressed 
his grief reading the letter of Kalaw, 
Sr. and while the matter was under 
consideration of the Grand Council, 
he stressed the advantage of retaining 
membership in GOE.

Meanwhile, the twin actions of 
GLRF have alarmed some American 
and Filipino Masons who wanted to 
unite all Masons in the Philippines 
under one roof. As early as 1904, 
there was a move to unite the Fili-

Tondo, Manila, Oct. 19, 1912: Banquet in honor of Bro. Manuel
Quezon, sponsored by the brethren of Logia Sinukuan Nu. 272. 
Note in the background a painting showing the familiar represen-
tation of Jose Rizal in Masonic apron. This picture is actually one of 
the earliest known appearances of said rendition of Rizal wherein 
all succeeding copies may have been based.
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pino and American Lodges into one 
Grand Lodge but this did not pros-
per. By 1915, two lodges namely Ba-
gumbayan No. 4, a majority Filipino 
Lodge under GLPI and Sinukuan 
No. 273 of GLRF took this initiative. 
Despite the ban on masonic inter-
course, Bagumbayan No. 4 routinely 
sent invitation to GLRF Lodges. At 
one of these jointly attended meet-
ings, the Grand Master of GLPI sat 
in lodge with members of the GLRF, 
thus implying sanction on the inter-
course between the two Grand Bod-
ies. Christian Rosenstock, one of the 
leaders of Bagumbayan No. 4, also 
started meetings with Kalaw Sr. and 
brought the leaders of the Filipino 
and American Masons together. 

Sinukuan No. 273 on the other 
hand, allowed inter-visitation with 
American lodges as well as mutual 
attendance in Masonic Funeral 
rites. Several American Masons 
like Grand Master William Taylor, 
Milton E. Springer, Austin Craig, 
Charles Banks, and Governor-Gen-
eral Francis Burton Harrison were 
given honorary memberships.

By November 1915, Kalaw Sr. re-
ported to Morayta of the incident 
where the GLPI attempted to halt 
the installation of Logia Maktan 
No. 357 under GOE in Cebu by 
preventing the members of its lodg-
es and that of the Grand Lodge of 
Scotland from attending. The crisis 
was averted at the last minute and 

the ceremony was held as scheduled.

In the GLPI, the advocates for the 
union were slowly gaining ground. 
Grand Master Taylor in 1916 ad-
dressed “Logia Sinukuan” and spoke 
of the need for brotherly love. He en-
couraged measures to bridge the gap 
between Americans and Filipinos 
and ordered the translation of the 
off icial ritual into Spanish for the 
benefit of Filipinos. Meanwhile, the 
pro-Filipino Governor-General Har-
rison spoke before Sinukuan Lodge 
and promoted a more complete un-
derstanding, a more beneficial co-
operation among brother Masons, 
whether they be Americans or Fili-
pinos.

Bagumbayan No. 4 initiated in Feb-
ruary 1916 the founding of the La-
kandola Lodge of Perfection and 
later the Burgos Chapter of Rose 
Croix, with the intention of giving 
Filipinos a Scottish Rite Bodies of 
their own. At the end of that year, 
Austin Craig, who was its Venerable 
Master, invited Quezon to aff iliate 
with these Bodies and requested him 
to also bring Rafael Palma, Kalaw Sr. 
and other Filipinos.

In March 1916, Kalaw Sr. reported 
that the Grand Lodge of Scotland 
considered the lodges founded by 
GLRF after the constitution of 
GLPI to be clandestine and irregu-
lar. By June 1916, Morayta replied 
that during their Grand Assembly, 
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the Grand Council was authorized 
to decide upon the issue on GLPI. 
The next month, Kalaw Sr. wrote 
to Morayta of his concerns on their 
lack of authority amid the conflicts 
they were facing, the rapid growth of 
the Fraternity, the presence of other 
Obediences bent on usurping their 
jurisdiction, and the diff icult com-
petition they were causing. He de-
manded greater powers so he could 
use them for the benefit of the Fra-
ternity.

Kalaw Sr.’s letter of October 1916 

informed Morayta that they were 
f inally remitting their draft consti-
tution. The most important reason 
for the delay was that they waited for 
the passing of the Jones Law which 
would give complete autonomy to 
the Filipinos in the Philippines. He 
also reiterated his demand for greater 
powers as conditions have changed 
and that the GLPI was exerting ef-
forts and working with Filipinos.

In November 1916, the GLPI au-
thorized the founding of a second 
Filipino Blue Lodge, Biak na Bato 
No. 7. It then became clear that the 
Americans were admitting Filipinos 
and Kalaw Sr.’s fear of the conflict in 
Freemasonry between Filipinos was 
quickly being realized. 

In a f it of desperation, Kalaw Sr. 
wrote on 13 December 1916 to the 
Grand Secretary of GOE and re-
ported of the fusionist activities be-
ing openly advocated by prominent 
brethren who were meeting with 
their counterparts in GLPI. He re-
quested the Grand Council to ex-
pedite the approval of the constitu-
tion to enable them to establish their 
planned independent national grand 
lodge and to still retain the attach-
ment and esteem of thousands of 
Filipino Masons. As the GLPI was 
to have its next Assembly in Febru-
ary, he advised that any delays might 
prove fatal and he would not be held 
responsible for it. Morayta replied a 
week later, on 21 December 1916, 

Templo de Solomon at 1001 Bilbao, Tondo where 6 GLP lodges met, 
including Sinukuan No. 16 and Batong Buhay No. 27. The GLP also held 
in this Temple the necrological services over the remains of Marcelo del 
Pilar on December 8, 1920 after being brought back from Spain. The 
Temple was eventually lost by the GLP as it was claimed by clandestine 
Masons. It was never recovered since, and was said to have eventually 
suffered fire during World War II. Sources say that on the site now stands 
an old apartment building that has a store on the first floor. (Source: An 
unpublished paper about the Gran Logia Nacional de Filipinas or GLNF 
written by a Mason of the GLP.)
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denouncing the fusionist elements. 
He advised to live in harmony with 
GLPI while energetically upholding the 
GLRF’s unquestionable regularity.

At the beginning of 1917, Grand Mas-
ter Taylor received information that 
the Filipinos had formed a committee 
to discuss the fusion with the Ameri-
cans and to make it effective. He sent 
a letter to GLRF mentioning this and 
called for their lodges to unite with 
GLPI. 

Gran Maestre Morayta passed away 
on 24 January 1917. Kalaw Sr. wrote 
that “After the death of Morayta, 
the only one who had always shown 
interest in the Philippines, the only 
man in Spain for whom Filipino 
Masons felt profound veneration 
and respect, the lodges considered 
themselves free to separate from the 
Spanish obedience. " Around end 
of January, an informal joint meet-
ing was held by a GLPI committee 
consisting of GM Taylor, PGMs 
Stafford and Newton Comfort and 
on the GLRF side, Manuel Quezon, 
GM Kalaw Sr. and Tomas Earnshaw 
to draft the provisional plans for the 
union. After several meetings, the 
committees agreed upon the follow-
ing:

I. Both Grand Lodges, acting sepa-
rately, authorize their Worshipful 
Grand Masters to convoke immedi-
ately a joint Assembly of Worship-
ful Masters, Senior and Junior War-

dens and Worshipful Past Masters of 
all their Lodges, to hold a meeting 
at one o’clock in the afternoon of 
Tuesday, February 13, 1917, at the 
Masonic Temple on the Escolta.

II. The Assembly will proceed:

(a) to adopt the present Constitution 
of the Grand Lodge of the Philippine 
Islands, with possible amendments in 
some of its sections.

(b) to issue to the lodges of the Grande 
Oriente Español new Constitutional 
Charters under the Constitution new-
ly adopted. The lodges of the Grand 
Lodge of the Philippine Islands will 
continue with their old Constitutional 
Charters. The numbering of the lodg-
es of the Grande Oriente Español will 
be made with the same priority that 
they now have under the Grande Ori-
ente Español. As regards those lodges 
with Charters now pending, the num-
bering will be effected according to 
priority of their organization; and

(c) to proceed immediately to the 
election of the officers of the Grand 
Lodge, in accordance with the provi-
sions of the Constitution.

III. None of the existing lodges or 
those with Charters pending, of the 
jurisdiction of any of the two Grand 
Lodges, shall have to pay any admission 
fee, regardless of the fact that some of 
them might be admitted immediately 
afterwards or some time later.
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IV. All the existing lodges and those, 
which may in future be installed, shall 
enjoy the same rights and privileges. 
There will be no racial discrimination.

V. Each lodge, now and hereinafter, 
shall be free to adopt any recognized 
rite and language that it may choose 
for its work.

VI. The higher degrees will not be 
under the jurisdiction of the Grand 
Lodge but the members of both con-
ference committees guarantee that 
the present degrees of the members of 
every lodge will be respected, without 
need of paying any fee.

Until that time, there were still oppo-
sitions to the fusion within the ranks 
of both the GLPI and the GLRF. Qu-
ezon, being a very influential leader, 
full of vitality and determination, was 
more successful in having his people 
conform to him. 

On the side of the GLPI, Past Grand 
Master Harvey was one of those who 
was not that eager in the unification. 
As far as he is concerned, many mem-
bers of the GLRF were mere political 
followers of Quezon and had little 
understanding of Anglo-Saxon Free-
masonry. To accept them “en masse” 
without in-depth scrutiny would 
be ill-advised. Thus, on 12 February 
1917, Harvey’s viewpoint prevailed 
in an informal meeting held by the 
GLPI. The draft agreement was re-
jected and the Americans asserted 

that the fusion be accomplished by 
affiliation and not by a Constituent 
Convention. 
Meanwhile, on the same date, around 
300 Filipino Masons under the Span-
ish Scottish Rite Bodies flocked to the 
Masonic Temple in Escolta. They were 
led by Quezon and Kalaw Sr. to affili-
ate with the American Scottish Rite. 
On that evening, over a hundred were 
re-obligated by Ill. Charles Lobinger, 
the Deputy of the Supreme Council 
(Southern Jurisdiction, USA) for the 
Philippines on the 4th to 19th De-
grees. The rest were scheduled in the 
following days. This was the result 
of separate negotiations by Quezon, 
Craig and Manuel Camus. In the 
process, they closed their Scottish 
Rite Bodies under the Grande Ori-
ente Espanol.

The American committee led by Tay-
lor informed their counterparts in 
GLRF of what occurred. Both parties 
were upset at what happened and wor-
ried that the work they have patiently 
done for unity and harmony was fall-
ing apart before their very eyes. Prepa-
rations for the next day was already 
complete. There was a scheduled ban-
quet in Hotel de Francia at 12 noon 
of 13 February 1917. At 1PM, a joint 
assembly of American and Filipino 
Lodges was programmed and at 3PM 
was the Annual Communications of 
GLPI. Then, somebody had a splen-
did idea that the Americans appoint 
a committee that would attend the 
banquet, inform the brethren of what 
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had happened, and then inviting them 
at the same time to affiliate.  Quezon, 
the only person who could convince 
the Filipino Masons, with his stature 
and ingenuity, approved of the con-
cept and promised to support it. The 
two committees, after a sleepless night, 
parted in the morning of 13 February.

At the luncheon, the American com-
mittee consisting of Taylor, Stafford, 
Comfort and Charles C. Cohn pre-
sented their idea on the procedure to 
bring about desired fusion. This was 
to ensure that there would be no ques-
tion in the future with respect to the 
regularity of the process that they were 
undertaking. Everything would have 
been nullified if there were steps taken 
that could be considered as grounds 
to revoke the recognition granted to 
GLPI by other regular Grand Lodges 
around the world. At this point, the 
GLPI was already recognized by 76 
Grand Lodges and counting, includ-
ing most of the State Grand Lodges in 
the USA, the United Grand Lodge of 
England, the Grand Lodges of Scot-
land and Ireland, and others.

At the onset, there was still opposi-
tion, but thanks to the intercession of 
Quezon, the proposed method by the 
Americans were accepted. After exten-
sive discussions and consultations, the 
Filipino Lodges (except two that are 
far away, Logia Mabini in Cagayan and 
Logia Maguindanao in Mindanao) 
unanimously agreed to affiliate. All the 
lodges submitted their application for 

dispensation and were duly received by 
the GLPI in session assembled. Taylor 
on the other hand, conferred the ob-
ligations on the officers of the lodges. 
He recollected that "I conferred those 
obligations, and I never felt a more 
serious and inspired feeling in a 
Masonic lodge than I did in look-
ing into those serious upturned 
faces, knowing they were making a 
sacrifice of their own personal feel-
ings and prejudices for what they 
considered the good of Masonry in 
the Philippines." Charters were then 
issued to 27 lodges formerly under the 
GLRF. See Table 1.

The following day, these lodges were 
duly constituted and their off icers 
installed. Immediately thereafter, 
they proceeded to the Grand Lodge 
Hall for the election of the Grand 
Lodge off icers. Although at this 
point, the Filipino Masons had the 
majority, Taylor was re-elected as 
Grand Master with Quezon as the 
Deputy Grand Master. Writing in 
1937, Taylor tells us how the elec-
tions were held:

“After the meeting was ad-
journed, I hastened to Bro. Qu-
ezon to assure him of my entire 
innocence and ignorance of 
what had taken place and why. 
He laughed his hearty laugh and 
said ‘It’s just what those Filipi-
nos wanted and I am so happy 
that they did.’ He continued: 
‘Since you Americans have act-
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Old Name (Under GOE) Lodge Name & No. Under GLPI

Log∴ Nilad No∴ 144 Nilad Lodge No. 12

Log∴ Walana  No∴ 158 Walana Lodge No. 13

Log∴ Dalisay  No∴ 177 Dalisay Lodge No. 14

Log∴ Pilar  No∴ 203 Pilar Lodge No. 15

Log∴ Sinukuan No∴ 272 Sinukuan Lodge No. 16

Log∴ Bagong Buhay  No∴ 291 Bagong Buhay Lodge No. 17

Log∴ Araw  No∴ 304 Araw Lodge No. 18

Log∴ Silanganan  No∴ 305 Silanganan Lodge No. 19

Log∴ Rizal Lopez  No∴ 312 Rizal Lodge No. 20

Log∴ Dapitan  No∴ 313 Dapitan Lodge No. 21

Log∴ Rizal Manila  No∴ 315 Jose Rizal Lodge No. 22

Log∴ Solidaridad No∴ 323 Solidaridad No. 23

Log∴ Banahaw No∴ 332 Banahaw No. 24

Log∴ Malinaw No∴ 340 Malinaw Lodge No. 25

Log∴ Pinagsabitan No∴ 344 Pinagsabitan Lodge No. 26

Log∴ Bagumbayan Manila No∴ 352 Bagumbayan Manila Lodge No. 27

Log∴ Balintawak No∴ 354 Balintawak Lodge No. 28

Log∴ Zapote No∴ 356 Zapote Lodge No. 29

Log∴ Mactan No∴ 357 Maktan Lodge No. 30

Log∴ Magdalo No∴ 371 Emilio Aguinaldo Lodge No. 31

Log∴ Martires del 96 No∴ 372 Martires del 96 No. 32

Log∴ Isarog No∴ 376 Isarog Lodge No. 33

Log∴ Lincoln No∴ 382 Lincoln Lodge No. 34

Log∴ Batangas No∴ 383 Batangas Lodge No. 35

Log∴ La Regeneracion No∴ 386 La Regeneracion  No. 36

Log∴ Kalilayan No∴ 387 Kalilayan Lodge No. 37

Triangulo Bulusan No∴ 80 Bulusan Lodge No. 38

ed so magnanimously in giving 
the control into our hands you 
and I will make a gentlemen’s 
agreement, so long as you and 
I have any influence in Philip-
pine Masonry there shall be a 
rotation in the Office of Grand 
Master. You are Grand Master 
this year, I am to be next, and 
thereafter each American hold-
er of the office will be followed 

by a Filipino Grand Master.’"

