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GRAND LODGE OF FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS
OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS

PUBLISHED FOR AND IN THE INTEREST OF THE MEMBERS OF THE LODGES OF THIS JURISDICTION

A Filipino Masonic Leader

M. W. P. G. M. Rafael Palma,

. Formerly President of the Universily of the Philippines
and at present Chairman of the National Council of Education,

is one of the outstanding Freemasons in this jurisdiction.

An interview with him appears in the Spanish seciion of this number.
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TO ALL OUR BRETHREN:

Whenever they come to town with their families
they are all cordially invited to visit and see the latest

in Ladies’ Wear and Beauty Products at

QOlclenLerq’s

Plaza Cervantes, Near Jones Bridge

Oxford Bible for Masons

Special features: A Presentation Page;
. . A Mason’s Charge; A six-page article “The
The Masonic Hospital for Crippled Bible and- Masonry” by Dr. Joseph Fort
T Newton; A 120-page special Masonic Con-
Chlldren, Inc. cordance; 12 maps and 30 pages of plates

and illustrations.

All regular Masons are urged to join this Masonic

Cover is genuine leather—blue—with
the square and compass in gold on front
cover.

Charity engaged in the reclamation of poor crippled
children in these Islands, and maintaining since 1925 a
Masonic Ward for Crippled Children in the Mary J. X
' PRICE P7.00

Johnston Memorial Hospital in Tondo. Joining fee,

P10.00. Annual dues, P2.00. THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY

Address WM. HUSE CHAPMAN, Secret 1 680 1eaao Feral
ress L 5 ecre ary " >
P. 0. Box 84, Manila, P. I. Manila
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THE GRAND LODGE OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS

: The. Grand' Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the Philippine Islands, founded in 1912, has 104 Lodges (23 in the City
of Mamla), with approximately 5,200 Master Masons. It is the only sovereign Grand Lodge in Asia that is universally
recognized. Its territury, the Philippine Archipelago, has a land area of 114,400 square miles and a population of thirteen
millions. The present elective Grand Officers are: Conrado Benitez, Grand Master; J. H. Alley, Deputy Grand Master;

José Abad Santos, Senior Grand Warden; Clark James, Jupnior Grand Warden; Vicente Carmona, Grand Treasurer, and

Teodoro M. Kalaw, Grand Secretary.

Grand Lodge meets on the fourth Tuesday of January each year.
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Perturbing Interference

ATHOLIC Action in the Philippines has de-
manded of the State University the elimina-
XEeRP] tion of two books from its curriculum—one
on sociology and another on philosophy—on the
ground that they contain ideas contrary to the doc-
trines of the Church.

It is hard to believe that any sectarian entity
can make such a demand; it is perturbing to eve-
ry liberty-loving citizen of this country that a reli-
gious body should thus encroach upon the inherent
prerogatives of the University of the State.

The people support their University on the pro-
position that it shall be above all outside interferen-

ces. No religious group is supposed to tell it what to
do. The soul of a university is its academic freedom,
and who violates that freedom deserves public censure,

The Church has its place in the community, but
it should stay there and not invade other places. This
goes for every other church as well. That Catholic
Action should show interest in the University, is but
natural; that it should try to meddle in its affairs, is
not right and should be condemned.

The Case Of Mussolini

T has been recalled to us that Benito Mussolini,
Fascist dictator of Italy, was once a Freema-
son but abjured Freemasonry; and further-

more, that he has ordered all Masonic Lodges in Italy

dissolved. Detractors of the Order have taken
these facts to mean that Freemasonry is dangerous or

Mussolini would never have dissolved it; also, that

Masonic Lodges serve no practical purpose and there-

fore are unnecessary.

Undoubtedly, in the scheme of a dictatorship like
that of Mussolini, Freemasonry is, a contrary force—a
danger, if that is what you want to call it. Freema-
sons are free men, not slaves; therefore, where
they are, there can be no tyrant. There can be, said
Rizal, no tyrant where there are no slaves. Megalo-
mania leadership is not in consonance with Masonic
discipline.

If by practical purpose is meant the use of a
Lodge for ends of personal aggrandizement, then Mus-

solini has done the right thing renouncing an institu-
tion that lends itself as an instrument to the satisfac-
tion of nobody’s ambitions. Freemasonry has no
place for self_seeking, and seeks not to have the power-
ful in its Lodges. It is content to live in the spirit of
its brotherhood—the greatest brotherhood of men

upon this earth.

Did Mussolini abjure Freemasonry?  What is
there to abjure, unless it be the inalterable Masonic
principles of human uplift, and the deathless glory of
truths that have shone through the ages against all
the dark powers of Bigotry and Intolerance?  Did
Mussolini abjure the divine grandeurs of Freemasonry ?
Then, indeed, he is willing to admit that in the iron
rule of his temporal power he has no more need of a
square for his conduct, and a compass for his passions.
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WHAT OUR LODGES ARE DOING

RED LETTER DAY

The first Thursday of March this year will 2o
down in the history of Magindanaw Lodge No. 40
as one of the most important days of the year 1936.
It being the stated meeting for the month, 20 mem-
bers of the lodge and four visiting brethren, includ-
ing the Deputy Grand Master, who has honored the
iodge by an official visitation, were present,

. _Among the members present were: Wor. Bros.
A. Velez, M. C. Fernandez, A. A. Pabayo, M. Y. Su-
niel, A. P. Shapit, P. Santiago, and Bros. H.pona, Sil-
vestre, Go Ana, Erfe, Semana, Caburian, Galinpin,
Dulanas N. Velez, Queppet, Jimenez, D. Fabella, C.
Cruz, Escobar, and R. E. Reyes, District Inspector.
I. C. de Vega, P. M. and Right Wor. Bro. J. H. Alley
were also present.

Right after the Official Reception of the Grand
Master with Grand Honors, the lodge proceded with
the stated meeting, and the.conferring of the degree
of F. C. upon Bro. Antonio E. Reyes. A supper in
the Club room in the Temple followed the degree
work. Before the closing ceremonies, the Grand Mas._
ter gave a very interesting and instructive taik.

The Grand Master visited the Masonic cemetery
and was highly impressed by the progress the lodge
has accomplished during the past few years. He re.
marked, however, that the lodge should endeavor to
live within its budget. He recommended the increase
of monthly dues and the consequent doing away with
voluntary contributions. He advised close study of
the proposition to lower the entrance fees for Ma-
sonic degrees.

VR Ol
MAKILING LODGE ACTIVE

The extraordinary enthusiasm being displayed
these days by the brethren belonging to MAKILING
NO. 72, CALAMBA, headed by Wor. Bro. Engracio
L. Valmonte, is attracting pleasant and favorable
comments from all circles. These brethren are hold.
ing get-together parties every month with their res-
pective families participating.

