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Help The Lodge Master

Cooperation is one thing that is of great importance in
keeping a Masonic Lodge alive and s a worthwhile factor
in making a lodge « power for good in the
s . . . . .
community in which it is located.

. 3 5 ¢
While it may be true that one doesn’t }
quite come up to everyone’s ideal of what a |
- master should be, if such be the case, that is %
: ;
¢

0

)

$

¢

one good reason why he needs your help.
Remember, Brethren, that the master occu-
pies the seat of Awuthority only because you
elected him to that office, and he has «a
rightful clavm on every member’'s support.

A N A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A AN NN SIS A

Brethren, please refrain from grumbling and fault find- ¢
g, and lend every assistance in support of your master so ¢
long as he is honestly striving to promote the best interests |
of the lodge. Loyal cooperation will do more than anything
else to bring about the true feeling of real brotherhood among
both officers and members in any lodge. Having placed your
master in the highest position within the power of any lodge
to bestow, it is your duty to support him in all his laudable
undertakings.

St

Grand Master

D N



Eitorials: . . .

A PLEDGE: A CHALLENGE

Our Grand Master, Most Worshipful Brother Clinton F. Carlson
is close to the heels of his immediate predecessor. In his inaugural
address he stressed on the practical means whereby the philosophy of
“MUore Masonry among Masons and more Men in Masonry” could
Le realized. Of course, he reminded all that such a subject is not only
hroad as it has many branches, but difficult to follow them all, for
they may mean brotherly love to some, veliecf of the poor and the
distressed to others and it may mean Truth and the carrying out of
wasonic ideals and philosophy to the rest.

The Grand Mastey then singled ont Charity and Loving Kindness
wnd picked out a Masonic project or rather a going concern of the
fraternity as the Masonic Hospital for Crippled Children. To us there
is no better authority on the matter as Most Worshipful Brother
Carlson. For many years now, dating back as far as the pre-war
days, he has devoted his attention to this humanitarian project and
more partielarly in the matter of the finances of the hospital. He
has discharged the difficult duties of a Treasurer, a position which
's charged not only to keep and/or disburse money but more parti-
cularly to raise funds to make the hospital « going concern. Amnd this
is not an easy job to handle. He is compelled to appeal not only to all
the subordinate lodges but to individual Masons as well. And, in his
desire to ’))‘I./){/ home the bacon, he reminds the hrethren thus —

“To most of us this means the contribution of funds to support
the Masonic Hospital for Crippled Children, the only organized
masonic charity program we have in this Grand Jurisdiction
and as charity is the cardinal principle of our order, certainly
then the brethren should wholeheartedly support this most
worthy cause. But why do I stress charity to crippled children
more than to adults, simply because a child deformed, becomes
crippled through accident, or crippled as « result of polio and
with parents too poor to take corrective measures, 1s doomed to
« life of helplessness. A child in such condition is not able to go
to school, take part in usual childhood activities and faces the
bleak prospect of growing to adulthood a burden to his family
or a public charge.”

Brethren, our Most Worshipful Grand Master has spoken. He
has made a solemn pledge. To each and every one of us comes the
challenge. We feel that remembering our solemn obligation and fulfill-
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ing it, we will not fail these helpless kids; we will not be remiss in
o> duties; we will have demonstrated ourselves as loyal and true.
Then, the profane will better understand what we are and what our

Viererable fraternity is working for. —JER

A~~~

Our CoVer

{
. Philippines for two terms,é
¢ 1916-17 and 1917-18. HO%
¢ is now Dean of livingg
¢ Past Grand Masters of)
this  Grand Jurisdiction.;
' He is the fourth in the?
¢ line, his illustrious prede-
; cesscrs  have long laid
idown their working tools. |
; His term of office was
! characterized by the join- |
élng of Filipino Masons .
who were led by Most .
Worshipful Bro. Manuel
L. Quezon the newly or-
ganized Grand Lodge,
'F. & AM of the Philip-
pine Islands (now known |
as Grand Lodge, F. & AM
¢ of the Philippines).

Today, Most Wor. Bro.
; Taylor is still very much
active in business.  His
present address is 68 Post ¢
St., Room 629, San Fran-
cisco, California. We wish
§ to recall that he visited us
S here in Manila with Ladys
Taylor in 1952. He also
spoke before a gathering
of Masons at the time.
Our elders who heard him 5
then say that our Past}
¢ Grand Master who is af-g
{ fectionately callec “Bill”’
is still the same fighting;
Mason of the years 1916—§
1918. ¢
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§
—Jose E. Racela, Edi!or.§

A

N~~~

000——
A WISE COUNSEL

In his @inual message, in February 1.2,
1917, Most Worshipful William Hendrick-
son Taylor, Grand Master, counseled the
members of the fraternity in this wise:

“And now, brethren, as the time draws
near when I must lay down the gavel let
me impress upon you the need we, each
and every one, have of giving the young
Masteir Mason all the light we ean, that
he may speedily realize in what « noble
work he is engaged. He cannot become «
nowerr unless he has knowledge. The Na-
tional Masonic Research Society is do-
g « splendid work and filling a long-
left want. See that a copy of the “Build-
13" is put in the hands of every Mason
yoi raise this year. Hand him the latest
number of the National Masonic Research
Society Magazine and endeavour to secure
his application for membership. For by
so doing you will be playing the part of
a real masonic friend.”

‘"

rx a1 am not a poet nothing but
a plain business man whose Masonry as
he interprests it means “be good, do good
make good.”
The injunction given by Most Worshipful
Taylor almost four decades ago is more im-
perative today. We notice that there is lax-
ity towards helping the neophyte in ac-
quainting him with what we call the vitals
of the institution. There are instances when
the newly obligated MM is not even provid-
ed with the rituals which are very essential
to him. Also, after his raising he loses his
tutor. These are instances of pure negli-
gence.  They should be corrected for the
benefit of the member and to better propa-
(Continued on page 87)
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GRAND LODGE OF F. & A. M. OF THE PHLIPPINES
PLARIDEL MASONIC TEMPLE

1440 San Marcelino
Manila, Philippines

September 26, 1956

TO ALL LODGES:

Supplementing the circular letter issued by Most Worshipful Bro-
ther Camilo Osias, President, Masonic Heroes Memorial Temple Asso-
ciation, we wish to inform you and the brethren of your lodge that
the Eastern Festival or Carnival that had been proposed to be held
‘n the early part of this year has been definitely cancelled. As this
decision has been made, the Grand Lodge desires to refund to every
lodge or brother such funds as were forwarded to the Grand Lodge.
These returned funds are to be returned to the ticket purchasers.

This must be done as soon as possible. If by any chance the pur-
chasers cannot be located, the amount of money equal to that belonging
to the unknown purchaser must be set up in lodge books as an account
payvable and held on the lodge hooks for such period of time as required
by Philippine Laws for moneys held in trust where addresses of pur-
chasers are unknown.

In the meantime, the Grand Lodge desires to publish in the local
papers a notice that this money is to be refunded to purchasers so that
our notice becomes public knowledge and that we intend to reimburse
all ticket holders who present counterpart tickets thereby fulfilling
our legal obligations to endeavour to return money that has been col-
lected.

This matter is of utmost importance and we ask that the import
of this letter be carried out without delay.

Fraternally vours,

(Sgd.) C. F. CARLSON
Grand Master
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Contribute To The Destitute Old ﬂge Brethren, Widows
And Orphans Benevolent Fund

An Urgent Appeal !

Grand Lodge of the Philippines
COMMITTEE ON CHARITY
1440 San Marcelino, Manila
Dear Brother:

We are taking this opportunity of starting a Benevolent Fund under
the Charity Committee of this Grand Lodge for the purpose of raising
enough funds to care of our destitute old age brethren or those in
need, also Widows and Orphans, as much as we can, specially in time
of emergency or calamity in this unsettled world.

We are specially appealing to you as a Mason and as an active
member of your Lodge to join this Benevolent Fund of your own
Grand Lodge under which you are a member. Send us any amount at
all that you may ordinarily spend uselessly. We will acknowledge
the receipt of your kind remittance immediately. Please let us hear
from you.

In the name of the distressed and the needy, we wish to thank
veu in advance for your kindness, for which the Great Architect of
the Universe will no doubt reward you in many ways.

With our sincere fraternal regards, we are

Very sincerely and fraternally yours.

GRAND LODGE COMMITTEE ON CHARITY

(Signed) MICHAEL GOLDENBERG, P. G. M.
Chairman

g\.wyﬁy,v.\»‘;\,yyu e A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A <,~._,~§

WITH THE EDITOR

We like to hear comments from our readers; it was Bro. Rizal
who said criticisms 1will keep us awake; in this way we expect to
wmprove the official organ. We urge them also to send articles
jor possible publication—direct to the Most Worshipful Grand
Master. We especially urge the Secretaries of Subordinate Lodges
to keep us posted with the doings of their Lodges; we will relay
them to the rest of the Craft. ‘

A A A AN A AAAAANAA AN AAAAAA
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ANGALO LODGE NO. 63
Vigan, Ilocos Su

1956-1957 OF FICKRS

Left to Right: Wor. Bro. Fedeyico Lazo—Treasurer; Diro. Hubert
Reynolds—Senior Warden; Wor. Bro. Francisco Ba. Soller—Worshipful Mas-
tciy Bro. Antonio Soller—Junior Warden; and Wor. Bro. Graciano Pada—
Seciretary.

Standing from Left to Right: Wor. Dio. Angelo Baylon—Visitorr; Bro. John
Robert Miller—Tyler; Bro. Benito Dolor—Junior Deacon; Wor. Bro. Fruc-
tioso Ibe-——Auditor; Bro. Salvador Cabanilla—Senior Deacon; and Wop. Bro.
Vietoriano Alabado—Visitor.

Wor. Bro. Victoriano Alabado and Wor. Bro. Angelo Baylon as-
sisted in the raising of Bro. Paulino Concepcion at the Angalo
Lodge on October 20, 1956.

((

A WISE COUNSEL

ntinned f age 84)

gate the goodness or the Crart. As well said by a Grand Master, “our
Craft needs reading Masors, thinking Masons, and creative Masons.”
Following the suggestion of Bio. Taylor, reading materials are avail-
able in the office of the Grand Secretary which can be secured without
charge. Brethren, please approach the Grand Secretary or his assist-
ant.—JER
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THE CABLETOW

Most Wor. Bro. Clinton F. Carlson and Party, with few brethren of Ma-
gat Lodge No. 68, F. and A.M., Bayombong, N. Vizeaya, on June 24, 1956.