This Gentleman’s Agreement would 
persist until 1974 when there would 
not be enough Americans left to 
be nominated to occupy the Grand 
Oriental Chair. Two days after what 
came to be known as the “Fusion,” the 
Templo Salomon in Calle Bilbao, Ton-
do was inaugurated and Kalaw Sr. ex-
plained before the assembled Masons 

TABLE 1
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112thANNIVERSARY of 
THE GRAND LODGE



the real reason for the enterprise:

“The opportunity afforded by 
this meeting invites us to evoke 
this evening the ideals of love and 
fraternity, because, as you all 
know, we have just carried out a 
most transcendental accomplish-
ment by bringing the symbolic 
lodges of Masonry under the ju-
risdiction of the Grand Lodge 
of the Philippine Islands. I may 
state here that we, the Ma-
sons of the old Oriente 
Español, did not 
come to this fu-
sion without a 
b a ck g ro un d 
of nobility. 
We have our 
own glories, 
our own tra-
ditions, and 
beautiful and 
magnificent re-
cord, full of hero-
ism and sealed with our 
blood. That is our title or nobil-
ity. We have not sought this fu-
sion to vent any grudges against 
the Oriente Español. Far from it. 
We have only words of gratitude 
for the Oriente, to which the Fili-
pino people are indebted for hav-
ing brought to them, in the midst 
of the surrounding darkness, 
the resplendent light of Masonic 
truth. Our only and exclusive 
reason for agreeing to the fusion 
was to save our most important 

principle: Masonic unity.”

On 31 March 1917, Kalaw Sr. off i-
cially informed the GOE that all its 
lodges in the Philippines had joined 
the GLPI and returned their old 
charters. Mabini Lodge No. 39 and 
Maguindanao Lodge No. 40 were 
subsequently constituted on 26 May 
1917. Logia Minerva of Gran Ori-
ente Lusitano also joined GLPI and 
was constituted as Minerva Lodge 
No. 41. The remaining lodges of Gran 

Oriente de España did not 
affiliate as lodges but 

their members did 
and resulted to the 

closure of their 
original lodges.

News of this 
masonic union 

was well received 
by majority of 

the regular Grand 
Lodges in amity with 

the GLPI worldwide. It was 
considered one of the most important 
Masonic events of the century.

References:

•	 Fajardo, RS and Mojica, AP. Votaries of Honor: The 
Golden Years: Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free 
and Accepted Masons of the Philippines. 1991.

•	 Fajardo, RS. Full Masonic Restoration. 1998.
•	 Kalaw, TM Sr. Philippine Masonry: Its Origin, Devel-

opment, and Vicissitudes Up to Present Time (1920). 
An English Translation from Spanish by Frederick Ste-
vens, PGM and Antonio Amechazurra. McCullough, 
1956.

•	 Proceedings 1917 Annual Communications of the 
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MW WILLIAM 
HENDRICKSON 
TAYLOR, PGM

The First Grand Master to be Re-elected
by VR Samuel P. Fernandez, PGC, HA

Few men have had a greater influ-
ence on Philippine Masonry than 
William Hendrickson Taylor, the 
fourth Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge of the Philippines. Alongside 
MW Manuel L. Quezon, he played 
a crucial role in uniting Spanish and 
American Masonry in the country in 
1917. This collaboration also led to a 
verbal agreement with Quezon that, 
for 57 years, Americans and Filipinos 
would alternate as Grand Masters. 
In 1961, MW Taylor wrote a letter 
explaining his role in these pivotal 
Masonic events, which serves as an 
insightful prelude to his biography. 
 

“The American Masons were very 
proud of their standing in the Ma-
sonic world and could see no reason 
why we should let the Filipinos enjoy 
what we had worked so hard to suc-
cessfully accomplish. The Filipino 
Masons, having been long estab-
lished with a long list of martyrs for 
the cause, wanted their own Grand 
Lodge. They applied for recognition 
but were invariably denied since the 
Grand Lodge of the Philippines was 
universally acknowledged as the sole 
governing body for the Philippines. 
 
“Quezon and I had often talked about 
the situation and determined some-
thing should be done. However, noth-
ing happened until, on a visit to Wash-
ington, Quezon was denied admission 
to a Masonic Lodge as he was deemed 
a clandestine Mason. On his return, a 
meeting of Filipino Masons was held 
to decide whether to apply for admis-
sion to the Grand Lodge of the Phil-
ippines. Quezon faced more resistance 
from his Filipino Masons than I did 
bringing the American Masons into 
line. Committees of three were formed 
from each side to resolve the issue. The 
Filipinos appointed Quezon, Kalaw, 
and Tommy Earnshaw; the Ameri-
cans chose myself, Past Grand Master 
Newton Comfort, and Charley Cohn. 
 
“There was never a question of union 
because there can be no union be-
tween a legitimate and an illegitimate 
body. Regarding the balloting: it had 
been agreed that Quezon would be 
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the first Grand Master. The American 
Lodges voted for Quezon. However, 
when the Filipinos cast their ballots, 
they realized they were surrendering 
the Grand Lodge to the Americans 
and began voting for me. Eventually, 
they made the election unanimous. 
When I consulted Quezon, he said, 
‘The Filipinos wanted you, and that’s 
that. But I will take it over next year, 
and from then on, we will alternate. 
So long as you and I live, this ‘Gen-
tlemen’s Agreement’ will be kept.’” 
 
MW Bro. Taylor was born on April 5, 
1878, in Burlington, New Jersey, U.S.A. 
He came to the Philippines in 1910 to 
head the International Banking Cor-
poration’s Manila branch, a subsidi-
ary of the National City Bank of New 
York. From then on, he actively im-
mersed himself in Philippine Masonry. 
 
Taylor first saw Masonic Light on Oc-
tober 15, 1909, when he was initiated 
in Matthias H. Henderson Lodge No. 
661, Philadelphia, Pa., where he was 
also passed and raised. Upon arriving 
in the Philippines, he affiliated with 
Corregidor Lodge No. 386 (now No. 
3) on December 14, 1911. In 1914, 
he was elected Worshipful Master. 
 
He became a Royal Arch Mason in 
1913 and, in December 1919, was 
elected High Priest of Luzon Chapter 
No. 1. He was received and anointed 
into the Order of High Priesthood of 
New Jersey in May 1918. Addition-
ally, he served as Illustrious Master of 

Oriental Council No. 1, Royal and 
Select Masters, in 1915 and Gener-
alissimo of Far East Commandery 
No. 1, Knights Templar, in 1916. 
 
As a Shriner, he joined Lulu Temple, 
A.A.O.N.M.S. of Philadelphia, on 
October 1, 1913. He also became a 
Knight of Asoka Conclave No. 30 in 
1914 and served as its M.P. Sovereign 
from August 1914 to December 1915. 
 
MW Taylor had the distinction of serv-
ing as Grand Master of the M.W. Grand 
Lodge of the Philippines for two con-
secutive years (1916-1918). During his 
term, the historic “Gentlemen’s Agree-
ment” of alternating Grand Masters 
was initiated. He also served as Grand 
Representative before the Grand 
Lodges of Cuscatlan, El Salvador, 
Egypt, Idaho, Indiana, and Kansas. 
 
A devoted Scottish Rite Mason, Tay-
lor received the 4th to the 14th degrees 
in Mt. Arayat Lodge of Perfection in 
Manila on December 9, 1910, and ad-
vanced to the 32nd degree in 1911. His 
dedication earned him election as Pre-
siding Officer of all four Bodies of the 
Scottish Rite in the succeeding years. 
 
Through his Masonic journey, MW 
Bro. William H. Taylor exemplified 
leadership and diplomacy, leaving a 
legacy that shaped the unity and pro-
gress of Masonry in the Philippines

(Source: Kinship to Greatness, MW Rosendo C. Herrera, 
Publisher, 1983)
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MW MANUEL L. 
QUEZON, PGM

First Filipino Grand Master, Grand 
Lodge of Philippine Islands

by VR Samuel P. Fernandez, PGC, HA 

Brilliant, dynamic, charismatic, volatile, 
decisive, impulsive, and fearless—these 
are the words historian Teodoro A. Ago-
ncillo used to describe the President of the 
Commonwealth. His dynamism stood 
out both in the Senate and Malacañang. 
 
MW Manuel L. Quezon was a Ma-
sonic stalwart who united the Spanish 
Lodges with the Grand Lodge of the 
Philippines. As the first Filipino Grand 
Master, succeeding four Americans, 
Quezon left a lasting mark on Mason-
ry despite his brief time in the Craft. 
 
Born in Baler, Tayabas (now Aurora), 
on August 19, 1878, Quezon was the 

son of Lucio Quezon, a Spanish mes-
tizo and sergeant, and Ma. Dolores 
Molina, a schoolteacher. Raised under 
the guidance of Franciscan friar Father 
Teodoro Fernandez, Quezon graduated 
summa cum laude with a Bachelor of 
Arts degree from Colegio de San Juan 
de Letran. He worked as a mathematics 
tutor at the University of Santo Tomas 
while pursuing law to support his family. 
 
His studies were interrupted by the 
Revolution, but Quezon did not join 
the revolutionaries. Instead, he returned 
to Baler. When the Americans arrived, 
he joined the army, becoming a Ma-
jor during the Filipino-American War. 
 
In 1903, Quezon placed fourth in the 
bar exams with an average of 87.83. 
He started his career as a law clerk be-
fore opening his own practice. He later 
served as Fiscal of Mindoro and Tayabas, 
earning recognition for his dedication. 
 
Although he disliked politics, Qu-
ezon’s leadership propelled him into 
public service. He won the guberna-
torial race in Tayabas, backed by the 
common people, and quickly rose 
through the ranks. As Assembly Floor 
Leader, he partnered with Speaker 
Sergio Osmeña until 1922, when Qu-
ezon took sole leadership of their party. 
 
Elected to the Senate in 1916, Quezon 
became its President. By 1935, he was 
elected President of the Commonwealth, 
his success a testament to his charisma 
and ability to connect with the people. 
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Brother Quezon’s Masonic journey be-
gan on March 17, 1908, when he was 
initiated into Logia Sinukuan under 
the Gran Logia Regional de Filipinas. 
He was raised to Master Mason on 
May 23 of the same year and served as 
Worshipful Master of Sinukuan Lodge 
No. 16 from 1918 to 1919. In 1919, 
he became a Knight Commander 
of the Court of Honor and an In-
spector General Honorary in 1929. 
 
At his wife’s insistence, Quezon re-
signed from Masonry on August 
18, 1930. Yet, in his own words, “I 
did not actually resign until several 
months later, and I never renounced 
Masonry.” Refusing to sign a renun-
ciation form required by the Church, 
he sent a note to the Archbishop, ex-
plaining that his resignation was solely 
to return to the Catholic Church. 
 
As President, Quezon upheld the 
separation of Church and State, stat-
ing, “Nothing can stir up the pas-
sions and prejudices of men more ef-
fectively than religious intolerance, 
bigotry, and narrow-mindedness.” 
 
He continued: “Under the present 
Constitution of the Philippine Com-
monwealth, the separation of the 
Church and the State, and the freedom 
of worship, are guaranteed. The State 
has nothing to do with the Church, nor 
the Church with the State. I am a Cath-
olic, as everybody knows. I worship my 
God in accordance with my own reli-
gious belief. But as the head of the State, 

I can have no more to do with the Cath-
olic Church than I can with the Protes-
tant denomination, the Aglipayan, the 
Mohammedan, or any other religious 
organization or sect in the Philippines.” 
 
During his presidency, eight Grand 
Masters held high government posi-
tions, and nearly all members of his 
Cabinet were Masons. Quezon tire-
lessly fought for Philippine inde-
pendence but did not live to see it. 
 
During the Japanese occupation, Qu-
ezon and his family fled the Philippines 
on a U.S. submarine to the United 
States on February 20, 1942. Two years 
later, on August 1, 1944, he passed 
away in Saranac Lake, New York. 
 
As Grand Master, Quezon faced chal-
lenges but remains pivotal in uniting the 
Grand Lodge of the Philippines and the 
Gran Oriente Español. His legacy as a 
Masonic leader and statesman endures. 
 
Don Claro M. Recto described him 
best: “Quezon loved power, and he 
knew how to keep it…by winning 
the faith and love of the people. He 
knew when to wait, and when to 
dash in for the prize. He knew when 
to command, and when to obey; 
when to resist, and when to yield.” 
 
Though he has passed, Brother Ma-
nuel L. Quezon’s legend has become 
a legacy in our Masonic world—a leg-
acy of leadership, dedication, and en-
lightenment that continues to inspire. 
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For our Eighth Monthly Learn-
ing, we focus the spotlight on the 
Most Worshipful Institution that 
is the Grand Lodge of the Philip-
pines; and rightfully so as Decem-
ber 19 marks the 112th year of 
its  self- creation. Together with 
the succeeding lecture in January 
2025 about subordinate Lodges, 
the  two topics  gear  our  EDUCA-
TION  from  ENLIGHTENMENT  
towards  EQUILIBRIUM  -  the  
third   Speculative Thrust for Ma-
sonic Year 2024 – 2025.

A Grand Lodge is the highest govern-
ing body of Freemasonry in a specific 
geographic area, often a  country, state, 
or region. It oversees local Masonic 
lodges; sets rules and regulations, and 
coordinates activities within its juris-
diction; and promotes the principles 
of the craft. Each  Grand  Lodge  is  
responsible  for  its  own  governance,  
administration,  and  representation.  
It  governs  by establishing and en-
forcing Masonic laws and regulations 
according to Masonic Landmarks; cre-
ating, supervising, and monitoring its 
subordinate lodges; and electing or 
appointing Grand Officers. It admin-

isters by managing Masonic proper-
ties and finances; providing educa-
tional resources and training for its 
constituents; and resolving disputes  
and  disciplinary  issues.  It  represents  
Freemasonry  within  their  jurisdic-
tion  through  (1)  fostering relation-
ships with other Grand Lodges and 
(2) promoting Masonic values and 
community services. Since  the  forma-
tion  of  the  Premier  Grand  Lodge  
of  England  which  gave  birth  to  the  
modern  form  of Freemasonry, Grand 
Lodges have performed the following 
functions:

•	 Administration and Governance 
of the Fraternity

•	 Bestowing Honors, Titles, and 
Awards

•	 Creation and Management of 
Lodges

•	 Developing jurisdictional Plans 
and Programs

•	 Discipline and Grievances
•	 Diplomacy and Foreign Relations
•	 Maintaining Legitimacy
•	 Masonic Education
•	 Organizing Assemblies, Meetings, 

& Gatherings
•	 Preservation of History
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•	 Preservation of Landmarks
•	 Preservation of Ritual
•	 Protection of Masonry
•	 Public Relations and Advocacy
•	 Regularity and Uniformity
•	 Research and Scholarship
•	 Society and Philanthropy
•	 Support of Masonic Orders

Each Grand Lodge operates indepen-
dently, but often maintains relation-
ships with other Grand Lodges glob-
ally. Grand Lodges are created among 
members of lodges in a specific terri-
tory that is legally constituted by other 
Grand Lodges. When such lodges 
aspire to be independent, they form 
a higher institution that will govern 
and administer  itself  as  well  as  fu-
ture  subordinate  lodges  in  the  said  
area  and  represent  Freemasonry  in  
its jurisdiction.  By  this  independent  
nature, most  Grand  Lodges  posses  
self-issued  and  government-issued 
documents that establish their crea-
tion.