On February 26th, last, at the residence of Wor.,
Bro. and Mrs. Cesario Dalmacio at Canlubang the
brethren from several towns of the province came
with their ladies in happy celebration of the birth-
day anniversary of Wor. Bro. Dalmacio.

On Sunday noon, March 8th, the party shifted
to Carmona, Cavite, this time to congratulate Bro.
Juan Zamora, vice-president of the town, on his 45th
birthday. The wives of the brethren again graced
the occasion by their presence.

For the month of April, Mount Makiling and its
fastnesses will likely be the choice of the brethren
and their families. Bro. and Mrs. Macaiio K. Abad,
having been chosen to manage the affair, are plan-
ning to take their brethren up there for a whole day
excursion,

Wor. Bro. Valmonte, Master of the Lodge, dec-
lared that it was part of his program for the year
to continue holding these monthly get-together par-

ties with the aim in view of fostering more fellow-
ship and closer fraternal relations among the brethren

and their families.
% k x %

SUBLIME DEGREE CONFERRED

Mount Huraw Lodge No. 98 conferred the sub-
lime degree of Master Mason on Bro. Vicente Uy Ki-
eng on January 10, 1936. On the following day,
Jan. 11th, Bro. Barthold Fexer was passed to the
degree of Fellowcraft. A large number of brethrem
irom Makaguwas Lodge No. 47 were present.

¥ 0k ok ®
KEYSTONE INSTALLS OFFICERS

On January 23, 1936, the officers of Keystone
Lodge No. 100 for the ensuing Masonic Year were
installed by Wor. Bro. E. R. Martinez, P. M., of Island
Lodge No. 5, and District Inspector of this Lodge,
assisted by Wor. Bro. ¥. E. Palma, P. M., who acted
as Master of Ceremonies. 'The follow:ng otfficers were
instatled: W. M., Bro. Inocencio G. Sigua; S. W., Ma-
cario Odiamar; J. 'W., Esteban Castillo; Treasurer,
Mariano D. Untalan; Secretary Amado Esleta, P. M.;
Cnapiam, Porfirio 1T1jng, P. M.; Marshal, Pablo L.
Itdrozo; 8. D., Pio T. ¥ranco; J. D., Juan M. Lucas;
S. 8., A. N. Dingias, P. M.; J. S., Castor Viray, P.
M., vyler, Modesto Mendoza. Wor. Bro. A. D. Ro-
sario, P. M. Hiram Loage No. 83, presenced
the P. M. Jewel to Wor. bro. Yorfirio ‘lijing, the
retiring Master. Other speakers were bro. 1. G. Sig-
ma, Incoming Master, Wor. sros. H. H. Arnoias, r.
M., Island Lodge No. 5, Francisco Llamado, P. .,
bagong buhay Loage No. 17, and Bro. Captain kFred
C. Lomas of Glousta Lodge No. 607, Ohio.

% ¥ ¥
MOUNT APO VISITED

On February 29th Kight Wor. Bro. Joseph H.
Alley, Deputy Grand Master, made an official visita-
tion to Mount Apo Lodge No. 45. The Wor. Master
and several members or the Lodge delivered short
speeches, followed by the Deputy Grand Master. In
s tatk Right Wor. Bro. Alley recounted the impor-
tant questions taken up in the last Grand Lodge An-
uual Communication. Kvery one was pleased with
the visit of Deputy Grand Master Alley and it serv-
ed to revive interest In masonry among members of
the craft in this city. Refreshments were served
atter the meeting.

At the stated meeting held on March 5th B.c.
John B. Wooster of Calirorma Lodge No. 1, a visitor
In Zamboanga, gave an interesting talk on his tra-
vels in China, Hawaii, Java and other countries
‘Lhere was also a big attendance at this meeting and
everybody enjoved Bro. Wooster’s talk.

* 0k ¥ ¥
CONSTITUTION EXPLAINED

Under the auspices of MAGINDANAW No. 40,
Cagayan, Or. Misamis, the municipal government of
Cagayan celebrated the 1936 Constitution Day with

(Continued on page 188)
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Freemasonry’s Long Existence Against All Attacks
Proves Its Attributes Of Divine Truth And Virtue

[Fanaticism, Bigotry, Intolerance, Political Intrigues Have Failed To Overwhelm
Craft as Factor for Common Good

By ALBERT E. TATTON, P. M., Minerva Lodge No. 41,
Manila, P. I.

Freemasonry as we understand it today is largely
the result of evolution during the past two hundred
odd years. From a very simple institution in 1717,
it has become a great world-wide fraternity with a
complex organization and upwards of three million
members. Nowhere throughout the world is there any
central or supreme body of Freemasons, nevertheless
there is unity of aims and purposes, and as time
passes greater efforts will be put forth for unity of
action among all Frreemasons.

The M:sonic Fraternity through its inherent
strength from the soundness of its teachings has exis:-
ed through all these years. TFor over two centuries
it has withstood the attacks of its enemies and passed
through years of indifference on the part of its friends,
only to emerge strengthened and purified by the or-
deal. No other evidence of its worth and merit is
more striking. Not only has it existed, but it has
increased in membership and in material strength.
Through the practice of its teachings it has become a
great moral and social force in the lives of men wher-
ever civilization is found.

Our madern civilization is very complex. Each
generation receives from the previous generattion the
social inheritance of the past. To this it adds the pro-
duct of the mind and the experience of the age and
passes on to the succeeding generation what it received
and what it has achieved. Our civilization is there-
fore the sum total of all the varigd experiences of past
generations and civilizations. With growing complex-
ity there have come many problems. Man, from his
very nature, endeavors to solve these problems. He
~searches for the proof of things. Out of this endea-
vor institutions have evolved—the home, the church,
the school, legislatures, parliaments, leagues, clubs,
fraternities, organizations without number—all, in the
last analysis, an indication of man’s effort to solve the
problems that confront him. Freemasonry is an in-
stitution which has arisen for this purpose, and hence
has a specific function to perform in every community
in which it is established.

Freemasonry has become a widespread and far-
reaching organization bearing within itself the most
convincing evidence that it was formed for worthy
purposes and to promote among men peace, harmony,
goodwill, mutual sympathy, relief and brotherly love,
to inculcate love of country and respect for its rulers
and laws, and to discountenance rebellion against its
duly constituted authorities. Its patronage by the
wisest and best men in all ages, its inherent vitality
and its long existence against the combined attacks of
religious fanaticism, bigoted intolerance, blind preju-
dice, priestly inquisitions and political intrigues, while
thousands of other societies have passed away and
their names forgotten, proves that Freemasonry must
have within itself the attributes of Divine Truth and
the elements of sublime virtue,

Freemasonry is founded upon a belief in a Spiri-

tual Being—in a Supreme Deity. This belief is so
broaid in its scope that it permits of its acceptance by
all nien. From this naturally follows the teaching of
a Brotherhood of Man, with its logical practice of cha-
rity—not alone toward the Brethren but towards all
mankind,

The fundamental purpose of F reemagsonry is the
development of character. It inculcates every prin-
ciple and teaches every lesson essential to the highest

“quality of manhood, and if Freemasons fail as men it

is not because of a lack of teaching but rather the
failure of the individual Freemason to apply the les-
sons to his everyday life. It has always been a potent
influence for good in every community, a builder of
character and good citizenship, ever subservient, and
obedient to the laws of the state and never wavering
in its allegiance thereto. Dr. S. Parkes Cadman in
a radio message, a few years ago, epitomized the task
to which Freemasonry is committed as follows:

It makes for the consolidation of society.