SCHEDULE OF STATED MEETINGS OF SUBORDINATE
LODGES WORKING IN MANILA

PLARIDEL MASONIC TEMPLE, 1440 San Marcelino

SCOTTISH RITE TEMPLE, 1828 Taft Avenue

Name of Lodge No.
Bagumbayan 4
Island Luz

Minerva 5
Biac-na-bato 7
Nilad 12
Walana 13
Dalisay 14
Sinukuan 16
Araw 18
Dapitan 21
Jose Rizal 22
Batong-Buhay 27
Manila Lodge 1

Corregidor-South-

ern Cross 3
Cosmos 8
Note:

Day of the
Month
Wednesday

2nd
1st Saturday
2nd Thursday
1st Saturday
3rd Wednesday
1st Tuesday
2nd Friday
2nd Saturday
3rd Monday
4th Friday
2nd Tuesday

1st Tuesday &
3rd Tuesday

2nd Thursday &
4th Thursday
1st Monday &
3rd Monday

Name of Lodge

Zapote

Noli Me Tangere

Luzon

Labong

Kasilawan

Taga-Ilog

F. D. Roosevelt
Memorial

High Twelve

Hiram

Service

Keystone

St. Johns
Mt. Lebanon

Mencius

No.

29
42
57
59
77
79

81
82
88
95
100

9
80

93

Day of the
Month
3rd Saturday

1st Wednesday

1st Thursday
1st Saturday
1st Tuesday
4th Saturday

3rd Saturday
2nd Saturday
1st Friday
4th Tuesday
2nd Saturday

2nd Friday

1st Thursday &
3rd Thursday
1st Wed. & 3rd
Wed.

We wre publishing the above schedule primarily for the benefit of visiting

orethren and also, to remind the individual members of the Lodges therein

of their day of obligation.—JER
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How Philippine Masonry Was Organized
In Japanese Territory — —F» —Fppraisal

The first dispensation was is-
sued to Okinawa Lodge by Grand
Master Goldenberg in 1946. The
brethren of Okinawa had a large
Square and Compass Club which
in 1945 greatly assisted the Grand
Lodge during the Christmas Sea-
<on of 1945 in contributing a sub-
stantial sum to the Widows and
Orphans X'mas Fund. A large
party was organized by Okinawa
brethren at the provisional Grand
Lodge Hall, at which all needy
brethren, widows and orphans
wore present to receive much
neceded gifts. It was a grand and
memorable affair. Later on,
nese brethren petitioned the M. W.
CGrand Master for a Dispensafion
o form a Lodge at Okinawa
and a fter due consideration,
the petition was granted by Grand
Master Goldenberg in 1946. How-
sver, when chis Dispensation was
taken up in the Grand Lodge <es-
sicn of January 1947, both the
Committee on Reports of Grand
Lodge Officers Reports and the
(Committee on Jurisprudence ve-
tused to confirm the action ot the
Grand Master but blamed him of
having deliberately invaded the
territory of Japan occupied by the
Grand Lodge of England in viola-
tion of all masonic laws and usages
because England had some lodges
working in Japan before the war.

Grand Master Goldenberg fought
hard against their contention and
maintained that Japan and its
territories were positively open
and not occupied exclusively by
any Grand Lodge. They openly

claimed that it was a gross mis-
take and a bad error to have is-
sued the Dispensation in the first
place to establish a lodge on Jap-
anese soil. At that time, there
existed plenty of hard feeling
against Japan and it was the gen-
eral feeling that it would take at
least twenty years before the Jap-
anese people would understand
what Democracy would mean be-
fore establishing lodges there. Fi-
nally, the Okinawa Lodge was al-
lowed to continue under Dispensa-
tion but the Charter would be
oranted after due Investigation.
The report favored the Grand
Master's action and the Lodge was
finally constituted in 1948. M.W.
Birother Goldenberg never changed
but stood firm on his contention
that the Japanese Islands were
{ree territories therefore we had
absolute right to establish our
lodges there. When a petition was
Lreught to M. W. Brother Gold-
enberg by the brethren of Yoko-
suka Naval Base desiring a Dis-
pensation, he immediately support-
od the proposition and the second
‘odge under the Philippne Juris-
diction was thus established on
Japanese soil.  Subsequent lodges
have been established in Japan,
so that now we have sixteen char-
tered Lodges working on the Jap-
anese mainland, with a Distriet
Grand Lodge of Japan to super-
vise their work there. We can
safely and justly say that Okinawa
I.odge No. 118 i3 the mother Lodge
and the oldest Lodge established
by the Philippines in Japanese ter-
vitory.  Had it not been for the
ficht put up by the then Grand
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Master in support of the Dispen-
sation he issued authorizing the
establishment of a Lodge in Oki-
nawa Island of Japan, there would
most likely be no lodges now under
this Jurisdiction in Japan.

Now, on its Tenth Anniversary,

Additional intelligence has fur-
nished that according to an offi-
cial notice issued by the Grand
Lodge of England the following
lodges in the Far East have ceased
to exist, “owing to changed condi-
tions in the countries concerned:

1092 Yokohama Lodge, Yoko-
hama, Japan

1263 O Tentosama, Yokohama,
Japan

2015 Tokio, Tokio, Japan

000

we sincerely wish to congratulate
the brethren of Okinawa Lodge
No. 118 and wish them continued
success and hope that Peace and
Harmony will always prevail in all
of their deliberations. (Reference:
Proceedings. 1947, JER).

3729 Albion in the Far East,
Kobe, Japan
2855 Far Cathay, Hankow,

Northern China
Lydda Lodge, Haifa,
rael

4613 Is-

It would appear from this that
England is withdrawing from the
Japanese field where several
lodges are working under the
Grand Lodge of the Philippines.

—Masonic World, 1956

DECORUM IN LODGE

“Behold how good and how
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
together in unity.” Ps. 133:1

This should be the dominant
theme at every gathering of Ma-
sons, particularly in the tyled lodge.

Not only harmony and good fel-
lowship prevail, but also the dig-
nity of Masonry should ever be
maintained. As one enters a
church with reverence, the Mason
should always remember that the
lodge is also a place of worship
and that certain formalities must
be observed.

The lodge is a place of worship
because Divine blessing is asked
at the opening and closing. It is
a place of reverence and dignity
because, in the ritual, the flag of

our country receives homage and
is advanced to a place of honor
in the East.

Throughout the ceremonies, es-
pecially in the conferring of de-
grees, dignity and decorum should
always be preserved. There is no
excuse for levity, no place for
those who fail to appreciate the
solemnity of the occasion. Silence
and circumspect conduct should
be maintained. It should be kept
in mind that to make the proper
impression on the candidate, the
dignity of the lodge must never
be violated.

This does not mean that a lodge
is a place of gloom and sadness.
Far from it. At stated communi-
cations there is ample opportunity
to enjoy fellowship, renew ac-
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quaintances and meet one’s fellows
on the level.

But in the exemplification of the
degrees, talking, inattention or any
deviation from the established

# PLEDGE OF SERVICE . * =

cers and consideration given the
candidate.

It must be remembered that, as
in a place of worship, we should
observe decorum “for the place

rules of dignity and good order whereon thou standest is holy

should not be permitted. Respect ground.” Ex. III:5.

should always be shown the offi- —_Robert C. Hill, P.M.
——000——

AFTER THE LODGE IS CLOSED

Masonry teaches us how to live,
how to die, and our duty towards
our fellow men. Do we all realize
the significance of the word “fel-
low men?” It means more than
fellow-Masons. We naturally have
a special tendency to safeguard
our Brethren of the Mpystic Tie,
but actually our duty lies beyond
the fold as well. In these difficult
times when the kindly courtesies
of bygone days seem to be fading
away in the struggle for existence,
the Mason often finds himself
presented with opportunities for
rendering kindly help. Not neces-
sarily the giving of alms, that of

friendly counsel, loving sympathy,
and a willingness at all times to
render aid when properly called
upon. The giving of a kindly hand
of help to a mother with young
children on an escalator, the call
at a neighbor’s when serious ill-
ness has occurred, and other small
acts of courtesy and kindness in
daily life, are factors which should
distinguish the Mason from others.
Let thought for others be the mo-
tive in daily life, and then the Ma-
son reflects the teachings and te-
nets of his Craft.

—Masonic Record, London.

00)0——

A RESPONSIBILITY

Youth offers Masonry its most
important challenge today. Noth-
ing we can do will have such far
reaching influence in our cominu-
nity and national life as work with
youth through the sponsored De-
Molay movement.

Youth is face to face with try-
ing, uncertain years. The world
is at an hour of crisis; our young
men are being asked to stand be-
tween us and catastrophe; asked

to be shocktroops against destruc-
tion. At an age when most of us
were planning for college or bus-
iness our scns find themselves
looking forward to an interrup-
tion of their plans by military ser-
vice.

Many of them already have made
the decision and have enlisted as
soon as they were out of high
school.  Our people were startled
when they learned that the aver-
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age age of the enlisted personnel
at Lackland Air Force Base was
seventeen vears and seven months!
Boys, who only last year were
playing sand-lot baseball, now are
apprentices to war. They may
well ask, “What does the future
hold for us?”

We adults must answer, “What-
ever the future holds for you we
also share!” We are together in
this struggle that has to do with
more than a standard of living; it
has to do with the reasons for liv-
ing.

It is going to take more than
words to make those young men
know we can share with them the
responsibility of the future; to

——0()0

THE CODE

It is certain that could the Ma-
sonic principles of justice, equity
and fairness guide the trancac-
tions between employer and em-
ployee, there would be neither
strikes nor lock-outs in American
industry.

Employers would receive an
honest profit and labor would be
as contented as the toiler was un-
der Hiram, of whom it is said that
so fair and just was the treat-
ment of the workmen that during

000

make them realize that we wish
to do something to help make that
future secure for them.

One of the best ways I know
to start that task is through our
Masonic sponsored DeMolay move-
ment. Surely, we cannot all work
with DeMolay, nor can all lodges
sponsor chapters. Some of us are
not equipped temperamentally, or
by training, to work with youth.
But we can all help through such
programs as the one set up in
Minnesota to give every Mason
the opportunity of supporting the
work that can mean so much to
all of us, and to Masonry.

—Dir. Warren Roapke, President,
Minnesota De Molay Foundation

OF HIRAM ABIFF

the years of the Temple’s building
there was neither discord, discon-
tent nor dissatisfaction.

Let the labor code of Hiram pre-
vail today, and peace and harmony
would purple every horizon of hu-
man effort. Profiteering would
fade into normality and there
would be no place for that element
to whom discontent is capital,
trouble is profit, and turbulence
fame and power.

—The Ohio Mason

A MASONIC BENEDICTION

May no strife disturb thy days
nor sorrow disturb thy nights and
may the pillow of peace kiss thy

cheeks, and the pleasures of ima-
gination attend thy dreams, and
when the length of years has
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made thee tired of earthly joys,
and the curtains of death gently
close around the scene of thy exist-
ence, may the angels of God attend
thy bed and take care that the
expiring lamp of light shall not
receive one rude blast to hasten

its extinction, and finally may the
grace of God wash thee free from
all impurities and prepare thee to
enter into the land of everlasting
felicity.

