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Grand Waster's Message,

OLD DUTIES, NEW ENTHUSIASM

This New Year, the beginning of a new decade, it be-
hooves us all to take a long, searching look at what is ahead.
The old decade of the sixties is gone and we face the decade
of the seventies. We have been warned that we are going to
be faced with myriads of problems, ever more serious and
difficult than they have ever been. The painful truth we are
now seeing for ourselves. :

Masons are not known for shirking their duties and re-
sponsibilities. More than anything else, they are known for
their capacity to endure, to face the facts, to keep their cool,
and to tackle their problems with enthusiasm, the better to
solve them with courage and fortitude, with patience and
prudence. Tighten our belts, we must; but, let us not throw
up our hands even before we are stared by the hard facts.
Let us in fact throw everything we have into the solution of
the problems and as long as nothing daunts us, we shall over-
come.

# * *

In our grand jurisdiction, the New Year gets us ready
to begin the end. Come April, we are turning over the
stewardship of our Grand Lodge to a new set of officers. In
thinking of that time, we have hopes that the turn-over will
be smooth and easy. Our reports must be finished and clear.

I call on all Lodge officers to send in their annual re-
ports early, earlier than expected. In order that this can be
done with dispatch and efficiency, let me call on the old and
experienced officers to help the mew officers make and send
their reports at this time. The reports are due not later than
January 15, 1970. Send resolutions not later than February 28,
1970. Good intentions alone may not help. Go to work and do it!

- MANUFEL M. CRUDO
Grand Master
JANUARY, 1970 1



Edctorial:

WEAKNESS INTO STRENGTH

The new year is as good a time as any to look back at the past
and into the future. With some, the past may be bleak, sorrow-laden and
forbidding with its failures and disappointments; with others, the future
may be rosy bright, full of promise, with success within hailing distance.

On our planet Earth, the Great Architect of the Universe made life
interesting for the earth-people. Some succeed, some fail; some make
money, some don't or even lose what they have; some get better jobs,
some are kicked out of what they have; some are lucky, some are luckless;
and some are thrust into power, some fall out of it. Whatever befalls
one, we think God gives us all every chance to consult with him in
meditation and prayer, the better for us to renew our strength for good,
not for ill.

Failure is not salutatory. The other day we were talking with a
brother who had been kicked out of his job and in addition, he was eased
out of the office building owned by his other employer who had not
disemployed him. He confided to us that were he not a Mason, he could
shoot people though they are Masons too. We counselled him to keep
his cool for in time things would be set right; the best he could do would
be to turn his weakness into strength. God is ever in His heaven and
all will be well with the world.

People are made by God; Masons are made by man. Masonry is
good per se; yet, at times, Masons in Masonry do not always turn out to
be good men, like God and Masonry hope them to be. Their obligations
notwithstanding, some Masons are quick to condemn, sanguine in their
denunciation, unwilling to get at both sides of the coin, ever-ready to mag-
nify the errors of others and unable or unwilling to see or own their own.
Some Masons are yet in the Stone Age; some cannot be familiar with the
teachings of Christ, though they be Christian; some readily see the mote
in the eyes of others and never see the beam fn their own.

Despair not, my brother. Judge not Masonry by the very few un-
Masonic Masons, but by the many, many Masons who are good men and
true, who take their Masonry with pride, who preach their Masonry less
and practice it more in their daily living, who take their obligations serious-
ly and are ever faithful to them. The millions of Masons the world over
make their Masonry their way of life and in that manner, make their Ma-
sonry grow with them inspite of the few unMasonic Masons who are a
drag to the progress of Masonry.

Some thirty-five years ago we came across a book, What Makes Sammy
Run?, a best seller at that time. It is the story of a man ftrying
to get along in the world, to make his place in the Establishment; but on
his way, he was at times rebuffed and discouraged. Nevertheless, he kept
his calm and prodded along, propelled by his ability to turn his weakness
into his strength and almost always he overcame the obstacles. He had
to have the uncanny patience and lasting fortitude of Job and won out fin
the end. We may run into trials and tribulations and in them work out
our solutions, but God forbid that we run away from them. Lincolnesque,

Turn to page 23
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The rbscan Religions

BRO. IRINEO D. BENAVIDEZ (50)

Taking religion as the subject mat-
ter of discussion would not be ecu-
menical without including the reli-
gions that have originated in Asia,
the largest continent of the world
and peopled with almost half the
population of this planet.

The religions that were contri-
buted by the Asians may be gen-
erally classified into: — Buddhism
and Hinduism. These have, of
course, many sects and denomina-
tions, each contrasting with one an-
other in varying degrees of disagree-
ment, yet basically, they are either
Buddhism or Hinduism. In China
there developed a philosophical sys-
tem, near-religious 1n its content, and
is identified as ‘“Animism,” but look-
ing at it closely wouid bring one the
conviction that it is a mere varia-
tion of Hinduism.

Before proceeding with our discus-
sion, however, it is important to re-
mind our readers the purpose of all
these efforts. ECUMENISM has for
its object the development of a sys-
tem which may be congenial and
suitable for all religions in the world
to merge practically under the ONE
and COMMON OBJECT: Con-
sciousness of God, the Supreme Be-
ing, and knowledge of His Will —
according to, or by which, the peo-
ples of this world should regulate
their acts and deeds. With this idea
in our minds we shall proceed.

I — GNOSTICISM

We have maintained in an article
previously printed in this paper that
Gnosticism is the basic foundation
of all the religions of the world,
excluding Shintoism, which is dis-
tinctly and originally Japanese. Gnos-
ticism teaches that there is a Su-
preme Being, spiritual in nature, and
the source of all spirits that pervade

JANUARY, 1970

everything-in existence. As a philo-
sophical system it supplies by rea-
soning the idea of the existence and
nature of the Supreme Being, and
as a religious system it projects the
idea that knowledge (gnosis) of His
Will “saves the initiate from the
clutch of matter.” GNOSIS means
knowing and obeying the Will of
God, an obligatory proposition; and
“the clutch of matter” is identical
to the Christian expression, “the hold
of sin, or the devil.”

In Gnosticism the word “matter”
is a generic term symbolizing every-
thing that is earthly, and so are the
words “sin” and “devil.” Volumes
of philosophic dissertations have been
written on these subjects, and have
caused disagreements and contrast-
ing views that have divided religions
into sects and denominations.

I1I — HINDUISM

This religion of the Hindus (peo-
ple of India) is considered the most
ancient, and the philosophico-reli-
gious system, Gnosticism, is believed
to have evolved and developed from
Hinduism, or together with it.

This religion consists of three prin-
ciples: (1) belief in the existence
of One Being only, (2) belief in the
Immortality of the soul, and (3) be-
lief in the future state of rewards
and punishments.

The sects that have eventually
evolved from Hinduism are myriads,
and they depict how interpretations
of these principles have varied and
contrasted.

A — THE EXISTENCE OF ONE
BEING ONLY.

Hinduism teaches the existence of
ONE BEING only. Quoting a
translation from the original Hindu,
according to Albert Pike: “One great

Turn to next page
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and incomprehensible Being has
alone existed from all Eternity. Eve-
rything we behoid and we ourselves
are portions of Him. The soul, mind
or intellect, of gods and men, and ot
all sentient creatures, are detached
portions of the Universal Soul, to
whica at stated periods they are de-
stined to return. But the mind of
finite beings is impressed by one un-
interrupted series of illusions, which
they consider as real, until again
uniced to the great fountain of
truth. Of these illusions, the first
ana most essential 1s individuality.
By its influence, when detacned from
1ts source, the soul becomes ignor-
ant of 1ts own nature, origin, and
desuny. Lt considers itseli as a se-
parate existence, and no longer a
part of the Divinity, a link of one
immeasurable chain, an infinitely
small pbut indispensable portion of
the great whole.”

Wihom we' call “God” or *“‘Deity,”
the Hindus cail the Eternal Supreme
Lssence: PARABRAHMA, BRAHM,
PRATMA. He is the UNIVER-
SAL SUUL. From this Eternal Su-
preme Essence are the souls of gods
and men, finite beings imbued with
mind or intellect and bodies which
are astral or material. These finite
beings are detached portions of the
UNIVERSAL SOUL, and at stated
periods they return to their Origin.
This return of the souls of gods and
men to their Origin is Destiny.

The INDIVIDUALITY of a god
or of a man is considered an illusion
in Hinduism, an illusion caused or
inspired by their detached nature.
Having mind or intellect and body,
a god or man “considers itself as
a separate existence” and no longer
“a spark of the DIVINITY, a link
of one immeasurable chain, an in-
finitely small but indispensable por-
tion of ONE GREAT WHOLE.”

One may notice the use of ‘‘god”
with the small “g.”” In Hinduism

4

a “god” is an astral body, dwelling
in a space higher or different from
the earth. St. Paul must have had
in mind this principle of Hinduism
when he was writing to the Corin-
thians about Christ’s mystical body,
and when he wrote: “There are
also celestial bodies, and bodies ter-
restial; but the glory of the celestial
is one, and the glory of the terres-
tial is another.” (1 Corinthians,
15:40.) Astral or celestial bodies are
“gods”, according to Hinduism, who
are just as susceptible to the illusion
of INDIVIDUALITY as men are.

B — IMMORTALITY OF THE
SOUL.

It is from the Hindus that peoples
with other religions have acquired
the idea of the souls of men. When
St. Jobn wrote in the New Testa-
ment, “In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God,” he only
enunciated the principle of the
BRAHMA. BRAHMA is one of the
attributes of the UNIVERSAL
SOUL, the Creating Power. BRAH-
MA manifested (self-reflected) in
astral or material substance had
created a being, which possessed, in
addition to its soul (the self-reflec-
tion of BRAHMA in the finite be-
ing) mind or intellect and the body.
Thus, the soul, being a part of
BRAHMA, is essentially immortal.

C — THE FUTURE STATE OF
REWARDS AND PUNISHMENTS.

Under this principle, Hinduism
becomes a pure religion. MAN, as a
linite being, must strive towards its
destiny, that of returning (o is
source, the UNIVERSAL SOUL.

Thus life becomes a struggle for
“purity.” The astral or material
substance that composes the body is
considered in Hinduism an “impu-
rity” itself, and regarded as a bane

to the soul.
Turn to page 16
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Uncty cw MWadonry

VW EUSTAQUIO DE GUZMAN, PDDGM

I chose the topic, Unity in Ma-
sonry, particularly unity of Master
Masons and the Scottish Rite Ma-
sons. The presence of members of
the Blue Lodge and the Scottish Rite
is a manifestation of the harmony
and unity, in the oneness, and the
togetherness of Masons. This is a
living proof of a common goal or
aim of Masonry, be it in the Blue
lodge or the Scottish Rite, that is the
improvement of one’s Masonic Tem-
ple, or character building.

But why is there such a thing as
Master Masons and Scottish Rite
Masons? It is only in degree of
proficiency or degree of attainment,
for Masonry is really a progressive
moral science taught by degrees only.
But, fundamentally, we are all Ma-
sons. The first three degrees, as in
the case of the Blue Lodge, are
likened to the three “R’s” in edu-
cation. They are essential and basic.
They constitute the solid foundation
of Masonry. One cannot advance to
the Scottish Rite degrees unless he
has satisfactorily finished the three
degrees in the Blue Lodge. It is
just like in the educational system;
one has to complete the elementary
grades before he can go to the high
school; one has to finish the high
school before he can be admitted
into college. In other words, Scottish
Rite Free-masonry is likened to the
higher degrees in colleges or univer-
sities. But, first and above all, Blue
Lodge Masons and Scottish Rite
Masons are all Masons, all in one
and one in all. There is no differ-
ence, except in degrees attained.

Throughout the Scottish Rite
degrees, new lessons take new mean-
ings. The philosophy expressed in
the lesson of the different degrees
affords food for a lifetime of fruit-

JANUARY, 1970

ful study. In those lessons are found
the wisdom of the ages as well as
the combined philosophies of the
ages. The lessons taught are not
only stimulating but are also en-
lightening and challenging. Then
too, mempership in the Scottish Rite
is an investment. The dividends are
great, and interesting enough,
they are greatest when needed most.
Scottish Rite Freemasonry, like the
Holy Writings, contains those eter-
nal truths that guide one continuous-
ly throughout his life. What more
can one expect?

To all Freemasons, therefore, the
Scottish Rite can be recommended,
especially to Master Masons who are
truly in search of further Light in
Masonry.