It believes in God’s fatherhood and man’s bro-
therhood. :

It relieves want and distress.

It conquers national and racial barriers.

It teaches loyalty to country, church and religion.

It upholds established morals and presents a fine
example of democracy combining personal frecadom
with the submission to recognized authority,

Freemasonry, therefore, has a great part in the
world’s work. Its purposes are wholly unselfish and
its constant endeavors are directed toward the attain-
ment of that greatly desired condition in which the
character of its adherents shall be so developed and
strengthened as to make them outstanding men and
citizens. Hence it is an intensely practical thing and
while the passing of time has enhanced the glory of
its record, it has also enlarged its field of practical
service to mankind until it stands today as the great-
est man-made agency for human good that the world
has ever known.

There are some who would place Freemasonry
among the religions of the world. To do this is to
belittle the Craft. Religion divides men, but Free-
masonry is a unifier, not a divider. The genius of
Freemasonry is found in the fact 'that it unites men
of every faith and creed. The Cornerstone of Free-
masonry is the doctrine of the Fatherhood of God and
the Brotherhood of Man. God made of one blood all
the nations of the earth, wherefore all men are bre-
thren—members of one family and children of one
common Father. Freemasonry is neitk-r bounded by
geographical lines, or circumscribed by race, creed, or
time. Tolerance is one of its cardinal principles and
that relates directly to religion and concedes the right
of every man to worship God freely and according to
the dictates of his conscience, and in his own way, and
according to the forms and ceremonies of his own

(Continued on page 184)
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IS THERE ROOM FOR THIS SORT OF
INTOLERANCE IN UNITED STATES?

The governor of the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, James Michael Curley, sometime ago stated
that any justices of the peace who performed civil
marriages would be turned down by him when they
applied for the renewal of their commissions. In other
words, he officially condemned civil marriage, in
accordance with the dictates of the Roman Catholic
Church of which he is a member. This same gover-
nor, we see from the New Age, speaking of Lodge
rooms, recently stated that it was high time steps
were taken to abolish these “iniquitous places masque-
rading under the guise of respectability,” and that it
was his purpose to submit to the General Court the
following: “... Every police officer, including every
state police officer, may enter any place or building at
which or in which people are congregated for the pur-
pose of entertainment, or any purpose, whether li-
censed or not. with the exception of religious assem-
bly. in order to determine whether or not the Provi.
sions of laws are being enforced.” The purpose of
this pronosed legislation is plain. The Masonic Crafts-
man. believine the governor had been misquoted, wrote
him and asked him to confirm or disclaim the remarks
auoted by the vress. and to state his views on Masonry.
The governor simplv ignored this letter.

That such a thing should occur in the Uniited
States of America and especially in the State of Mas-
sachusetts must be a distressing surprise to every
Mason. It seems almost as unbelievable as the pre-
sent determined attemvt to oust Masonry from Swit-
zerland which has always been considered a bulwark
of liberty and tolerance. However. the facts are there
and we cannot afford to close our eves to them. A
united front is needed more than ever ‘in Masonry.
Tet us. let Massachusetts. let each and every Grand
Turisdiction of the world remember that!—L. F.

FREEMASONRY’S LONG EXISTENCE ......
(Continued from page 183)

church. Freemasons, therefore, do not approve any
movement or organization that is calculated to pro-
mote and cultivate a spirit of religious or racial hat-
red and bitterness. or of class antagonism. Nor will
a F'reemason associate himself with any organization
whose principles. methods or activities have the effect
of fanning, intensifying and keeping alive the fires of
religious bigotry, racial hatred, or class antagonism.
In other words, Freemasonry recoghizes no creed or
dogma, no restricted belief in Deity, save a belief in
the Great Father of All who is worshipped alike by
Jew and Gentile. Mohammedan and Christian. Free-
masons meet upon that common ground, and from that
meeting point each must respect the individual views
and opinions of his brother. Freemasonry makes no
claim to be the final repository of Truth and opposes
the idea that any human institution holds that mono-
poly.

Freemasonry knows no political or national boun-
daries or cleavages among peoples or races. It is a
force tending to bridge gaps and differences among
nations, and thus bringing us nearer that ideal con-
dition of the Universal Brotherhood of Man. 1t is
founded on righteousness, purity, character, faith in
- God. and love of man—the kindly, tolerant, sympa-

The Cabletow

FREEMASONRY’S INFLUENCE SUBJECT
OF BROTHER CAMUS’ ARTICLE

“Masonry’s Influence” is the title of an article
by M. W. Bro. Manuel Camus appearing in the Feb-
ruary number of the Texas Grand Lodge Magazine.
“As a character builder,” writes Bro. Camus in the
article, “it (Freemasonry) has no superior,” adding
that “it makes men more considerate of the rights
of others, more affectionate towards their families,
and more fraternal in their intercourse with their
fellow-men?”,

thetic, and forgiving love which inspires the Father of
All. as He beholds His children. Throughout the ages
it has been a great steadying agency in the attfairs oi™
men and nations. It has always advocated the high-
est ideals for the guidance of its initiates in hoth pri-
vate and public life. It inculcates respect for law and
order, reverence for religion, fealty in family relations,
and service—service to God, to country, and to liu-
manity. .

Freemasonry is often referred to as a secret So-
ciety. particularly by its enemies when they seek to
justify their condemnation of it. The word ‘‘secrecv”
as most generally construed does not apply to Free-
masonry, since it is not a “secret society”, a term loose-
ly applied to fraternal societies in general. A secret
society is one which seeks to conceal its existence and
its objects. Freemasonry is not such a society and is
secret only as to itg obligations, means of recognition,
ballots upon candidates and forms and ceremonies ob-
served in conferring the degrees. With the excenption
of these particulars. Freemasonry has no reservations
from the public. As to evervthing else its design. its
moral and religious tenets and the doctrines taught by
it. the time and place of its meetings, the names of the
officers of a Lodge and those belonging to it are all in
no way secret and may be known by anyone. Masonie
lodgres do not pursue any secret hidden purposes which
are subversive to the good of society or of law and
order.

Misunderstanding of Freemasonry has tried to
make it appear that Freemasons will conceal crimes
committed by lodge members. The absurdity of such
an assumption is obvious, as the lodge is required to
immediately expel a member who is found guilty of a
crime against the moral law, and thereby deprive him
of fraternal consideration. Freemasonry has no use
tor men whose character and conduct are not above
reproach.