—Author Unknown

000——

USE YOUR BRAINS

A man, to appreciate Masonry,
must use his brains. He must study
its meaning and work out its philo-
sophy. There is nothing in the
ceremonies of the Craft to fur-
nish entertainment or amusement.
A young man once said that he
didn’t like the study of Masonry
because there was no fun in it.
He added that he did like to at-
tend lodge much better, because
he always had a barrel of fun
whenever a candidate was initiat-
ed.

This young man, like many
others, went into Masonry Jook-
ing for something which wasn't
there. Whenever a man says that
he doesn’t like Masonry, it is be-
cause his powers of perception are
so dwarfed that he cannot appre-
ciate its beauties. It is because
his desire is not one of knowledge,
but rather the gratification of low

000

desire for amusement. There is
no ‘“horse play” in Masonry, and
the man who' is looking for it had
better stay out.

The - humblest object beneath
our eye defies our scrutiny as com-
pletely as the economy of the most
distant star. Every loaf and every
blade of grass holds within itself
secrets which no human penetra-
tion will ever fathom. Wherever
we place our hand we lay it upon
the locked bosom of mystery. Step
where we will, we tread upon
wonders. The sea sands, the clods
of the field, the water-worn peb-
bles on the hills, the rude masses
of rocks are traced over and over
in every direction, with a hand-
writing which is old and signifi-
cant and sublime.

—Illinois Freemason

MASONIC CHARITY

Brethren, have you ever stopped
to think of the real meaning of
charity? We have been taught
that charity is love. There are
many ways in which love can be

expressed, and charity does not
need to mean the giving of alms in
a money form. Often the consola-
tion of a kind and sympathetic
word is the acme of relief; some-
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times a job is the real answer to
the need of a brother. Don’t be
too sure as you stand in your se-
curity today that tomorrow you
may not be in his place. Yes, it
can happen to you and it might
be tomorrow you will need help.
How nice it would be to have

000

some to call and assure vou that
you have not been forgotten.
Pause and think. Don’t be in such
a hurry that you forget the other
fellow.

—F. W. Tucker, Secretary,
Masonic Serviee

KINDNESS

A few days ago an automobile
stopped suddenly in the middle of
the street in front of the Masonic
Temple. As this was unusual I
walked over to the window to see
the cause and I saw a man about
40 years old get out and walk
around in front of his car and
pick up a little kitten that had
strayed out in traffic and car-
ried it carefully over and put it
on the sidewalk. As I pondered
this over, T thought to myself that
here is a good man; for any man
who would be kind to dumb ani-
mals would be kind to his fellow
human beings. I do not know who
this man was or whether he was
a member of the Fraternity or
not but it he isn’t he has the ne-
cessary qualifications if he should

desire to petition.

Kindness seems to be a lost vir-
tue relegated back to the “Good
Old Days” when honesty was the
best policy and kindness was the
rule rather than the exception. It
doesn’t cost anything to be kind
and sometimes it pays big divi-
dends. I can remember and I
know you can too, those who were
kind to us back in our childhood
days and as we grew on into man-
hood our thoughts were most
pleasant ones. Kindness is con-
tagious. You try it and see how
quickly it spreads. I wish we
members of our great Fraternity
would practice it more often.
Think it over, brethren.

—The Masonic Outlook

—000——

LET THERE BE LIGHT

In Switzerland there is a church
among the Alps far up on the
mountainside and in it there are
no lights or lamps. When the time
comes for evening service one can
see the villagers coming from
their homes, each one bearing his
own light. At first there is only
a glimmer in the darkness, but
when they have all arrived for the

service the little church is aglow
with the combined light of many
lamps and candles.

Many of us have only a small
light, perhaps; others have a large
light. But the world has no hght
at all, save as we all bring our
lights together. The world is wait-
ing for the Masonic lights of hu-
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man love, friendliness, cheer, kind-
ness, courage, faith, hope, and
prayer as exemplified in the in-
dividual life of every Mason. Are

vou bringing your light to help
brighten a dark world?

—The Mansfield Mason

——000——

I AM A FREEMASON

Because I believe that there is
but one God, the creator of the un-
iverse and the things it contains,
and who is the giver of all justice,
love and mercy.

Because I believe it is my duty
to constantly heed only those de-
sires and ambitions in life that
will keep me on the path of right-
eousness and salvation.

Because I believe that my soul
was given a body in this world that
it might learn to improve itself
morally and spiritually.

Because I believe that Freema-
sonry, although not a religion, is
more than a religion: it binds all
men, irrespective of their race,
creed and color, into one brother-
hood under the Fatherhood of God.

George Washington was the only
one of the nation’s eleven Mason-
ic Presidents who did not live in
the White House.

Masonry has made its largest
contribution to humanity’s well
being through the faithful trans-
lation of its teachings into actions
by its myriads of faithful mem-
bers. Thus in the advancement of
civilization in manifold relation-
ships, Masonic duties have played
no mean part.

000
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Because I believe I will be bet-
ter able to obey my spirit and thus
enable myself to faithfully comply
with the laws of God and thereby
further complete understanding
among all men.

Because I believe 1 will be bet-
ter able to serve my country in
any required capacity and to de-
fend it in the event of any aggres-
sion, external or internal, or from
any other eventuality that would
gravely endanger its existence or
its liberty and independence.

Because I believe, lastly, that it
1s my duty to do all in my power
to contribute my share toward
making the world in general a
haven of peace and happiness.

~-Fxe.

Let a man try faithfully, man-
fully to be right, and he will daily
grow more right. It is at the bot-
tom of the condition of which all
men have to cultivate themselves.

—Carlyle.

The man that counts is the man
who makes himself a force for
decency, a force for clean living,
for righteousness.

—Theodore Roosevelt
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THE SILENT TONGUE

The Masonic merits of the “si-
lent tongue” are well expressed
in our lectures, and ought to be un-
derstood by every brother. The
following from a secular paper is
neatly said:

“The art of silence, if it be not
one of the fine arts, is certainly
a useful one. It is an art attained
by few. How seldom do we meet
a man who speaks only when he
ought to speak, and says only what
he ought to say?

“The Bible enjoins the practice
of this art. It commands us to
make a door and a bar for the
mouth. It declares that if a man
bridles not his tongue, his religion
is vain. '

“The attainment of this art will
enable us to avoid saying foolish
things. We often speak without
reflection; consequently, foolish
thoughts, or expressions destitute
of thought, are uttered. Possessed
of the art of silence, we shall not
speak that which ought not to be
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spoken.

“Again, it will enable us to avoid
saying hurtful things. Since we
are placed in the world to do good,
since the endowment of speech is
one of the greatest means of in-
fluence, it is most unseemly for
us to utter that which will do in-
jury. He whose business is to root
out the tares should not scatter
their seed.

“It will enable us to govern our
feelings and direct our trains of
thought. He who gives expres-
sion to his feelings increases their
strength.

“It will increase our influence
with our fellow men. A fool ut-
tereth all his mind, but a wise
man keepeth it until afterward.
Gravity and reserve are associated
with wisdom. Even an affected
gravity is sometimes effective—
the true art of silence is always
effectual. We can be useful only
as we are influential.”

—The Orphan’s Friend and
Masonice Journal

A TRUE FREEMASON

He is above a mean thing. He
invades no secrets in the keeping
of another. He betrays no secret
confided to his keeping. He takes
selfish advantage of no man’s mis-
takes.

He uses no ignoble weapons in
controversy. He never stabs in

the dark. He is not one thing to
a man’s face and another behind
his back.

If by accident he comes into
possession of his neighbor’s coun-
sels, he passes upon them an act of
instant oblivion. He bears sealed
packages without tampering with
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the wax. Papers not meant for
his eye, whether they flutter in at
his window or lie open before him
in unguarded exposure, are sacred.
Bolts and bars, locks and Kkeys,
hedges and pickets, bonds and se-
curities, notices to trespassers. are
none of them for him. He may be
trusted, himself out of sight—near
the thinnest partition—anywhere.

He buyvs no office, he =sells
none, he intrigues for none. He
would rather fail to obtain rights
than win them through dishonor.
He will eat honest bread.

He tramples on no sensitive feel-
ings. He insults no man, it he
have rebuke for another he is
straightforward, open and manly.
He cannot descend to scurrility.

Billingsgate slang doesn’t lie in
his track. Of woman and to her
he speaks with decency and res-
pect. In short, whatever he judges
honorable he practises towards
every man.

—The Committee on Education,
Grand Lodge of North
Caroling

——000——

MASONRY IS RELIGIOUS, BUT NOT A RELIGION

Masonry is not a religion, but
it is religious. It is perhaps true,
as Mackey says, that too much
energy and talent have been ex-
pended by Masons trying to prove
that Masonry is not a religion,
but it is =till an interesting subject
and another brief summary might
ve of interest.

Nec informed Mason will say
+hat Masonry seeks to substitute
its teachings for that of any re-
ligious sect. It matters not if an
applicant for Masonic degrees is
Mohammedan, Jew, Christian or a
member of some other sect so long
as his beliefs conform to certain
broad principles common to all
sects. In a brief general way, the
Mason must believe in the exist-
ence of one God as the all power-
ful Creator and preserver of the
universe; that there is a future
reward or punishment according
to the life here and that there
must be a true Godliness or piety

in our lives. These are the essen-
tial beliefs and practices demand-
ed of a Mason. These beliefs are
religious, but not a religion.

Religion goes farther than do
that requirements of Masonry. Re-
ligion includes a system of faith
and worship. The systems of faith
and worship of the Jew is differ-
ent from those of the Christian
and the Mohammedan. They iv
turn are different from each other.
Indeed, there are hundreds of dif-
ferent beliefs in each of the great
faiths. In the Christian religion,
the Catholic, the Methodist, Bap-
tist, Mormon, etc., differ in inany,
to me, unimportant details, but
they agree upon the one essential
thing that makes the Christian re-
ligion—that Christ was the Son of
God and was crucified to redeem
the world. The Jew and the Mo-
hammedan do not so believe. But
these great faiths agree upon cer-
tain things. Theyv all believe in
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one God as the Creator, guide and
preserver of the universe, and that
man has certain duties of piety
and worship toward that God, as
well as the obligation of rectitude
of conduct toward God and man.

These beliefs and this conduct
are basic requirements for the Ma-
son. That is where Masonry stops.
But all the great rligions go on
from there with their various be-
liefs and practices and the theo-
logy to exemplify them. These re-
iigious beliefs include many things
such as confession, baptism, pass-
over celebrations, footwashing,
sacraments, a belief in the trinity,
the ascension, and a host of other
things essential to religion, but
non-essential to the Mason. In-
deed, we wrote recently that the
Mason is under no duty .to obey
the ten commandments as. such,
but both Jew and Christian are
obliged to chart their lives by them.