Master Masons and Scottish Rite
Masons are united in the belief of
the existence of one God, the Su-
preme Ruler of the Universe, and
the immortality of the soul. There
is no quarrel among us on this point.
While it is true that there are dif-
ferent religious sects or donomina-
tions, yet there is unity in the be-
lief in one God.

Masons have from time immemo-
rial accepted in their Lodges men
of all religions. Then one may say
that, if members of the Fraternity
are of different religious beliefs,
there follow differences in opinion,
disunity. But let me assure our
readers that the one common and
basic requirement is in the belief of
one God before one can enter the
door of Masonry. No partisan reli-
gious questions are tolerated for dis-
cussion in a Lodge. It is left to each
individual to decide and formulate
his own religious beliefs and prac-
tices. Each one enjoys freedom of

Turn to page 14
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Tu the Grand Lodge

WB Jose L. Cortez, PM, (57),
was elected Chairman of the Execu-
tive Committee of Masonic District
Convention for District No. 1 for
the year 1969-70. WB Cortez and
the Executive Committee have plans
to make the 1970 Convention the
latter part of this year a more ef-
fective and efficient one. The new
Chairman plans to hold district semi-
nars on Masonic education during
the year.

* ® *

MW Conrado Benitez, PGM, and
INlustrious Sovereign Grand Coun-
mander of Scottish Rite in the Phil-
ippines, on reaching his 80th birth-
day on November 26, 1969, was the
object of receptions and well-wishes
that day. The Scottish Rite Lunch-
eon on November 22, 1969 was main-
ly in his honor. His friends, former
students, and co-workers in the
YMCA and in business circles ten-
dered a banquet in his honor at the
Vista Hall of Mirrors. Among those
who took charge of the affair are:
Central Bank Governor Alfonso Ca-
lalang, Banker Leonides Virata, Sec-
retary Marcelo Balatbat, Executive
Domingo Bascarra, Dean Santiago de
la Cruz, Former Secretary Pio Pe-
drosa, Former Auditor General Juan
Quintos, Business Executives Pedro
Teodoro and Anselmo Trinidad and
PWU President Belen Enrile Gu-
tierrez.

It is recalled that III. Benitez is
the first Dean of the College of
Business Administration, U.P., Dele-
gate to the 1935 Constitutional Con-
vention, President of the YMCA of

6

the Philippines, Chairman, Benitez
& Co. and holds various other posi-
tions of leadership in the commu-
nity and country. And later in the
week President Marcos conferred on
111. Benitez the Rizal Pro-Patria
Award for distinguished achieve-
ments in the fields of education,
economics and social reforms.
* * *

In Malabon, Rizal, MW Manuel
M. Crudo and MW Esteban Mu-
narriz, PGM, Grand Secretary, were
present at the funeral service for the
late WB Felimon de Guzman, PM,
Labong Lodge No. 59, on November
14, 1969. MW Crudo presided over
the Masonic funeral rites in Pili-
pino, which, as usual, impressed the
friends, relatives and the brethren of
the deceased brother. It was to
them a heart-rending ceremony. At
home after the burial, the widow
called her two sons and a nephew
and expressed to them her desire
that they too join Masonry, now
that their father and uncle had gone
to his reward.

% * %

By concurrence of the delegates
present, the District Convention of
Masonic District No. 7 will be held
in Paniqui, Tarlac with Victory
Lodge No. 142 as host Lodge. The
officers and brethren of Anchor
Lodge No. 159 offered the facilities
of their Lodge in Paniqui town
since Victory Lodge No. 142, based
in Camiling, Tarlac, does not as
yet have a temple of its own.

* L ] *
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Philosophy of Life:

The Hature of Religian

WB EUGENIO PADUA, PM (51)

In the second degree we are told
that Freemasonry “1s far interwoven
with religion as to lay us under
obligation to pay that rational hom-
age to the Deity which at once con-
stitutes our duty and our happiness.”

What is religion?

A German author, Dr. Hans
Joachim Schoeps, professor of Reli-
gion and Spiritual Thought, Uni-
versity of Erlangen, says that “reli-
gions are paths to salvation.”

In Christianity, generally speaking,
it means the saving of the soul —
deliverance from sin and penalty,
from danger, evil or ruin; redemp-
tion.

The Roman Catholic believes that
only through the sacraments can the
grace of Jesus be made available to
to man, leading to his salvation.

Martin Luther, on the other hand,
believed in salvation by faith alone.
Jesus’ sufferings and death, accord-
ing to him, had already atoned for
the sins and wrongdoings of man.

John Calvin, on his part, looked
upon man as depraved the moment
he was born. And man would be
saved only by the direct election of
God Who by a just but incompre-
hensible judgment predestined some
to eternal bliss and the many to
eternal damnation.

God’s election of you, according
to Calvin, would be demonstrated
by your own material prosperity in
this world.

Calvin’s glorification of business,
his praise of frugality, and his exalt-
ation of diligent labor, or incessant
work as a means of avoiding temp-
tation, contributed to the formation

JANUARY, 1970

of the capitalistic mentality. A

He taught the gospel of work-and-
work-and-more-work . .

Each man, according to him,
manifests God in his daily life by
his pursuit of useful activity to
create wealth to the greater honor
of God.

In this spirit, those who sailed on
the ““Mayflower” in 1620 and made
the first settlement at Plymouth at-
tacked the wilderness, built towns,
established a fishing industry and
did other things. They were the
precursors of those men, who, for
the next century and a half, left
the safety and comfort of known so-
ciety, moved westward, and finally
worked their way to wealth and in-
dependence — thus glorifying their
Creator.

The Calvinistic doctrine of pre-
destination holds that each indivi-
dual is foreordained either to ever-
lasting hell or to eternal salvation
and that he who is successful in this
life through hard work and has re-
jected wordly pleasures obtains evi-
dence that he is among the “Elect”
of God.

The unsuccessful
doomed to hell.

The result of this doctrine is mo-
tivation to hard work in order to
accumulate wealth and thus honor
God.

Catholicism seeks mastery over the
flesh in order to achieve devotioral,
rather than worldly goals.

Calvinism, on the other hand,
gears all of the earthly actions of
man toward mastery over phenome-

Turn to page 27
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Hiotory of (Cabanatwan Lodge 70,55

VW DOROTEO M. JOSON, PM, PDDGM

Last year, 1969, Cabanatuan Lodge
No 53 reached its fiftieth anniversa-
ry. This is, therefore, a year of rejoic-
ing, and looking in retrospect at what
has transpired during the last five
decades. This is also an occasion to
show our appreciation and gratitude
to our elders who blazed the way and
sowed the proverbial seeds of Free-
masonry in Nueva Ecija

The first part of this history was

written in 1940, when the author was’

the Worshipful Master, in com-
pliance with the directive to all
Lodges of Most Wor. Jose de los
Reyes, then Grand Master. It has
been revised, and this is the con-
densed edition.

Before the organization of this
Lodge in 1919, very little was known
of the Fraternity of Free and Accep-
ted Masons in this province of Nue-
va Ecija. To promote and disseminate
its teachings and principles, a group
of men, who were members of dif-
ferent Lodges, worked together in
earnest and planned the move to
organize a Masonic Lodge in Caba-
natuan. That group was composed of
the following persons:

Manuel Tinio, ]J. Vicente Salazar,
Sr., Jose B. Mendoza, Charles E
Hoye, and Eusebio G. Dimaano. Kil-
mer O. Noe, Lewis P. Willis, Boii-
facio Guzman.

They first met in early April of
1919, and each of them agreed to
look for prospective members of the
Craft. Having the facilities and ade-
quate knowledge of organizing a
Lodge, Bro. Eusebio G. Dimaano,
who was then Chief Clerk and De-
puty of the Office of the Provincial
Treasurer of Nueva Ecija, was com-
missioned to take the initiative and

8

lead the movement.

In his letter dated June 24, 1919,
Bro. Dimaano invited all persons,
who were known to be Masons at
the time, to a meeting on June 29,
1919. Twenty-two men responded.
Bro. Manuel Tinio, who had origin-
ally proposed the idea, was requested
to preside, but he declined the honor.
Upon suggestion of Bro. Tinio, sup-
ported by Bro. J. Vicente Salaar,
Sr., Bro. Dimaano was unanimously
chosen as Chairman.

Everyone present being agrecable
to the organization of a Lodge, they
decided to constitute the officers.
Bro. Tinio was elected Master; but,
again, he declined the honor. In-
stead, the following were duly
elected:

Eusebio G. Dimaano, Worshipful
Master; Jose B. Mendoza, Senior
Warden; Emilio Leyva, Junior War-
den; Bonifacio Guzman, Treasurer;
and Clemente Hernandez, Secretary.

The petition for Dispensation
dated June 29, 1919, was signed by
twenty-five persons. It was trans-
mitted to the Grand Master, through
Malolos Lodge No. 46, who was re-
quested to sponsor. our cause.

The officers and members of Ma-
lolos Lodge No. 46 gave their whole-
hearted support, and in their stated
meeting of July 7, 1919, a resolution
was adopted strongly recommending
approval of the petition to form a
new Masonic Lodge in the town of
Cabanatuan, Nueva Ecija.

Besides the indorsement of Malo-
los Lodge No. 46, Wor. Bro. Primi-
tivo San Agustin, then Judge of the
Court of First Instance of Nueva
Ecija and Worshipful Master of Ta-
yabas Lodge No. 43, certified the

The Cabletow



qualification of the petitioners.

Acting favorably on the petition,
Most Wor. Milton Earl Springer,
Grand Master, issued a Dispensation,
dated September 4, 1919, authorizing
the following brethren “to form a
new Lodge ot Free and Accepted Ma-
sons in the town of Cabanatuan to
be known as Cabanatuan Lodge”:

Justo Cabo Chan, Marcelo E. Jo-
se, J. Vicente Salazar, Clemente Her-
nandez, Kilmer O. Moe, Charles E.
Hoye, Tomas Joson, Saturnino Gar-
cia, Jose B. Mendoza, Jose V. Cruz,
Ruperto D. Joson, Manue]l Tinio,
Eusebio G. Dimaano, Meliton G. Ri-
gor, and Martin Villasan,

Our founding fathers were very
enthusiastic.  Following the receipt
of the Dispensation, a special meet-
ing was held on September 12, 1919,
to consider and discuss future “de-
signs on the trestleboard”.  Stated
meetings were held regularly. Spe-
cial meetings were called from time
to time as exigencies required.

At the stated meeting on Novem-
ber 1, 1919, the first three petitions
for degrees in Masonry were received
and given due course.

On December 20, 1919, the degree
of Entered Apprentice Mason. was
conferred upon Jose V. Buenaven-
tura and Doroteo M. Joson.

On February 20, 1920, Bros. Bue-
naventura and Joson were passed to
the degree of Fellowcraft. On the
same day, the degree of Entered Ap-
prentice Mason was conferred upon
Dr. Simplicio Ocampo. On March
12, 1920, Bro. Ocampo was passed to
the degree of Fellowcralft.

On March 27, 1920, with Wor.
Bro. Eusebio G. Dimaano in the
East, the sublime degree of Master
Mason was conferred upon Bros. Jo-
se V. Buenaventura, Simplicio Ocam-
po, and Doroteo M. Joson. These
three brethren have the distinction of
being the first three sons of Cabana-

JANUARY, 1970

tuan Lodge No. 53.

The Grand Master's party and
guests boarded a special train in Ma-
nila in the afternoon of October 9,
1920. Upon their arrival in Caba-
natuan, they proceeded to ‘the Pro-
vincial Capitol, where the ceremonies
were held.

At 4:45 o'clock in the afternoon,
the Grand Master, Most Wor. Ra-
fael Palma, opened a Special Com-
munication of the Grand Lodge in
ample form for the purpose of con-
stituting Cabanatuan Lodge No. 53,
which had already been granted .a
Charter.

Assisted by the officers and mem-
bers of the Grand Lodge, Most Wor.
Rafael Palma, Grand Master,. con-
stituted this Lodge. The people of
Nueva Ecija warmly and  enthusias-
tically received the advent of Free-
masonry. Interesting addresses were
delivered “to the very large audience
which filled the building to over-
flowing. The ceremonies being pub
lic, attendance was 1,200.