Atheists or irreligious men cannot be admitted to
membership. Every candidate must declare his trust
in God before his application can be received. The
Bible is the Freemason’s book of the law. Moral rec-
titude is insisted upon as a Masonic duty.

From a small gathering of representatives of four
lodges and some of the older brethren in London, the
light of Freemasonry has spread to every quarter of
the habitable globe. The small band has become 2
mighty host of approximately four millions. All clas-
ses and conditions of men are enrolled among the bre-
thren from the mechanic and laborer to the King on
his throne. The prineiples of the Craft have broaden-
ed the minds of men. helped shape the world’s ethics,

(Continued on page 185)
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FOURTEENTH DEGREE IS CONFERRED
ON BROTHER DOUGLAS MACARTHUR

On March 13, 1986, a special team of Thirty-third Degree
Masons, presided over Ly Past Grand Master Frederic Har-
per Stevens, Deputy of the Supreme Council of the Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Rite in the Philippine Islands, conferred the
Fourteenth Degree upon Bro. Major General Douglas MacAr-
thur and a few other candidates.

The ritualistic work was done in an excellent manner with
the cooperation of Past Grand Masters William Wiley Larkin,
Manuel Camus, Teodoro M. Kalaw, George Rogers Harvey, and
Bro. Leo Fischer. Past Grand Master Eugene E. Stafford,
Thirty-third Degree elect, requested by the Presiding Officer
to deliver the oration of the reumion, delivered a few chosen
words appropriate to the occasion. When Bro. MacArthur was
asked for a few remarks he stated that he was highly im-
pressed by the teachings of our Institution, and that it was his
belief that very few men can fully comply with its sublime te-
nets. He, however, expressed the hope that although he may
not fully comply with the principles inculcated by Freemasonry
he may be able to get around them.

The last speaker of the evening was Most Worshipful
Grand Master Conrado Benitez, 32.0, who stressed the fine spir-
it and cordiality which exist between the American and Fili-
pino brethren in these Islands, and requested the cooperation
of all present to keep up that spirit.

FREEMASONRY’S LONG EXISTENCE. ..

(Continued from page 184)

and influenced the laws of nations. The benevolence
of Freemasonry has been active wherever there has
been suffering to alleviate or sorrow to assuage. It
has not only been active in all good work but it has edu-
cated men into deeds of beneficence.

In the words of a Grand Master of Virginia ut-
tered some years ago, “to the observant and critical
mind Speculative Freemasonry, which began in a dis-
tinct sense with the organization of the Grand Lodge
of England, furnishes the most remarkable record of
achievement in the history of temporal institutions.
Born in a humble environment and in an age of dire
superstition it has come down to us through the turbu-
lent and transitory scenes of two centuries bearing a
message of hope and goodwill towards men. Cons-
cious of its exalted mission, with a righteous contempt
for its traducers and clothed in the mantle of high pur-
pose, it stands out in all lands where religious freedom
obtains among the benefactors of mankind outside of
the Church of God. It challenges no man’s political
or religious affiliations, wages no campaign for supre-
macy among its contemporary fraternal orders, and in
an exemplification of its cardinal virtues and a conser-
vative application of true benevolence seeks to render
unselfish service to the cause of humanity.”

Day by day its influence is growing and strength-
ening, lighting men to thoughts and deeds of goodness
and mercy. Let us unite in gratitude to the Supreme
Ruler of the Universe for having so enlightened the
minds of the men who met at St. Paul’s churchyard in
1717, that they gave to future generations the great
moral force which has gone on for over two centuries
in its wondrous work of love, and which we trust wili
so continue until time shall be no more.
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PRESENT KING OF ENGLAND HAS
NOTABLE RECORD AS FREEMASON

The present King of England, Edward VIII, was
initiated in Household Brigade Lodge No. 2614 on
May 2, 1919, serving as its Worshipful Master two
vears later. He joined St. Mary Magdalene Lodge
No. 1528 and also became its Worshipful Master in
1925. In 1922 he was Grand Senior Warden and
Provincial Grand Master for Surrey in 1924. His
«ther Masonic achievements are: homorary member
of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, exalted in United
Chapter in 1921 and Perfected in United Chapter,
Scottish Rite, the same year; Worshipful Master of
Friendship and Harmony Lodge No. 1616 at Esher.

* £ ES &
Late King Showed Deep Interest In Craft

It is known of the late King George the Fifth of
England that, although he never entered the portals
of Freemasonry, he frequently expressed regret that
he did not, before he ascended the Throne. Three of
his sons, however, are Freemasons and he was glad
of it.

The late King, accompanied by the Queen, open-
ed the new Freemasons Hospital and Nursing Home,
now the Royal Masonic Hospital, in England, on July
12, 1933. He also took great interest in the Masonic
Peace Memorial Building, which he viewed, with the
Queen, on May 13, 1934.

- * K

Late Kipling Under Age When Initiated

The late Rudyard Kipling, singer of Britain’s
imperial glories, was initiated in Lodge Hope and
Perseverance, Lahore, No. 782, under the Grand
Lodge of England, on April 5, 1886, by Colonel G. B.
Wolseley, his proposer and seconder being Colonel B.
Menzies and C. Brown. Being under age at the time
a dispensation had to be obtained from Grand Lodge.
On May 3, of the same year, he advanced to the next
step, and the following December his admission ce-
remonies were completed.

% * * *

First Grand Master Suffered Misfortunes

England’s first Grand Master was Anthony Sayer,
gentleman. He suffered many misfortunes and often
requested, and was granted, relief by Grand Lodge
in his distress. He was glad to serve, according to
the records, as tyler of the old King’s Arms Lodge
in 1783—a case of from Grand Master to tyler. He
died at the age of 70 years.

* £ & £

Grand Master Administered Oath

George Washington, considered America’s most
eminent Freemason, was raised to the degree of Mas-
ter Mason at Fredericksburg Lodge, Virginia, on
August 4, 1753, and became Charter Master of Ale-
xandria Lodge on April 28, 1788. ™When he took the
helm of his nation as President, his oath of office
was administered to him by Grand Master Robert
R. Livingston of the Grand Lodge of New York, upon
a Masonic Bible.
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FRATERNAL REVIEWS

By Leo Fischer, P. M., F. P. S., Chairman, Committee on Correspondence

OHIO, 1935

The Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Ho-
norable Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons of
the State of Ohio has 621 Lodges, with a total mem-
bership of 177,092. There was a net decrease in mem-
bership of 5,146 during the year covered by this report.
Grand Masters: retiring, Carl W. Ellenwood ; incoming,
Elmer R. Arn, of Dayton. Grand Secretary, Harry S.
Johnson, Cincinnati, O.