If a man lived up to all the
tenets of Masonry he would indeed
be a good man, but nowhere does
Masonry teach that that is enough
of religion to make the complete
life. Masonry is not a substitute
for religion nor does it seek to
supersede any form of worship or
system of religion. Masonry pro-
mulgates no scheme or system of
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faith, salvation, conversion or bap-
tism, ete. These things are left
to the religions.

Masonry is neither Jewish,
Christian nor Mohammedan, but
contains nothing to which each
may not agree. It inculcates vir-
tue, but teaches no scheme for re-
demption from sin. It points to
righteousness, but does not claim
to be “the way, the truth and the
life.” It is not a substitute for re-
ligion but is the handmaiden of
religion and acts as the porch to
the various temples of divine truth.

The tendency of all true Mason-
ry is toward religion. All its sym-
bols and allegories teach lessons
leading to true religion, its obser-
vance and truth; a man may be
religious without being a Mason,
but a Mason can not be true t¢
his order if he does not respect re.
ligion and observe its principles.

A friend recently complained
that one of my Masonic para-
graphs did not comply with his
ideas of religion. Of course not.
It was a Masonic paragraph in-
tended to teach a Masonic lesson
and was not set out as a doctrine
of religion.

—C. Clyde Myers

THE SECRETS OF MASONRY AND SACREDNESS OF THE BALLOT

By Thomas J.

My brethren, as you now ob-
serve, I am now about to embark
upon the delightful task of dis-
charging a duty by no means of

Betts, P. M.

my own chosing imposed on me
by unanimous vote of this lodge
at its last regular meeting, as all
of you observed if you paid even
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passing attention to the reading
of the minutes of the last “regu-
lar.” In addition to according me
this unsolicited and much protest-
ed privilege, my brethren were ex-
ceedingly generous and ‘helpful”
in that they selected my subject
for me: “The Secrets of Masonry
and the Sacredness of the Ballot.”
Just why they assigned to me this
difficult task, I am unable to say,
unless perchance, there are those
among you who are really disturbed
over this perplexing question as
to just what are the secrets of
Masonry. In fact, I am persuad-
ed that this is true, since I have
queried many since being assigned
to this duty, and I have yet to find
one who gave an answer satis-
factory to myself as to just what
are the ‘“secrets” of Masonry.

First of all, let us understand
ourselves. Do not be shocked
when I tell you that Masonry is
not a secret society. Do not let
any one tell you that it is. Secret
societies are societies which are
seeret; that is, which do not ac-
knowledge membership. Every one
knows of the Masonic fraternity;
its members are proud to be known
as such. There is nothing secret
about the membership list; any
one can ascertain from Grand
Lodge records and from printed
lodge reports, who is and who is
not a Mason. So then, there is
nothing secret about the organi-
zation. It possesses, and imparts
to its members, certain informa-
tion which Masons are required
to hold sacred, and thus ‘“secret”
from the profante. It is a society
which possesses ‘“‘secrets,” but is
not itself secret.

Then what are the “Secrets” of
Masonry? The secrets of Masonry
are few in number and valuable
only to her membership. A few
modes of recognition, a few so-
lemn promises made by each of us
to each of us, a few ways of teach-
ing knowledge which was old
when the pyramids were built, and
vou have encompassed most of
Masonry that may not be told.
True, the order has elaborate ce-
remonies of initiation which are
kept from profane knowledge, not
that their spreading before the
world would harm Masonry, but
would undermine its power for
good. The “real” secrets of Ma-
sonry- are never told, not even
mouth to ear. For the real secret
of Masonry is spoken to your
heart, and from it to that of your
brother. Never the language made
for tongue may speak it; it is ut-
tered only in the language of the
eye, in those manifestations of
his friend, which passeth all loves
of which we have any knowledge.
Masonry may be said to have ac-
complished one of its prime funda-
mentals though for the moment
you may be wholly unaware of
it—if it has conveyed to your
heart a real desire for better liv-
ing. You have acquired one of
the “secrets” of Masonry that
word of mouth will never disclose
if vou have unconsciously been
taught and put into actual prac-
tice the circumscribing of your de-
sires, the subjugation of your pas-
sions, the building of yourselves
into square and virtuous lives, with
your fellowmen as brothers, tak-
ing as vour motto the golden rule
to do unto others as you would
be done by, and that older law
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given from Sinai’s mountain, matter strictly between him and

which commands us to love our
neighbors as ourselves. The man
who lives up to these requirements
is all that a good husband, or an
upright Mason, can be, and is in
possession of one of Masonry’s
most cherished secrets. In faet,
the most valuable “secrets” Ma-
sonry possesses are the lessons she
tries to teach, and if successful,
implants them indelibly and deep-
iy into the hearts of men, from
whence they cannot be revealed by
word of mouth, and are only re-
vealed and recognized from bro-
ther to brother by the extent to
which one will go to aid and serve
his fellowmen.  Masonry would
like to spread her gentle teachings
before all men but if a man have
no love for his fellows his heart,
if he possess not the charjtable
instinet and the love of God, how
shall she make him comprehend
what she knows and how she
teaches?

“The “Sacredness of the Ballot,”
is a matter that very properly and
appropriately claims our attention.
In fact, we ought never to use
the ballot without first giving its
object our very grave and careful
concern. Masonry has been great-
ly criticised by many who have
failed to pass her doors, because
of the anonymity of the ballot, and
the fact that it requires but one
black cube to keep an applicant
from being elected. The secrecy
of the ballot is as essential to its
perfection as its unanimity or its
independence. But, with this se-
cret ballot there is imposed upon
each user thereof a most sacred
duty, because how he uses it is a

and his God.

It has always been regarded
as one of the fundamentals of the
fraternity, that all members of the
Craft have the right to say, each
for himself, who shall and who
shall not become members of his
lodge. And it is highly necessary,
if the character of the institution
is to be preserved, that that right
be most sacredly guarded. In no
other way can it be so well pre-
served as by the secrecy which sur-
rounds the ballot. Not only are
ballots so taken that no other Ma-
son can know how you ballot; you
are strictly enjoined from letting
any one know how you ballot, how
vou balloted, how you will ballot
And the contrary, of course, is even
more a necessity, you should ne-
ver, under any circumstances, in-
quire of a brother how he has or
will ballot on any application. The
sacredness of the ballot is fur-
ther emphasized in its secrecy, for
when one votes in silence and se-
crecy he can exercise his judg-
ment, his conscience, his charac-
ter, with no reference to what the
other fellow may think or do or
say. In this way and this way
only can Masons pass true and
unbiased judgment upon those who
apply for membership. The use
of the ballot is a sacred duty. No
ballot should be cast, either white
cube or black cube, until the voter
is firmly and irrevocably satis-
fied in his own heart as to the
righteousness of the course he is
about to pursue. And then by all
that’s holy, the voter should stick
to his cube, no matter how many
hallots are taken. It has happened
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on various oceasions in lodges that
on first ballot on some candidate
there would be found the lone
black cube; to be followed by a se-
cond ballot wherein the black cube
had vanished and all was clear in
the South or West. This is clear-
Iy not a sacred use of the ballot.
If the brother was justified in
casting a black cube on the first
ballot, he would be equally justi-
fied in using the black cube in
any and all succeding ballots.

To cast a black cube in the bal-
lot box is a serious matter, and
no brother should cast one with-
cut giving ample thought to what
he does and why he does it. Your
one black cube is as powerful as
a thousand; against it the rest of
the lodge can do nothing; Because
vou have this great power, you
also have the moral responsibility
to use it with wisdom, discreet-
ness, and exact justness which

&

Masons are taught are cardinal
virtues. Only one Mason can sit
in judgment on your ballot, and
that one is yourself. You are per-
fectly free to exercise your spite,
vour ill will, your meanness, and
no one will know it. You are free
to practice charity, toleration, for-
giveness, decency, and no one will
know it. It is entirely up to you.
In anyv and every case, give the
lodge, not the mun, the benefit of
the doubt. If your knowledge is
sufficient, keep him out. But be
sure yvou know, for if you regard
the ballot with the sacredness to
which it is entitled, no one will
know but you, and if your actions
are motivated by your highest
conceptions of the order, you can
look veurself squarely in the face
in each morning’s new blown mir-
vor without a quiver or qualm of
conscience, secure in the know-
Jedge that you have performed
vour dutyv and performed it well.

—The Orphan’s Friend and Masonic Journal

4& ——000——

“Let your Masonic Lodge be a
beehive of worthwhile activity in
vour community, so that its whole-
come and vigorous influence may
be felt beyond its Temple walls.
Let us practise a form of Masonry
that is warm and vibrant, tolerant
and human.”

—Charles W. Fossell, P.G.)M.,
New York.

“It is our duty not only to make
Masons, but to see that each can-
didate has a thorough and com-
plete knowledge of every aspect of
Masonry. Our Craft would then
be composed of better-informed

and more keenly interested mem-
bers.”
—R. R. McEwen, P.G.M.
Saskatehewan.

Three features of Masonry are
first, the attractiveness of Mason-
ry is its simplicity; second, the
strength of Masonry is its empha-
sis en the divine; third, the pro-
duct of Masonry is chivalrous
manhood.

—Grand Orator, Worshipful Bro-
ther and Rev. Bruce S. Wright
of the Grand Lodge of the Phil-
ippines, 1918.
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Masonic Hospital For Crippled Children. ..

1828 Taft Avenue, Manila

Brethren:

There is an apparent confusion on the part of some Brethren con-
cerring the Grand Lodge Assessment of P3.00 annualy for every Mas-
ter Mason for the support of the Masonic .dospital for Crippled
Children, and the annual dues paid by Regular Members of the said
Hospital.

A number of Brethren who are Regular Members of the Hos-
pital believe that by paying the assessment of P3.00 they are relieved
of the annual dues of P2.00. This is not the case. On the other
hand, not all Master Masons are Regular Members of the Hospital who
should pay this annual dues of P2.00.

To clarify the situation, the following distinetion must be bcrne
iz mind:
1. The annual dues of P2.00 applies to Regular
Members of the Hospital.

2. The assessment of P3.00 made by the Grand
Lodge applies to- All Master Masons whether or
not they are members of the Hospital.

The MHFCC is a non-stock Corporation, regularly organized and
duly registered. At such, it has a roll of membership. Those who
are in this roll are the members of the Hospital. They are classified
into three kinds: (a) Life Members, (b) Sustaining Members, and (c¢)
Regular Members. Life Members are those who pay P500.00; Sustain-
ing Members pay P100.00 annually until they have paid P500.00 when
they become Life Members automatically. These two classes of mem-
bers are exempt from the payment of annual dues. Regular Members
are those who pay an entrance fee of P10.00. They pay annual dues of
P2.00.

It will be seen that Master Masons who are not Regular Members
or are either Life or Sustaining Members, do not have to pay P2.00
annual dues.