After the constitution of the Lodge,
the following officers, among others,
were duly installed: e

J. Vicente Salazar, Sr., Worshipful
Master;  Simplicio Ocampo, - Senior
Warden; Isidoro Gonzalez, . Junior
Warden; Felino Cajucom, Treasurer;
and Fernando Busuego, Secretary.

The history of Cabanatuan Lodge
No. 53 cannot be complete without
incorporating in it a- brief account
of the Cabanatuan Masonic Temple
Association, Inc., a private corpora-
tion. Among its objectives was the
construction of a suitable building
to do honor to and improve the
image of the Fraternity.

On March 16, 1922, Wor. Bro.
Simplicio Ocampo, then Worship-
ful Master, called a meeting to form
the Cabanatuan Masonic Temple As-
sociation. The Articles of Incorpora-

Turn to page 21
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Hinaw r6¢d

WB CALIXTO B. ANTONIO, PM (29)

The principal character in the
second section of the Master Mason
degree in all rites and in all coun-
tries and, yet, one of the most dis-
puted figures {rom the standpoint
of historical accuracy and symbolism
is Hiram Abif. If he is the Scrip-
tural Hiram, his identity must be
derived from a few short paragraphs
from the books of Kings and of
Chronicles aside from King Hiram
of Tyre. The correct name as pro-
perly translated from the Hebrew, is
claimed by scholars to be Khuram
or Khurum, but the King James
translation has it Hiram (I Kings)
and Huram (IT Chronicles). In the

Septuagint it is Cheiram (pro-
nounced Hiram). Hiram is too
well established in both Masonic

and general use.
The Biblical Hiram

According to the account in I
Kings, Hiram Abif was a late ar-
rival at the building of King Solo-
mon’s Temple. Chapter 6 describes
the erection and completion of the
Temple and Chapter 7, to and in-
cluding verse 12, describes the erec-
tion and completion of the Palace.
In I Kings chapter 7, verse 13, it
states: And King Solomon sent and
fetched Hiram out of Tyre. Verse
14: He was a Widow's son of the
Tribe of Naphtali; and his father
was a man of Tyre, etc. It goes on
to describe him to be a worker in
brass. Also as a skillful, understand-
ing, and cunning worker. His work
included the two brazen pillars,
chapiters, network, lily work, pome-
granates and many other brass work
which tends to show that he was a
tinsmith,: brazier and metal worker.
He was brought in after the com-
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pletion of the buildings to add the
porch  columns, vessels, sacrificial
tools, and other indoor and outdoor
decorations,

The account in II Chronicles is
somewhat different for it brings Hi-
ram to Jerusalem before the Tem-
ple construction began. He was not
described as a mason or architect.
There was no hint that he was
builder in stone. King Hiram ot
Tyre wrote to King Solomon, Il
Chronicles, chapter 2, verse 13: “And
now I have sent a cunning man en-
dued with understanding of Huram
my father’s. Verse 14: The son of
a woman of daughters of Dan, and
and his father was a man of Tyre,
skillful to work in gold, and in sil-
ver, in brass, in iron, in stone, and
in timber, in purple, in blue, and
in fine linen, and in crimson; also
to grave any manner of graving, and
to find out every device which shall
put to him, with thy cunning men,
and with the cunning men of my
lord David thy father.” Then, he.
King Hiram of Type promised to send
timber from Lebanon. This is fol-
lowed by the account of making the
brass work. )

There is the inconsistency about
the mother, being of the tribes of
Naphtali and of Dan. The authors
of T Kings and II Chronicles were
undoubtedly writing about the same
Temple, Palace, period, buildings,
and events and telling the same
story.

The Masonic Hiram

The Masonic Hiram has the sur-
name “Abif” for the purpose of dif-
ferentiating him from Hiram King
of Tvre. “Abil” the literal mean-

Turn to page 25
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Time gor Re-asseciment
VW LORENZO N. TALATALA, DDGM

The passing of the old year, to
give way to the new, signalizes the
necessity for us to re-assess ourselves,
to determine how we stand indivi-
dually, as members of this Ancient
and Honorable Fraternity. Similar
to any business enterprise, although
Masonry is not concerned with busi-
ness, it has to attain a maximum
net profit in terms of membership,
in order that its power to do good
may be enhanced, if not multiplied.
The margin of profit must be wide
enough, if we expect our Fraternity
to be stable and permanent.

In the process of sell-assessment,
we can not escape the fact that
every member of the Craft must
either be an asset or a liability to
the Fraternity. There is no middle
course to follow. Unlike some poli-
ticians, a Mason cannot be a fence-
sitter, watching from the sidelines.
If a Mason has dedicated himself to
do good of the community and to
his brethren, then definitely he is
an asset to the Fraternity, But if
a4 Mason has not accomplished any-
thing that will benefit either the
community or the Fraternity, and to
top it all, he does not even visit his
Lodge or a brother in distress, then
he is, by his own making, a liability
to the organization.

Thus, within our Fraternity, both
here and abroad, we are prompted
to ask: How many of our brethren
may be considered to be assets and
how many may be considered to be
liabilities to the organization? It is
now time that we all re-assess our-
selves, to find out to which side we
belong. On the whole, the Masonic
Fraternity has to grow steadily, on
the commonly accepted theory that
the institution itself is good, per-
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haps perfect. However, because a
considerable number of our pretaren
proved to be liabilities, our net pro-
tit is on the down trend. As a mat-
ter of fact we have been “in the
red” during the past few years.
Statistical data has shown, that
while we were able to acquire many
new members during the past few
years, the number of dimits, suspen-
sions, expulsions and deaths taken
together, outnumbered the former,
Consequently, for the same period,
our losses in membership have
reached alarming proportions.

Daily, like any living being, the
Fraternity must grow in size and
strength, in order that it can in-
crease its capability for service to
humanity. Daily, we should dedi-
date ourselves to beneficent service,
otherwise, if Masonry cannot do
something for the upliftment of hu-
manity, then it can be said to be
“as sounding brass or a tinkling cym-
bal.” If our potential to do good
will not be properly utilized for the
benefit of all, then we become in-
struments of degradation, that can
lead our Fraternity to become a lia-
bility to the nation.

We are, somehow fortunate, that
among our votaries, there are quite
a number of brethren who work si-
lently and without fanfare to bolster
the name and reputation of our Or-
der. Luckily, we have many bre-
thren, who, while apparently un-
heard from, in so far as Lodge af-
fairs are concerned, are devoting
much of their time for the good of
the community in sincere service to
humanity. These brethren. as a
matter of fact, may not be seen
frequently inside the Lodge. They

Turn to next page
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may not even be very helpful in
participating in our rituals. But,
when it comes to giving donations
for public improvements, communi-
ty projects, civic actions and chari-
table purposes, they have the dis-
tinction of being among those who
give Ireely, lavishly and unselfishly,
without mental reservation or hesi-
tation. They are, without doubt,
permanent assets to our -Masonic
structure. Indeed, Masonry is con-
tained in their hearts — internally,
rather than superficially.

Again, there are quite a number
of our brethren, whom we may call
the keepers of the temple. They
may not be able to contribute much,
materially, to community or public
improvements, because of their li-
mited financial capabilities; but they
are the ones who keep the lights
aflame inside the Lodge. They. at-
tend all meetings and all Masonic
affairs regularly and devotedly.
They initiate, pass and raise worthy
candidates. They carry on the busi-
ness of the Lodge. Without them,
the Lodge will be darkened and no
business can be transacted. They,
just as well, are worthy assets to
our organization.

On the other hand, we have
among us, many unworthy brethren,
who are neither charitable nor
keepers of the temple. While call-
ing themselves Masons, they never
contribute to human welfare, or ex-
tend some help to public or com-
munity improvements. And, above
all, they do not even attend Lodge
meetings or pay attention to other
Masonic activities. They are the
Masons prepared below their hearts,
knowing that below a man’s heart
is the stomach. These are the lia-
bilities to our Fraternity., It is
lamentable, that of late, these liabi-
lities have increased in number as
shown by the number of suspen-
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sions [rom Masonic membership,
causing: no little apprehension
among the devoted members of the
Craft.

In this country, it is of common
knowledge, that there are other
kinds of assets, which are peculiar
in nature — the reversible assets.
These are the assets which. when
too easily accumulated and too dis-
proportionate to the income of an
individual, become liabilities. Take
for instance, the case of a govern-
ment employee who is assigned in
a “lucrative” position. Upon tak-
ing his oath of office, he is made
to submit in writing, his personal
assets and liabilities. Then he
works for the government. until he
retires by reason of age, or length
of service. Upon his retirement, he
is again required to submit in writ-
ing, his personal assets and liabili-
ties. Having been assigned in a
“lucrative” position, his assets by the
time he retires, could be very much
out of proportion to his actual visi-
ble income, even if he did not spend
anything during the period of his
employment. ‘When this happens,
he is then prosecuted for violation
of the anti-graft law, and upon con-
viction, all his assets — adjudged to
be ill-gotten wealth, are forfeited to
the government. By then, his ill-
gotten personal assets have become
liabilities to him, causing his con-
viction in court and confinement in
jail.

If Masonry has to progress and
pass the severe test of endurance,
it must, by all means, be composed
of devoted men who are loyal to
its principles. Much as we would
like to bolster our membership ,let
us be guided by the foregoing exam-
ple, how ill-gotten assets become
liabilities. Similar to an employee
in the government service assigned

Turn to page 24
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GRAVEL AND SAND
H Jspo'tt on Masonic Hetivitics

NBM

The Medical Clinic of Cavite
Lodge No. 2 is growing bigger and
better. Lately it has been giving
free consultations, treatments and
medicines to over a hundred pa-
tients each Sunday. Not only do
the doctor-members of the Lodge of-
fer their services free to the indi-
gents, but the doctor-wives of the
members have volunteered their serv-
ices also free to the clinic. Among
the new volunteers are Dr. Josefina
Afable Olaes and Dr. Janette Le-
saca Morales. Cavite Lodge No. 2
recently appropriated $500.00 to re-
plenish their stock of medicines
which started as a pool, the doctor-
members giving their free samples
to the pool each time they receive
those from drug manufacturers. In

addition, the proceeds from the
monthly social affairs are appro-
priated: 40% for the medicine

stock, 40% for the building fund
and 20% for the DeMolay.

* * *

It all started as a mouth-to-ear
suggestion: that brethren attending
stated and degree meetings look bet-
ter, talk better and act better in
coat and tie or barong filipino.
Lately, the meetings of Bagumbayan
Lodge No. 4 and Manuel Roxas
Lodge No. 152 are that formal. No-
body says anything about it, nobody
complains, but everybody feels he
has not attended his meeting, though
physically present, unless he is in
proper attire. Looks like brethren
are getting back to the pre-war days
when a Lodge meeting was some-
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thing to look forward to. Looks
like the polo shirt, shirt-jac, or even
polo-barong, are getting out of style
in Lodge meetings. And members
do it as noblesse oblige, not driven
to it by circulars. It is well-known,
of course, that Lodge meetings in
the provinces and overseas Lodges
have been at this long ago.
* * *

We congratulate WB James Ma-
this, Worshipful Master of Leonard
Wood Lodge No. 105, who was wed-
ded to Miss Mary Carolyn Dudgeon
on November 23, 1969 at the Clark
Air Base Chapel No. 4. Both WB
Mathis and his wife work at the
Base and after a honeymoon in Ba-
guio and Manila, they were back
at their jobs in the Base,

* * *

Some have been wondering that
news items are: four or six “weeks
old in The Cabletow. Well, our
deadline we keep on the 15th of
the month preceding the date of
issue. For instance, our December
1969 issue went to press on Novem:
her 15, 1969; that is, the late items
only because weeks or months be-
fore that, ‘articles and news items
received earlier had previously been
galley-proofed and corrected. On
November 19, the: page proofs had
been corrected and by November 22,
the final page proofs had been read,
corrected and the whole issue put
to bed on:November 25. On Dec-
ember- 2 we received partial deli-
veries which® were addressed and

Turn to page 24



UNITY IN MASONRY . .

worship. In such a procedure, how
can they have disunity?

We are all in accord with the bro-
therhood of man under the Father-
hood of God.

Master Masons and Scottish Rite
Masons are in accord with the prin-
ciples of Masonry. We are one in
the cardinal wvirtues of Prudence,
Temperance, Justice, and Fortitude.
For there must be prudence “to re-
gulate our lives and actions;” Tem-
perance to avoid excess of any licen-
tious or vicious habits;” Justice “to
make us render unto every man his
due without distinction;” and Forti-
tude “to enable us to undergo any
pain, peril, or danger.”