The 1926th Annual Communication of the Grand
Lodge of Ohio was held in the City of Akron, on Oc-
tober 16-17, 1935. Our Grand Representative, M. W.
Bro. Frank M. Ransbottom, P. O. M., was present.
Heading the list of the distinguished guests who were
introduced at the opening of the session, we find the
names of two of our own Past Grand Masters, Most
Wor. Bros. Seldon W. O’Brien and Stanton Youngberg.

Grand Master Ellenwood reported attend-
ing the Grand Masters’” Conference and Meet-
ing of the George Washington National Ma-

sonic Memorial Association, also, the lay'ng of four
cornerstones of public buildings and the dedication of
four Temples or Lodge rooms, and numerous visita-
tions. He cautioned the Brethren against clandestine
Masonry which became aggressive in certain sections
of the State during the year. He complained of the
violation of several of the Masonic laws by Shrine
organizations. He had good words for the Order of
the Eastern Star and noted with satisfaction the team-
work between Lodges and Eastern Star Chapters in
many sections. Of politics, he said that—

Now and again there are well-meaning Masons who are
prone to use their Masonic relationship to further social or po-
litical ideas which they themselves may hold or to condemn
views held by others, even though those who differ with them
may also be good Masons. These individual Mgasons not only
disregard the written law of Masonry, but ignore the injunction
that harmony is the strength and support of all institutions, es-
pecially this.

There are always Masons to be found who insist
on hitching their own little wagons to the chariot of
Masonry, to the detriment of our Institution.

This Grand Master believes in financial budgets
for Lodges, as we do here.

Regarding the general situation in the Jur'sdic-
tion, he says, among other things:

We have suffered a slight loss in total membership, but the
decrease has been much less than during the recent past years.
More candidates have been raised this year than last, and the
general financial situation in nearly all our constituent Lodges
has improved. These important material conditions, we take
it, are in least yart due to a generally improved economic con-
dition.

We copy with approval the following paragraphs
from the “Conclusion” of M. W. Bro. Ellenwood’s Re-

port:

Service in the Masonic Chairs from Steward to Master
gives to those who catch the significance of the opportunity a
depth to life, a breadth of vi‘ion and strength of character that
may be favorably compared with the benefits to be derived from
a college training. The opportunity to pass through the Chairs
of a Masonic Lodge, ought to be welcomed by the best talent
within the Lodge, not as a duty, but as a high privilege. The

world in all its activities in high and low places cries out for
leadership.

The self-discipline and mental training of him who would
conscientiously serve his Lodge on the way from the humblest
to the most exalted station will give to that man training which
will enable him not only to serve his Lodge with distinction,
but his community as well when he has passed out of the
Chairs.

Dr. Francis W. Shepardson, Worshipful Master of
Center Star Lodge No. 11, at Granville, Ohio, who has
been a Mason for over fifty years and helped to es-
tablish the educational system in the Philippine Islands,
made a very interesting address expressing some of
the things that a half century of Freemasonry had
meant to him.

The report of the Committee on Masonic Service
and Information shows good work. The Committee
had two pamphlets gotten out and printed and distri-
buted to the Lodges, one in connection with the Lodge
System of Information and the other an “Officer’s
Manual.” The matter of Masonic programs for Lodges
was also given considerable attention.

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence recom-
mended that recognition be granted to the Grand Lodge
“Lessing zu den drei Ringen” and that action on other
pending requests for recognition be deferred.

The Committee on History made a good report.
Professor Dr. Charles S. Plumb resigned after ten
years’ serviee as Historian and asked that a younger
and more active man be appointed to succeed him. Dr,
J. J. Tyler, of Warren, Ohio, was appointed, and Dr.
Plumb was made Historian Emeritus, in recognition
of his valuable services.

We see from the report of the Committee on the
George Washington Masonic National Memorial that
the Grand Lodge of Ohio and individual Master Masons
having membership in Ohio Lodges have contributed
$77,818.25 to that Memorial; that nevertheless, Ohio
has paid only 40% of the quota of one dollar per capita
and occupies the forty-fifth place from the top of the
list of contributing Grand Jurisdictions, wherefore the
k()]otmmittee urges that the Brethren be invited to contri-

ute.

The Ohio Masonic Home reports as remaining in
the Home on July 31, 1935, a total of 580 guests, there
being 235 men, 158 women, 107 boys, and 80 girls.

The Report of the Committee on Foreign Corres-
pondence is again the work of Past Grand Master Earl
Stewart, whose name is ample assurance of excellent
work. The 65 reviews are very good, indeed. We copy
the following from his review of the Georgia Proceed-
ings for 1934, as of special interest to us:

On June 1, 1934, Grand Master Lunsford issued an order
suspending fraternal relations with the Grand Lodge of the
Philippine Islands, but later, on October 18, this order was res-
cinded and fraternal relations restored.

The restoring of fraternal relations with the Grand Lodge
of the Philippines appeared to be the proper and courageous
thing for the Grand Master to do under the circumstances, and
it is our humble opinion that the entire “China” matter could
be better adjusted, or an understanding arrived at, in a more

friendly and Masonic manner, if a number of other Grand Lodg-
(Continued on page 187)
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CONSULTATION

PERSONALS

: (This Department has been conducted by Wor. Bro. Leo
Fischer, F. P. S., since July, 1933. The answers are based uUpon
generally accepted Masonic jurisprudence and the Landmarks
and usages of Masonry; but are not to be considered as official
rulings of our Grand Lodge or Grand Master, unless the answer
specifically states the fact.)

622. With reference to the recent amendment to par. 122
of the Grand Lodge Constitution, permitting the deferring of
the giving of the Third Degree lecture, upon authority of a
dispensation from the Grand Master, can, in the case of our
Lodges in China and in remote places, such dispensation be
issued by the District Deputy Grand Master for China or the,
;_)is;crict Inspector of the Lodge? What is the amount of the
ee?

Answer. The executive powers of the Grand Lodge include
“the issuing of special dispensations for all purposes permitted
by any of the provisions of this Constitution” (par. 8). This
executive power is exercised by the Grand Master during the
interval between the Communications of the Grand Lodge (pars
54). The fees to be charged for the several classes of dispensa-
tion so issued, as specified in pars. 39, 41, 42 and 43, do not
include any for dispensations to defer the giving of the Third
Degree lecture. The powers conferred by the Grand Master
upon the District Deputy Grand Master, as specified in the
latter’s commission, do not at pwesent include the granting of
dispensations. We must, therefore, conclude: (1) That unless
and until the Grand Master authorizes the District Deputy
Grand Master for China to issue dispensations to defer the
giving of the lecture of the Third Degree, under par. 212, as
amended in 1936, in Lodges of his District, such dispensations
can be granted only by the Grand Master; and (2) That dis-
pensations to defer the giving of the Third Degree lecture are
to be issued without fee. As regards a general delegation to
the Masonic District inspectors of the power of the Grand
Master to grant dispensations of the kind herein referred to,
we can find no authority for such delegation in the Constitu-
tion, and the text of the amendment, which requires specifically
“a, dispensation from the Grand Master,” shows no intent of
the legislator to make it easy to obtain such dispensations.