The Grand Lodge Assessment of P3.00 is an assessment on every
Master Mason within its jurisdiction, whether a member of the Hospital
or not in any of the three categories above-mentioned. It is NOT “mem-
bership dues”. Under the Edict, each Master Mason in this jurisdic-
tion is required to pay this assessment every year, thru his Lodge.

In cther words, Regular Members have to pay their annual dues
of P2.00, plus the Grand Lodge assessment of P3.00 also annually;
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“In this, the beginning of the
Grand Lodge of the Philippine
Islands, we are children, looking
down the eternal years, blinded
by the light of the coming ages,
knowing not whither the journey
may carry us, but strong in the
faith of our Order; fired with the
zeal that has carried Masonry
around the world, buoyant with
the hope that has sustained our
pioneer brothers on every soil and
in every clime; inspired by an un-
changing confidence in the prin-
ciples of Masonry; made steadfast
and unfaltering by the character

——000

of the men who are attracted by
those principles as the needle re-
sponds to the pole-star; sustained
by a sure reliance upon the lcave-
ning quality of that character and
its sublime destiny to leaven, in
the end, the whole human mass.
We carry with us the joyous cer-
tainty of vouth and the banner of
a glorious cause,; our hearts beat
with exaltation and gratitude to
the Grand Master of the Universe
for having the opportunity of a
century, that of bringing to this
country, a Masonry, regular and
non-political.”—H. FKugene Staf-
ford, Grand Master, 191.3.

Whereas, those who are NOT Regular Members pay only their assess-

ment of P3.00 a year.

We cannot let this opportunity pass without emphasizing the fact

that the MHFCC is the only organized charitable undertaking of Ma-
scns under our Grand Lodge. Its accomplishments in making possible
the correction of deformities of many children who otherwise would
be permanent human wrecks, in order that they may grow into normal
men and women with equal chances as other children for happiness,
are a credit to the Fraternity and should make every Mason’s heart
¢low with satisfaction and pride. A number of Brethren go far beyond
the Grand Lodge assessment in supporting the Hospital so that in ear-
rying out its noble humanitarian mission, it may not encounter much
handicap and, if possible, reach out to more unfortunate children.

Fraternally yours,

(Sgd.) VICENTE OROSA
Acting President

March 1, 1956.
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Othens d“a}l Care "To Knour . . .

Massachusetts is the only Grand
Jurisdiction in the United States
where the Lodges have no num-
bers. In Pennsylvania some Lodges
have numbers but without names.

H. R. H. The Duke of Edinburgh
was recently initiated in Navy
Lodge, No. 2612, E. R. at a meet-
ing held in Freemasons’ Hall, Lon-
don, attended by the Earl of Scar-
borough, Grand Master of the
United Grand Lodge of England.
Navy Lodge was founded in 1896
and King Edward VII (then
Prince of Wales) was its first
Master. The late King George VI
and his brother, the late Duke of
Kent, were also initiated in this
Lodge.—The Freemason.

President Eisenhower took  the
oath of office on January 20 on
‘the Bible on which the first Pres-
ident, Brother George Washing-
ton, took the solemn oath in 1789.

This sacred book is the property
of St. John’s Lodge No. 1 at New
York City and is carefully pre-
served in the historic archives of
that lodge.—Grand Lodge Bulle-
tin, lowa.

Charleston Lodge No. 44, F &
AM is the only lodge ever consti-
tuted aboard a United States trans-
port.—The Florida Mason.

Lesswarer Lodge, Farmborough,
Surrey, England, is the only Irish
Lodge on English soil under the
Constitution of Ireland. — The
Freemason.

Perla Lodge No. 1034 is the only
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regular foreign lodge working in
the Philippines. It is under the
constitution of the Grand Lodge
of Scotland.

The Bible contains 3,566,480
letters, 810,697 words, 31,175
verses, 1,189 chapters and 66 books.
The longest chapter is the 119th
Psalm. The middle verse is the
8th verse of the 11th Psalm. The
longest name is in the 8th chapter
of Isaiah. ‘“And”, occurs 46,627
times in the Bible. Leord 1,885
and the 19th chapter of the 2nd
Kings are alike. The longest verse
is the 9th verse of the 8th chapter
of Esther. The shortest verse is
the 32nd of the 11th chapter of
John. In the 21st verse of the
7th chapter of Ezra is the alpha-
bet. The name of God is not in
the 26th chapter of Aects. The
name of God is not mentioned in
the book of Esther. It contains
Knowledge, Wisdom, Holiness and
Love.—The Masonic Home Jour-
nal.

Riding the Goat originated in
superstition. Pan, mystical Greek
God of nature, was Goat-footed.
When the Christians adopted
Classical Demonology, Pan became
satan, who presided over the or-
gies while riding a goat.—Royal
Arch Mason.

Pope Pius IX, Giovanni Maria
Mastai-Ferretti was expelled from
the Masonic Order in 1873 by a
Decree signed by King Victor Em-
manuel II, head of the Grand
Orient of Rome.—The Freemason,
76th Year, No. 1, p. 5.
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Fraternal Reviews . . .

MASSACHUSETTS — 1955

The Most Worshipful Grand
Lodge of Ancient, Free and Ac-
cepted Masons of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts is one
Grand Lodge in the North Ame-
rican continent which celebrates
four Quarterly Communications
and one Stated Communication
during the Masonic year. In all
these quarterly communications,
the usual agenda of a Grand Lodge
annual communication is followed
with the exception of the election
of Grand Lodge Officers which is
conducted during the fourth quar-
terly communication and installed
durng the Stated Communications
on the later part of the month of
December which coincides with the
celebration of the Feast of Saint
John the Evangelist.

The first quarterly communica-
tion took place on March 9, 1955,
and presided over by Most Wor-
shipful Whitfield W. Johnson,
Grand Master. The Grand Lodge
of the Philippines was ably re-
presented by Rt. Wor. Curtis R.
Wells, Grand Representative. Dis-
tinguished guests included those
from the grand jurisdictions of
Rhode Island and Connecticut.

Most Worshipful Johnson was
most pleased to recount his at-
tendance at the 177th annual com-
munication of the Grand Lodge of
Virginia, the 144th annual com-
munication of the Grand Lodge of
Louisiana and also his presence

during the Masonic Week in Was-
hington, D.C. He was also elated
to report that the Grand Lodge
has already recovered the losses
which had been sustained during
the 1930’s, besides, during the Ma-
sonic year, he has signed dispen-
sations for the institution of four
Lodges. Also, petitions for the
formation of new lodges are in
the offing. New Temples and
Lodge quarters are also being built
or cognpleted.

The second quarterly communi-
cation took place on June 8, 1955.
Most Worshipful Johnson conti-
nued on his visitations to other
Grand Jurisdictions which at this
time included the Grand Lodges
of Connecticut, North Carolina,
South Carolina, New York, Rhode
Island, New Hampshire and New
Brunswick. The principal event
reported was the Masonic festival
which was held to honor Frank
S. Land, Imperial Potentate of the
Imperial Council of the Shrine of
North America and the Founder of
the Order of DeMolay. It was a
colorful event which included no
less than 16,000 Masons, members
of the Order of DeMolay and their
ladies that filled Boston Garden to
capacity. "

The third quarterly communi-
cation was held on September 14,
1955 and commenced the new Ma-
sonic year. The Grand Master
likewise continued on his visita-
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tion to Grand Jurisdictions which
brought him at this time to Chi-
cago and the Province of Onta-
rio, Canada. The Grand Master
issued three rulings touching on
Demit or Certificate of Clearance,
Certificate of Good Standing and
Application for Affiliation. An
amendment to the Ritual was ap-
proved; likewise, another to the
Grand Constitution.

The fourth quarterly communi-
cation was held on December 14,

FRATERNAL REVIEWS = #= =
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1955, and marked the completion
of two years’ service to the Craft
of Most Worshipful Johnson. The
principal number in the agenda
was the election of Grand Lodge
Officers. Most Worshipful John-
son was declared re-elected as
Grand Master of Masons in Mas-
sachusetts. The new set of offi-
cers were installed in the Stated
Communication on Decembher 27,
1955 which coincided with the ce-
lebration of the Feast of Saint
John the Evangelist.

UTAH — 1956

Most Worshipful Roy Waldron
Robinson, Grand Master of Utah
in his valedictory gave the fol-
lowing observation on the force
of Masonry in the present world.
And we quote: “Masonry is truly
living a troubled world, and the
goal of a peaceful universe is still
relegated to the future. But how
close will peace be established
other than through a deeper ac-
knowledgement of the Fatherhood
of God, and a deeper understand-
ing and practice of the Brother-
hood of Man? And where else do
we find these principles better ex-
emplified than in our beloved Fra-
ternity? Yes, my Brethren, Ma-
sonry has a place in the world to-
day, and just as our Masonic fore-
fathers had a vital part in the
establishment of the principles un-
der which we live, so do we have
the opportunity to help establish
those principles throughout the
world today.”

Brother Robinson was most
pleased to recount his official vi-

sits to all the constituent lodges
which were “marked by splendid
attendance on the part of our
Grand Lodge officers and seldom
were there more than two or three
absent.” He also attended the an-
nual communications of the Grand
Lodges of Wyoming and Idahe. On
the other hand, he regretted his
inability to accept similar invi-
tations from the Grand Lodges of
New Mexico, Nevada, California.
Illinois and Colorado.

Of the routine, the Grand Mas-
ter granted nine dispensations over
various constitutional matters.
He also made five committee ap-
pointments and consecrated and
constituted Gateway Lodge at
Clearfield. Similarly, he approved
the constitution and by-laws of the
Uintah Basin Shrine Club after
being assured by the Jurisprudence
Committee and Past Grand Mas-
ter Harold Cline that such by-laws
were in conformity with the
Grand Lodge Code.
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One of the recommendations of
the retiring Grand Master and
which we believe to be also an in-
dispensable equipment in our
Grand Lodge is the purchase of a
tape recorder. The tape recorder
is very necessary during the delibe-
rations in the annual communica-
tions—-no part of the minutes will
be missed, no records, no reports,
no speeches and no addresses will
be misplaced when the proceed-
ings are printed.
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The Report of Correspondence
Committee has devoted one full
half page of the Proceedings, com-
menting on the exaltation of Bro.
Hatoyama, Prime Minister of Jap-
an and the president of the House
of Councilors of Japan. We only
hope, as Bro. Titus, Grand Cor-
respondent of Utah has observed.
that such a work will “aid in
smoothing over some of the Na-
tional and International troubles
in the Asiatic region.”

KANSAS — 1956

The centenary of the M. W.
Grand Lodge of A. F. & A. M. of
Kansas was observed for two days
with an appropriate and fitting
program and started at 9:00 a.m.,
March 14, 1956, when the Grand
Lodge was opened for its 100th
Annual Communication on March
14, 1956 in the Municipal Audito-
rium at 8th and Quincy Streets,
Topeka, Kansas.