In  the  GLP  archives,  there  are  
three  documents  related  to  the  
creation  and  establishment  of  the  
Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of 
Free & Accepted Masons of the 
Philippines:

1 - The Proceedings of the MW Grand 
Lodge of Free & Accepted Masons of 
the Philippine Islands together with 
the Proceedings of the Convention 
Assembled for its Formation (1912)
2 - The GLP Constitution (1912)

3 - The Corporate Papers of the Grand 
Lodge of the Philippines (1915)

Technically, they are GLP’s source 
documents. The first, being the ini-
tial documents which record the for-
mation of our Grand Lodge by the 
three lodges duly constituted under 
the Grand Lodge of California, can 
be considered as our Constitutional 
Charter. The second is the aggregate of 
fundamental principles or established 
precedents under which, our organiza-
tion is acknowledged to be governed 
and has since been updated as ap-
proved during Annual Communica-
tions. The third, registers our Grand 
Lodge as a legal entity and thus serves 
as our Charter of Incorporation.

The official name of our organization 
as stated in PART I, ARTICLE I, Sec. 
1. of our present Constitution is

THE MOST WORSHIPFUL 
GRAND LODGE OF FREE AND 
ACCEPTED MASONS OF THE 

PHILIPPINES

Its seal is officially described next in 
Sec. 2. The importance of our Grand 
Lodge is fundamentally defined in the 
PREAMBLE - We, the Members of 
the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of 
Free and Accepted Masons of the Phil-
ippines, invoking the aid of the Great 
Architect of the Universe, in order to 
form a Grand Lodge of Free and Ac-
cepted Masons in the Philippines, set 
forth and exemplify the tenets and 
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teachings of Freemasonry,  promote  
love,  foster  brotherhood,  and  achieve  
harmony  among  Masons  and  men, 
enhance  the  welfare  of  our  Order,  
and  preserve  liberty,  equality  and  
fraternity,  do  ordain  and promulgate 
this Constitution.

For Enlightenment, let us reiterate 
GLP’s four main goals and objectives 
as stated in the said PREAMBLE:

A.   To set forth and exemplify the ten-
ets and teachings of Freemasonry

B.   To promote love, foster brother-
hood, and achieve harmony among 
Masons and men

C.   To enhance the welfare of our Or-
der; and

D.    To preserve liberty, equality, and 
fraternity

Prior to the inception of the GLP 
in 1912, a Convention Assem-
bled in December 11 examined 
the credentials of the participat-
ing lodges:  Manila No. 342, Cavite 
No. 350, and Corregidor No. 386.  

The accreditation establishes the fact 
that Masonry is operating success-
fully in the Philippine Islands. The 
requisite number of duly chartered 
and constituted Lodges to authorize 
the formation of a Grand Lodge in the 
said territory is based on precedents 
already established and recognized as 

a Masonic right, and especially in ac-
cordance with Decision No. 367** of 
the Grand Lodge of California, the 
alma mater of the Lodges here repre-
sented.

** “ In the United States, it is univer-
sally recognized as the law of Masonry, 
that, whenever there are  three  char-
tered  Lodges  in  any  State  or  Terri-
tory  in  which  no  Grand  Lodge  has  
been established, those Lodges have 
the absolute right to meet in conven-
tion and organize a Grand Lodge for 
such State or Territory; that when a 
Grand Lodge is once regularly estab-
lished in any State or Territory, it has 
exclusive jurisdiction over all Masonic 
Lodges and Masons within such State 
or Territory; and that no other Grand 
Lodge or Grand Body can establish a 
new Lodge within the territorial juris-
diction of the Grand Lodge so organ-
ized, or can maintain jurisdiction over 
the organization of the new Grand 
Lodge its jurisdiction becomes abso-
lute over the entire territory, and all 
Lodges and all Masons there must ac-
knowledge it and yield obedience to it, 
and their allegiance elsewhere ceases. 
– Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of 
California, Vol. XII, p 112. “

Seeing themselves empowered by what 
can be called the Rule of Three, the 
delegates from the above lodges believ-
ing themselves clothed with sufficient 
authority to organize and constitute a 
Grand Lodge, resolved to proceed to 
the organization of a Convention for 
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the formation of a Grand Lodge for 
the Philippine Islands as well as draft-
ing a Masonic Constitution for the 
same, adjourning themselves until 8 
pm of December 18.

The  Convention  dedicated  to  the  
self-formation  of  the  Grand  Lodge  
of  the  Philippine  Islands  including  
the election and appointment as well 
as the installation of its Officers cov-
ered two dates. Starting on Wednesday 

December 18 at 8:00 in the evening, 
it lasted way pass midnight with the 
Lodge of Master Masons closed in 
ancient Masonic form at 12:45 am 
- December 19 completing the Con-
vention. Fifteen minutes later at 1:00 
am, the Grand Lodge of the Philip-
pine Islands opened for the first time, 
marking its first Communication on 
December 19. The first order of busi-
ness is the petition of the three found-
ing lodges named Manila, Cavite, and 
Corregidor to work under the juris-
diction of the newly organized insti-
tution. With their individual GLC-
issued charters submitted to the GLPI, 
each was recognized as a legally con-
stituted Lodge under the jurisdiction 
of the Grand Lodge aforesaid. Last to 
be tackled is the request for the Grand 
Master to send a cable to the MW 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of 
California notifying the formation of 
the Grand Lodge of the Philippine 
Islands. The Grand Lodge was then 
called off until 8 PM on December 23 
(Monday).

With the independent nature inher-
ent on individual Grand Lodges, what 
“masonic mechanism” can help ensure 
that each organization remains true to 
the principles and practices of Freema-
sonry?

The answer lies in their recognition 
and affinity by other Grand Lodges. As 
Grand Lodges are mostly self-created, 
it  is  their  relationship  with  their  for-
eign  or  domestic  counterparts  that  
adds  essence  to  its  existence  and 
relevance. Each Grand Lodge values 
every recognition and affinity given 
by another. The more among its sister 
Grand Lodges recognize its existence, 
the wider becomes the relationship 
for such Grand Lodge throughout 
the Masonic World which is cascaded 
to its membership. For it is in official 
recognition among Grand Lodges that 
allows the member of one to visit and 
gain admission among the lodges of 
the other.

Such recognition and affinity are based 
on the regularity of the principles and 
practices of each Grand Lodge. When 
a Grand Lodge deviates from the An-
cient Landmarks of Freemasonry, he 
risks losing the recognition of other  
Grand  Lodges. When that happens, 
the fraternal  circle that  its members 
enjoy outside its jurisdiction becomes 
smaller. The members of such a Grand 
Lodge loses the privilege to visit and be 
admitted inside the lodges of another 
jurisdiction.
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The Grand Lodge of the Philippines 
currently enjoys the recognition and 
affinity of 121 other Grand Lodges 
around the globe. Such wide circle 
gives its membership the privilege to 
be admitted in any of the lodges of 121 
jurisdictions, establishing the credence 
to one of the reasons why men are in-
duced to become masons.

Going back to the rule of three in 
American Freemasonry, any group of 
three duly constituted lodges can eas-
ily organize  themselves  into  a  Grand  
Lodge  –  the  harder  part  of  the  labor  
is  gaining  recognition  with  other ju-
risdictions.

Here  lies  the  importance  of  Mason-
ic  Equilibrium  –  Educated  Masons  
elect  Enlightened  Masonic  Leaders. 
Enlightened  Masonic  Leaders  nur-
ture  more  Masons  through  Educa-
tion.  Together,  Educated  Masons  and 
Enlightened  Masonic  Leaders  bring  
about  a  well-balanced  or  Equilibrat-
ed  form  of  Masonry.  Such  Masonic 
Ecosystem can only happen inside the 
jurisdiction of a Grand Lodge that re-
mains true to its goals and objectives.

GUIDE QUESTIONS FOR LECTURERS

Note: DGL’s answers to these ques-
tions shall be among their contri-
butions to the Lecture:

1.	 What is your GLP experience that 
made a profound impact on your 
belief in Masonry? Do share your 

experience with the Brethren.
2.	 Cite an inspiring experience that 

you encountered or heard of 
about on visiting lodges in another 
jurisdiction?

List of Foreign Grand Lodges with 
Amity Relations with the Grand 
Lodge of the Philippines:

1. Grand Lodge of Alabama
2. Grand Lodge of Alaska
3. Grand Lodge of Alberta
4. Grand Lodge of Arizona
5. Grand Lodge of Argentina
6. Grand Lodge of Arkansas
7. Grand Lodge of Austria
8. Grand Lodge of Amazonas
9. Grand Lodge of Belgium
10. Grand Lodge of Bolivia
11. Grand Lodge of British Columbia
12. Grand Lodge of California
13. Grand Lodge of Canada
14. Grand Lodge of Ceara (Brazil)
15. Grand Lodge of Chile
16. Grand Lodge of China
17. Grand Lodge of Colorado
18. Grand Lodge of Columbia-Barraquilla
19. Grand Lodge of Columbia-Bogota
20. Grand Lodge of Columbia-Cartagena
21. Grand Lodge of Connecticut
22. Grand Lodge of Costa Rica
23. Grand Lodge of Cuscatlan
24. Grand Lodge of Czech Republic
25. Grand Lodge of Delaware
26. Grand Lodge of Denmark
27. Grand Lodge of District of Columbia
28. Grand Lodge of Dominican Republic
29. Grand Lodge of Ecuador
30. United Grand Lodge of England (UGLE)
31. Grand Lodge of Finland
32. Grand Lodge of Florida
33. Grand Lodge of Georgia
34. Grand Lodge National Francaise
35. United Grand Lodge of Germany
36. Grand Lodge of Greece
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37. Grand Lodge of Guatemala
38. Grand Lodge of Hawaii
39. Grand Lodge of Honduras
40. Grand Lodge of Idaho
41. Grand Lodge of Illinois
42. Grand Lodge of India
43. Grand Lodge of Indiana
44. Grand Lodge of Iowa
45. Grand Lodge of Iran
46. Grand Lodge of Ireland
47. Grand Lodge of Israel
48. Grand Lodge of Italy
49. Grand Lodge of Japan
50. Grand Lodge of Kansas
51. Grand Lodge of Kentucky
52. Grand Lodge of Luxembourg
53. Grand Lodge of Louisiana
54. Grand Lodge of Maine
55. Grand Lodge of Manitoba
56. Grand Lodge of Maryland
57. Grand Lodge of Massachusetts
58. Grand Lodge of Mato Groso
59. Grand Lodge of Mexico (York)
60. Grand Lodge of Michigan
61. Grand Lodge of Minas Gerais (Brazil)
62. Grand Lodge of Minnesota
63. Grand Lodge of Mississippi
64. Grand Lodge of Missouri
65. Grand Lodge of Montana
66. Grand Lodge of Nebraska
67. Grand Lodge of Netherlands
68. Grand Lodge of Nevada
69. Grand Lodge of New Brunswick
70. Grand Lodge of New Hamsphire
71. Grand Lodge of New Jersey
72. Grand Lodge of New South Wales
73. Grand Lodge of New York
74. Grand Lodge of New Zealand
75. Grand Lodge of Nicaragua
76. Grand Lodge of North Carolina
77. Grand Lodge of North Dakota
78. Grand Lodge of Norway
79. Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia
80. Grand Lodge of Nuevo Leon
81. Grand Lodge of Ohio
82. Grand Lodge of Oklahoma
83. Grand Lodge of Oregon
84. Grand Lodge of Panama

85. Grand Lodge of Paraiba (Brazil)
86. Grand Lodge of Paraguay
87. Grand Lodge of Peru
88. Grand Lodge of Prince Edward Island
89. Grand Lodge of Puerto Rico
90. Grand Lodge of Quebec
91. Grand Lodge of Queensland
92. Grand Lodge of Rhode Island
93. Grand Lodge of Rio Grande Do Sul
94. Grand Lodge of Romania
95. Grand Lodge of Russia
96. Grand Lodge of Sta. Catarina
97. Grand Lodge of Sao Paulo, Brazil
98. Grand Lodge of Saskatchewan
99. Grand Lodge of Scotland
100. Grand Lodge of South Australia
101. Grand Lodge of Southern Africa
102. Grand Lodge of South Carolina
103. Grand Lodge of South Dakota
104. Grand Lodge of Spain
105. Grand Lodge Alpina of Switzerland
106. Grand Lodge of Tasmania
107. Grand Lodge of Tennessee
108. Grand Lodge of Texas
109. Grand Lodge of Turkey
110. Grand Lodge of Uruguay
111. Grand Lodge of Utah
112. Grand Lodge of Venezuela
113. Grand Lodge of Vermont
114. Grand Lodge of Victoria
115. Grand Lodge of Virginia
116. Grand Lodge of Washington
117. Grand Lodge of West Virginia
118. Grand Lodge of Wisconsin
119. Grand Lodge of Western Australia
120. Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania
121. Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Washington
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by Rufino R. Z. San Juan IV(347)

House Bill No. 10955, which seeks to declare December 19 of every 
year as a “National Masonic Day,” was unanimously approved 
on Third Reading by the House of Representatives on 19 Novem-
ber 2024 and transmitted to the Senate on 21 November 2024. 
 
HB 10955 declares December 19 as a special working holiday, referred to as “Na-
tional Masonic Day,” “to commemorate the establishment of The Most Wor-
shipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the Philippines on De-
cember 19, 1912, in Manila, and to continuously inspire and instill a sense of 
charity and nationalism for the rich and noble history of the Filipino nation.” 
 
The Grand Lodge of the Philippines (GLP), under the jurisdiction of the Most 
Worshipful Grand Lodge of California, was formed on 19 December 1912. It 
originally consisted of Manila Lodge No. 342, Cavite Lodge No. 350, and Cor-
regidor Lodge No. 386. MW Henry Eugene Stafford was its f irst Grand Mas-
ter. Today, the GLP has 27,000 members in 503 Masonic Lodges nationwide. 
 
Principal authors of the bill include Rep. Romeo S. Momo Sr., Rep. Johnny Ty 
Pimentel (both past Grand Masters), Rep. Alfred Delos Santos, Rep. Fernando 
Cabredo, Rep. Rommel Angara, Rep. Alfredo Marañon III, Rep. Dan Fernandez, 
and Rep. Lordan Suan. Rep. Edward Vera Perez Maceda (4th District, Manila), 
Chairman of the Committee on Revision of Laws, described Masonry as teaching 
“universal morality,” promoting charity, benevolence, morality, and support for 
government. He highlighted its role in building a better, happier, and wiser world. 
 
Rep. Delos Santos emphasized Freemasonry’s dedication to nation-building and 
charity, stating: “Freemasonry’s principles of brotherly love, relief, and truth have 
shaped our nation in ways that deserve our highest respect and remembrance.” 
 