623. May the Degree of Past Master be conferred outside
of the Lodge to which the Brother to whom the Secrets of the
Chair are communicated belongs?

Answer. Paragraph 324 of our Grand Lodge Constitution,
in referring to the degree of Past Master, speaks of it as “the
order of that name as it exists in the ceremonies attending the
installation of the Master-elect of a chartered Lodge.” This
would seem to answer your question in the negative.

624. A Mason was suspended and finally expelled for
N.P.D. by a foreign Grand Jurisdiction. He now seeks restora-
tion and desires to join a Philippine Lodge in China. Can
he take advantage of par. 262 of our Constitution and, upon
payment of six months’ dues, apply for affiliation without
being previously restored to good standing in his own Lodge?

Answer. A suspended or expelled member can be restored
to good standing only by his own Lodge or Grand Lodge. He
cannot apply for affiliation. Par. 262 of the Constitution, which
you cite, refers to non-affiliated Masons who “desire to restore
themselves by affiliation.” The text of the “Application for
Affiliation” (par. 851} plainly shows that the applicant must
be “a Master Mason in good standing” and must have “honor-
ably withdrawn” from his Lodge, “as by the accompanying
certificate will appear.”

62g. Was Victor Hugo a Mason? I read somewhere that
he served as chairman of a Masonic committee, which seems
to prove that he was a Mason.

Answer. The author of “Les Miserables,” although a friend
ard collaborator of Masonry, was never initiated. Numerous
delegations of Lodges and other bodies of Masonry attended
Victor Hugo’s funeral; but did not wear Masonic clothing and
caw.e without their banners.

M. W. Marceliano Hidalgo, of Memorial Lodge No. 90, at

Mufioz, Nueva Ecija, has been confined to his home.
* % % *

Mrs. Felicisima Santa Cruz, wife of Wor. Bro. Alberte
Santa Cruz, of Makabugwas Lodge No. 47, of Tacloban, Leyte,
has been confined to the Leyte provincial hospital.

% % %k

Bro. Benedicto Cunanan, inspector for the Bureau of Posts,
has also been confined to the same hospital because of in-
fiuenza. * * B 3

High Twelve Lodge No. 82 initiated on the night of March
24, last, Bros. Mauro Baradi and Domingo C. Bascara.

Walana Lodge No. 13 reports the restoration of Bros.
Ambrosio Lorenzo and Francisco Peralta’

Bros. Isidro Medina, Leoncio Tangulan and Ramon R. Sa-
maniego mourn the death of their respective sons. The Act-
ing Master, Secretary and other members of the Lodge attended
the funerals.

Bros. Marcos A. Castillo and Marcos W. Manabat, of the
Manila Railroad Company, are now stationed at Manila. They
were formerly working at the company’s branch office in Ca-
lamba, Laguna. :

Bro. Agapito Fernandez is now chief engineer on board the
S.S. Samal, and Bro. Luis A. Gutierrez is temporarily assigned
as chief engineer on the S. S. Masbate.

A daughter of Wor. Bro. Esteban Diokno, P. M., was gra-
duated recently at the Centro Escolar university school of phar-
macy, while a son received his diploma from the Arellano High
School. Ris X agh-TeX

The wife of Brother Primo Semana, member of Maginda-
naw Lodge No. 40, died on April 2, 1937, at 7:30 p.m.. in her
house at 2218 Calle O’Donell, Manila. Burial took place on
April 4, 1936.

Fraternal Reviews

(Continued from page 186)
es would restore fraternal relations with the Grand Lodge of the
Philippine Islands. The rhatter, as we understand it, is not
one of Masonic or legal rights, but rather one of friendly
understanding and cooperation for the good of Masonry in gen-
eral. The right of any Grand Lodge to establish Lodges in
“Open Territory” cannot be denied or abridged.

Our own volume for 1935 receives courteous and
complete attention. There are long quotations frorn
M. W. Bro. Camus’ Message, including his remarks on
trials and calamities, on the “Confusion in the Temple,”
and on “Masonry.” We thank Bro. Stewart for his
kind remarks on the work of the present reviewer. He
approves of our publishing the reviews in the “Cable-
tow” as best calculated to brinz them to the attention
of every member of this Grand Jurisdiction. He men-
tions M. W. Bros. OBrien’s and Youngberg’s visits to
the Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Ohio.

In the review of the Texas Proceedings, 1934, we
find quoted in full Past Grand Master W. M. Fly’s re-
marks, under “Masonic Courtesy vs. Grand Lodge
Rights” (see Cabletow, April 1935—Vol. XII, page 227),
which Bro. Stewart copies because of their “impor-
tance to everv sovereign and independent Grand Lodge
in the world.” .

Ohio’s Grand Representantive near our Grand
Lodge is Most Wor. Bro. Seldom W. O’'Brien, P. G. M.,
who is a native of Ohio and was made a Master Mason
in Shade River Lodge at Chester, near Pomeroy, Ohio.
This dist'nguished Brother is one of the mainstays of
our Grand Lodge and never m'sses an Annual Conven-
tion.
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200 PARTAKE OF- MARCH MASONIC
LUNCHEON; HAWTHORNE HONORED

With some 200 Master Masons present, the March Masonic
gathering under this jurisdiction took place at Tom’s Oriental
Grill at noon on March 30, last. The luncheon served as the
occasion for a despedida for M. W. Past Grand Master Sam
Hawthorne, who sailed on the afternoon of the same day on an
ertended trip through Europe and America as Philippine dele-
cate to the Republican Convention in the United States.

Bro. Hawthorne took occasion to thank the brethren for
their cordial despedlda and urged all Masons in the Philippines
to continue giving their cooperatlon to the present Grand
Master and to all his associates in the Grand Lodge of the Phil-
ippines.

Deputy Grand Master Alley also spoke, selecting for his
topic the efforts being exerted in these parts for the approval
of the Dockweiler Bill in Congress designed to protect the
Philippine coconut oil industry. The subject, - although -not
Masonic, was of vital interest to the nation.

M. W. Bro. Nabong, of Hiram Lodge, acted as toastmaster
of the occasion.

The Cabletow

SOUTHERN CROSS AND CORREGIDOR
HOLD IMPRESSIVE CEREMONIES

Under the joint auspices of Corregidor and Southern Cross
Lodges, now merged into one, Bro. G. W. Mackay was raised
to the sublime degree of Master Mason on the evening of March
26, last, at the Masonic Temple. Grand Master Conrado Be-
nitez was present at the ceremony, and so were prominent
visitors from other lodges.