We are all in accord in the three
principal tenets of Masonry-Brother-
ly Love, Relief and Truth. We are
one “to regard the whole human
specimen as one family, — the high
and the low, the rich and the poor.
On this principle, Masonry unites
men of every country, sect and opin-
ion, and causes true friendship to
exist among all peoples.

From page 5

We were told during our initiation
that, “to relieve the distressed is a
duty incumbent on all men, but par-
ticularly on Masons, who are linked
by indissoluble chain of sincere af-
fection. To soothe the unhappy, to
sympathize with their misfortunes, to
compassionate their miseries, and to
restore peace to their troubled minds,
is the great aim we have in view.
On this basis we form our friend-
ships and establish our connections.”
With this in mind, how can brethren
live in disunity?

Because of the principle of Truth,
the foundation of every virtue, how
can Masons hate each other? Under
the influence of this principle, “hy-
pocrisy and deceit are unknown
among us; sincerity and plain deal-
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ing distinguish us; and with heart
and tongue, we join in promoting
each other’s welfare and rejoicing in
cach other’s prosperity.”

Thus, as we live in unity under
the influence of the principles and
tenets of Masonry, I see no reason
why Masons have misunderstandings
and differences. I see no reason
why we can not live together in har-
mony, in peace and contentment.

Our ancient and noble Fraternity
needs each one of us, Master Masons
and Scottish Rite Masons. We must
continue advancing the frontiers of
Freemasonry. We must continue in
the fulfillment of our duties, of our
obligations as Masons. What then
are our responsibilities? In the words
of Bro. Stephen R. Groenberg, Ph.D,,
320 there are three salient duties of
every Mason, which must never be
laid aside.

“First, — There must be a con-
tinued dedication to the cardinal vir-
tues of Prudence, Temperance, Jus-
tice, and Fortitude. These ideals
are inculcated in our minds and
hearts in the course of our Masonic
Journey. We should hear again the
restatement of these principies. Our
present lives need to be examined
in their light.

“Second. — There must be a con-
tinued dedication to the principles
of Friendship, Morality, and Bro-
therly Love. These noble tenets are
instilled into us as we seek the truth.
But, again, notwithstanding the se-
riousness of our intentions and the
strength of our resolutions, time dims
the vision of these lofty concepts.
We should hear once more a reitera-
tion of their meaning and translate
them into our everyday life. We
need to be reminded of our failings,
so that we might begin anew.to re-
construct our lives in accord with
the plan of the Supreme Architect
of the Universe. Turn to page 19
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.Qu.zations and a%uwe'ca

New Series
VW A. L. CORCUERA

7. Is it true that there are two Substitute Words in actual use?

Yes. The one known to Master Masons raised in accordance with the
American rituals is the universal word known to all Freemasons, although much
“corrupted in pronunciation”. The other word is used on the Continent of
Europe and is given as a second word to British Freemasons.

8. When one is asked what makes him a Mason answers, “My ODbli-
gation”, does he refer to the obligation taken at the Altar?

No. By the obligation taken at the Altar a Mason merely promises
to do certain things and to refrain from doing certain other things. This binds
him only to the Fraternity. The obligation referred to is that which he owes
to the Deity — to love Him, to practice out of the Lodge those great moral
duties inculcated in it, and to improve himeslf in Freemasonry.

9. Why are the three Principal Officers of the Lodge spoken of as
“Lights”?

(a) At their installation, the Master is told, “For a pattern of imitation,
consider the great luminary of nature, which, rising in the East, regularly dif-
fuses lght and lustre, to all within its circle. In like manner, it is your province
to spread and communicate light and instruction to the Brethren of your Lodge.”
And the Wardens are charged: “You are assiduously to assist the Master in
the discharge of his trust; diffusing light and imparting knowledge to- all whom
he shall place under your care.

(b) The Master and Wardens represent in the Lodge the Sun, Moon,
and Stars, the latter being represented by Mercury, metaphorically called the
Master of Life and Light. Ritualists later substituted Master of the Lodge.
It should be recalled that the Master and Wardens represent the three important
positions of the sun during the day: its rising in the East, its position at
noon in the South of the Zenith (in reality only in places whose latitudes are
above the Tropic of Cancer, 23.5°, north latitude), and its setting in the West.

10. What is meant by the orientation of the Lodge?

The orientation of the Lodge refers to its situation due east and west.
Unless used in the sense it is employed in ecclesiastical architecture, it merely
indicates that the axis, longest dimension of a Lodge, is situated due east and
west; it does not indicate where the entrance is. In the Tabernacle built by
Moses on Mount Sinai (Exodus 26:28) the rear end was in the west. Since the
Tabernacle was the model for King Solomon’s Temple, and the latter the model
of all Masonic Lodges, then, originally, the entrance to the Lodge was in the
East. Exactly when the change was made and the entrance was placed in the
West has not been ascertained. St. Charles Borromeo (1538-84) in his Instruc-
tiones Fabricae Ecclesiasticae, directed that the rear or altar part of the church
shall look directly to the east (the equinoctial or true east, not the solsticial
east). Who copied from whom is not definitely known.

11. Who were the first non-operatives who were admitted into a Lodge
of Operative Masons?

In Scotland John Boswell, said to be relative of James Boswell (1740-95),
a celebrated British biographer, was present as a member of the Lodge of Edin-
burgh on June 8, 1600. In England on May 20, 1641, Robert Moray, General
Quartermaster of the Armie of Scotland, was initiated in Newecastle by mem-
bers of the Lodge of Edinburgh who were with the Scottish Army. On October
16, 1646, Elias Ashmole, according to his diary, was made a Free-Mason in
Lancashire, at Warrington. In 1670, 39 of the 49 members of the Lodge of
Aberdeen were Accepted Masons, not in any way connected with building trade.

To be continved
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ASIAN RELIGIONS .. . From page 4

It was this belief that divided the
Hindus into castes.

Born a Brahman, one had to main-
tain his’ quahty as a highly cultured
or supercillious, exclusive intellec-
tual person. He is considered to
enjoy the highest degree of “clean-
ness” a link nearest the most clean,
most perfect, and most honorable
UNIVERSAL SOUL.

The Serfs were considered to be-
long to the lowest caste, whose
chances of “initiation for release
from the clutch of matter” was re-
mote. There was a time in Hindus-
tani when serfs were, by law, re-
quired to shou:, and to keep shout-
ing of his presence while walking on
a street or in any public place, to
announce their presence, so that the
Brahmins and people of higher castes
could avoid encountering or meet-
ing them: — an encounter with a
serf in person was, for a Brahmin,
considered a defilement and degra-
dation of the soul... death was the
punishment for a serf violating this
Hindu law.

" The mere fact of birth or existence
as a finite being is “punishment”
under this Hindu faith. However,
reincarnation may be relative reward
or punishment, A soul reincarnated
into ‘a being of higher or superior
caste is a reward according to this
belief, and a soul reincarnated into
an inferior or lower caste, or into
an animal, is a punishment.

The real reward for a soul is its
return to the UNIVERSAL SOUL.
It does not return as an astral or
terrestial being, but obrains the re-
compense of “Unitive Life,” the
NIRVANA.

- These are the basic principles of
Hinduism, most ancient religion in
the world. As a system of religion,
it has the most number of sects, each
having, and practicing, its own cere-
monial and ritualistic observances.
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Needless to say, asceticism is an es-
sential aspect of observances in Hin-
duism, an aspect which had influ-
enced the other religions in their
ideas about fasiing.

THE OLDEST STORY OF
CREATION

To the Hindus should be credited
the oldest story of creation. It is
found in the Antareya A’van’ya, one
of the VEDAS, and is more ancient
than the Genesis, first book of the
OLD TESTAMENT, or the Hebrew
SCRIPTURES. The VEDA is unto
the Hindus as the Bible is unto the
Christians, and as the Koran is unto
the Mohammedans. And the AN-
TAREYA A'RAN’YA is even among
the oldest books in the VEDA, the
most ancient sacred literature of the
Hindus, comprising more than one
hundred extant books.

The version in the ANTARAYA
A’'RAN’YA of the creation compares
strikingly with the story of the crea-
tion in GENESIS:—

“In the beginning, the Uni-
verse was but a Soul; nothing
else, active or inactive, existed.

“Then He had this thought,
‘I will create worlds;’ and thus
He created these different
worlds; air, light, mortal be-
ings, and the waters.

“He had this thought: ‘Be-
hold the worlds; I will create
guardians of the world’ So He
took hold of the water and fa-
shioned a being clothed with the
human form. He looked upon
him, and of that being so con-
templated, the mouth opened
like an egg, and speech came
forth, and from the speech, fire.
The nostrils opened, and through
them went the breath-of respira-
tion, and by it the air was pro-
pagated. The eyes opened; from
them came a luminous ray, and
from it was produced the sun.
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The ears dilated; from them
came hearing, and from hearing
space.”

The BIBLE, in its book GENESIS,
opens with an identical story of the
creation of the world:—

“In the beginning God created
the heavens and the earth. And
the earth was without form,
and void; and darkness was upon
the face of the deep. And the
Spirit of God moved upon the
face of the waters. And God
said, ‘Let there be light’; and
there was light. And God saw
the light, that it was good: and
God divided the light from the
darkness. And God called the
light Day, and the darkness he
called Night. And the evening
and the morning were the first
day.” — (Genesis, 1:1-5.)

The creation of MAN in the AN-
TAREYA A’RAN’'YA reads as fol-
lows:

“He, the Universal Soul, thus
reflected: ‘How can this body
exist without Me? He examined
what extremity He could pene-
trate it. He said to Himself:
‘If, without me, the World is
articulated, breathes exhales, and
sight sees; if hearing hears, the
skin feels, and the mind reflects,
deglutition swallows, and gene-
rative organs fulfill their func-
tions, what then am I? And
separating the suture of the cra-
nium He penetrated into man.”
Compare this with Genesis:

“And God said, ‘Let us make
man in our image, after our
likeness;’. .. So God created man
in his own image, in the image
of God created he him; male
and female created he them.”

"~ — (Genesis 1:26-27.)

We consider the comparison strik-
ing considering that Moses, to whom
is attributed the first five books of
the Old Testament, grew and was
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brought up as an Egyptian prince,
with the legal privilege of being “ini-
tiated into the muysteries.” Only
male persons were admitted into
this “fraternity,” like Masonry, and
so, considering that the Egyptian
“mysteries” were of Indian origin,
probably a study of the Vedas, of
its principles and moral teachings,
taught to the initiates by symbolism,
Moses must have influenced the story
of tre creation as it now reads.

THE TRIUMURTI, OR TRIAD.

So also is the doctrine of the Tri-
nity. We learn that “The most an-
cient Trinitarian doctrine on record
is that of the Brahmins. The Lter-
nal Supreme Essence, called PARA-
BRAHMA, BRAHM, PARATMA,
produced the Universe by self-reflec-
tion, and first revealed himself as
BRAHMA, the Creating Power, then
as VISHNU, the Preserving Power,
and lastly as SIVA, the Destroying
and Renovating Power; the three
Modes in which the Supreme Essence
reveals himself in the material Uni-
verse; but which soon came to be
regarded as three distinct Deities.
These three Deities they styled the
TRIMURTI, or TRIAD.” — Alfred
Pike.

There have been numerous ideas
that were developed out of this prin-
ciple. Saint Paul, himself, must have
been reading from the Veda, or must
have been talking with some one
conversant with Hinduism when
he was inspired to write to the
the Corinthians: “There are also ce-
lestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial:
but the glory of the celestial is one,
and the glory of the terrestrial is an-
other.” (1 Cor. 15:40) This verse
is preceded and followed with state-
ments as mystical as the “Mysteries”
itself, and likely to cause acute men-
tal trouble for someone who may
try to analyze or give his personal

Turn to next page
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“interpretation — but it seems to estab-

lish the fact that all phylosophical
dissertations, both Gnostic and Aris-
totelian, must have been inspired by
the TRIMURTI, or TRIAD.