Fourteen Grand Masters, 15
Past Masters from various states of
the Union and other distinguished
Masonic visitors were extended a
hearty welcome and conducted to
seats in the East. In response to
the greetings of the Grand Mas-
ter, M. W. Scott F. Kelsey, and
in behalf of all of the Distin-
guished Guests, M. W. Joseph A.
Batchelor, Grand Master of In-
diana among other things said that
“however we may differ in forms
and ceremonies, we move with a
great concord of unity to stretch
forth to each other not only the
hands of fellowship but the bands
of moral union toc form a united

front against those divisive in-
fluences.” Of interest to the Bre-
thren of this Grand Jurisdiction
was the introduction by W. Leslie
Cheng, Grand Representative of
the Grand Lodge of Kansas near
the Grand Lodge of China who
made an interesting talk regarding
Lodges in China and Korea.

In this Annual Message, the
M. W. Grand Master revealed that
he had covered his Jurisdiction ra-
ther thoroughly and have visited,
by travelling 23,000 miles by auto-
mobile and 9,580 miles by train,
Lodges in every section of the
State which totals 441 with a mem-
bership of 100,698. He also made
Masonic visits outside Kansas, one
of which was to Iowa’s Annual
Communication and Dedication of
its new Grand Lodge building “one
of the most beautiful in the Unit-
ed States and perhaps in the en-
tire world.” It was revealed in
the Message that the Graund Sec-
retary Emeritus, M. W. Elmer F.
Strain had completed his work on
the assignment of assembling in-
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formation of the first 100 years
of the Grand Lodge. The story
form, however, is to be printed
later. The Grand Master conclud-
ed his message by quoting the
following from the manuscript
which is in the possession of Lodge
Scoon and Uerth No. 3, Scotland:

“that sae long as the Sun
rysseth in the East and setteth
in the West, we would wish the
blessing of God to attend us in
all our ways and actions.”

The Grand Lodge of Kansas was
organized and established by 12
Brethren representing 3 Symbolic
Lodges chartered by the Grand
Lodge of Missouri with a total
membership of 74 Master Masons,
on March 17, 1856, at the Hall of
Leavenworth Lodge No. 150. The
first Grand Master was Richard
Ridgeway Rees at whose grave in
Mount Munice Cemetery in Leav-
enworth, Kansas, a caravan of
buses loaded with delegates and
visitors proceeded to place a
Square and Compass wreath.

“Conditions in Kansas then
were poor, living conditions were
rough and crude, transportation
was non-existent except for the
traffic on the Missouri river and
a little on the Kaw...”, according
to W. John M. Feller who delivered
the historical lecture. While the
first Grand Master was a support-
er of the pro-slavery cause, “with-
in the walls of the Lodges in
Leavenworth and mindful of the
lessons of temperance and charity,
the pro-slavery and the anti-sla-
very clasped hands as Brothers.”
They indeed heeded the injunction
contained in a letter from the

Lodges of New York City to miti-
gate the severities of the civil war
and “to make your Lodge 2 safe
and sacred retreat where Brethren
of opposite opinions and parties
may sit down in quiet and culti-
vate those amenities of social hfe
and fraternal attachment whick so
preeminently distinguish our Or-
der, rejecting only such as. by the
commission of certain high crimes,
have forfeited their claims fo the
benefits of Masonry™

The Kansas Masonic Home 2
pride of Kansas Masons, was insti-
tuted by direct action of the Grand
Lodge on February 16, 1888 and
during its first year & piam was
estimated to produce S27200.00.
The Home which was dedicated on
Sept 10, 1896, was unfortumately
destroved by a disastroms fire
which occured on December 22
1916, but the true spirit of Ma-
sonry in Kansas soon found 2 way
to restore what was lost. The
new buildings were completed at
a cost of approximately $300.-
000.00. The cost of the new In-
firmary, on the other hand which
was completed this year, with ifs
equipment is slightly in exeess of
$700,000.00. The average age of
those entering the Home is 72
vears.

The Masonic education of the
Brethren while receiving their de-
gress is supplemented by the dis-
tribution of little booklets entitled.
“On the Threshold,” “The En-
tered Apprentice Degree,” “The
Fellow Craft Degree,” and “The
Master Mason’s Degree.” “A Mas-
ter’s Handbook,” which is fur-
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nished the new Master shortly af-
ter his installation is a publica-
tion that urges him to plan for
his year’s program thus stimulat-
ing the interest of the Brethren
and increasing the attendance at
the meetings of his Lodge. A
centennial booklet, “One Hundred
Questions About Freemasonry,”
were distributed free during the
centennial to which celebration the
amount of $7,500.00 was appro-
priated.
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guests but we urge our readers to
read the Proceedings under re-
view which is a very enlightened
one.

Fraternal Reviews of several
sister Grand Lodges are appended
in the Proceedings, but we do not

find our Grand Lodge among
them.
Our Grand Representative in

Kansas, Bro. Roy G. Shearer, was
present at this centennial celebra-

F tion. Bro. Alfredo C. Sese repre-
We wish we could quote more sents Kansas near our Grand
of the speeches of the distinguished Lodge.
000——
MISSISSIPPI — '195(;

The 138th Annual Grand Com-
munication of this Grand Lodge
composed of 315 Lodges with a
total membership of 48,619 Mas-
ter Masons was convened on Feb-
bruary 14, 1956, in the Victory
Room of the Heidelberg Hotel,
Jackson, Mississippi. The assem-
bly was welcomed by the Governor
of the State, Hon. J. P. Coleman.

Grand Master Charles E. Samp-
son in his message informed the
Brethren of his attendance at the
Centennial celebration of the
Grand Lodge of Canada in Toron-
to. He said that at its “Service of
Thanksgiving,” 27,000 people and
a choir of 150 voices were present.

The Grand Master in his talks
during his numerous visitations
concentrated his subjects on the
Entered Apprentice Degree which
he said “is the most important
degree in Masonry.” On the other
hand, the Grand Orator, Allen Ca-

baniss in his address had as his
topic, “the Importance of the Fel-
low Craft’s Degree.”

The Grand Lodge maintains Ma-
sonic Homes for Boys and Girls
to which it spent the amount of
$39,899.54 last year for its main-
tenance. Eligible for entrance
are children without any Mason-
ic connections.

The Grand Lecturer M. W. Watt
Carter, P.G.M., reported that an
annual school for Deputies who
are the counterparts of our Grand
Lodge Inspectors, was held for
two days in Greenwood, the home
of the Grand Master, where tech-
nical points of the ritual, law and
jurisprudence were discussed. He
concluded his report with the fol-
lowing wise observation:

“A sound body does not neces-
sarily mean that one is healthy;
a storehouse of knowledge does



not necessarily mean that one
is wise nor does knowing the
adopted work mean tha’ one is
a good Mason; but as a sound
body is essential to a healthy
being, and knowledge essential
to wisdom, so is knowing the
ritual essential to making a good
Mason a better Mason.”

The Fraternal Correspondent
Bro. C. C. Buchanan noted that
there are at present 3,964,871 Mas-
ter Masons in the United States
belonging to 15,620 subordinate
Lodges, a net gain of 72,036 for
the year. According to him, con-
siderable interest has been shown
on liability insurance to cover the
Grand Lodge and its subordinate

——o000
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Lodges for claims arising from
degree work in which the orga-
nization may be culpable. An in-
stance was reported in which 2
Lodge was sued for $100,000 by
a candidate who was injured dur-
ing the Master’s degree due to
over enthusiasm and zeal of the
team. This will serve as a warn-
ing to our Brethren in this Juris-
diction.

Our Grand Representative near
this Grand Lodge, Bro. E. E.
Warmath of Jackson attended the
annual communication. Bro. Juan
A. Sarenas represents this centu-
ry old Grand Lodge in the Phil-
ippines.

ALABAMA — 1955

The Grand Lodge of F. & A. M.
of the State of Alabama was con-
vened at the Masonic Temple in
the City of Montgomery on the
evening of November 22, 1955, for
its 135th Annual Communication.
The delegates were welcomed by
M. W. Franklin W. Parks, P.G.M.,
Associate Commissioner of the
City of Montgomery, on behalf
of the City, and were extended
sincere best wishes for a most
profitable communication.

M. W. Grand Master John W.
Preddy reported having attended
237 Lodges, Masonic conferences,
Shrine ceremonials, Order of East-
ern Star Chapters, Knights Tem-
plar, Royal Arch, DeMolay, Grot-
to, Scottish Rite aand Rainbow
Girls meetings and in doing so
traveled 47,000 miles. The most

important activity of this Grand
Loodge according to its Grand
Master is the Masonic Home where
they ‘“see the lessons taught at
the Altar in actual practice.” As
of September 30 of the vear under
review, there were enrolled in the
Home 21 men, 65 women, 16 Boys,
and 6 Girls or a total of 108. A
Farm is maintained which imple-
ments in a large measure in the
sustenance of the Home. We find
from the report of the Farm Com-
mittee for the Alabama Masonic
Home that 32,057 gallons of milk
was produced by the Dairy from
which produce the Home used 8-
695 gallons and the remaining was
sold for $10,918.95. Hogs, poul-
try, cattle as well as vegetable
and track crops are also being
raised. The Home’s total stated
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value of assets is $248,969.24.

Bro. John C. de Holl, Grand
Representative of the Grand Lodge
of the Netherlands near the Grand
Lodge of Alabama submitted a
very interesting special report and
emphasized important events
which occured in the Grand Lodge
he represents, among which was
the founding of a Sovereign Indo-
nesian Authority later to be named
as Timur Agung Indionesia, under
the sponsorship of the Grand East
of Netherlands. The independ-
ent Grand KEast of Indonesia is
composed of four native Lodges,
however, the Dutch subordinate
Lodges were not included and will
continue their Masonic activities
unhindered. @ We hope that the
Dutch Lodges will in the near fu-
ture join the newly consecrated
Grand Lodge at Djakarta to make
Masonry in that neighboring coun-
try at least universal in scope.

The Grand Lodge of Alabama is
in relationship of amity with our
Grand Lodge but does not recog-
nize several Grand Lodges in South
America due to the present tur-
bulent and adverse conditions in
there. We recommend the reader
to peruse over the excellent and
interesting report of the Chairman
of the Committee on Foreign Cor-
respondence which is printed in
the Proceedings of the Grand
Lodge of Alabama for 1955, as
space forbids us to incorporate in
this review the whole text, much
as we desire it.

The Grand Orator, R. W. Bro.
Albert B. Stapp, delivered an in-
spiring address which was listened
with close attention. He mentioned

a few of the significant ways in
which the Number Three im-
presses him, to wit:

1. There are three Divine Per-
sons in the Godhead.

2. There are three kingdoms.
the kingdom of Satan (the
world) ; the kingdom of Christ
(the Church) ; and the eternal
kingdom (heaven).