HB 10955 recognizes GLP’s contributions as a non-profit tirelessly serving Fili-
pino communities.
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At first glance, Freemasonry, our 
ancient fraternal organization, and 
the seemingly whimsical hobby of 
toy collecting appear to be worlds 
apart. One is steeped in ritual, symbol-
ism, and history, while the other often 
evokes nostalgia and playfulness. Yet 
beneath their surface differences lies 
a fascinating parallel—both Freema-
sonry and toy collecting serve as frame-
works for personal growth, community 
bonding, and the pursuit of meaning. 
 
The Foundations of Freemasonry 
One of the origin stories of the Craft 
traces its roots to the stonemason 
guilds of the Middle Ages. Over time, 
it evolved into a global fraternity em-
phasizing moral and spiritual devel-
opment. Central to its teachings are 

allegories and symbols, such as the 
square and compasses, which guide us 
in our quest for self-improvement and 
enlightenment. Our rituals and sym-
bols offer a layered approach to under-
standing life’s mysteries, encouraging 
members to reflect on values such as 
integrity, charity, and brotherhood.
 
THE WORLD OF TOY COLLECTING
 
Toy collecting, on the other hand, 
might seem a far cry from such sol-
emn pursuits. Collectors amass ac-
tion figures, toy cars, statues, robots, 
and other playthings, often driven 
by nostalgia or a passion for pre-
serving cultural artifacts. However, 
toy collecting is more than just ac-
quiring objects—it’s a journey into 

The Craft & Toy Collection
by VW Ali C. Espina - Past Grand Historian, Lego, Batman & Car Diecast collector
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“Part of 
collecting is 
waiting.”

-Dave Bautista
Hollywood Actor, Wrestler & Lunch Box collector
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memory, creativity, and identity. 
Many collectors delve deep into the 
history and craftsmanship of their 
toys, exploring the stories behind 
their creation. This immersion fos-
ters a sense of connection—not just 
to the objects themselves but also 
to the broader community of en-
thusiasts who share their passion. 
 
Parallel Structures and Symbolism 
One of the most striking parallels 
between Freemasonry and toy col-
lecting is their shared use of symbols 
and storytelling. In Freemasonry, 
symbols like the trowel, plumb line, 
and level are imbued with profound 
meanings, serving as tools for reflec-
tion and moral instruction. Simi-
larly, toys often symbolize cultural 
and historical moments. A vintage 
G.I. Joe action f igure might evoke 
ideals of heroism, while Japanese 
robots can reflect societal changes. 
 
Both practices also involve story-
telling as a means of creating mean-
ing. Freemasons recount allegories 
to convey lessons about life, while 
toy collectors often attach personal 
or cultural narratives to their col-
lections. Each approach transforms 
physical objects into vessels of mean-
ing and memory.

THE MASONIC TOY COLLECTOR 
COMMUNITY
 
Among the many clubs or allied or-
ganizations of the Grand Lodge of 

the Philippines is the Facebook chat 
group Koleksyong Pambata ng mga 
Kuyang (KPK). It includes not only 
GLP Masons but also Filipino Ma-
sons from other jurisdictions, such as 
those in the U.S. and Canada. While 
the group’s foundation is rooted in 
the Craft, conversations often re-
volve around the love and nostalgia 
for toys, whether these were cher-
ished or missed during childhood. 
 
VW Gene Illenberger (379), GSc, 
and the current Cable Tow Editor-in-
Chief, fondly recalls spending Satur-
day afternoons of his childhood watch-
ing G.I. Joe at his grandfather's house 
next door. Inspired by the catalogs 
printed on every G.I. Joe cardback, he 
became determined to figure out how 
to collect more action figures. Guided 
by the mantra "Knowing is half the 
battle," he came up with a clever plan: 
save his lunch money. By going on a 
diet three times a week, he managed 
to save enough to grow his collection. 
Years later, discovering eBay rekindled 
his passion and propelled him into the 
world of serious Joe collecting.
 
VW Joseph Harold Santiago (48), 
GH - our past Cable Tow EIC collects 
anything about the Lord of The Rings. 
His fascination with the works of J.R.R. 
Tolkien started back in 1994 during his 
college days. An avid reader, his collec-
tion started with LotR books, later ex-
panding into posters, cards, maps, toys, 
and other related memorabilia. Col-
lecting mathoms from Middle-Earth 
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is his way of dealing with the rough 
and rugged pathways of human life. 

VW Paulo de Leon (282) is an avid 
collector of toys, robots, statues, and 
more. He finds joy, fulfillment, and a 
sense of connection in his collection. 
 
VW Stevenson Ang (59), PDGL, 
collects Japanese robots and 
other Japanese items, drawn by 
their craftsmanship and artistry. 
 
VW Giovanni Falague (26), PDGL, 
specializes in military vehicle minia-
ture models. An award-winning dio-
rama modeler, his works have been fea-
tured in international magazines such 
as Scale Military Model International. 
 
Bro. Ali Espina (59) (yours tru-
ly) collects Lego, Batman figures, 
and diecast cars. These represent 
the first gifts my father gave me as a 
child, making them deeply personal. 
 
These are just a few examples of the 
varied collections of our brethren. 
KPK currently has only 55 mem-
bers, but it reflects the diverse inter-
ests and passions of its community. 
 
THE PURSUIT OF MEANING
 
At their core, both Freemasonry and 
toy collecting are driven by a quest for 
meaning. For Freemasons, this quest is 
spiritual and philosophical, rooted in 
the exploration of universal truths and 
personal ethics. Toy collectors, too, are 

seekers of meaning, albeit in a different 
way. Through their collections, they 
preserve pieces of history, celebrate 
creativity, and relive cherished memo-
ries. A toy collection serves as a tan-
gible archive of a collector’s journey, 
reflecting their values, interests, and 
personal stories.

A SHARED JOURNEY 

Despite their differences, Freema-
sonry and toy collecting share pro-
found commonalities: they both 
offer paths to self-discovery and ful-
fillment. Whether through the so-
lemnity of Masonic rituals or the 
joy of finding a rare toy, participants 
in both worlds connect with them-
selves, their communities, and the 
broader tapestry of human experience. 
 
Both practices also encourage a balance 
of tradition and innovation. Freema-
sonry’s age-old rituals are continu-
ally reinterpreted by new generations, 
while toy collecting bridges the past 
and present, honoring vintage treasures 
while embracing modern creations. 
Freemasonry and toy collecting may 
seem like unlikely companions, but 
their parallels reveal much about hu-
man nature. Both tap into the universal 
desire for connection, storytelling, and 
meaning-making. They remind us that 
whether through ancient rites or child-
hood artifacts, we are all on a journey of 
exploration and expression. And in that 
journey, we find not only ourselves but 
also a community of fellow travelers.
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A few Masonic Education materials in the Philippines claim that there is a his-
torical connection between Masonry and the Huguenots. Such a claim cannot 
be found in the authentic historical documents and reliable academic research 
materials discussing both movements. Whatever connection that could be as-
sumed may have come from the broader context of religious tolerance, intellec-
tual movements, Enlightenment philosophy, and possibly even migration pat-
terns in Europe. This short paper seeks to find and reveal substantive support, if 
any, to the Masonic-Huguenot assertion, and attempts to present a structured, 
evidence-based approach to its analysis by evaluating historical facts and coun-
tering any misinformation in a scholarly manner.

BACKGROUNDER

There has been a strong and recurring insistence coming from some Masonic 
Education lecturers in the Philippines claiming that the roots of Masonry can 
be traced to the Huguenots, denying the widely accepted transition theory of 
almost all Masonic scholars and historians that Masonry developed from early 
stonemasons’ guilds. This assertion linking Freemasonry to the Huguenots is 
occasionally included in officially sanctioned Masonic History classes, serving 
as a precursor to other radical ideas and agendas that fall beyond the traditional 
scope of Masonic Education. It therefore becomes incumbent upon true Ma-
sonic scholars to address this Masonic-Huguenot assertion in the hope of find-
ing out whether there is any truth to the claim.

A SHORT DESCRIPTION OF THE HUGUENOTS

The Huguenots were French Protestants in France who were persecuted for their 
faith, especially after the revocation of the Edict of Nantes in 1685, which had 
previously granted them a degree of religious freedom in Catholic France. They 
fled to various parts of Europe in the late 17th and early 18th centuries, particu-
larly to Protestant-friendly countries such as England, the Netherlands, where 
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they reconstructed their, churches, 
and livelihoods. As Janine Garrisson 
notes in “A History of the Huguenots,” 
these communities were characterized 
by strong religious solidarity and a fo-
cus on preserving their Calvinist faith 
in a foreign land.

Given this focus on religious sur-
vival, there is no historical evidence 
to suggest that the Huguenot insti-
tutions formed any formal alliance 
with Masonry. The two movements 
had different aims – Masonry being 
a philosophical fraternity, while the 
Huguenots were primarily concerned 
with the preservation of their Protes-
tant identity.

A SHORT DESCRIPTION OF MASONRY

Masonry, as it is understood today, 
emerged in the early 18th century as a 
movement that embraced Enlighten-
ment ideals, including religious toler-
ance, reason, and fraternity. Though 
it has roots in medieval stonemason 
guilds – as already collectively agreed 
by almost all Masonic scholars and 
historians –modern Masonry devel-
oped as a fraternal and philosophical 
society. Its modern institutional roots 
can be traced to the formation of the 
Grand Lodge of London in 1717, 
which marked the shift from “opera-
tive” stonemason guilds to “specula-
tive” Masonry. The speculative aspect 
centered on ethical and moral better-
ment. Though it appealed to individu-
als of diverse religious backgrounds, its 

institutional foundation was not tied 
to any specific religious or national 
group.

David Stevenson, in “The Origins of 
Masonry: Scotland’s Century, 1590–
1710,” highlights the philosophical 
and esoteric evolution of Masonry, 
which drew from Renaissance hu-
manism and Enlightenment ideals. 
Masonry’s founding documents, such 
as James Anderson’s Constitutions 
(1723), make no mention of any spe-
cial influence from the Huguenots. 
Rather, they emphasize the princi-
ples of Brotherly Love, Relief, and 
Truth – values that were widespread 
in Enlightenment thought. While Ma-
sonry became a forum for intellectual 
exchange and religious tolerance, its 
origins are firmly rooted in the socio-
political context of Enlightenment 
England and Scotland, with no direct 
or institutional link to the Huguenots. 

THE POSSIBLE CONNECTION

Masonry, with its emphasis on toler-
ance and brotherhood, likely appealed 
to intellectual Huguenots who valued 
religious freedom. While it is possible 
that individual Huguenots may have 
joined Masonic lodges to foster intel-
lectual and social connections in their 
new host countries, this does not im-
ply any formal or institutional con-
nection between the two groups. Ma-
sonry, particularly in England and the 
Netherlands, attracted members from 
various religious and intellectual back-
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grounds, including Protestants, Cath-
olics, and Deists. Huguenots who 
joined Masonry did so as individuals, 
not as representatives of their religious 
or cultural community.

Margaret C. Jacob, in “The Radical 
Enlightenment: Pantheists, Masons, 
and Republicans,” points out that Ma-
sonry during the Enlightenment at-
tracted individuals interested in scien-
tific inquiry, philosophy, and religious 
tolerance. For educated Huguenots, 
joining a Masonic lodge may have pro-
vided a venue for intellectual engage-
ment, but this was a personal choice 
rather than an institutional affiliation.

This distinction is crucial: the pres-
ence of individual Huguenots in Ma-
sonry does not suggest that Masonry 
was influenced by Huguenot religious 
or cultural movements. Masonry was 
a broad, inclusive institution that wel-
comed many kinds of people, making 
individual participation an entirely 
separate issue from institutional influ-
ence.

THE POSSIBLE CAUSE OF THE CONFUSION

The myth of a formal Masonic-
Huguenot connection appears to 
have emerged from the conflation of 
shared values such as religious toler-
ance and intellectual freedom. How-
ever, these values were not unique to 
either group, as they were central to 
the broader Enlightenment move-
ment that swept across Europe in 

the 17th and 18th centuries.

Claims of a Masonic-Huguenot con-
nection often stem from speculative or 
unreliable sources that fail to provide 
documentary evidence of such a rela-
tionship. For example, many pseudo-
historical accounts exaggerate the role 
of Huguenots in Masonry without 
citing primary sources or offering cred-
ible academic support.

By critically examining these sources, 
it becomes evident that such claims are 
based on weak historical foundations. 
Proper historical methodology, which 
relies on primary documents and 
scholarly analysis, refutes the idea that 
Masonry evolved from or was signifi-
cantly influenced by the Huguenots.

CONCLUSION

While there is no direct or institutional 
connection between Masonry and the 
Huguenots, both shared an intellec-
tual and philosophical environment in 
which religious tolerance and Enlight-
enment values were prominent, and 
individual Huguenots may have been 
attracted to Masonry’s ideals. While 
individual Huguenots may have par-
ticipated in Masonry, this was a matter 
of personal choice, not indicative of an 
alliance or influence between the two 
groups. Masonry’s origins lie in the 
socio-political context of Enlighten-
ment England, while the Huguenots 
were a religious group focused on the 
preservation of their Protestant iden-
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tity in the face of persecution. The 
myth of a Masonic-Huguenot connec-
tion, therefore, lacks scholarly founda-
tion and should be stopped from be-
ing taught in local Masonic Education 
classes and courses.

RECOMMENDATION

When faced with an argument with 
a fellow Mason who had been indoc-
trinated in past Masonic Education 
classes on the Masonic-Huguenot 
assertion, one requires a clear, struc-
tured, and academic approach, using 
historical evidence and critical analysis 
to refute any formal or institutional 
connection between Masonry and the 
Huguenots. Here is how you can sys-
tematically refute such claims:

Remind them of the well-established 
official history of Masonry, that it is an 
organized fraternity whose origins and 
development can be traced back to the 
formation of the Grand Lodge of Lon-
don in 1717. Highlight that its tradi-
tional foundations prior to the Grand 
Lodge are based on the accepted tran-
sition theory, evolving from medieval 
stonemasons’ guilds into the fraternal 
lodges during the Enlightenment era. 
Its core values – Brotherly Love, Relief, 
and Truth – are not linked to any re-
ligious movement yet are broadly hu-
manistic. You may cite reliable sources 
such as primary historical documents 
and the works of reputable Masonic 
historians (e.g., Arturo De Hoyos, 
Robert Cooper, David Stevenson, 

etc.) who have researched Masonry’s 
formation and development.

Educate them a little on Huguenot 
history, persecution, and migration. 
Explain that they were French Protes-
tants who were persecuted in France 
and migrated to Protestant-friendly 
countries like England, the Nether-
lands, and Prussia. They were part of 
the broader European intellectual and 
Protestant movements at the time, 
and there is no evidence that they had 
any formal institutional ties to Ma-
sonry. Mention historical studies on 
the Huguenots by scholars like Janine 
Garrisson and Geoffrey Treasure who 
emphasize that their focus was on re-
building their communities in exile, 
often within Protestant networks, 
rather than joining esoteric or philo-
sophical societies like Masonry.