The original idea was that God,
the Supreme Essence, was only ONE
DEITY, and the terms BRAHMA,
VISHNU, and SIVA were only at-
tributes, understood to be the three
ways or manner in which the Su-
preme Essence revealed Himscif, or
expressed His powers; — but in the
ritualistic observances of the Hindus,
it developed that these attributes
were to become three Deities, styled
the TRIMURTI, or TRIAD. So,
when a child was born, new things
appeared, beneficial or wuseful in
their nature, ths Hindus expressed
their gratefulness to BRAHMA.
When the rain fell, enabling the
people to cultivate their farms and
produce a good harvest for the main-
tenance and support of life, they ex-
pressed their thanks and gratitude
to VISHNU. And, when there was
illness, catastrophic even, destruction
or death, they turned their thoughts
to SIVA, the Deity who destroys and
renovates the earth.

HEAVEN AND HELL

Under this principle of Hinduism
of the TRIMURTI, the existence of
heaven and hell is ruled out. What
is called “celestial” is a simpler
form of CREATION, where the
“astral” bodies exist; and the terres-
trial” is more complex: — added to
the “astral” that covers the soul is
the “matter” or the earthly com-
pound that “clutches” him.

THE SOUL OF MAN.

Thus, as a human being, the soul
has two cloaks or burdens, the as-
tral and matter, — from both of
which extrication is the theme of
this belief, Hinduism.

When the soul succeeds to free

himself from the “clutch of matter”
without being reincarnated, or trans-
migrated to an animal or other
earthly things, the soul remains “ce-
lestial”, the space understood to be
the “glory of the terrestrials.”

If the same “celestial” soul then
succeeds to extricate himself from
the “astral” his body now consists,
this soul looses its identity because
he is absorbed by the GREAT
LIGHT, the LOGOS, or the PARA-
BRAHMA, BRAHM, PARATMA.
‘This is the Ultimate Goal: — “the
glory of the celestials.”

Indeed Saint Paul wrote: “...the
glory of the celestial is one, and the
glory of the terrestrial is another.”

II — BUDDHISM

As Christianity is to Judaism, so
is Buddhism to Hinduism, with the
singular difference that Buddhism
sprang without antagonism or con-
tlict with the basic faith.

Buddhism evclved and developed
from the Hindu belief that “BUD-
DHA descended on earth to raise
all human beings up to the perfect
state. He will ultimately succeed,
and all, himself included, will be
merged in UNITY.” =

The Hebrews also had a belief
that CHRIST (God, Himself be-
coming a Man) will come to earth
for the salvation of mankind. From
this idea a new religion eventually
evolved from the belief that JESUS
of NAZARETH is the Christ, and
is now called Christianity, to iden-
tify it from the basic faith, Judaism
— which is still waiting for the com-
ing of CHRIST.

Gautama Siddhartha, (563-483
B.C.) a rich Brahmin, was the found-
er of Buddhism. As a very wealthy
prince, he is recorded to have reduced
himself to penury by disposing of
all his material wealth and giving
it to the poor. He lived a “con-
templative life” teaching the doc-
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wine of the “Eightfold Path;” —
right belief, right resolve, right word,
right act, right life, right effort,
right thinking, and right meditation.
The “Eightfold Path” is the Bud-
dhistic version of the NIRVANA,
which in Hinduism means “extinc-
tion of the flame of life; final eman-
cipation, and reunion with BRAH-
MA.” Buddhism teaches that NIR-
VANA means release from the heat
of passion, hatred, and delusion —
freedom from the necessity of [uture
transmigration of the soul. Gauta-
ma Siddhartha taught that the at-
tainment of NIRVANA was through
the “Eightfold Path.”

The word Buddha is intended to
be the title of a person who prac-
tices self-abnegation, virtue and wis-
dom at the same time that he teaches
it. Prince Gautama Siddhartha, a
Brahmin, was considered the BUD-
DHA because he taught self-abnega-
tion by giving away all his worldly
possessions, attained virtue and wis-

* *

UNITY IN MASONRY . . from page 14

“Third. — We must make every
effort to assist others to take their
first steps in Masonry. This respon-
sibility, perhaps more than others,
escapes us most easily. But this du-
ty, when executed properly, can best
keep us on the sacred path. In be-
ing present at these installations and
in seeing that each installed brother
understands that which is unfolded
before him, the other responsibilities
become well and truly discharged.”

“Truly, the principles that rule
us in our activities form a bridge
stretching toward that House not
made with hands eternal in the hea-
vens. We, as Free and Accepted
Masons, take upon ourselves and
must strive always to keep with us
the solemn obligation to cross that
bridge upward and onward ever to-
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dom by practicing the “Eightford
Path,” the core of his teachings.

Essentially Buddhism does not dif-
fer from Hinduism, except in its be-
lief in the NIRVANA, and there
are many thinkers who would say
that this religion is identical to the
numerous sects that have developed
and sprung from Hinduism.

III — ANIMISM

This belief in Central Asia, prin-
cipally among some Chinese tribes
1s not considered a religion. it lacks
the essential element of belief in a
Supreme Deity.

Why then discuss it as an Asian
religion?, one may propound.

The ANIMISTS, or those who be-
lieve in animism consider it as mode
for ascertaining the destiny of the
human soul. Animism projects the
idea that “all objects possess a na-
tural life or vitality, and are endowed
with in dwelling souls.”” Like Hin-

Turn to next page
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ward that magnificent edifice, so
that when we return this borrowed
life of ours, the Supreme Architect
of the Universe will look upon us
and will say unto us: “Well done.
thou good and faithful servant.”
In closing, I am reminded of that
perambulation in the first degree
which runs thus: “Behold, how good
and how pleasant it is for brethren

to dwell together in unity.” L
* * * *
IF

If there is right in the soul,

There will be beauty in the person;
If there is beauty in the person,
There will be harmony in the home;
If there is harmony in the home,
There will be order in the nation;
If there is order in the nation,
There will be peace in the world,

—Confucius.

@ - * *
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‘duism it propounds that the soul is
the vital organizing principle of the
physical universe, so that “men, ani-
mals, plants, stones, etc. are inhabited
by souls which may exist in a se-
parate state.”

It will be perceived then that
ANIMISM is, to its believers, the
source of ethical and moral stand-
ards, rules by which to live in order
to attain the most desirable goal or
destiny for the soul. Since ethical
and moral values are sparks of Di-
vine wisdom, ANIMISM may be dis-
cussed as a “religion” along with the
religions of the world.

In addition to this argument,
which may be considered very weak,
it may interest devout Christians to
know that ANIMISM has also its in-
fluence upon the Christian religion.
We quote from the New Testament:

“And when he was come to
the other side into the country
of the Gergesenes, there met him
two possessed with devils, com-
ing out of the tombs, exceeding
fierce, so that no man might pass
by that way.

“And, behold, they cried out,
saying, ‘What have we to do
with thee, Jesus, thou Son of
God? are thou come hither to
torment us before the time?

“And there was a good way
off from them an herd of
many swine feeding.

“So the devils besought him,
saying, ‘If thou cast us out, suf-
fer us to go away into the herd
of swine.’

“And he said unto them,
“Go.” And when they were
come out, they went into the
herd of swine: and, behold, the
whole herd of swine ran violent-
ly down a steep place into the
sea, and perished in the waters.”
—St. Matthew, 8:28-30.

This is only eone instance from the
Christian Bible, -and there are many
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more, — but the idea about the exist-
ence of Satan, or the devil, came
from this Chinese principle of ANI-
MISM. There is no suggestion in
HINDUISM about the existence of
the devil, or Satan, although there
are sects which have been influenced
by this Chinese belief and developed
the proposition that SIVA, the
“Destroying and Renovating Power”
was the “evil one.” If other reli-
gions, especially Judaism and Chris-
tionity, profess to be original in their
ideas, the semblance is simply re-
markable, taking into account the
antiquity of ANIMISM.

IV — MASONIC OBJECTIVITY

Finally, the observations made by
men of erudition about the impor-
tance of religion, or religious beliefs,
as the civilizing factor that controls
the minds and acts of men, appear
to be worthy of serious contempla-
tion. The system of faith, the ritual-
istic observances and practices are
of small importance; but the ethical
and moral values all these systems
of religion teach are identical, and,
therefore, the most essential factor
that can bring about an ecumenical
understanding of God, the Supremc
Ruler. _

From the very beginning Masonry
did not inquire what MAN believed
concerning the nature of God, or
what system of religion he advocated:
— but drawing from all BELIEFS
of peoples all over the world, to as-
certain the virtuous attributes that
all could accept, Masonry proceeded
to teach these VIRTUES by symbol-
ism, without allusion to such mat-
ters as: — What is God, Who is God,
or how one worshiped his Deity, or
Eternal Supreme Ruler. Thus, under
the Masonic emblem, a Hindu and
a Christian can join hands with fra-
ternal love; a Moslem and a Judaist
can dwell together in peace; a Bud-
dhist and a Brahmin can associate
with one another without thinking
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of defilement — after all, these spe-
culations about the nature ot the
Supreme Deity are mere speculations,
Just speculations, and nothing more.
Unlike the material substances which
Science can analyze and make con-
clusions about with definite certi-
tude. This Masonic OBJECTIVITY
about things immaterial is what the
world today needs to bring about
common understanding and brother-

ly love among all men. A
#* % *
HISTORY OF . . . from page 9

tion were drawn and approved. The
corporation was to be capitalized at
P25,000.00 divided into shares of
P50.00 each.

Rigid campaign for funds was
conducted. Finding the response of
the brethren to be encouraging, the
corporation decided to begin the con-
struction even if there was not suf-
ficient fund for its completion.

The cornerstone of the Masonic
Temple was laid by Most Wor.
Christian 'W. Rosenstock, Grand
Master, in a Special Communication
of the Grand Lodge held in Cabana-
tuan on May 18, 1925, in ample
form.

Immediately aflter the cornerstone
was laid, the construction of the Ma-
sonic Temple was begun under the
“immediate direction and supervi-
sion” of MW. Vicente Orosa, who
was Worshipful Master until 1927,
when the Temple was finished. In-
cidentally, Bro. Orosa was District
Engineer ol Nueva Edja duing
those years.

The Masonic Temple was dedi-
cated by Most Wor. Joseph H. Sch-
midt, Grand Master, in a Special
Communication of the Grand Lodge
held in Cabanatuan on December
17, 1627.

JANUARY, 1970

From the early organization of the
Lodge, the ritual prescribed in the
conferring of degrees was the Scot-
tish Rite. It was in Spanish. The
York Rite, also in Spanish, was in-
troduced by Wor. Bro. Pedro Ro-
driguez, of Biak-na-bato Lodge No.
7, as Grand Lecturer, about July,
1921. Only the Grand Lecturer had
a copy of the ritual; it was forbidden
for any brother to have one in what-
ever form. So, the instruction was
only “from mouth to ear”. Altho the
Majority of the members did not
study or have sufficient working
knowledge of Spanish, they were able
to take part in the work and parti-
cipate in the deliberations. To men-
tion a few, the late Bros. Miguel Jar-
diel, Jose V. Buenaventura, Zacarias
Rimando, and other brethren, who
are still living, headed teams or took
major part in the conferring of de:
grees — in Spanish. They were able
to retain in their hearts and minds
what were taught them “from mouth
to ear”, because ‘‘time; patience and
perseverance will . accomplish all
things.”

To assist the Lodge in improving
the ritualistic work, Malolos Lodge,
our Mother Lodge, exemplified the
third degree on September 30 and
November 29, 1920.

Also, on October 23, 1926, Biak-na-
bato Lodge No. 7, in full Masonic
regalia, conferred the sublime degree
of Master Mason upon Bro. Mariano
Q. Tinio, who is now Past Grand
Master.

During the Masonic Year 1941, the
Worshipful Master was the late Wor.
Bro. Romualdo F. Vijandre. The
last World War broke out on De-
cember 8, 1941. The officers, there-
fore, who had been elected barely
twelve hours before, could not be
installed.  Consequently, the affairs

Turn to next page
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of the Lodge had to continue under
the stewardship of the old officers.

The ruthlessness of the enemy and
“devastations of war” did not weaken
the hearts of the brethren. They con-
tinued in their labors by practicing
the tenets of Masonry. They contri-
buted and cooperated with the un-
derground movement and supported
in their own little way the distressed
and the needy. Marked assistance
was rendered to the Filipino and
American prisoners of war in Caba-
natuan and Bongabon. That was in
1942,

The province of Nueva Ecija was
liberated from the enemy on Feb-
ruary 1, 1945. The Worshipful Mas-
ter, Bro. Vijandre, mobilized all Ma-
sonic forces to reorganize the Lodge.
As all paraphernalia had been des-
troyed, Bro. Vijandre gathered alu-
minum parts from destroyed air
planes and converted them into of-
ficers’ jewels. Even empty shells
were used for stands of the rods and
candlesticks. These salvaged war ma-
terials are still being used.