M. W. Bro. Cohen presided during the first part of the
ritual work, after which a pick team of Master Masons con-
ducted the second section of the ceremonies. The opinion was
unanimous that the ritualistic work was one of the finest seen
in this jurisdiction, the Grand Master, in his brief talk, taking
notice of the splendid conduct of the work.

Grand Master Benitez also took occasion to recall that right
at the same place where Master Masons were congregated that
evening the Masonic members of the Constitutional Convention
had gathered on previous occasions to discuss the best ways of
incorporating the great principles of Freemasonry into the fun-
damental law of the land. These principles, he said, are in
the Constitution today.

After the -eeremonies refreshments were served.

WHAT OUR LODGES ARE DOING

- (Continued from page 182)

a mass meeting at the town plaza where importank
provisions of the Constitution were explained to the
people by the following speakers:

Wor. Bro. Manuel C. Fernandez, P. M., and Con-
stitutional Delegate,— “The Work of the Constitu-
nal Assembly”.

! Mr. Pedro Mabulay, a labor
provisions of the Constitution.”

Bro. Julio V. Pacana, Mun. Pres.,—“Tolerance
and Free Exercise of Religious profession and wor-
ship.”

Atty. Sulpicio Lugod, member of the Provincial
Board,—“Economic Provisions.”

Atty. Jose Valdehuesa,—“Bill of Rights.”

A huge crowd attended the meeting and with in-
tense interest stayed up to about midnight. Atty.
Valdehuesa took occasion to explain the importance of
National Defense at this period of our history.

The lodge defrayed the expenses of the celebra-
Masons led in the discussion.

leader,—“Labor

tion.

CABILI RAISED TO SUBLIME DEGREE

On March 4, 1936, at 4:30 pm., Bro. Tomas L. Cabili, a
Felloweraft of Maranaw Lodge, No. 111 was raised te the
Sublime Degree of Masonry on the occasion of the official
visitation to the Lodge by the Rt. Wor. Bro. J. H. Alley, Deputy
Grand Master. Twenty-two regular members of the Maranaw
Lodge and ten visitors and sojourners in Mindanao, Bros.
Guy O. Fort and James, were also present. The raising
of Bro. Cabili was wholly performed by the regular officers
of the Maranaw Lodge. The lecture was delivered by Wor.
Bro. Ubaldo D. Laya and the charge by Bro Rafael Ramos, Se-
nior Warden. When the labor was over at 8:30 p.m., the Crafts
repaired to the Lanao Golf Club to attend the ball given in
honor of the Deputy Grand Master and Bro. Tomas L. Cabili.
The affair was well attended by the society’s cream of Dansa-
lan and Iligen.

The Deputy Grand Master was accompanied by Bro. Bar-
lan of Kutang-Bato, Wor. Bros. Shapit-and Velez of Maguinda-~
nao, and Wor. Bro. Licerio Lapus of Nilad.

DEPUTY GRAND MASTER VISITS KUTANG-BATO

Rt. Wor. J. H. Alley, Deputy Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of the Philippine Islands, visited Kutang-Bato Lodge No.
110 on March 3, 1936, while traveling from Zamboanga to La-

pao, via Cotabato. Upon his arrival at Cotabato he was taken
for a sight-seeing auto ride to some places in province, accom-
panied by Wor. Bro. Adolfo Cascolan and Bro. M. Dy Reyes.

In the evening, following a buffet dinner given by the
local brethren in honor of Rt. Wor. Bro. Alley, the Lodge was
opened for the purpose of raising Bro. Felix Pagilagan, Fellow-
Craft, to the sublime degree of Masonry. The proficient man-
ner in which the brethren raised Bro. Pagilagan elicited the
praise of Rt. Wor. Bro. Alley who, after listening to the remarks
inade by the Worshipful Master and some brethren, gave a short
talk on Masonry and the activities of the Grand Lodge. His
short speech was very instructive and inspired the local brethren
to take a keen interest in the study of the rituals, tenets and
principles of Freemasonry.

The Lodge was closed in the wee hours and the brethren,
after taking a light refreshment, and after wishing Rt. Wor.
Bro. Alley bon voyage, returned to thelr respective places of
abode. ARG o &

MAKABUGWAS ATTENDS AT CONSTITUTION DAY

Constitution Day was fittingly observed in Tacloban, Leyte,
the whole day yesterday, with masons taking active part merely
as citizens.

In an informal meeting of the members of the Craft it
was decided not to hold a separate Constitution Day program in
the Lodge in order not to divide the people in the observance of
the Day and, also, to give the masons all the chance to cooperate
with the municipal, provincial, and insular officials in preparing
a simple but impressive program and to make the occasion a
marked success as it turned out to be.

Our Past Master, Wor. Bro. Federico V. Larraga, was
unanimously chosen in a meeting at the town Hall as the Chair-
mun of the Committee on Program for the Day and Master of
Ceremonies during the literary musical event.

Mrs. Florentlna Larraga, the wife of Wor. Bro. Larlaga
was one of the three distinguished women designated to assist
the Municipal President plant the Constitution Tree at the
town plaza.

The principal speaker of the day was Attorney Mateo Ca-
nonoy, a Delegate to the Constitutional Convention.

The parade was constituted by public and private educa-
tional institutions and civic organizations. The presence of five
troops of the local Boy Scouts and a company of the Philippine
Army gave a very impressive color to.the parade.

The public program was .attended by about 4,000 people
and it was one of the largest crowds ever yet gathered in the
town. In the evening there was a band concert at the Plaza
and a popular dance in the Municipal Auditorium.

GONZAGA LODGE RAISES BROTHER TO M.M.

On February 15, 1936, after the stated .meeting, Bro. Pio

(Continued on page 189)
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AMICABLE SETTLEMENT OF CONFLICT
SUGGESTED BY BROTHER FISCHER

The Grand Master should be authorized to enter into any
agreement with the other Grand Lodges concerned in the sus-
pension situation, provided the agreement does not impair the
scvereign powers of this Grand Lodge, in the opinion of Bro.
Leo Fischer, P. M., F. P. S., retiring editor of the Cabletow.

In response to inquiries received regarding the suspension
situation, Bro. Fischer recalls the report of his Committee on
Correspondence on the question, as adopted by the Grand Lodge
on January 29, last, on the occasion of the Annual Communica-
tion. The report reads as follows:

Brethren of the Grand Lodge:—

Your Committee on Correspondence, through the under-

signed, has to make the following report on the matter of the
_Suspension .of Fraternal Relations between our Grand Lodge
and the Grand Lodges of England, Scotland, Ireland, Massa-
chusetts and two others.