Acknowledge that some Huguenots, 
as individuals, may have joined Ma-
sonic lodges because of shared intel-
lectual and Enlightenment values. 
Distinguish the difference between 
individual and institutional participa-
tion, stressing that individual Hugue-
nots participating in Masonry does 
not imply any sort of connection be-
tween the two whatsoever. Masonry 
did not evolve from Huguenot Protes-
tantism, neither was it shaped by the 
religious struggles of the Huguenots. 
Both groups may have valued reason, 
intellectual freedom, and religious tol-
erance, but this does not imply formal 
collaboration. Expose the misinfor-
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mation using evidence-based logic. 
Identify and critically examine specific 
claims, where they come from, and 
whether they originated from unprov-
en or unreliable sources. Reveal their 
weak or speculative sources, critically 
evaluating them for their lack academ-
ic rigor. More importantly, stress the 
importance of using primary Masonic 
texts, such as Anderson’s Constitu-
tions (1723), that made no mention of 
the Huguenots as having any special 
role in the founding or development 
of Masonry. If indeed the Huguenots 
played any part, there would be re-
cords to be found in Masonic archives. 
Unfortunately, there are none. Even 
Margaret C. Jacob’s work shows that 
Masonry drew from Enlightenment 
and esoteric traditions, while Hugue-
nots were a religious group with to-
tally different goals.

Trace the origins of the misinforma-
tion and the hidden motives behind 
its propaganda. Find out how and 
when the myth of a Masonic-Hugue-
not connection arose and who is try-
ing hard to sell it. Often, such myths 
emerge in pseudo-historical works or 
are propagated by individuals seeking 
to align Masonry with certain religious 
or political ideas and agendas. It is easy 
to spot someone deliberately promot-
ing a radical idea. They use terms and 
phraseologies unique to their own, of-
ten incorporating conspiracy theories 
or anti-government sentiments. Be 
careful who you listen to.
We must encourage critical thinking 

among us Masons. We must rely solely 
on credible historical materials rather 
than speculation or mythmaking, urg-
ing readers or listeners to be discerning 
and alert. Fake news is all around. By 
systematically debunking such false-
hoods with well-sourced historical 
evidence, we can effectively avert their 
spread using logical, methodological, 
and scholarly approaches.
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THE CHRISTMAS PARTY THE CHRISTMAS PARTY 
CONUNDRUM: MASONIC LODGES, CONUNDRUM: MASONIC LODGES, 

NON-SECTARIANISM AND NON-SECTARIANISM AND 
HOLIDAY CELEBRATIONSHOLIDAY CELEBRATIONS

by VW Rommel S.J. Corral (147)by VW Rommel S.J. Corral (147)

Freemasonry is an organization com-
mitted to universalism, with its guid-
ing tenets—brotherly love, relief, 
and truth—designed to transcend 
religious, political, and cultural differ-
ences. These principles promote unity 
among individuals of various back-
grounds, all sharing a common moral 
code. Many Masonic lodges explic-
itly state their non-sectarian nature, 
emphasizing that Freemasons should 
avoid religious or political discussions 
in the lodge. This ensures membership 
is open to people of different faiths 
and beliefs. However, the celebra-
tion of Christmas by many Masonic 
lodges presents an intriguing ques-
tion: how can an organization focused 
on inclusivity justify celebrating a 
holiday with strong Christian origins? 
 
FREEMASONRY AND RELIGIOUS NEUTRALITY

Freemasonry’s origins trace back to 

medieval stonemason guilds, but it was 
during the Enlightenment period that 
it became an established fraternal order 
focused on moral improvement. Cen-
tral to Masonic philosophy is the idea 
of tolerance, particularly in matters 
of religion. The fraternity welcomes 
members of various faiths—Chris-
tians, Jews, Muslims, and others—as 
long as they believe in a Supreme Being. 
 
The formation of Grand Lodges in 
the 18th century codified these prin-
ciples, creating a space where personal 
religious beliefs could be respected 
without disrupting the unity of the 
lodge. Freemasonry encouraged mem-
bers to interpret its teachings in a way 
that aligned with their personal reli-
gious convictions. This inclusivity was 
meant to ensure that the lodge was a 
space for mutual respect and broth-
erhood, free from religious conflict. 
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While Freemasonry stresses religious 
neutrality, it is not entirely devoid of 
religious influence. The use of biblical 
references, adoption of certain ritu-
als, and emphasis on moral teachings 
have contributed to the perception of 
Freemasonry as a spiritually inclined 
society. However, the fraternity’s de-
liberate neutrality on religious matters 
remains one of its defining features, al-
lowing it to serve as a social and chari-
table organization for individuals of all 
religious backgrounds.

CHRISTMAS: A CULTURAL AND RELIGIOUS 
PHENOMENON 

Christmas, as celebrated in Western 
societies, is rooted in Christianity. The 
holiday commemorates the birth of 
Jesus Christ and is intertwined with 
Christian liturgical traditions. Yet, over 
the centuries, Christmas has become a 
secular holiday, characterized by cus-
toms such as gift-giving, feasting, and 
community gatherings. These secular 
aspects of Christmas have contributed 
to its widespread adoption by people 
of various religious backgrounds. For 
many, Christmas represents a time for 
goodwill, family, and celebration rath-
er than a strictly religious observance. 
 
This secularization of Christmas pre-
sents a challenge for organizations 
like Freemasonry. While the religious 
significance of Christmas is evident, 
the broader cultural meaning of the 
holiday has made it universally cel-
ebrated. Many see Christmas as an 

opportunity to foster community, 
charity, and goodwill—values closely 
aligned with Freemasonry’s principles. 
Masonic Lodges and Christmas Parties 
Many Masonic lodges around the 
world celebrate Christmas with holi-
day parties, charitable events, and fes-
tive gatherings. These events, often 
featuring meals, music, and gift-giv-
ing, reflect the broader social norms 
surrounding Christmas festivities. 
Masonic Christmas parties tend to fo-
cus on fellowship and charity, aligning 
with the core values of Freemasonry. 
These events often raise funds for lo-
cal communities or gather gifts for 
the less fortunate, reflecting the Ma-
sonic commitment to philanthropy. 
 
Despite Freemasonry’s non-sectarian 
principles, these celebrations are often 
organized around a holiday that has 
Christian origins. This raises ques-
tions about whether such events in-
advertently prioritize Christianity. 
Are these celebrations in conflict with 
Freemasonry’s inclusive ideals, or can 
they be understood as secular expres-
sions of goodwill and fellowship? 
 
In many instances, Masonic lodges 
specifically avoid religious elements 
in their celebrations, focusing instead 
on the secular, charitable, and social 
aspects of the holiday. For example, 
Masonic lodges may host “holiday” 
parties that include festive food, mu-
sic, and gifts, but they typically avoid 
religious symbols, prayers, or refer-
ences to the birth of Jesus. This al-
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lows the lodge to celebrate the spirit 
of the season while remaining neutral 
on religious matters. Some lodges 
also hold multi-faith events or inter-
faith charitable initiatives during the 
holiday season, embracing diversity 
and ensuring that members from all 
religious backgrounds feel included. 
 
NON-SECTARIANISM AND ITS CHALLENGES

The celebration of Christmas, with 
its religious origins, presents chal-
lenges to Freemasonry’s commitment 
to non-sectarianism. Christmas is 
a deeply religious holiday, and even 
its secular celebration carries some 
religious connotations. By hosting 
Christmas parties, Masonic lodges 
risk reinforcing the Christian sym-
bolism of the holiday, even if they 
frame the event as secular or inclusive. 
 
However, it is important to note that 
Freemasonry’s commitment to inclu-
sivity is not just about avoiding reli-
gious symbolism. It is about fostering 
a community where individuals coex-
ist with respect for each other’s dif-
ferences. Christmas celebrations, in 
this context, offer an opportunity to 
unite members in the spirit of char-
ity, kindness, and goodwill—values 
that transcend religious divides. The 
charitable focus of these events aligns 
well with Freemasonry’s principle of 
"relief," which encourages members 
to serve others, regardless of faith. 
 
Reconciling Tradition and Inclusivity 

Masonic lodges’ celebration of Christ-
mas parties represents a complex nego-
tiation between cultural tradition and 
the inclusive values of Freemasonry. 
These celebrations reflect society’s 
broader view of Christmas as a secular 
holiday focused on generosity, com-
munity, and joy. In this context, Ma-
sonic lodges can celebrate Christmas 
in a way that aligns with the frater-
nity’s commitment to charity, fellow-
ship, and goodwill, while respecting 
the diversity of their membership. 
 
Ultimately, Masonic lodges approach 
the Christmas celebration with a nu-
anced understanding of their non-
sectarian principles. By emphasizing 
the secular and charitable aspects of 
the holiday, and avoiding overt re-
ligious elements, they can offer a 
celebration that includes members 
from all faiths while participating 
in a longstanding cultural tradition. 
This approach allows Freemasonry 
to maintain its identity as a non-sec-
tarian organization while fostering 
a sense of community and broth-
erhood during the holiday season. 
 
Through these efforts, Masonic lodges 
have found a way to embrace Christ-
mas without compromising their 
foundational principles of inclusivity. 
By focusing on the secular and charita-
ble aspects of the holiday, Freemason-
ry can continue to celebrate the spirit 
of Christmas while promoting unity 
among its members, regardless of their 
individual religious beliefs.
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By VW Albert Dumlao (46)

Here in the Philippines, being a predomi-
nantly Christian nation, Christmas has always 
been considered a major holiday, celebrated 
like no other anywhere else in the world. 
Friends, families, corporate offices, and even 
government agencies commemorate Christ-
mas as that time of year to share and spread joy 
and blessings. The Grand Lodge of the Philip-
pines is no exception. Every year, lodges would 
organize Christmas parties, while Grand Mas-
ters would share their holiday greetings to the 
brethren, filled with messages of peace and 
goodwill. While Christmas is not exactly a 
Masonic holiday, local Masons do actively take 
part in the celebration, in one with their fellow 
Filipinos and Christian brothers.

There is, however, one distinct Masonic order 
that considers Christmas part of its Masonic 
tradition and customs. That order is the Val-
iant and Magnanimous Order of the Temple, 
better known as the York Rite Commandery 
of Knights Templar.

The Masonic Knights Templar draws inspi-
ration from explicitly Christian traditions. 
Every year, it commemorates three major 
observances, i.e., Eastertide, Ascensiontide, 
and Christmastide, although said observanc-
es only began to be commemorated locally 
last 2020, when the pandemic only afforded 
online meetings of members. It was during 
these online meetings when it was decided to 
revive these observances, and it has been in 
practice ever since. Today, Commanderies of 
Knights Templar have already been conduct-

ing these observances face-to-face.

Using a virtual ceremony developed by Bro. 
Joey Villegas, the first Christmastide obser-
vance in the Philippines was conducted online 
by Luzon Commandery No. 9 on Decem-
ber 18, 2020, followed shortly by TM Kalaw 
Commandery No. 5. Since then, more Com-
manderies have commemorated Christmas-
tide annually during the holiday season.

Although Christmastide and the two other 
annual observances are commemorated pri-
marily as a way of keeping alive old Templar 
traditions, they are not restricted or tied to any 
particular Christian denomination. They are 
also not meant to be substitutes for church 
activities. In fact, these observances inspire 
members to be active in their congregations, 
underscoring that Masonry is neither anti-
religious nor anti-church. It is even generally 
encouraged to invite members of clergy, of 
whatever denomination, to deliver inspira-
tional talks during such observances, provided 
they do so without any negative opinion on 
Masonry.

It is important to remember that Christmas 
has already become a worldwide holiday, of 
whatever religion or faith. It is only fitting that 
Masons also embrace this holiday as a celebra-
tion of universal fellowship, reflecting on the 
birth of the greatest of teachers who taught 
us peace, compassion, and love – virtues that 
bind humanity beyond all borders, in the spir-
it of true brotherhood.

Merry Christmas to everyone.
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Grand Lodge 
Recognition 
and Regularity
When we attend the ANCOM, we see for-
eign masonic dignitaries with their distinc-
tive regalia being received during the opening 
ceremonies of the said event. From time to 
time, we might find a foreigner brother or a 
balikbayan Mason visit our lodge. We also find 
brethren belonging to our Grand Lodge visit 
lodges overseas. Some of us might also become 
members of lodges in other countries. Lo-
cally, we can visit Lodge Perla de Oriente No. 
1032, S.C. and even Mabuhay Lodge No. 59, 
a Prince Hall Lodge. On the other hand, our 
Grand Lodge forbids us to have masonic in-
tercourse or memberships in groups it deemed 
as clandestine masonic organizations. These 
instances are all governed by the system and 
concept of Grand Lodge Recognition and 
Regularity. In theory, every Grand Lodge 
considers itself to be “regular” as a prerequi-
site of its existence. Regularity refers to the 
adherence to established principles, rituals, 
and landmarks that define a legitimate Ma-
sonic Grand Lodge. This ensures that a Grand 
Lodge operates within the traditional frame-
work of Freemasonry, maintaining its histori-
cal and philosophical integrity. However, this 
self-appointed status needs to be validated by 
other regular Grand Lodges. They have a set 
of criteria that explicitly state the required 
conditions that must be complied with for a 
certain Grand Lodge to be classified as “regu-
lar.” Once these are met, then the said Grand 
Lodge is granted “recognition.” 

When mutual recognition is attained, the Grand 
Lodges are said to be in "amity" which means 
friendly relations. It is a term usually applied to 
friendship among nations. Recognition includes 
establishing and preserving fraternal relations 
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The Morgan 
Affair and the 
1843 Baltimore 
Convention
The 1826 Morgan Affair in 
the United States of America 
(USA) triggered the massive 
Anti-Masonic Movement and 
almost obliterated American 
Freemasonry. It was only in 
the 1840s that our Fraternity 
started to recover from this ter-
rible episode in our Masonic 
History. The 1843 Baltimore 
Convention was called to re-
organize the Craft and formu-
lated many practices unique 
in American Freemasonry 
that we inherited in the Grand 
Lodge of the Philippines.

Following the Revolutionary War 
of Independence (1775-1783) and 
the birth of the American republic, 
Freemasonry flourished throughout 
that country. American men pursued 
membership in our august fraternity 
that produced their founding fathers 
and leaders like George Washington, 
Benjamin Franklin, Paul Revere, John 
Hancock, and many others. Most 
Freemasons at that time were commu-
nity leaders, prominent businessmen, 
high ranking military officers, clergy, 
and some high ranking Federal and 
State officials. For the most part, com-
munities witnessed Freemasons con-
ducting public masonic ceremonies 
like cornerstone laying, masonic fu-
nerals and parades. Most families had 
at least a relative who was a Mason. 
Despite the general public’s exposure 
to our activities, there were, in some 
quarters, apprehensive speculations 
about the secretive nature, power and 
motives of our fraternity. By 1825, 
prominent Masons include Governor 
DeWitt Clinton and Chief Justice 
John Marshall of the Supreme Court. 
They were Past Grand Masters of New 
York and Virginia, respectively. 
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The passing of the last of the Ameri-
can Founding Fathers like John Adams 
and Thomas Jefferson in 1826 her-
alded a new era in the United States. 
The previous period of the American 
Revolution and subsequent organiza-
tion of a constitution-based federal 
republic were secular by nature and 
with emphasis 
on the separation 
of Church and 
State. However, 
this subsequent 
p r e - I n d u s t r i a l 
Age and Western 
Expansion era 
was characterized 
by sluggish agri-
cultural economy 
and advance-
ment of religious 
interests within 
the framework of 
American poli-
tics. Sensational 
journalism was 
prevalent and 
Freemasonry was 
a popular topic.