The Lodge having been duly re-
organized, the following officers, who
were elected on December 7, 1941,
were 1nstalled in their respective of-
fices on May 5, 1945, with Wor. Bro.
Gregorio D. Robles and Wor. Bro.
Pedro Medina as Installing Officer
and Master of Ceremonies, respec-
tively.

Antonio B. Manalo, Worshipful
Master; Mariano Sta. Romana, Senior
Warden; Miguel Jardiel, Junior
Warden: and Jose N. Carlos, Treas
urer.

Bro. Narciso J. Martinez, who was
duly elected Secretary, could not be
installed because he was stranded
in the Cagayan Valley at that time.
Bro. Deogracias E. Lerma was ap-
pointed Acting Secretary.

Upon return of Bro. Martinez, la-
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ter, he was installed as Secretary.
This first set of officers after libera-
tion may be considered significant,
inasmuch as they had to revive the
spirit of Masonry which had become
apparently inactive as a result of the
enemy occupation.

With the destruction of the old
Masonic Temple by fire on Januar
14, 1945, the Lodge, as in the early
years of its foundation, was con-
fronted with the serious problem of
securing a suitable building. Afte:
exhaustive efforts and consideration,
the third floor of the old building,
on Sanciangco St., which had for-
merly housed the Lodge until the
completion of the old Masonic Tem-
ple in 1927, was rented.

In the meantime, plans had been
laid out by the officers from year
to year as to how the Temple could
be rebuilt. During the term of Wor.
Bro. Cesar E. Vergara, as Worship-
ful Master in the Masonic year 1950
and 1951, the Articles of Incorpora-
tion and By-Laws of the Cabanatu-
an Masonic Temple Association, Inc.
were reconstructed. Due to the diffi-
culties suffered by the brethren dur-
ing the war, however, it was decided
to wait for the proceeds of the war
damage claim of the Association.

It was during the term of the late
Wor. Bro. Felipe M. Sinaguinan, as
Worshipful Master in the Masonic
year 1952 and 1953, that the con-
struction of the new Masonic Temple
was begun. The cornerstone of the
building was laid by Most Wor. Syd-
ney M. Austin, Grand Master, on
September 4, 1952, in connection
with the celebration of the thirty-
third anniversary of this Lodge. A
Contract having been entered into
between the Corporation and Bro.
Joaquin  Maniego, of Memorial
Lodge No. 90, as contractor, the
work on the building was begun im-
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mediately thereafter. As of the end community, charity, civic, and social
of the term of Bro. Sinaguinan in  services. The Lodge has been con-
1953, the building was about 90% tributing out of its meager resources
completed. to the cause of humanity, while its
On March 20, 1954, when the latc  members are either active officers or
Wor. Bro. Jose No. Carlos was Wor-  supporters or contributors to chari-
shipful Master, the new Masonic table, social and civic movements and
Temple was dedicated by Most Wor.  gre giving much of themselves to
Mauro Baradi, Grand Master, and help and support the distressed and
the officers and members of the e needy.
Grand Lodge. This Lodge has produced eminent
This Lodge has been the nucleus  nracons To mention a living few,
of Freemasonry in Nueva Ecija and, (. have Most Wor. Vicente Orosa
we may say, in northern Luzon. Some 4 arooe Wor. Mariano Q. Tiaio,
of its charter members founded Nue- b were Grand Masters during the
v R Ride Non w00 TR0 Lally  wpoemije years 1957-58 and 1967-68,
Memorwl Lodge No. 90 was organ- respectively. We also have Most Wor.
ized. Then, on Fe'bruary .10, 1962, Clifford Cl. Bennet, who was Grand
under the sponsorship of this Lodge, Master in 1950-51. Bro. Bennet, of

Gen. Llanera Memorial Lodge No. ; 5 n
i : : - Service Lodge No. 95, affiliated with
168 was given Dispensation. General this Lodge, as a dual member, on

Manuel Tinio Lodge No. 167 was ‘
founded by the members of Nueva June 18, 1938. There are also othes

Ecija Lodge No. 73. Most Wor. members whq are leaders in' Masonic,
Pedro M. Gimenez. Grand Master. charitable, civic, and social move-
and the officers and members of the MeNts. )

Grand Lodge, constituted Gen. Lla- Cabanat'uan L.odge No. 53 ha§ (lor}fz
nera Memorial Lodge on May 18, its part with Pnd.e and honor in dif-
and Gen. Manuel Tinio Lodge No. fusing the principles and tenets of
167 on June 22, 1965. The last and Freemasonry. It has passed over
sixth Lodge organized in this pro- “rough and rugged” r@ds. And,. un-
vince is Narra No. 171. It was gran- like “a stone wasted in the ficlds
ted Dispensation on August 22, 1963, without becoming a part .of' any edi-
and constituted on July 18, 1964, by fice”, as Rizal depicts in his 1mmort_a!
Most Wor. Charless Mosebrook, El Filibusterismo, every year of its
Grand Master.  These six Lodges lifetime has become the boulders that

comprise Masonic District No. 6. mark the milestone of the accom-
Cabanatuan Lodge No. 53 and its  plishments of “our ancient and hon-
members have involved themselves in - orable Fraternity.” A

* % ow
EDITORIAL

Sammy would rather be defeated in the cause that shall finally triumph
than triumph in a cause that shall finally be defeated.

The new year is as good a time as any to look back at the past and
into the future. But let each passing day of 1970 be a day of introspection
and rededication. Let us avoid the remembrance of waiting until the final

day of 1970 to set ourselves right with our God and with our brother
Masons. VAN

From page 2
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" GRAVEL & SAND

wrapped as they arrived and during
the first week of December they
were in the mails. Lvents that hap-
pen after deadline are gathered and
written up for the next issucs,

* * *

From page 13

Last month we were told in public
that two brethren had not received
even one issue of The Cabletow for
a year and a hall. Wow! we wished
we had been turned into a flea so
we could flee. Upon arrival in the
office, we checked and found that
The Cabletow was being sent to the
hometowns of the two brethren in
the States!

The trouble with The Cabletow
is that it does not act like a cabletow
tied around the neck, arm or mid-
dle of each Master Mason. It can
go only to the place where the Mas-
ter Mason and/or his Lodge Secre-
tary wants us to send it!

* * * *

The brethren and their ladies ol
Maranaw Lodge No. 111, are busy
setting up an Eastern Star chapter
in Iligan City. They have signed
the petition for dispensation, raised
the necessary fees for the same and
Sis. Rabor, who like her husband,
Bro. Dioscoro Rabor, teaches at Min-
danao State University, went to Ma-
nila to present the petition through
Sis. Alice Bellis, Special Deputy of
the Most Worthy Grand Matron in
the Philippines, Guam and Okina-
wa. Sis. & Bro. Rabor are members
of Josefa Llanes Escoda Chapter No.
10 in Dumaguete City. The Du-
maguete  Chapter has  willingly
agreed to sponsor the new unit and
promised to make trips to Iligan
City to train the new members
should they be given the dispensa-
tion to form a chapter therc. A

LI S
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TALATALA . . .

in a “lucrative” position, who in a
short time accumulated wealth, let
us not be in .haste in enlisting in
our Fraternity, men who were not
thoroughly prepared in their hearts
— men who were not thoroughly
screened before their admission in-
to the Fraternity, as to eventually
become liabilities, to the utter dis-
appointment of our respectable
members. While it may appear
heart-warming in the beginning, to
see a sudden increase in our mem-
bership, it would be more discreet
on our part to consider that in the
building of KST, only perfect ash-
lars were used, for if the rough ash-
lars were also included therein, they
would not have fitted with exact
nicety, thereby adversely affecting
the strength and beauty of that
sacred edifice.

As the old year gave way to the
new, let us each look back at his
past, and try to inquire individual-
ly: Am 1 an asset or a liability to
the Craft? Each one has his own
honest answer to this intriguing
question, and understands what kind
of Masonry he makes. Should any-
one feel that he is a liability to the
organization, but has enough means,
courage and fortitude to make
amends, it is now time, that he
should endeavor to vindicate his dig-
nity as a man and honor as a Ma-
son, otherwise, it would be for our
best interest to find ways and means
within the framework of our Ma-
sonic Law, to do away with him, if
only to minimize the liabilities of
our organization. Only then, can
our Fraternity expect that our net
profit, if any, is well preserved in
our keeping. Today, the signs are
clear, it is time for SELF-REASSESS-
MENT. A

From page 12
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ANTONIO . . .

ing—of my father—was taken from
verse 13 of II Chronicles — of Hu-
ram my father’s. Hiram Abif was
an architect, a stonemason, a work-
er in brass, a very skilled worker.
He stands forth in full and clear
character, free of linguistic confu-
sion and uncertainties of translation,
as a symbolic, ritualistic, or allego-
rical being. He is purely a Masonic
creation and given the rank of
Grand Master. As one of the three
Grand Masters during the time of
King Solomon and King Hiram of
Tyre, Hiram Abif occupies the sta-
tion on the south side of the lodge.
He represents the pillar of beauty.
He was commissioned by King Solo-
mon to construct the Temple from
the very beginning. He drew designs
on the trestle board and gave in-
structions to the workmen. He made
daily visits to the different parts of
the Temple under construction to
find out if the work was right and
to give orders where improvement
should be done. It was on one of
his daily visits where he met his
tragedy. That was how the WORD
was lost,

The Legend

The Hiramic legend bears evid-
ence of Masonic origin sometime
between 1723 and 1730. The three
gates represented the three principal
stations in the lodge. None but
Freemasons would have any objec-
tive in employing the three gates.
There is no other society that would
attach so much importance to the
possession of the WORD and no
other would use the Holy of Holies
for very special purpose:

There were many variations as to
the source of this legend. As it
passed from country to country the
motif was ever the same and they

From page 10
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- the good of man.

were all derived directly or indirect-
ly from the old Osirian passion-play
in Egypt. Osiris, in the Egyptian
mythology, was the chief god of the
underworld and husband of Isis. He
was Lord of the Nile, the Spirit of
vegetable life, a benign father. To-
gether with Isis they labored for
He was slain by
Set his brother. Set represented the
Evil that always haunts the Good.
Osiris’s body was placed in a chest
and {lung into the Nile, The chest
was carried out to sea as far as Byb-
los in Syria where it lodged against
a shrub of arica or tamarisk, like an
acacia tree. Owing to the virtue of
the body, the shrub, at its touch,
grew up into a tree. The King of
that country cut the tree which hid
the chest in its bosom and made
from it a column in his palace. Isis
led by a vision came to Byblos,
made herself known, and asked for
the column. Hence the picture of
her weeping over a broken column.
Horus (son of Osiris and Isis), God
of Time, stands behind her pouring
ambrosia on her hair. She took the
body back to Egypt, to the City of
Bouto. Set found the chest and re-
cognized the body of Osiris, mangled
it and scattered it beyond recogni-
tion. Isis then searched for the bedy
piece by piece and gave it a decent
internment. Horus then went in
solemn procession to the grave of
his father, opened it, and called Osi-
ris to rise. Osiris awakes, and by the
aid of the strong grip of the lion-
god he gains control of his body and
15 lifted to life,

The drama is an appropriate one
to make a stirring ritualistic cere-
mony. The origin of the legend and
the identity of Hiram Abif, gave
purpose and meaning to the Maso-
nic ceremony.  It, of course has no-
thing to do with immortality, f{or

Turn to page 27
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Pitak Pilepino

Ni Kap. AGUSTIN L. GALANG, NIG (17)

NALALAMAN BA NINYO NA:

Si Confusius, ang dakilang piloso-
pong Insik, ay hindi nagtatag ng
anomang Simbahan o Relihyon. Wa-
la siyang mga disipulo, apostoles, o
misionero. Ang kanya lamang gina-
wa'y humalaw, at gumawa ng ilang
aklat na nagmula sa mga nalikom
niyang matatandang kasulatan. Di-
to'y itinuturo niya na mayroong
tumpak o tamang paraan ng pagga-
wa ng anomang bagay. Iniatas niya
sa lahat ng kanyang mga kapanalig,
na hanapin ang tama’t makataru-
ngang tuntunin, at isakatuparan ito
sa lahat ng oras at pagkakataon. Ga-
yundin ipinangaral niya sa lahat ng
tao na tupdin ang aral ng Ginintu-
ang Alituntunin na: “Huwag gaga-
win sa kapuwa, yaong hindi nila ibig
na gawin din sa kanila.”