3. There are three classes of
God’s work; the miraculous, the
natural, and the providential.

4. There are three basic ele-
ments of the gospel as it relates
to man; the death, the burial
and the resurrection.

5. There are three commands
for erring Christians; confes-
sion of sin, repentance, and pray-
er for forgiveness.

6. There are three major
things involved in accepting the
word of God; believe the facts,
obey the commands, and enjoy
the promises.

7. There are three classes of
temptation; the lust of the flesh,
the lust of the eyes, and the vain
glory, or pride of life.

8. There are three major res-
ponsibilities which we as Christ-
ians and Masons are charged to
do; be patriotic (give unto Cae-
sar what is Caesar’s and unto
God what is God’s), be charit-
able, honest and virtuous, and
to do good to all men.

The Grand Lodge of Alabama
had on July 14, 1955, 432 Lodges
with a total membership of 72.-
284, among whom, 1,807 were Mi-
nisters. Our Grand Representa-
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tive, Bro. W. Bruce Nelson was
absent during this Communication.
Their Grand Representative near
our Grand Lodge. Bro. Louis M.

Haussman never misses to attend
any important Masonic event in
this Jurisdiction when he is in
town.

—o000—

ARISONA — 1956

This Grand Lodge was convened
for its Seventy-fourth annual Com-
munication on April 23 and 24,
1956, by the M. W. Grand Master,
Carey B. Wilson in the “Blue
Room” of the Phoenix Masonic
Temple, at Phoenix, Arizona.

The Grand Master was pleased
to say that during the year, he
visited every Lodge in his Juris-
diction, inspite of the fact that
because of his doctor’s order, he
was unable to visit neighboring
Grand Lodges. The Grand Lodge
of Arizona claims with a feeling
of sincere pride as the Grand
Lodge of the Philippines does, that
the M. W. Grand Lodge of Califor-
nia is their parent organization.
It has 49 Lodges with a total mem-
bership of 10,688 or a net gain of
452 from last year.

The Grand Secretary reported
that the Grand Lodge had request-
ed 18 Lodges in eleven Sister
Grand Jusridictions “including the
Grand Lodge of the Philippines”
to confer the degrees on their can-
didates. 16 Fifty-year Grand
Lodge awards of Gold were pres-
ented to Brethren who have com-
pleted fifty years of continuous
membership in a “Regular Mason-
ic Lodge or Lodges.”

A civic activity of this Grand
Lodge is the annual observance of

Public Schools Week. This is held
in pursuant to a proclamation of
the Governor of the State in which
he said, “I urge that during this
week every citizen visit a public
school and become personally ac-
quainted with the work and activi-
ties of our Public School system.”
A Committee for the observance
suggested plans of action among
which was the joint effort arrange-
ments with the local Parent Teach-
ers Association to provide suitable
programs and to get attendance
for the meetings jointly arranged,
and the handling of a state-wide
essay contest in grades 2-12 inclu-
sive. Inasmuch as we have here
prominent Masons in the educa-
tional field, a similar activity may
be instituted by our Grand Lodge.

A Wayfarer’s Club has been in
existence for 35 years which gives
the needed morale to Brethren who
are confined in the hospitals. The
Committee on Foreign Relations
recommended recognition of the
Grand Lodge of F. & A. M. of Chi-
na and the establishment of frater-
nal relations with the Gran Loggia
Nazionale Dei Liberi Muratori
D’Italia—Grande Orient D’Italia,
as they meet the requirements re-
lative to the “Principles of Re-
cognition.”

The Order of DeMolay is being
given the needed support and fi-
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nancial assistance by this Grand
Lodge. A total contribution of
$40,000 has been given by various
individuals. It was aptly said by
the Grand Lodge Committee on
DeMolay that, “If we walk with
these boys in their youth, we feel
that they will walk with us in their
manhood.” Scholarships have been
granted to several members of the
Order.

The Committee on Grievances
was happy to report that peace
and harmony prevailed throughout
the Jurisdiction and that no mat-
ters of grievance have been pre-
sented to it.

The administration of relief and
assistance to sojourning Brethren
is being carried out by the Mason-
ic Sojourners Service Association.

We find in the Proceedings that
the Grand Lodge holds its Annual
Communication in different cities
of the State. A resolution was
presented and adopted that the
next annual communication be held
in the nome Lodge of its incoming
Grand Master in Winslow. The
Jurisprudence Committee approved
the decisions of a Lodge that “a
bartender is not eligible to receive
the degrees, it being the unwritten
law that applicants whose princi-
pal business is the manufacture,
distribution or sale of intoxicating
liquours should be rejected.”

The Grand Lodge is represent-
ed here by our Wor, Bro. Filemon
Asuncion, and by Bro. Stanley W.
Coon in Arizona.

—Jose E. Racela, Reviewer

———000——

MORE ANCIENT THAN THE GOLDEN FLEECE. . .

In the lecture of the first de.
gree, it is said of the Mason’s
Apron that it is “more ancient
than the Golden Fleece or Roman
Eagle, more honorable than the
Star and Garter™.

The reference is here evidently
not to the Argonautic expedition
in search of the golden fleece, nor
to the deluge, of which that event
is supposed to have been a figure
as Dr. Oliver incorrectly supposes,
hut to certain decorations of honor
with which the Apron is compared.
The eagle was to the Romans the
ensign of imperial power; the Or-
der of the Golden Fleece was of
high repute as an order of knight-
hood. It was established in Fland-
ers in 1429, by the Duke of Bur-
gundy, who selected the fleece for

its badge because wool was the
staple product of the country.

It has been considered, says
Clark, one of the most illustrious
orders in Europe. The Order of
the Garter was, and is still con:
sidered, the highest decoration
that can be bestowed upon a sub-
ject by a sovercign of Great Bri
tain. Thus the Apron is proudly
compared with the noblest deco-
rations of ancient Rome and of
modern Europe.

But the Masons may have been
also influenced in their selection
of a reference to the Golden Fleece
by the fact that in the Middle Ages
it was one of the most important
symbols of the Hermetic philoso-
phers.

—Indiana Freemason.

——000——
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From THE MASONIC WORLD
by Ray V. Denslow, P.G.)M.

ANTI-MASONIC NEWS

Freemasonry reccives special
mention in the Sign Post, a na-
tional Catholic publication; we
quote from two recent “install-
ments.” Both have reference to
that terrible sect—the Freemasons:

MASONS: K. of C.

(a) How do you go wbout be-
coming a Knight of Columbus?

(b) Why is the Masonic Order
hanned by the Catholic Church?
Where can I get an informative
booklet on Masonry?  Shoild «
Catholic associate with Masonic
friends?

—E. K., Garden City, Mich.

Inquire from your parish priest
as to the nearest local Council of
the K. of C., or write to the
Knights of Columbus Headquar-
ters, New Haven 7, Conn.

Although the majority of Ma-
sons do not themselves realize it,
Free-masonry is a so-called veli-
gion that is man-made and anti-
Christian; their oath of blind obe-
dience is incompatible with a Ca-
tholic’s loyalty to his Church. The
inner circles of this organization,
in this country as well as in Eu-
rope, are dangerously hostile to
the Church. A Catholic who joins
the Masons is excommunicated
from the Church and is deprived

of church burial. A Catholic who
has joined the Masons and who
wishes to be reconciled to the
Church can do so in such a way
as not to lose the benefits of Ma-
sonic life insurance or the like. As
to procedure, he should consult his
parish priest or the Bishop’s Of-
fice.

Social contact between a Catho-
lic and a Mason who is onlv on
the fringe of the organization
might be harmless. That problem
should be settled on an individual
basis and with the advice of vour
confessor. For information .write
for a pamphlet, to the Paulist
Press, 401 W. 59 St.,, New York
19, N. Y. or to Radio Replies Press,
St. Paul 1, Minn.

CORNEA TRANSPLANT

Since cremation or even dissec-
tion of the body after death is
forbidden, how about a donatior
of the cornea to an eye bank?—

—J. G. Milford, Conn.

In general, it is the mind of the
Church that the utmost respect be
given to the body of the deceased,
because it has been the life part-
ner of the soul and is destined for
reunion with the soul throughout
eternity. Burial in a grave or in
a vault permits a natural process
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of disintegration. Recourse to cre-
mation savors of an unnatural vio-
lence. But the chief objection of
the Church to eremation is based
upon the anti-religious attitude of
the French Masons who tried so
streneously to popularize crema-
tion. For them, the “annihilation”
of the body betokened their de-
nial of the soul’s immortality and
of the resurrection.

To one who has due reverence
for the body of a departed soul,
dissection for scientific purposes
or even an unnecessary autopsy is
repugnant. It is quite different,
however, to donate to a living per-
son, in a spirit of Christ-like cha-
rity, either an expendable amount
of blood, or skin for a graft, or to
bequeath a cornea to an eye bank
for transplant.

REFRESHING?

This item taken from the Vox
Pop column of the Milwaukee
(Wis.) Journal, may not properly
belong in the ‘anti-Masonic”
section of this review, but it
is refreshing, coming from one
who signs “A Roman Catholic.”

Saturday I viewed the greatest
show on earth, mainly the parade
of the Shriners.

These men were so flawless in
dress and manner. They were a
tonic for our city. The fine chari-
table projects they support. with
no distinction as to race or reli-
gion, are most commendable. All
of this reminds me of the poet,
Ella Wheelers Wilcox, who wrote:

So many paths that wind and wind,

When just the art of being kind
Is all this old world needs?

—A Roman Catholic

Another argument for Masonic
charity. What we do for ourselves
may be criticized. What we do
for others is true Charity, which
is not subject to just criticism.
000——

HUMOR
Remarkable Memoiy

An Eastern Star publvication (of
all places) is responsible for the
following:

Three very small youngsters
were bragging to each other about
how far back they could remem-
ber.

“] can remember when I was
only three vears old,” said one.

“That’s not so far,” said ano-
ther; “I can remember when I
was only two.’

The third member of the group
won the contest with:

“You are pikers. I can remem-
ber the very day I was born; yes,
I remember it very well, because
nobody was there except me and
my grandma. Mother and daddy
had gone to an Eastern Star meet-
ing.

Lloyd Wilson, Grand Secretary
of California, quotes a Past Grand
Master of Idaho as defining a di-
plomat—*“a man who could tell you
to go to hell in such a nice language
that you really look forward to
the trip.”

.
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A Masonic Lodge Is Not A Service Club

(We are reprinting the following address by the late Wor. Bro. Herman W. Page
of the Grand Lodge of North Dakota to present a timely comparison of Masonry

with othei

fraternal organizations for thoughtful study by all Craftsmen and

also for the benefit of the profane~-JER)

Not having been assigned to
any particular subject, I have cho-
sen one which may be hard to dis-
cuss and put across the real im-
port of the subject. However, it
is one which I am sure we have all
heard of in some form or another.
Masonic lodges are being criticized
for their failure to take part in a
large number of public activities
and programs and leads me im-
mediately to the very blunt title
of my subject which is: “A Ma-
sonic Lodge Is Not a Service Club.”