The Morgan Af-
fair of 1826 took 
place in the abovementioned context. 
It was named after William Morgan, a 
brick mason born in Virginia in 1774. 
In 1824, he settled in the Batavia, New 
York. He had a reputation as someone 
down on his luck and frequents the 
local taverns. He presented himself as 
a Freemason and claimed that he be-

came one in Canada. He earned the 
confidence of a brother and vouched 
for him. Soon he became a familiar 
sight at degree works and other cer-
emonies and special events. However, 
there was no record of him being raised 
as a Master Mason nor being a mem-
ber of a lodge. It was believed that he 

eavesdropped 
so he can 
study enough 
to falsely rep-
resent himself 
as a Master 
Mason. With 
this, he was 
able to receive 
l e g i t i m a t e l y 
the Royal 
Arch degree 
from Western 
Star Chap-
ter No. 33 in 
New York. He 
also relied im-
mensely on the 
masonic chari-
ties provided 
by the breth-
ren to pay for 
his debts and 
provide for his 

family. After some time, the brethren 
began to question his legitimacy as a 
Mason and began to wean themselves 
from shouldering Morgan’s debts. In-
vestigations were made among Cana-
dian Masons but none could vouch 
for Morgan nor give any credentials of 
his membership. When a new Royal 
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Arch Chapter was proposed to be es-
tablished in Batavia, Morgan signed as 
one of the charter members. Several 
Masons however doubt Morgan’s le-
gitimacy and objected to his inclusion 
as charter member. They destroyed the 
original petition and prepared a new 
one without Morgan’s name. Morgan 
was enraged at what happened, he also 
lost the masonic charity, and was not 
anymore welcome at lodge meetings. 

As a payback, Morgan planned to 
have his retaliation against Freema-
sonry and to alleviate his financial 
condition. In March 1826, he entered 
into an agreement with three others 
who became his benefactors to pub-
lish an exposure on Freemasonry. 
Word quickly spread of Morgan’s 
treachery. He was arrested for out-
standing debts. In September 1826, 
one of his outstanding debts was paid 
for by a Mason. Upon release, he was 
taken by a carriage and never seen in 
public again. Masonic accounts state 
that Morgan was taken to Canada 
with a sum of money to start a new 
life there. Anti-masonic narrative, on 
the other hand, held that Morgan was 
not turned over to the Canadians but 
that he was murdered by the Masons 
and discarded the body. Several Ma-
sons were arrested and were later con-
victed only of kidnapping and other 
light sentences as there were no bod-
ies recovered. Until today, Morgan’s 
case was never solved. William Mor-
gan’s “Illustrations of Freemasonry” 
was eventually published in 1826.

Despite the disinterestedness on this 
issue displayed by Masons occupy-
ing high government positions at that 
time, the Morgan affair created a huge 
controversy all over what was then the 
territory of the United States. The 
Anti-masonic Movement was born. 
Everyone who had an axe to grind or 
even found it to their interest, hopped-
on the bandwagon of the Morgan 
murder theory to smear Freemasonry 
in the process. These included poli-
ticians, clergy, journalists and even 
many Masons. A third political party 
arose to popularity in the USA for the 
first time, the “Anti-Masonic Party.” 
In northeastern USA, many lodges 
were broken into, vandalized with 
their charters, furniture, and records 
destroyed. 

Membership and number of lodges 
in several Grand Lodges declined con-
siderably. The Grand Lodges of Con-
necticut and Massachusetts lost nearly 
half of their lodges The Grand Lodge 
of New York once had 480 Masonic 
Lodges and sadly went down to only 
49 by 1835.  Others had worse, the 
Grand Lodge of Maine lost nearly all 
its lodges, the Grand Lodge of Mary-
land was down to only one lodge. In 
New Hampshire, Rhode Island and 
Vermont, Masonry practically disap-
peared. In the south, the Grand Lodge 
of Alabama felt the effects of the Mor-
gan Affair as a third of its lodges sur-
rendered their charters.

The ambiance in the Lodges during 
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those trying times was depressing. Ma-
sons and their families were persecut-
ed in public. Anti-masons performed 
mock masonic rituals in public and 
made available our complete rituals, 
words, grips, and signs to non-masons. 
Because of these, Lodges had to turn 
away legitimate masonic visitors for 
fear that they might be impostors for 
they could not determine their regular-
ity. Many great ritualists were also lost 
as they forgot the rituals or had died of 
old age. The anti-masonic movement 
began to subside in the 1840s and by 
1845, it had vanished. Coinciding 
with this is the recovery of American 
Freemasonry. 

As early as December 1839, the Grand 
Lodge of Alabama sent out invitation 
to other American Grand Lodges to 
meet in Washington DC on 7 March 
1842 to reorganize the craft. It was 
generally unproductive as representa-
tives of only ten Grand Lodges were 
present in this event. It was deter-
mined that each Grand Lodge should 
send a Grand Lecturer or someone 
well versed in Masonic Ritual as a rep-
resentative of their Grand Lodge to 
meet the following year, in Baltimore, 
Maryland.

The Baltimore Convention of 1843 
was held on the 8th until the 17th of 
May. There were sixteen Grand Lodge 
who sent their representatives. The 
two objectives declared by this conven-
tion were “to produce uniformity of 
Masonic work” and “to recommend 

such measures as shall tend to the el-
evation of this Order due degree of re-
spect throughout the world at large”. 
There were four committees that 
were established: Work and Lecture 
in conferring degrees; the funeral ser-
vice; ceremonies of Consecration and 
Installation; and Masonic Jurispru-
dence. Several days were spent on the 
standardization of rituals with the Webb 
Monitor (with minor changes) adopted 
as the standard format for the degree 
work by most of the representatives.

There are several important practices 
that were established. Among them are:

•	 Conducting Lodge business  
in the Master Mason degree

•	 Acknowledging Lodge member-
ship as being reserved for Master 
Masons

•	 The use of dues cards
•	 Suspension for Non-Payment  

of Dues
•	 Payment of degree fees prior  

to conferrals
•	 Uniformity in the Degree Work 

and Modes of Recognition

There were other items discussed for 
the betterment of American Free-
masonry but were not implemented. 
The proposed Triennial conventions 
following the Baltimore Convention 
did not push through due to lack of 
attendance. 

The Morgan Affair, its aftermath and 
the 1843 Baltimore Convention sig-
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nificantly modified American Freema-
sonry. The disappearance of William 
Morgan and the actions of Masons in 
New York State produced a dark spot 
upon our august fraternity. Prior to 
these events, each lodge had its own 
unique customs and traditions. Phil-
osophical and intellectual engage-
ments were commonplace. The Mas-
ter and Wardens tailor-f it the degree 
work to enrich their meetings. There 
were also traveling Lecturers a.k.a. 
“Bright Masons” who went from 
lodge to lodge and presented in-
structions in the rituals and degree 
works. The reckless neglect of some 
Masons of their social responsibili-
ties led to the anti-masonic fervor. 
This should serve as a cautionary tale 
and even applicable currently as we 
tackle conspiracy theorists and anti-
masonry entities in mainstream as 
well as in social media.

With the adoption of several meas-
ures to ensure security, the prac-
tices in American Freemasonry be-
came different with respect to other 
regular Grand Lodges which still 
adopted the old system. These other 
regular Grand Lodges still meet in 
the 1st degree to transact business 
and include the Entered Apprentice 
Masons as members already in the 
process. They also do not issue dues 
cards and just have their lodge secre-
tary issue a certif icate of good stand-
ing. Variations in the degree work 
and modes of recognition can also 
be observed in some of them.

It is important for us to learn and 
appreciate the signif icance of the 
Morgan Affair and the Baltimore 
convention in the development of 
North American Masonry, from 
where the Grand Lodge of the Phil-
ippines derived its own masonic sys-
tem. By knowing its history and the 
incidental details related to it, we can 
begin to understand our own roots 
and how it differs from the rest of 
the masonic world.
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The Worshipful Master: 
Responsibilities and Expectations

The leader of a unique assemblage of moral 
men and brethren who believe in God, to 
work and instruct and improve themselves 
in the mysteries of the ancient science, and 
thus, strengthen themselves in character, 
morally and spiritually, is called Worshipful 
Master (WM) in Masonry. This assemblage 
applies to the congregation of warm bodies 
of Masons as well as the physical building or 
place where they hold their regular assembly 
or duly organized meeting, and is called a Ma-
sonic Lodge.

The Master is head of the Lodge and is elected 
annually by its members on the basis of his 
ample years of dedication and faithful service 
and proven skills in the rigors of labor within 
the fraternity. After years of toil in the quar-
ries of the craft advancing through the chairs, 
maintaining the “spotless purity” of his 
“apron,” the brethren of his Lodge hold him 
in high esteem and with strong sense of trust 
and confidence to lead them, so they elect 
him. No Master is chosen by his seniority but 
is elected by his merit. So it is emblazoned in 
the mind to remind every member voting in 
each yearly election of the Lodge.

The Master, it is said, is both a servant-leader 
and a paramount symbol of the highest aspi-

rations of the Lodge. Serving as Master carries 
with it not only significant honor but also 
great responsibility with a weight of the trust 
and confidence of the Lodge members in his 
ability to lead and inspire.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE MASTER:

As Worshipful Master, the following are 
probably his most important duties and re-
sponsibilities:

•	 Open, preside over meetings and close 
the Lodge, and is responsible for the 
due observance of the laws of the Lodge 
that rituals and business proceedings are 
conducted properly and with dignity. 
He causes preparation of the Minutes 
of every meeting by the lodge Secretary 
and ensures submission of same to the 
Grand Secretary.

•	 Prepare the Budget and Statement of 
Income of the Lodge at the start of his 
office and furnish its approved copy to 
the Grand Secretary. He sees to it that 
the Lodge finances, membership re-
cords, and other administrative func-
tions are appropriately managed in 
coordination with the lodge Treasurer 
and Secretary.
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•	 He is primarily responsible in seeing 
to it that the Constitution, Edicts, Or-
dinances, Rules and Regulations or 
By-Laws of the Lodge, are properly ob-
served by the members of the Lodge.

•	 Supervise the acts of all officers and 
delegates responsibilities to ensure that 
they faithfully discharge their duties 
and functions in accordance with the 
Constitution and established customs 
of the Craft.

•	 Ensures quality of membership from 
petitioners/candidates being processed 
for degrees of Masonry.

•	 The Master is the custodian of ritual 
knowledge and as such is responsible 
for maintaining the integrity and accu-
racy of Masonic rituals, in that he leads 
and oversees the Lodge in the conferral 
of degrees of Masonry in strict obser-
vance of the Grand Lodge ritual, and in 
the instruction and education of lodge 
officers and members in ritual work.

•	 Maintain unity and harmony within 
the Lodge and mediate conflict or dis-
pute whenever it occurs.

•	 Provide mentoring and guidance to 
new members as they learn and grow 
Masonically in values and principles, 
and encourage members in general to 
participate and get more involved in 
lodge activities.

•	 Represent the Lodge in Grand Lodge 
communications and inter-Lodge ac-
tivities and events, and with other or-
ganizations outside Masonry.

•	 Lead the Senior and Junior Wardens 
and Immediate Past Master in repre-
senting the Lodge in the election of the 
Junior Grand Warden during the Dis-
trict Convention, Multi-District Con-
vention and Annual Communication 
(Ancom).

EXPECTATION: THE MASTER IS MANAGER OF 
THE LODGE

The Lodge being a workplace and an organi-
zation where human endeavors and activi-
ties are regularly undertaken utilizing man, 
money and time resources to achieve desired 
goals and objectives, definitely requires man-
agement acumen. The Worshipful Master as 
leader should, as much as possible, have suf-
ficient experience in such basic management 
functions as planning, organizing, leading 
and controlling.

As a planner the Worshipful Master gathers 
information on a project he intends for the 
lodge and makes informed decisions aligned 
with the lodge’s plan. He organizes his re-
sources (lodges members), assigning tasks, 
roles and responsibilities to them. He is in a 
way a visionary who guides the lodge toward 
its growth and success.

The Master leads by influencing, inspiring 
and motivating his officers and members to 
achieve the Lodge’s goals. He plays a key role 
in resolving conflicts and maintaining the 
moral and ethical standards of his Lodge. He 
is expected to act always with fairness, impar-
tiality and wisdom to foster harmony in the 
lodge. He is a role model in the Lodge and he 
unifies and inspires the members to follow.

He is accountable to the overall performance 
of the lodge as its Worshipful Master and he 
should know how to exercise control on the 
resources of the lodge, particularly man and 
money resources. As leader of the lodge, the 
Master not only enforces discipline and order 
in the Lodge. He more importantly plays a 
crucial role of ensuring that the Lodge oper-
ates effectively, harmoniously, and in accord-
ance with Masonic principles.
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The Worshipful Master plays a two-faced per-
sonality of being a Manager of his Lodge per-
forming the critical role, like what Stephen R. 
Covey (7 Habits of Highly Effective People) 
defines, as “doing things right,” and a Leader 
as “doing the right things.” This all the more 
makes his position complex in meeting with 
the Brethren in the Lodge to expatiate on the 
mysteries of the Craft, dealing speculatively 
with the intangible and transcendental, while 
hurdling the intricacy and implications of the 
face value of the expenses and cash balances 
in the Secretary and Treasurer's financial re-
ports, or mounting collectibles from mem-
bers in the financial operation of the lodge.

Critically important, likewise, is the mem-
bers' comprehension and actual under-
standing of the meanings of the allegorical 
lines in the rituals and lectures more than 
they commit to memory with impressive 
proficiency.

THE MANAGER, THE SUPREME AUTHORITY

The position of WM as described by Al-
bert G. Mackey (The Principles of Ma-
sonic Law: A Treatise on the Constitutional 
Laws, Usages and Landmarks of Freema-
sonry), is "probably the most important 
office in the whole system of Masonry, as, 
upon the intelligence, skill, and fidelity of 
the Masters of our lodges, the entire insti-
tution is dependent for its prosperity. It is 
an office which is charged with heavy re-
sponsibilities, and, as a just consequence, 
is accompanied by the investiture of many 
important powers.”

The Lodge (Blue or Subordinate) is the basic 
unit of Masonic organization in the entire 
Grand jurisdiction. Fundamentally, every-
thing starts from here, the Worshipful Master.

The Worshipful Master is the supreme 
governing authority in the Lodge. The 
square is the proper symbol of his office 
by which Masonry instills the quality of 
virtue in the members. The gavel is his em-
blem of authority to govern with wisdom 
and fairness.

Ancient Masonic charges in his instal-
lation as Master, prescribe the different 
moral qualifications which are required 
of the position. He should not only be ir-
reproachable in his mental grit and moral 
character but have also heightened and 
expanded his intellectual skills in Masonic 
education and proficiency in the rituals 
and ceremonies in lodge work. All these 
should adequately prepare him to be able 
to give justice to the exalted office that he 
will hold and the Lodge which he will pre-
side.

As head of the Lodge, with great honor, 
authority and responsibility -- maintain-
ing utmost humility and integrity -- he 
sits in the East of the Lodge, symbolizing 
light, knowledge, and enlightenment. 
This alone with the symbolic values above 
presented, should remind one, of the nec-
essary intellectual, leadership and manage-
rial skills inherent in the position.

Whoever covets occupying the Oriental 
Chair must realize, again, that he should 
have enough experience and savvy to be in 
it. It is for him, at least, to approximate the 
haloed distinction and honor it signifies -- 
by his performance and actual deeds as a 
moral leader and good lodge manager.