* * *

Ang diwa (spirit) ng kalayaan
(liberty) ay ang masidhing pagsisi-
kap na matalos at igalang ang mga
karapatan ng ibang tao. Ang diwa
ng kalayaan, ay ang tapat na pagsa-
sa-alang-alang ng kahalagahan ng
pagkatao ng bawa’t nilalang. Ngu-
nit ang pinakatampok na ispiritu ng
libertad ay ang Diwa NIYA, na ma-
lapit nang magdadalawang libong ta-
on ang nakaraan, ay itinuro sa Sang-
katauhan, ang isang Katotohanan o
aralin na hindi nito matutuhan, su-
balit sa kaibuturan ng kanilang isip
ay di naman malimut-limutan: Na
sa dako paroon ay mayroong isang
Kaharian, na kung saan, ang pina-
kadukha ay kinakalinga’t dinadakila,
kasama at kahalobilo ng mga maka-
pangyarihan at mga maharlika.
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Ang pinakamalungkot na trahedya
(tragedy) o kasindak-sindak na pang-
yayari sa buhay, ay magpabayang
mamatay sa loob, ang mga dakila at
mahahalagang panukala, samanta-
lang ang tao ay nabubuhay. Sa isang
dako naman, ay lalong nakapanglu-
lupaypay at nakamamatay ng sigla
ng loob (enthusiasm) kung ang isang
maylakas ng loob ay ihayag ang ma-
gigiting na patakaran, upang lamang
yurakan at siilin ng mga nalalango
sa” kapangyarihan o diktador. Alin
kaya sa dalawa ang ating pipiliin?

Ang ikalawang Antas (Fellow-
craft Degree) ay sagisag ng pagha-
handa sa buhay. Ang pangunahin
niyang salita (keyword) ay Paggawa.
Ang kandidato’y iniwawangis sa i-
sang bagong tao na naglalakbay u-
pang humanap ng kapalaran sa bu-
hay. Ang pinakadakila niyang la-
yunin ay ang pagpapaunlad sa sa-
rili. Ang alegorya ay naglalahad ng
magandang aral na upang magtagum-
pay sa pagtuklas ng Katotohanan,
ang naghahanap ay kailangang sa-
nayin sa malalayang sining at sien-
siya. Ang ipinaaasam na ganting-
pala sa pagtitiyaga’t katapatan ay
ang pagsulong sa kabatiran at pag-
kamaginoo ng kaugalian. Ang pag-
tatamo ng mahahalagang karunu-
ngan at pansariling disiplina ay lub-
hang kailangan.

Ang kaunlaran at ang kabatiran
ay gabay sa pagsalunga simula sa
mababa hanggang sa tugatog ng ma-
taas na lipunan. Ito ay makakam-
tan lamang sa pamamagitan ng sa-
riling pagsisikap at sa tulong ng
Maykapal. Ang mga katangiang ito
ay buong dingal na inilalarawan ng
Paikot na Hagdanan (winding stairs)
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na inisa-isang baytang na inakyatan,
at ang pitong masaganang sining at
siyensya na doon ay paksa ng pana-
yam, ay inaasahang, nagtanim sa isip
ng di pangkaraniwang karunungan
at mga banal na aral.

* * »

Sinabi ni Joseph F. Newton, na
ang Masoneria ay isang gabundok na
mina, na ang mga nagkikislapang
hiyas ng katotohanan ay nakakasiiaw
sa mga matang wala pang karana-
san. Ang makikinang na batong ito
ay kailangang tibagin at tabasin o
ang kahalagahan ay hubugin sa hul-
mahan sa ngayon, at ipaliwanag ang
mga hiwaga ng bawa’t tapyas sa mga
bago at laluna sa mga matatandang
Mason na walang nalalaman sa Ma-
soneria maliban sa munting bahagi
ng Ritual, pagkat ni ang Lohiya'y
salat na salat sa mga aklat na, ang
may mga kusa, ay dapat panaliksi-
kan.

* * *®

PADUA . ..

na in order to achieve prosperity
and thus attain salvation.

This explains, partly at least, why
countries, where the spirit of Cal-
vinism prevails, are generally more
prosperous than those lacking that

From page 7

spirit of work-and-work-and-more-

work. A
- * *

ANTONIO . .. From page 25

who ever heard of reinterring a re-

surrected person?  What would be

the sense of resurrection if it were

to be followed by reinterment? A
* * *

CARRY ON!

Anyone can carry his burden, how-
ever hard, until nightfall. Anyone can
do his work, however hard, for one day.
Anyone can live sweetly, patiently,
lovingly, purely, till the sun goes down.
And this is all that life really means.

—Robert Louis Stevenson.
* * »

JANUARY, 1970

Hciscellany. ..

On December 7, 1969, MW Manuel
M. Crudo, Grand Master and Exec-
utive Officer of the Supreme Coun-
cil, Order of DeMolay, accompanied
by WB N. B. Melocoton, Chairman
of the Youth Committee of the
Grand Lodge, motored to Olongapo
City for awarding DeMolay honors
to two DeMolays and Mayor Amelia
J. Gordon. (More on this in the
next issue.) He reminded the De-
Molays and sponsoring Masonic bo-
dies of the city to send as many
delegates to the Second Far East con-
clave of DeMolays to be held in Ma-
nila sometime in June 1970.

* * * *

On December 13, 1969, MW Cru-
do and MW Munarriz flew to Ba-
guio to be present at the Masonic
District Convention of Masonic Dis-
trict No. 5 held in Baguio with Ba-
guio Lodge No. 67 as host Lodge.
Lodges comprising the district are:
Baguio Lodge No. 67 at Baguio City,
Union Lodge No. 70 at San Fernan-
do, La Union, Bontok Lodge No.
140 at Bontoc, Mt. Province, Siete
Martires Lodge No. 177 at Balaoan,
La Union, VW Castor Concepcion
is District Deputy Grand Master of
the district.

* #* * #*

On December 15, 1969, RW Edgar
L. Shepley, Deputy Grand Master,
was guest speaker at the installation
of officers of Leonard Wood Lodge
No. 105 at Clark Field. He was ac-
companied there by RW Damaso
Tria and MW Esteban Munarriz.

* * #* *

On December 18, 1969, MW Cru-
do and Bro. Justice Calixto O. Zal-
divar, Master-elect of Bagumba-
yan Lodge No. 4, flew to Iloilo City
to be present at the first anniversary

Turn to page 30
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The Yonk Rite Page

The Cavite York Rite Bodies,
with the cooperation of Cavite
Lodge No. 2, made Christmas a big-
ger and happier one for Cavite in-
digents just a week back. Whereas
in Christmas 1968 they distributed
100 bayongs of rice and foodstuffs,
in Christmas 1969, they did them-
selves better by distributing 600 ba-
yongs. For this project last week, the
Cavite York Rite Masons appro-
priated ¥3,000.00, well ahead of the
£500.00 they spent in Christmas
1968.

o* * * *

The Olongapo York Rite Bodies,
comprised of Subic Bay Chapter No.
17, RAM; Cosmos Council No. 2,
RSM; and Asian Commandery No.
2, KT, are out to outdo themselves

* *

'jamano (5

c?snatot

On January 1, 1970, speaking at
the installation of officers of Luzon
Lodge No. 57, Bro. Mamintal Ta-
mano, a new member of the Senate
of the Philippines, suggested to the
brethren and others present that
more than ever, the need of the
new decade of the seventies is for
Masons to rededicate themselves to
the practice of the tenets of Free-
masonry. Senator Tamano affirmed
his oath as a Mason and as a Sena-
tor, saying that in the performance
of his duties, he will be guided main-
ly by the spirit of service to his bre-
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NBM
in 1970. In an interview with WB
Santos, he informed this reporter

that in addition to the usual ceremo-

nials, they have activities lined up

for the new year which will make

heads turn to York Rite Masonry.
* * * ¥*

In Cavite City at the time of their
stated meeting, WB. Dick Herrera,
who rendered his report to the bre-
thren, revealed that their York Rite
Bodies have been active in their
Masonic  projects.  For instance,
Cavite Commandery No. 7, KT, put
in #400.00 last vear to aid Cavite
Lodge No. 2 in its program of send-
ing ten students, poor but deserving,
to the Cavite National High School.
Next year, they expect to send more.

Ja
* *

Jnstallation guzdt

thren and all the citizens of our Re-
public regardless of their creed,
color, or station in life.

Senator and Bro. Tamano called
in his audience to help the present
administration in its program of
government geared to the progress
of the common man. At the same
time, he cautioned the people to be
willing to sacrifice for the benefit
of all if progress is to be pursued.

Bro. Tamano is member of Mara-
naw Lodge No. 111 and of Quezon
City Bodies, AASR. A
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DEMOLAY

JOB’S DAUGHTERS

Utk Own Young Ones

RAINBOW

The Graciano Lopez Jaena Chap-
ter of DeMolay paid their last tri-
bute to the late brother, Quintin
Pericles Franco, Jr., in a funeral
ceremony held by the chapter at Ba-
lantang Cemetery, where the body
was interred, October 12, 1969.

Quintin Franco, Jr., 20 years old
and a DeMolay was mistakenly stab-
bed to death by a certain person
identified as an engineering student
of Western Institute of Technology.
He was stabbed
leaving a canteen in front of Cen-
tral Philippine University on the
night of October 5. He was mis-
taken as an enemy by the Kkiller
who. with his two companions, were
said to have engaged in a rumble
earlier that night and were drunk.

Together with the family and the
members of the Graciano Lopez
Jaena Chapter who mourned the
passing away of Pericles, were the
faculty and the studentry of Central
Philippine University, where he was
known as a Christian leader and a
scholar. He was corps commander
of the C. P. U. ROTC unit which
took the first place among the
ROTC units in the whole III Mili-
tary Area and which won a trophy
in the year 1968-69.

He was conferred his Bachelor of
Arts degree with major in history
and ininor in political science (cum
laude) in April 1969 at C. P. U.

JANUARY, 1970

at the back while

He finished the four-year advanced
course as required by the Philippine
Army and earned the rank of P2d
Lieutenant. At the time of his
death he was ROTC instructor and
a part time History instructor at
CPU, and an organist of the Gra-
ciano Lopez Jaena Chapter. He
was about to leave for Australia for
further military training as scholar
of the Philippine Army and was sup-
posed to proceed to the United
States to earn his Master's degree
as a Fulbright scholar.

Pericles left behind his parents,
Prof. and Mrs. Quintin Franco, Sr.,
a 32nd degree Mason and a mem-
ber of the Iloilo Acacia Lodge No.
11 of Iloilo, a brother and a sister.

The chapter held an installation
of new officers at the Masonic Tem-
ple, Iloilo City to coincide with the
burial of a late and worthy brother,
October 12, night. The gavel was
presented to Reginito Perania, in-
coming Master Councilor by Mel-
ven Sustento, the outgoing M. C.
An address was given by Dr. Rex
D. Drilon, president of Central
Philippine University. Other digni-
taries present were: Justice Calixto
Zaldivar, V.W, Valerio Rovira, Dad
Federico Gallano, Dad Ponciano
Leonidas, Dad Gil Octaviano, Dad
Teofilo Marte, Dad Olimpio Magat,
Dad Frank Jison, Mom Rovira and

Turn to next page
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other Masons, guests and parents.
The ceremony was ended with the
closing remarks given by Dad
Manuel O. Obligacion, who is the
Chairman of the chapter’s Advisory
Council. Gideon D. Regalado

At Clark Field in Pampanga, Leo-
nard Wood Lodge No. 105 and Mt.
Arayat Chapter, Order of the East-
ern Star, have intensified their youth
work. They have the Far East
Chapter of the Order of DecMolay
and the Clark Field Assembly of
Rainbow for Girls. Bro. Dodson is
Chairman of the Advisory Council
of the DeMolay chapter of which
Bro. Ross Gary is Chapter Advisor.
On November 8, 1969, the DeMolay
boys went to Guimba, Nueva Ecija
and initiated 19 new members for
the Dimas Alang Chapter, Order of
DeMolay, in that town. On Novem-
ber 15, 1969, the Dimas Alang boys
came to Clark Field to be present
at the initiatory ceremonies which
the boys of Far East chapter de-
monstrated for the benefit of the
Masons in attendance at the Ma-
sonic Disttrict Convention of District
No. 7.