The first half of this century
will be noted for many world shak-
ing events. They have followed
cach other so rapidly as to over-
shadow many of the trends and
movements in our social order
which have accompanied them.
The number of organizations for
the relief of humanity has been
particularly noticeable. It would
seem as if men (and women too),
since World War I, have become
intensely conscious of the import
of the Master’s words when He
said, “Not every one who saith
Lord, Lord, but he that doeth the
will of my Father, shall inherit
the Kingdom of Heaven,” hence
the urge to be up and doing.

Many of these organizations
whose names are common and
whose activities are widely pub-
licized, have great achievement to
their credit. Vast sums of money
have been collected and dedicated

to human betterment. Much time
and effort has been contributed by
members toward the advancement
of various projects. These are
truly noble endeavors to translate
principles into practice, ideas into
realities, and rtaith into works,
through the effort of doing. The
worthwhile accomplishments of
these organizations and the favor-
able publicity associated therewith
have been disturbing factors in
the life of Freemasonry during
the same period.

In discussions conecernirg the
Craft and comparisons with these
other institutions, members have,
from time to time, advocated a
similiar program. In some in-
stances officers and lodges have
endeavored to implement their
ideas along these lines.

Sincere brethren sometimes give
expression to their feeling of dis-
appointment at what they term the
failure of the Craft to put its prin-
ciples into practice. They feel a
sense of frustration like those in
the parable who stood idly in the
market place, because no man had
hired them, though there was much
work to be done in the Master’s
vineyard. They are waiting for a
call to active service in some great
cause or project.

It is claimed that Freemasonry
is suffering by comparison with
these other organizations, that it
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is losing to them many of its keen
voung members, who are attracted
by the more colorful activities as-
sociated with their operation, and
that its influence for good must
decline if it continues to remain
within its tyled walls.

These trends of prevailing
thought among members present a
very definite challenge to the Craft
and particularly to those in posi-
tions of responsibility for the guid-
ance of the Craft. The question
remains as to whether our Grand
Lodge, or any group of its constitu-
ent lodges in a city or district
should foster some projects direct-
ed towards public welfare? The
search for the right answer in-
volves some consideration of what
Freemasonry really is. What arve
its fundamental principles, its doc-
trines and teachings as well as the
purpose or chjective toward which
the whole organization is direct-
ed? In the Masonic design the
major effort is directed toward the
development of character in the
individual man, who is mentally
and morally qualified to benefit
from its teaching, and who has
the desire to learn and improve.

By a peculiar system of ritual
and ceremonies, great principles
of morality and virtue are incul-
cated which help to build him into
a better man and citizen. By
keeping the great principles of
truth, honor, charity and justice
strong in the lives of individuals.
Freemasonry believes that good-
ness and honor in society must re-
sult from the presence of men in
it who are actuated by these high
principles.

Other organizations may find op-
portunities for service in seeking
to improve the suffering and hard-
ship which result from maladjust-
ment of the social system, the re-
sult of wrong and evil in society,
but Masonry seeks to apply its age
old, tried and proven philosophy
to the cause, the source from which
most evil comes. It deals in prin-
ciples rather than in projects, in
the dissemination of ideals rather
than in programs of self advertise-
ment.

Men can agree on principles and
ideals without agreeing on the par-
ticular method by which they may
be applied to some specific prob-
lem. Rivalries and contentions
over the merits of various projects
to be undertaken could sow the
seeds of dissension in the lodge,
while it is the very essence of
Masonry that unity and harmony
shall prevail.

A Masonic lodge may be likened
to a school or university, where
men, who are qualified, go through
a course of study in science or art.
Its graduates having learned that
Freemesonry is a way of life to be
lived, day by day, go out into the
world and give practical effect to
the principles and ideals which
they have acquired in their train-
ing as Craftsmen.

In a college or university, the
student is taught the principles
of engineering, agriculture, law,
medicine and various other sub-
jects, then having graduated, he
goes forth to apply his knowledge
in the world of commerce, etc.
But no one puts forth the sugges-
tion that the school itself should
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enter the field of engineering or
set up a factorv for the manufac-
ture of articles designed to carry
into practical effect the principles
which it has taught its students.
No one expects this nor could the
school do so without detriment to
its usefulness as an institution of
learning.

Why then expect the college of
Freemasonry to sponsor projects
or embark upon adventures outside
the scope of its organization or
beyond the design of its peculiar
system? Why should its glory as
an institution, dedicated to the
teaching of moral principles, be
tarnished by the influence of petty
rivalries among contending claim-
ants for its sponsorship of their
particular projects, whether poli-
tical, civil or religious? The prin-
cipal task of Freemasonry is still
the making of Masons—building
a temple of living stones.

As the university graduate car-
ries his skill into the world of com-
merce and industry, so the Mason-
ic graduate carries his skill and
the honor of the ancient Craft into
the world of thought and ideas, of
life and conduct. where men may
see his good works and be inspired
by his example. Thus Masonic
ideals and principles overflow into

the life of the community in which
we live. If our community and
national life does not reflect that
quality of higher idealism,- then
our task is to improve the quality
of our lodge membership, rather
than to dissipate our energies fol-
lowing a Will-o-the-Wisp of tem-
porary schemes and projects.

Institutions which are organized
for service activities owe much of
their success to the presence in
their ranks of men who received
their training in Masonic lodges
and adopt his method of putting
their ideals into practice. There is
no direct competition between
these bodies and our aneient insti-
tution.

A fitting conclusion to this sub-
ject might be a quotation from a
distinguished Past Grand Master
of the Craft, His Majesty King
George the VI, when he said:
“Freemasonry has behind it the
experience of nearly two and one-
half centuries of steadfast adher-
ence to fundamental principles,
and I believe that a determination
to maintain the values which have
been the rock upon which the Ma-
sonic structure has stood firm
against the storms of the past, is
the only policy that should be pur-
sued in the future.”

e 000——

“Ambition is the impulse whose
response is action; it is the true
exponent of moral capacity and
physical courage. It is represent-
ed by things attempted and by
things achieved; by plans that pe-
rished and by deeds that live. It

raises man to highest usefulness
and clothes him with the fullest
power. Ambition is the logarithm
of life.”

—Grand Orator Norvell of
Oklahoma, 1915.
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From the Oklahoma York Rite News, we pass these to you.

Several Americans high in public life were made Masons “at sight,”
-~ a rarely used prerogative of a Grand Master. President William Ho-
ward Taft was made a member of the Craft in this manner by the Grand
Master of Ohio.
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General George C. Marshall, Army Chief of Staff, and Jesse H.
Jones, Secretary of Commerce, were so raised December, 16, 1941, at
emergency lodge sessions in Washington, D.C., which lasted four hours.
with three degrees conferred in short form. Gen. Marshall’s father
had been Worshipful Master of Uniontown, Pennsylvania.

Gen. Douglas MacArthur was elevated “at sight” at Manila in
1936 by the Grand Master of the Philippines. ((This took place during
the term of Most Worshipful Brother Frederic Harper Stevens as
Grand Master).

President William McKinley received the three symbolic degrees
each a day apart—May 1, 2, and 3, 1865.

Fresident Andrew Jackson was the first President to become a Scot-
tish Rite Mason, the degree being conferred upon him by two mem-
bers cf the Rite in the library of the White House.

George M. Leader, Governor of Pennsylvania was made a Mason
at sight at the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania March 3, at York, Pa.

———o000

Confucius (471 B.C.) said: “A
master mason in teaching his ap-
prentices makes use of the com-
passes and square; ye, who are
engaged in the pursuit of wisdom,
must also make use of the com-
passes and square.”

—Sandusky Masonic Bulletin.
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Every Lodge is an emblem and
prophecy of the world, and there
will be no abiding peace on earth
until what Masonry exhibits on a
small scale is made world-wide
and its spirit of goodwill among
men of all ranks, races and reli-
gions becomes the reigning genius
of humanity.

—Joseph Fort Newton
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WHY | AM A FREEMASON

(I’V‘[Ui(l”l E. Davison, Nevada)

By nature I am a joiner, ever since 1 stood in the 1

of the lodge ’till the time I was anointed into High Pr 1
every minute of it; of all my membersnips m fraternal organiza
however the closest to my heart is that in Freemasonry. First I j

the fraternity because I admired the Freemasons I had known:
seemed to be outstanding men, since then I have learned a lot by read-
ing and attending lodges. But perhaps my chief reason for being a
Freemason is the sense of belonging.

As I read the tables of statistics showing the Masonic membership
throughout the world I am impressed with the thought of the mighty
mfluence this order must exert. It is wonderful to know that I have
3,794,223 brothers throughout the United States, ana another 1,682,000
in the rest of the world; a total of 5,476,223 brothers just the good
fellowship alone is an attraction; the lodge meetings, the soecial affairs,
and the swimming, hunting or fishing companions, Freemasons are not
exclusive; they are remarkably democratic. When a man enters the
lodge it is like entering one big family for they become all equal from
President of the United States to the lowly ditch-digeger.

Primarily, the Masonic Fraternity is a working order. They coope-
rate closely with the local communities on Go-to-Church Sundays, fund
campaigns, patriotic observances, educational problems. They sponsor
youth movements, the Boy Scouts and the DeMoiays. They are against
Communism and are staunch supporters for Liberty. How lofty the
thought: Liberty enlightening the World; to be free is the first, the
noblest aspiration of the human heart. And it is now an admitied
truth, that only in proportion as men hecome possessed of Liberty, do
they become civilized, enlightened and useful. Freemasonry is deeply
concerned with mankind’s everlasting search for peace on earth, good
will to man; this sense of the brotherhood of man under the fatherhood
of God, we feel, is a powerful force for peace in the world today. :

The history and tradition of our Craft interests me because they
deal with the past, and endeavor to create from the relics of myth and
tradition the picture of an older and nobler time.

The young fellow-craft who applies at the quarries of Zeredatha
for work, and learns that he must not seek what is not his just due,
realizes the importance of apparently simple things, for the stone that
the builders rejected may become the head of the corner: that he who
enlers the vineyard at the eleventh hour, and does his best, may be re-
warded as well as he whe bears the heat and burden of the day.

Freemasonry teaches man to practice charity and benevolence, to
protect chastity, to respect the ties of blood and friendship, to adopt the
principles and revere the ordinances of religion, to assist the feeble,
guide the blind, raise up the downtrodden, shelter the orphan, guard the
altar, support the government, inculcate morality, promote learning,
love man, fear God, implore His mercy and hepe for happiness.
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Freemasons have one Father, which makes them brothers, and I am
one of them. it is as simple and wniversal as that!

—The Royal Arch Mason, September, 1956
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