But, of course, the Brethren know best 
during election.
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THE IMPORTANCE 
OF LODGE ELECTIONS: 

A Duty to Uphold Integrity and Responsibility 
in Freemasonry

by VW Rommel S.J. Corral (147)

Lodge elections are a fundamental process that shapes the future of 
Freemasonry. These elections, held periodically, provide the oppor-
tunity for members to choose individuals to serve in key leadership 
roles, such as the Worshipful Master, Senior Warden, Junior War-
den, Treasurer, Secretary, and other officers within the Lodge. The 
selection of lodge officers is not merely a procedural formality but 
an essential duty that directly influences the character, direction, and 
integrity of the Lodge. As Freemasons, the act of voting for lodge of-
ficers is one of the most significant responsibilities entrusted to the 
brethren, for it determines who will carry forth the traditions, teach-
ings, and moral obligations of the Lodge in the coming year.

THE DUTY OF THE BRETHREN  

The cornerstone of Freemasonry is the idea of moral and personal responsibility. 
Every member of the Lodge, regardless of rank or tenure, is expected to con-
tribute to the  well-being of the fraternity. This sense of responsibility is not 
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limited to ritual work or charitable en-
deavors but extends to the governance 
and leadership of the Lodge itself. By 
casting a vote in the election of offic-
ers, each brother participates in the de-
cision-making process that affects the 
day-to-day operations of the Lodge, 
its ethical standards, and its ability to 
function as a moral community. 

This election is more than a formal-
ity; it is an expression of the trust and 
confidence that members place in each 
other. The act of voting ensures that 
the leadership of the Lodge reflects the 
will of the brethren, maintaining a bal-
ance of power and preventing any one 
individual or group from dominating 
or misdirecting the Lodge’s goals and 
efforts. When done conscientiously, 
the election of officers upholds the 
Lodge’s role as a center of moral and 
personal growth, exemplifying Ma-
sonic values of integrity, fraternity, 
and equality.

CHOOSING OFFICERS OF MORAL CHARACTER 

The importance of lodge elections lies 
in selecting officers who exhibit moral 
integrity, uprightness, and a sense of 
responsibility. The individuals chosen 
to lead the Lodge must be those who 
live in accordance with the Masonic 
principles of brotherly love, relief, and 
truth. These leaders are entrusted with 
the task of ensuring that the Lodge op-
erates according to the highest stand-
ards of morality and ethical conduct. 
They must serve as role models for 

other members, guiding the Lodge 
in its charitable and social endeavors 
while also maintaining the dignity and 
honor of the Craft.

The principles of Freemasonry de-
mand that lodge officers exemplify 
virtues such as honesty, fairness, and 
humility. A Worshipful Master is 
not only expected to be a ceremonial 
leader but also a moral compass, pro-
viding counsel and guidance to fellow 
members in times of personal or ethi-
cal dilemmas. Similarly, the Treasurer 
and Secretary must demonstrate pru-
dence, transparency, and accountabil-
ity in managing the Lodge’s finances 
and records. Each officer, regardless 
of their position, must be accountable 
not only to the Lodge but to the whole 
Masonic fraternity, ensuring that the 
Lodge remains a place where ethical 
behavior is upheld.

THE ROLE OF LODGE OFFICERS IN NUR-
TURING A STRONG MASONIC COMMUNITY   

Lodge officers play a critical role in 
shaping the course of the Lodge. Their 
decisions affect the Lodge’s programs, 
charitable activities, fellowship, and 
community outreach. They also en-
sure that the Lodge remains in good 
standing with The Most Worshipful 
Grand Lodge and other Masonic ap-
pendant organizations, adhering to 
established regulations and customs. 
Therefore, the election process is of 
critical importance to the continued 
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vitality and success of the Lodge.

A well-chosen officer will actively con-
tribute to the promotion of Masonic 
teachings, encouraging new members 
to seek enlightenment while nurturing 
an environment that supports lifelong 
learning. Officers who act with moral 
integrity inspire others to do the same, 
creating a virtuous cycle that strength-
ens the moral fiber of the Lodge. The 
act of voting for such officers is not 
only a privilege but an obligation, 
ensuring that the right leaders are in 
place to guide and protect the Lodge’s 
mission, vision and goals.

THE RISKS OF NEGLECTING THE DUTY 
OF LODGE ELECTIONS  

Failing to take lodge elections seriously 
can lead to negative consequences for 
the Lodge and its members. If offic-
ers are chosen based on favoritism, 
personal alliances, or a lack of regard 
for Masonic values, the Lodge may 
suffer from poor leadership, misman-
agement, or a loss of moral direc-
tion. In extreme cases, this could lead 
to factionalism, discord among the 
brethren, or even a breakdown in the 
Lodge’s ability to fulfill its objectives.
Additionally, neglecting the duty to 
choose moral and upright leaders 
weakens the very foundation of Free-
masonry. Freemasonry’s reputation 
as a noble and ethical organization is 
built upon the integrity of its mem-
bers, and a failure to uphold this stand-
ard can lead to disillusionment among 

the brethren and a loss of respect 
within the fraternity. It is therefore 
imperative that every brother takes the 
election process seriously, casting their 
vote with discernment and in align-
ment with Masonic values.

Lodge elections are a vital expression 
of the democratic principles that forti-
fy Freemasonry. The responsibility of 
choosing moral, upright, and capable 
leaders is not only a privilege but an 
essential duty that every brother must 
fulfill. By electing officers who reflect 
the highest standards of character, re-
sponsibility, and integrity, the breth-
ren ensure that the Lodge continues 
to serve as a beacon of light, wisdom, 
and moral rectitude within the com-
munity.

In this way, lodge elections are not 
merely a matter of governance, but 
a sacred duty to uphold the ethical 
principles of Freemasonry, ensuring 
that the Lodge remains a place where 
brotherly love, relief, and truth flour-
ish. Through careful consideration 
and a shared commitment to Masonic 
ideals, the brethren play an active role 
in shaping the future of the Lodge 
and, by extension, the whole Masonic 
fraternity.
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Campaigning for Masonic positions is 
strictly prohibited in the Philippines, 
for it is believed that leadership should 
never be achieved through persuasion, 
manipulation, or personal promotion. 
In recent years, some have attempted to 
influence elections subtly – through so-
cial media posts, slogans, and even givea-
ways of trinkets and favors that hint of 
electioneering tactics. This practice can 
be seen rampant among those already as-
piring for Grand Lodge level positions. 
Some have commissioned designs of 
personal logos that use themes, image-
ries, and color schemes attributed to the 
aspirants, and disguising them through 
t-shirt designs or innocent greetings in 
the form of memes, gifs, and Viber stick-
ers. They act as a sort of retention strat-
egy or subliminal messaging that sub-
consciously promotes the aspirants and 

Election season is upon us again – a time when we pick and choose 
who our next Worshipful Master and other officers should be. It is 
that time of year when it rests upon all of us to contemplate who 
we want to lead our lodge and, by extension, how we wish it to be 
directed. Do we elect the most popular one, or the wealthiest, or the 
friendliest? Do we choose the loudest, the noisiest, or the most over-
bearing? Do we give the positions to the ones who want it so badly 
that their expressions of desire almost border on electioneering?

subtly bypassing existing prohibitions 
on electioneering.

In this regard, MW Ariel Cayanan’s 
Edict No. 369, dated September 2, 
2024, was definitely on the right track 
when it promulgated that: “It shall be 
Unmasonic Conduct for any Mason, 
directly or indirectly, to provide food, 
accommodation, entertainment, mon-
etary payments or contributions, and/or 
any other means, favors, assistance, do-
nations, benefits, or privileges to solicit 
for himself or for any other Mason, an 
elective or appointive office in the Grand 
Lodge, including, but not limited to, 
promoting or branding their candidacies 
for name recall; posting or broadcasting 
partisan communications, messages, 
photographs, and images in public and 
through social media platforms and/or 
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other electronic means; and producing 
and distributing campaign materials, 
accessories, apparel, and other simi-
lar items, such as personalized shirts, 
caps, mugs, pins, patches, stickers, and 
decals with partisan identifiers or iden-
tifying marks, subtle or otherwise, for 
the consumption of an to influence 
the electorate.”

These are all considered campaigning 
methods without necessarily asking for 
votes. They are subtle electioneering 
practices that veil personal ambition 
with external appearances and guerilla 
tactics. Admittedly, however, they could 
be difficult to control or penalize as they 
could easily be dismissed and claimed to 
be nothing more than personal brand-
ing or brotherly generosity. It therefore 
rests upon all of us to be vigilant of these 
manipulation techniques so as not to 
taint the purity and spirit of Masonic 
elections.

Thankfully, such manipulation tech-
niques are less rampant on the Lodge lev-
el. Still, we must resist and guard against 
any subtle attempts at self-promotion, 
ensuring that only the truly deserving 
are given the honor, nay the responsibil-
ity, of leadership.

WHO TO ELECT AND NOT TO ELECT

Leadership in Masonry is not solely the 
result of “going through the chairs” or 
engaging in lodge activities. While ad-
ministrative service, charitable works, 
and ritual participation reflect a Mason’s 

commitment, they do not guarantee 
a readiness to lead. As such, not every 
Mason should aspire to sit in the East. 
Forcing oneself into a role unsuited to 
his abilities or temperament can harm 
the welfare of the lodge. A brother gifted 
in organization may find his best contri-
bution in committee service; a younger 
Mason with a sharp memory may excel 
in degree conferrals. Masonic leadership, 
on the other hand, is a sacred trust that 
aligns with both ability and a willingness 
to serve, not a reward for popularity. Let 
us, therefore, avoid the mistake of elect-
ing brethren into positions where they 
may not be prepared or able to fully 
serve. 

Allow me to cite a peculiar example. It 
has been observed in some lodges that 
during election season, brethren who 
seem to possess true moral character, 
intellectual qualification, and unwaver-
ing integrity often hesitate to take on 
leadership roles, while others, eager yet 
less equipped, confidently step forward. 
Could it indeed be true that the worthy 
see themselves unworthy while the un-
worthy see themselves worthy? This re-
luctance among our more capable mem-
bers stems from self-doubt that casts a 
shadow over their abilities and worth. 
This consequently gives rise to unwar-
ranted confidence in others, leading to 
the election of those who, though will-
ing, may lack the necessary qualifications 
to guide a lodge. Our duty then is to elect 
officers who are both willing and quali-
fied. It would be unwise to entrust the 
lodge’s stewardship to those who pur-
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sue office with ambition over wisdom. 
Likewise, it would be equally unwise 
to put confidence in those who do not 
even have confidence in themselves. For 
those who are qualified but reluctant, let 
us find ways to encourage them, reassur-
ing them that the lodge is behind them 
and supports them. For those who are 
willing yet unqualified, there is a reason 
why we require candidates for Masonic 
positions to be IMES graduates and have 
passed the necessary proficiency exams.

A PARADIGM SHIFT

There is a reason why ambitious Ma-
sons aspire for Masonic positions. 
Ranks, titles, and positions are often 
associated with power, influence, and 
prestige. In a Fraternity like Masonry 
that places all of its members “on the 
level,” meaning on equal standing and 
treatment whatever their stature in life, 
it becomes natural for some to want to 
become more or even better than the 
rest of their brethren.

Some might cloak their desire for po-
sitions as genuine intent to serve the 
lodge and Masonry, but that is not al-
ways true. Even if it is, the taste of pow-
er often eventually corrupts in manners 
to which even Masons are not immune. 
Indeed, how difficult it must be to re-
main humble if given the dazzling titles 
of Worshipful, Very Worshipful, or 
Most Worshipful? Even the lessons on 
virtues taught by Masonry itself might 
not be enough to subdue the egos cre-
ated by the Fraternity’s self-inflicted hi-

erarchal structure within its ranks.

What is needed is a major paradigm shift 
in the way we view Masonic positions. It 
should be seen as a trust, not a triumph; 
a responsibility, not an accomplishment; 
and an honor, not a prestige. This we 
can start, perhaps, by stop saying “Ku-
dos, Bravo, or Congratulations” to the 
elected – if only to avoid giving them 
the wrong impression that their election 
and installation are accomplishments 
in themselves – and instead wishing 
them “Good Luck, Best Wishes, or God 
speed” – in order to instill upon them a 
sense of responsibility rather than a sense 
of victory. Perhaps we could also stop 
the widespread practice of extensively 
highlighting the faces and portraits of 
the elected in tarpaulins, invitations, and 
teaser videos of upcoming installations 
– as if installation ceremonies are their 
own personal victory parties.

By refocusing the purpose of the elec-
tion of officers as a transition of steward-
ship of the lodge and away from the glo-
rification of the ones elected, we begin to 
see the process as a sacred duty, wherein 
the lodge entrusts to its members the 
future of Masonry, commending unto 
them the great burden of choosing who 
best to lead, manage, and administer 
their affairs. They should choose wor-
thy and well qualified leaders, morally 
upright, and those who possess the most 
unbridled of integrity. Only then can the 
process of Masonic elections filter out 
the personal ambitions of those seeking 
positions for personal glory.
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Avoiding 
Pitfalls: Festive 
Holidays and 

Season of 
Installations

 
 
The festive season and Mason-
ic installations are cornerstone 
events in any lodge’s calendar. 
Christmas parties unite brethren 
and their families in the holiday 
spirit, while installation ceremo-
nies usher in new leadership and 
reaff irm Masonic values. Both oc-
casions bring joy, rituals, and fel-
lowship but require thoughtful 
planning to ensure the health and 
well-being of all attendees. Here 
are essential tips to make these 
celebrations safe and memorable. 
 
1. PRIORITIZE FOOD SAFETY
Meals and refreshments are highlights 
of these gatherings but can pose risks 

if handled im-
properly.

•	 H y -
giene: Ensure cooks and serv-
ers wash hands thorough-
ly before food preparation. 
Temperature Control: Keep hot 
foods hot (above 140°F) and cold 
foods cold (below 40°F) using 
warming trays and coolers.

•	 Allergy Awareness: Label dishes 
clearly and account for common al-
lergens like nuts, gluten, and dairy.

•	 Leftovers: Avoid leaving perishable 
food out for more than two hours. 

2. MAINTAIN A CLEAN ENVIRONMENT
A clean venue is vital for preventing the 
spread of germs and ensuring comfort.

•	 Sanitization: Disinfect ta-
bles, chairs, and shared spac-
es before and after the event. 
Hand Hygiene: Provide hand san-
itizers and encourage frequent use.

•	 Ventilation: For indoor ven-
ues, ensure proper air circulation 
to reduce airborne illness risks. 
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3. ADDRESS DIETARY NEEDS
Masonic events often cater to diverse 
age groups and dietary preferences. 
 
Offer a variety of options, including 
vegetables and low-sodium dishes. 
Limit alcoholic beverages to avoid 
overindulgence and promote health. 
Provide healthy snacks for 
those with dietary restrictions. 

4. ENCOURAGE PHYSICAL WELLNESS
Promoting health during these 
events benefits all attendees. 

•	 Moderate Alcohol Consump-
tion: Offer non-alcoholic alterna-
tives and encourage responsible 
drinking.

•	 Stay Active: Include light physi-
cal activities or festive games 
to keep energy levels high. 
Rest Areas: Create quiet zones for 
older members or those needing a 
break.

 
5. SUPPORT MENTAL HEALTH
The holidays can be stressful for some, 
making it an excellent time to empha-
size brotherhood and support.

•	 Foster Connection: Reach out 
to members who may face barriers 
to attending and arrange assistance 
if needed.