Bro. James Annas, new Master
of Leonard Wood Lodge, is chair-
man of the Advisory Council and
Sis. Annas is Mother Advisor of the
Clark Field Assembly of Rainbow
Girls. Both are members and offi-
cers ¢f Mt. Arayat Chapter No. 11
of the Eastern Star. The Rainbow
girls are not only proficient in their
ritualistic work; they are just as ac-
tive in fund raising for their charity
work. They have bake sales and
sometimes car wash to raise funds.

The Jobies of Bethel No. 3, Du-
maguete City under the leadership
of Sis. Licitrel Kiamco, Honored

Queen, held a rummage sale on
November 22, 1969 out of which
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they raised P85.60 which they used
for their charity work last December.
The girls had an interesting time
asking for salable odds and ends
from their Dads and Moms weeks
and days before the eventful day
and when the day came, they had
an exciting time selling what they
had collected. People in the com-
mumty hurried to the Mt. Kaladias
Masonic Temple and in no time,
the sisters had sold all their items. A

O T

MISCELLANY . . From page 27

celebration of Graciano Lopez Jaena
Chapter, Order of DeMolay, in that
city. Justice Zaldivar was guest
speaker at the ceremonies. MW
Crudo, Grand Master and Executive
Officer of the Supreme Council for
the Philippines, Guam and Okinawa
of DeMolay, gave the closing re-
marks.
¥ * * *

On December 21, 1969, MW Cru-
do flew to Bacolod City for the cere-
monies of institution of Frank S§.
Land Memorial Chapter, Order of
DeMolay, in that city. A new enthu-
siasm was apparent among the Ma-
sonic brethren of Kanlaon Lodge No.
64, sponsors of the chapter. It will
be recalled that a chapter was or-
ganized there in 1949 by the late
MW Mike Goidenberg, Grand Mas-
ter and Executive Officer of DeMolay
for the Philippines, Japan, Guam
and Okinawa. At the time of its or-
ganization, among the charter mem-
bers is Rafael Salas, former Execu-
tive Secretary of President Marcos.

DeMolay brethren frem Leon Ki-
lat Chapter in Dumaguete City went
there to help in the institution
particularly in the ceremonies of
initiation of the new members of the
Bacolod chapter.

* % % =

We read with interest the recent
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Lord, as we labor in this house today,

Enter every heart, enfold us in Thy Mighty Power;
Qur souls impure; cleanse each one, we pray,

Never allow a selfish scheme to nestle here.

Assure a distressed brother that he prays not in vain;
Rebuild his courage with Truth in Thy Redeeming Love,
Direct our weary feet to those afflicted and in pain.

Where a widow and orphans weep beside a well-earned grave,
On lofty heights, let Thy Creatures’ dreams abide;

On Lambskins white, may golden deeds be seen;

Design Thy Trestleboard simply that we may understand;

F & A M —For All Masons seek favor in Thy Perfect Lodge in Heaven.

o=

inauguration of a new city, San Jose
City mn Nueva Ecija. It is where
Narra Lodge No. 171 is located.
Among the city officials appointed
by the President of the Phuippines

is Bro. Dominador Vigilia, «city
schools superintendent.
* * * *
THE GRAND LODGE
On December 1, 1969, the ten

Lodges in Cavite Province held its
Masonic District Convention in Bi-
nakayan, Kawit, Cavite, with Primera
Luz Filipina Lodge No. 69 as host
Lodge. For years the convention of
Cavite Lodges had been held on
Bonifacio Day, November 30, of each
year. In 1969, Bonifacio Day having
fallen on a Sunday, the convention
was held on Dec. 1, the day after
Bonifacio Day. Lodges comprising
the district are: Cavite Lodge No. 2,
Cavite City; Pilar Pilar Lodge No.
15, Imus; Bagong Buhay Lodge No.
17, Cavite City; Aguinaldo Memo-
rial Lodge No. 81, Kawit; Mount

JANUARY, 1970

Edgardo A. Ramos, PM
Leonard Wood Lodge #105

*

Mainam Lodge No. 49, Naic; Pin-
tong Bato Lodge No. 51, Bacoor;
Primera Luz Fiupina Lodge No. 69,
Binakayan, Kawit; Bagong Ilaw
Lodge No. 97, Noveleta; Indang
Lodge No. 115, Indang; and Tagay-
tay Lodge No. 165, Tagaytay City.
VW Eliseo David is District Deputy
Grand Master there.

The Grand Master, MW Crudo,
who is from Cavite, was particularly
proud of the manner in which the
convention was conducted. A large

attendance was noted.
* * * E

On December 5, 1969, RW Dama-
so Tria; MW Esteban Munarriz, and
VW Hermogenes Oliveros motored to
Calauag, Quezon Province to attend
the Masonic District Convention of
Masonic District No. 12 held in that
town. The Grand Lodge party spent
the night at Gumaca and the follow-
ing morning continued to Calauag
for the convention: The Lodges

Turn to next page
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comprising the - district are: Rizal A BETTER WORLD

Lodge No. 20 at Lopez, Balintawak And how to build a better world?

. 9 imaca: Kalilava Well, not by chart or plan,
Lodge No. 28 at Gumaca; Kalilayan Unless we start to teach the boy

Lodge No. 37 at Lucena; Tayabas To be a better man.
Lodge No. 43 at Tayabas and Plari- For all our dreams of mnobler things
del Lodge No. 75 at Calauag. VW. Will meet fhe same old fate,
s < . Unless we turn to fellowship,
Luis E. Makayan is District Deputy And do away with hate.
Grand Master of the District. —Edgar A. Guest
* % ¥

ON BEING EDUCATED

An educated man is not one whose memory is trained to carry a few

dates in history — he is one who can accomplish things. A man who
cannot think is not an educated man, however many college degrees he
has acquired. Thinking is the hardest work anyone can do — which is

probably the reason why we have so few thinkers. There are two cx-
tremes to be avoided: one is the contempt toward education, the other is
the tragic snobbery of assumming that marching through an educational
system is a sure cure for ignorance and mediocrity.

You cannot learn in any school what the world is going to do next
year, but you can learn some of the things which the world has tried to
do in former years, and where it failed and where it succeeded. If educa-
tion consisted in warning the young student away from some of the false
theories on which men have tried to build, so that he may be saved the
loss of time in finding out by bitter experience, its good would be un-
questioned.

—Bro. Henry Ford.
* * »

REVERENCE FOR THE PAST

It is to the everlasting credit of Freemasonry that it never breaks
with the past.

Masonry has a proud history. It is the history of men and of deeds,
but more, it is the story of the preservation of ideals, of truths, of spiritual
wisdom.

With all of our so-called changes that we witness today, including
the decline of moral standards, of attitudes which have little to commend
them except that they are different, the principles and teachings of Free-
masonry remain the strong bulwark of a nation’s greatness.

“To follow the crowd” is the easy way out, but it never solves the
problems of the day.

We should study the story of Freemasonry with extra interest today
because that history holds the answers to the multitude of problems with
which the world is confronted.

We boast of our modern means of communication, but are the people
actually receiving the basic and fundamental information which is most
worthy of constant repetition?

Ours is a sophisticated world, but we cannot afford to enter any new
era in time without The Light of the Past.

— Dewey H. Wollstein, PGM, 33°
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GRAND LODGE OFFICERS

Grand Master ........ ... ... ...
Deputy Grand Master ...............c.ccuuuu.... Ve s

Senior Grand Warden ..

Junior Grand Warden ................. ... ..
Gramd TreQsurer . s s v s o5 55 s 5 66 5 86 2 bun o re s ove oo
Grand Secretary ............ ... ...,
Assistant Grand Secretary ....... .......iiiiii..
Grand Chaplain ........... ... ... ' iuiinini. ..

Grand Orator ..........

Grand Marshal ........ .. .. ... .. .. .. ...
Grand Standard Bearer ............ ..............
Grand Sword Bearer wo.wsmswsse s ss s o s e s 5he s G s

Grand Bible Bearer
Senior Grand Lecturer ..

Junior Grand Lecturer .................ccccuuneniin.
Junior Grand Lecturer .. .o. s om oo s s s ams s s ms s
Junior Grand Lecturer ... ........... ... c.c'c.'uuu...
Junior Groand Lecturer .......c.ouoicmesmssssisin.ss
Senior Grand Deacon .................cccccuuio...
Junior Grand Deqeon . s es s o0 s w5 5558 5 8 555 busl 5 um b
Senior Grand Steward ............. ... .ccc.cuo...
Junior Grand Steward ................. 0. ...,
Cravd Pursuivant ............... ...
Crard Oroanist ..........o.eeuieineenenensnennnns
Grand Tyler .......... . .. .00,

BOA

i o

t ban Munarriz, PG

Cenon S. Cervantes, PGM, President

ir L. Shepley, DGM
so C. Tria, SGW

Manuel M. Crudo
Edgar L. Shepley
Damaso C. Tria
William C. Councell
Cenon S. Cervantes
Esteban Munarriz
Mateo D. Cipriano
Leon A. Vidallon
Teodoro V. Kalaw, Jr.
Ruperto Demonteverde
James L. Norris
George M. Reid

Jose Ma. Cajucom
Hermogenes P. Oliverocs
Juan Causing

Fred T. Guerrero
Mario F. Racela
Alejandrino A. Eusebio
Teotimo G. Juan
Bayani B. Ibarrola
Benjamin Gotamco
Salvador C. Aquino
Frank L. Jison

Angel Montes

Eulogio O. Nadal

RD FOR GENERAL PURPOSES

M, GS 12.

7. Jose C. Velo, PM

8. Charles S. Mosebrook, PGM
9. Raymond E. Wilmarth, PGM
10. Mariano Q. Tinio, PGM
11. William H. Quasha, PGM
Joseph E. Schon, PGM

REGIONAL GRAND LODGE OF THE RYUKYU ISLANDS

Glen A. Strong, Regional Grand Master

Kenneth A. Rotness, Regional Deputy Grand Master
Murray V. Harlan, Jr. Regional Senior Grand Warden
William P. Schwager, Regional Junior Grand Warden
Cleveland MecConnell, Regional Grand Treasurer
Wallace H. Morris, PRGM, Regional Grand Secretary

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS:

. ...Gregorio S. Lagumen
Valerio V. Rovira
Fidel C. Fernandez
Augusto P. Santos
Melquiades Varias
Isagani S. Bella
Jainal D. Rasul
John S. Homburg

. William MacDonald
William G. Kunkle
Rufino S. Roque, 5r.
Clemente M. Nava

District No. 1 Edgar L. Shepley District No. 13
District No. 2 Leon A. Banez, Jr. District No. 14 . ...
District No. 3 Sotero Torralba District No. 15 . ...
District No. 4 Dominador G. Ericta District No. 16 ....
District No. 5 C Z. Concepcion District No. 17 .. ..
District No. 6 s M. Ferrer District No, 18 . ...
District No. 7 ino P. Dysangco District No. 19 ....
District No. 8 rio P. Hebron District No. 20 ....
District No. 9 .... L N. Talatala District No. 21 ...
District No. 10 .... Eliseo P. David District No. 22 . ...
District No. 11 .... Ricardo C. Buenafe District No. 23 .. ..
District No. 12 .. .. Luis E. Makayan District No. 24 . ...
District No. 25 ....Aniceto Belisario
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THE MISSION OF MASONRY

Freemasonry is a system of thought, philo-
sophy and action that has been handed down
to us from the remotest part, the oldest and most
venerable of all human associations.

We know that Masonry does not exist to
combat any particular evil; to solve any special
problem; to advance any particular cult; or to
propagate any precise dogma in the world. It
is not for special fellowship, although that forms
a part of it. It is not constituted for the exer-
cise of benevolence only, although that occupies
no insignificant place, both in its precepts and
its practice. It teaches no philosophic school,
yet a profound philosophy permeates its system
of symbolism. It instructs in no special art, yet
in it all arts are honored. It has no religious
creed, yet religion forms its foundation and
crowns its pinnacles. It is the evolution and
growth of centuries and has received contribu-
tions from any diverse races and peoples.

The mission of Masonry is the building of
the ideal Temple and he is the frue Mason who
works true to the plan ‘ofthat temple. He has
to build himself and thereby contribute to the
building of humanity.
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