•	 Create a Welcoming At-
mosphere: Ensure every-
one—members, families, and 
guests—feels included regard-
less of background or beliefs. 

6. PREPARE FOR SEASONAL ILLNESSES 
AND COVID-19
Although the pandemic’s peak has 
passed, vigilance remains essential.

•	 Monitor Symptoms: Encourage 
unwell members to stay home. 
Vaccination: Promote flu and 
COVID-19 vaccinations when ap-
plicable.

•	 Crowd Management: Avoid 
overcrowding by managing guest 
numbers and providing adequate 
spacing.

7. FIRST AID AND EMERGENCY READINESS
Basic health and safety measures are 
crucial at any event.

•	 First Aid Kit: Stock supplies 
like bandages, antiseptics, and 
over-the-counter medications. 
Emergency Contacts: Have a list 
of local medical facilities and emer-
gency services readily available.

•	 CPR and AED: Ensure someone 
trained in CPR is present, and have 
an automated external defibril-
lator (AED) on hand if possible. 

Masonic Christmas parties and instal-
lations are opportunities for joy, unity, 
and reflection. By prioritizing health 
and safety, lodge leaders can create 
events that align with Masonic princi-
ples of care, responsibility, and respect 
for others. Thoughtful preparation 
ensures that everyone can celebrate the 
season and leadership transitions in 
good spirits and good health.
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Liwanag at Dilim 
sa Kapaskuhan

Ang klima ng Pilipinas ay napapamahalaan ng dalawang panahon na 
nakasunod sa simoy ng hangin - Amihan at Habagat. Ang malamig na 
Hanging Amihan na nanggagaling sa Hilaga ay tumatagal mula Oktu-
bre hanggang Marso, samantalang ang Hanging Habagat naman ang 
bumibida sa kabilang bahagi ng taon. Dahil ang ating bansa ay naka-
tanim sa rehiyon ng Ekuador – sadyang iba ang ating kalagayan kump-
ara sa mga bansang nasa bandang itaas at ilalim ng mundo.

Pagpasok ng Oktubre papuntang Nobyembre, mararamdaman na ang 
malamig na simoy ng hangin – hudyat na nalalapit na ang Panahon ng 
Kapaskuhan. Tinatayang mahigit otsenta (80) porsyento ng mga Pili-
pino ang nagdiriwang ng kapanganakan ng Poong Hesukristo, kabilang 
na ang karamihan sa ating mga Mason sa Pilipinas.

Ako si Kuyang Arnulfo Macatangay, Nagdaang Guro ng Lohiya Dapi-
tan Blg. 21  at nais kong ibahagi ang ilan sa aking naging karanasan sa 
piling ng ating mga kapatid na mason sa Panahon ng Liwanag na tina-
tawag nating Kapaskuhan sa nakalipas na labinlimang (15) taon . Ang 
inyong lingkod ay likas na palakaibigan at mahilig makihalubilo kung 
kaya’t kada buwan na nagdadaan, palagi tayong laman ng mga pagpu-
pulong at umpukan ng samu’t-saring lohiya at masonikong samahan.

Ang Disyembre ay masayang panahon para sa mga Pilipino. Sa mga 
Lohiya, ang Itinakdang Pulong (Stated Meeting) sa huling buwan ng 
taon ay Kinapapalooban ng dalawang mahalagang bahagi: Una ay ang 
Taunang Halalan ng mga Pangunahing Pinuno ng Lohiya para sa Ka-
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harap na Taon (Ensuing Year) at 
Pangalawa ang Paskong Piging 
(Christmas Party). Bawat Lohiya 
ay may kani-kaniyang Tradisyon 
pagsapit ng Disyembre – may mga 
Lohiyang hinihikayat ang mga 
kasapi na isama ang kani-kanilang 
pamilya sa Pamaskong salu-salo; 
meron namang masaya na sa um-
pukang sila-sila pa din ang mga 
magkakasama. 

Kung ang isang Lohiya ay solido 
ang samahan – mapapansin na 
madaling makalikom ng ambagan 
para sa kasiyahan gaya ng pagkain, 
inumin, pa-raffle, exchange gift, 
bandang tagatugtog, atbp. Naha-
halata din ng mga bisita kung may 
paksyon o iringan sa pagitan ng 
mga magkakapatid.

Karaniwan ay sabay na araw idi-
naraos ang Halalan at Piging; sa 
ibang Lohiya  ay sa magkahiwalay 
na araw ito ginagawa. Bagamat 
magka-ibang bahagi ng Pulong 
ang Halalan at ang Piging – mag-
kakabit ang kinahihinatnan ng 
dalawa.

Ang panlohiyang politika ay na-
katukod sa tatlong Pangunahing 
Pinuno - ang Marangal na Guro 
(Worshipful Master), ang Una at 
Pangalawang Bantay (Senior and 
Junior Wardens). Ang sistema ng 
ating pamunuan na ilang daang 
taon nang sinusunod ay ang tradi-
tion ng pag-usad ng mamuno na 

nagsisimula sa pagkahalal ng isang 
kapatid bilang Pangalawang Ban-
tay; upang umusad, siya ay kailan-
gan iboto  sa susunod na taon bi-
lang Unang Bantay; hanggang sa 
ihalal na pinakamataas na na po-
sisyon sa Lohiya bilang Marangal 
na Guro sa susunod na eleksyon. 
Ang proseso ay kadalasang tumat-
agal ng tatlong taon upang ma-
hubog ang kakayahang mamuno 
ng isang kapatid sa pamamagitan 
ng paglilingkod sa lohiya sa lik-
muan (station) sa Timog at Hilaga 
bago tuluyang makarating sa Si-
langan.

Ang pagsala sa pamunuan ay sady-
ang mahirap para sa isang Kapatid 
na nakapila sa Pamunuan ng kan-
yang Lohiya. Sa dinamirami ng ak-
ing nasaksihang mga Pagpupulong 
– malaki ang epekto sa kalagayan 
at kapaligiran ng Lohiya kapag ang 
Pangalawang Bantay ay hindi na-
halal bilang Unang Bantay; lalo na 
kung ang Unang Bantay ay hindi 
nahalal bilang Marangal na Guro. 

Maraming kadahilanan kung bakit 
hindi nahahalal ang ilang kapatid 
paakyat sa mga sunod sunod na 
likmuan: Pangunahing dahilan 
ay Kamatayan o pagkakasakit ng 
malubha; paglisan o paglayo ng 
bagong tahanan sa kanyang lohi-
ya; maaaring ang Kapatid na Ban-
tay na nakapila ay nagpahiwatig 
na hindi siya handa na gampanan 
ang mga bagong katungkulan sa 
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susunod na likmuan; o dili kaya – 
siya ay nasuspinde o napatalsik sa 
pagiging isang Mason. Subalit ang 
pinakamasakit para sa isang Kapa-
tid na Bantay ay ang kadahilanan 
na hindi siya inihalal ng mga ka-
patid o dili-kaya’y hindi naging 
sapat ang botong kanyang natang-
gap upang maihalal sa susunod na 
likmuan. Maigi kung ang kada-
hilanan ay nanggaling sa may kata-
wan na huwag siyang ihalal o hin-
di tanggapin ang posisyon. Subalit 
kung ang  mismong mga kapatid 
na boboto ang magpasyang hindi 
siya karapat dapat sa kasunod na 
tanggapan – ito ay masakit para sa 
isang Kuyang na gumugol na ng 
isa o dalawang taon upang patu-
nayan ang kanyang kakayahan.

May mga ilang lohiya na akong 
nasakasihan na humantong sa 
laglagan ng mga Kapatid na Ban-
tay. Sa ganyang sitwasyon – bakas 
ang kalungkutan sa mga kasaping 
hindi sang-ayon sa mga naganap. 
Kung mayroon mang kaligayahan 
sa paksyon ng bagong halal na lu-
mukso mula sa baba paakyat sa 
likmuan sa Kanluran o Silangan 
– hindi rin ganap ang kasiyahang 
ipinamamalas dahil alam nila sa 
kanilang mga sarili na sila ay may 
hinakbangan na kapatid para la-
mang makarating sa paroroonan.

Ang kasalukuyang paksa ng Gran 
Lohiya ng Pilipinas sa Taong Ma-
soniko 2024 – 2025 ay: 

“Hayaang masdumami ang mga 
kalalakihan sa Liwanag, at hayaang 
masmaraming Liwanag para sa 
mga Mason.”

(Let there be more men in the 
Light, and let there be more Light 
among Masons.”)
Ang ating mga Buwanang Aral 
(Monthly Education) na ini-
luluwal ng tanggapan ng Unang 
Dakilang Tagapanayam (Senior 
Grand Lecturer) ay nababalot ng 
mga turo patungkol sa Karunun-
gan (Education), Kaliwanagan 
(Enlightenment), at Katiningan 
(Equilibrium). Higit pa diyan, 
ang tatlong kaisipang balangkas 
(speculative framework) na na-
banggit ay maayos na nakatahi sa 
tatlong simulain ng Masoneriya 
– Pagmamahal Kapatid (brotherly 
Love), Pagsaklolo (Relief), at Ka-
totohan (Truth).

Nakakalugkot at nakakapagtaka 
na sa kabila ng masusing pagtu-
turo at pagpapalaganap ng tatlong 
kaisipang balangkas at tatlong 
simulain ng Masoneriya – na-
kakalimutan ng ilan sa ating mga 
kasapi ang Pagmamahal Kapatid, 
Pagsaklolo, at Katotohan. Nawala 
na din tuloy ang Karunungan, Ka-
liwanagan, at Katiningan sa loob 
ng ilang Lohiya… 
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the leap year closes the historic chapter of 
2024.

In the last 8 months of Masonic Year 2024 
– 2025, we are optimistic that our Grand 
Lodge theme: “Let there be more Men 
in the Light, and let there be more Light 
among Masons” has grown into the hearts 
and minds of our Brethren. December be-
ing the last month of 2024, is a well-oppor-
tune time for every mason whithersoever 
dispersed, to reflect on his Masonry and 
Humanity. Our theme speaks of Masons 
continuing to stay in the Light. The pro-
gram focuses on the Thematic Triangle of 
EDUCATION, ENLIGHTENMENT, 
and EQUILIBRIUM. Like Freemasonry, 
the program itself has a progressive ap-
proach with Education at the base or as its 
foundation.

By EDUCATION, we are talking about 
the Basic Institutions of Learning at the 
Grand Lodge, namely: Masonic Educa-
tion through the Senior Grand Lecturer; a 
Class-based Learning through the Institute 
of Masonic Education & Studies (IMES); 
our 101-year-old Publication that is the 
Cable Tow; and greater access to the Grand 
Lodge Archives thru the GLP Website and 
GLP’s Digitalization Programs. As Mas-
ter Masons, we have been authorized to 
EDUCATE our less-informed Brethren of 
any irregularities by fortifying their minds 
with resolution against the snares of the 
insidious; guarding them against every al-
lurement to vicious practices; preserving 
unsullied the reputation of the Fraternity; 

Grand Master’s 
Year-End Message

Fraternal Greetings Brethren!

The last month of the year is lined up with 
several events and festivities unique to Free-
masonry in general and our jurisdiction in 
particular:

Last December 19, we celebrated our Most 
Worshipful Institution, the Grand Lodge 
of Free and Accepted Masons of the Phil-
ippines as it turned 112 years old. On that 
same date, we also gave tribute to our Past 
Grand Masters in honor of their exemplary 
performance and unself ish contributions 
to Philippine Masonry.

December 21 marked the beginning of the 
Winter Festival of Yule in the Western part 
of the World hence the Yuletide Season. To 
the 2.4 billion Christians around the world 
and more than 90% of Christians in the 
Philippines, December 25 – is a special day 
for celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ and 
is considered the most joyous occasion in 
our country.

Masons will celebrate the Feast of St. John 
the Evangelist – one of the two Patron 
Saints of Masonry on December 27. Filipi-
nos on December 30 commemorated, the 
128th Anniversary of the Martyrdom of 
our National Hero and Brother Dr. Jose P. 
Rizal. Today, December 31– the last day of 
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and cautioning the inexperienced against 
any breach of inf idelity.

We believe that if our 25,000-strong Mem-
bership is Educated Extensively, Updated 
Regularly, and Informed Constantly, we 
Filipino Masons will be drawn towards 
genuine ENLIGHTENMENT, which is 
the second part of our Thematic Triangle. 
Part of Enlightenment is discernment or 
the ability to judge well, to perceive what 
is right from what is wrong, good from 
evil, pure from impure, and truth from lies. 
Through masterful conduct, we navigate 
towards ENLIGHTENMENT by giving 
the following: to your inferiors in rank and 
off ice - obedience and submission; to your 
equals - courtesy and affability; and to your 
superiors - kindness and condescension

We are hopeful that intensive EDUCA-
TION will lead to ENLIGHTENMENT 
and, if more light can be shared among 
Masons, our fraternity shall progress into 
a state of EQUILIBRIUM, which is a state 
of balance between opposing forces. For at-
taining and maintaining EQUILIBRIUM, 
the sublime degree of Masonry has charged 
us to: zealously inculcate universal benevo-
lence; remove every aspersion against our 
venerable Institution; carefully preserve 
our ancient landmarks; and never allow any 
deviation from our established customs.

As the Brethren in our jurisdiction gather 
for their Year End Traditions – let us reflect 
on the effects of the activities in each of our 
69 Masonic Districts and the 447 Lodges:

•	 How many have received enough Masonic Education?•	 How many have exhibited Masonic Enlightenment?•	 How many have contributed to attaining Masonic Equi-
librium for their District in general and their Lodge in 
particular?•	 We are referring not just to new membership conferred 
the First, Second, and Third Degrees in Masonry but to 
the existing Lodge Membership before the 107th Annual 
Communication in Clark, Pampanga. Of these:•	 How many have attended IMES Classes and listened to the 
Masonic Education during our Lodge Meetings?•	 How many have willingly participated in the various la-
bors of the Lodge and the District?•	 How many have strived to preserve harmony within the 
peaceful walls of their Lodge halls?

Looking forward to the conclusion of Ma-
sonic Year 2024 – 2025, four months from 
now, it is by these standards that we shall 
measure each subordinate lodge and Ma-
sonic district in our Grand Jurisdiction.

We give more focus to the Master Masons, 
especially those who have at least attended 
twelve stated meetings and have witnessed 
and participated in our degree conferrals 
because:

•	 it is from their demographic that the strength of our 
Grand Lodge rests;•	 it is from their demographic that subordinate lodges were 
able to labor;•	 it is from their demographic that future leaders of Lodges 
and Grand Lodges are gleaned. But sadly, it has also been 
observed that:•	 it is from this demographic that problems in certain lodg-
es were identified;•	 it is from this demographic that most cases of un-masonic 
conduct are committed; and•	 it is from this demographic that has the most suspensions 
and expulsions. More unfortunate is the realization that:•	 it is from this demographic that some Lodges have poor 
attendance•	 it is from this demographic that some Lodges have no 
membership growth; and•	 it is from this demographic that Lodge Charters are 
caused to be arrested.

Let this Year-Ender be the time for the 
Brethren both young and old alike, to take 
stock of our Fraternity and CONTINUE 
to reflect on the true nature and purpose 
of Freemasonry as a speculative and edu-
cational institution dedicated to character-
building and to making good men better.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year my 
Brothers!

Ariel T. Cayanan 
Grand Master of Masons in the Philippines
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