Your Committee has followed the various rhases of the
suspension issue with great interest. It believes the ideas and
attitude of Philippine Masonry as regards this proposition can
be summed up as follows:

The entire matter is the result of a series of misunder-
standings. It is most unfortunate that our well considered and
fully justified desire to maintain the sovereign rights of our
Grand Lodge and our refusal to join a body membership
which would have seriously curtailed those rights, should have
been construed as a discourtesy and a refusal to cooperate. It
is equally unfortunate that we should have been unjustly ac-
cused of attempting to precipitate the formation of an inde-
pendent Grand Lodge of China at an inopportune time. If our
vigorous defense of our sovereign rights and our published
statements intended to undo the harm which the wide publica-
tion of the erroneous statements on which our Grand Lodge
was condemned, have hurt the feelings of others, we are very
sorry as it has at no time heen our intention to offend any one.
We have made several attempts to bring about a reconciliation
but have so far not been successful. We have endeavored to
be as conservative and circumspect as possible in our action in
China since the suspension and have refrained from retaliatory
measures of any kind. One and all, we desire that peace be re-
established and that all that has occurred be forgotten and
buried. We are, and always have been, willing to cooperate with
our sister Grand Lodges interested in China, and we trust that
these will not hold it against us that we have insisted, and do
insist, that our Grand Lodge cannot abandon its established
principle in that respect by joining any body membership
which would entail a curtailment of its sovereign rights.

Our able and congcientious District Deputy Grand Master
for China, Very Wor. Brother Hua-Chuen Mei, deeply im-
pressed by the courtesy and good will shown l?y tre present
representatives of our sister Grand Lodges in China and by_the
members of their Lodges in general, believes that copdlthns
are propitious for a meconciliation and has expressed his opin-
jon to the effect that this Grand Lodge should authorize "che
incoming Grand Master to settle this matter. Your Commit-
tee sees no objection to such a course. If an opportunity pf~
fers itself to arrange matters to the satisfaction of all parties,
why wait until the next Annual Communication?

Your Committee, therefore, recommends that this Gr{md
Lodge give the incoming Grand Master full power to receive,
consider and accept or reject such propositions for a settlement
of this difference as may be offered.and enter, in behalf of this
Grand Lodge, into any agreement with the other Grand Lodges
concerned, provided it does not impairithe sovereign powers of
~thig Grand Lodge.

Commenting further on the Bro.
Fisher says:

We see light both in the East and in the West and
hope that the present unfortunate situation will soon
end. Our District Deputy Grand Master for China,
Very Wor. Bro. Hua-Chuen Mei, is not only a sincere
and zealous Mason but a diplomat of rare ability and
we have no doubt that his efforts in our behalf will
be eminently successful.-

situation,
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PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT, THREE SONS
ARE MEMBERS OF MASONIC LODGES

President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, of the United States,
is a Master Mason, having being raised to that sublime degree
in Holland Lodge No. 8, New York City, on November 28,
1911. Three of his sons are also Master Masons, having been
raised in Architect Lodge No. 519, of New York City, with the
President present and assisting on each occasion.

l What Our Lodges Are Doing |

(Continued from page 188)

Matammu, F. C. of Gonzaga Lodge No. 66 was raised to the
sublime degree of Master Mason. The team was composed of
the following brethren: X, S.—Wor.: Bro.: Pedro R. Perez,
K. of T.—Bro.: Benito L. Reyes, S. D.—Bro.: Bonifacio Me-
qui, 1. F. C.—Bro.: Felino Cepeda, 2. F. C.—Bro,: Juan N.

.Hilario de Yro, Men of Tyre—Bros.: Pedro A, Singson, David

Diego, S. F. Man—Bro.: Marcelo Paguyu, W. F. Man—DBro.
Romero P. M. and Gregorio Gatchalian (19). After labor, the
brethren were invited to a sumptuous lunch on the ground floor
of the house of the Worshipful Master.

On February 19, 1936, at 6:30 P. M., a short and simple
rrogram was held in the Masonic Temple to commemorate Cons-
titution Day, the program of the day being as follows:
1-—Vocal Solo “La Paloma” Mr. Antonio Santos

2—Introductory Remarks ........ Wor. Master, Pedro R. Perez

3-—The History of the Constitution .. Senior Warden, Benito L.
Reyes

4—Vocal Solo “Philippine Beauty” .. Mr. Estanisiao Argonza

5—Address on the Constitution ...... Hon. Salvador Villacete,

Acting Provincial Governor

6-—Vocal Duet “Filipinas” .. Messrs. E. Argonza & A. Santos
7—Reading of the Constitution Senior Deacon, Agustin Palattao
8—Song Philippdnes, My Philippines by the Audience.

The Wor.: Master wishes to express through the Cabletow
his sincerest thanks to Wor.: Bro.: Baldomero Perez, P. M. of
Mabini Lodge No. 39, and Bro.: Ceferino Purisima of Bagum-
bayan Lodge No. 4, who, on January 6, 1936, acted as Installing
Officer and Master of Ceremonies respectively, during the ins-
tallation of the officers for the masonic year 1936.

% = LS £

HIGH TWELVE GIVES DESPEDIDA

The officers and members of High Twelve Lodge No. 82
tendered a despedida dinner at Cosmos Club, on Sunday eve-
ning, March 29th, 1936, in honor of Rev. Bro. Esteban T. Cruz,
wwho left on the S/S “Empress of Canada” Monday, March 30th,
1836, as a delegate of the Philippine Methodist Church to the
general conference in Columbus, Ohio, next May, 1936. The
trip of Bro. Cruz may also be considered a great honor to High
Twelve Lodge No. 82, as he will represent his mother Lodge in
the different places and Lodges which he may visit. Bro. Cruz
will be away about six or eight months.

* * * %
ZAPOTE NO. 29 REPORTS ACTIVITIES

Brother Ysidro Trias and Juan Escultura of the U. S.
Navy have both recently retired and are now in the Fleet Naval
Reserve. Brother Trias lives in Rosario, Cavite, while, Bro-
ther Escultura lives in Bacon, Sorsogon.

Brother Antonio G. Manipis, M.D., of San Roque, Cavite,
has recently been appointed Assistant to Brother Abuel, Chief
Surgeon of the Masonic Hospital for Crippled Children.

Mrs. Leonida Encarnacion, wife of Brother Mamerto Pru-
dente, died in Rosario, Cavite, on March 7th, after an-illness of
:about eight months. Internment took place in the Municipal
Cemetery on March 8th. Several Brethren attended the fune-
ral, among whom we saw W. B. Crawford, Alcid, Beltran (J.),
Bonifacio (M. & F.), Trias (C. & Y.), Araw, Almares.

Brother Bartolome Baclagan, 'formerly of the U.S.S.
“Kane”, has been transferred to the U.S.S. “Breckenbridge’,
¢/o Post Master, San Diego, California. Brethren of the U. S.
Navy, please take notice.
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ANNUAL MESSAGE

read by M. W. Bro. S. R. Hawthorne, Grand Master at the 24th Annual Communication of the Grand
Lodge of F. & A. M. of the Philippine Islands, at Manila, on January 28, 1936

(Continuation)

MAKING A MASON AT SIGHT

On the 17th of this month, I exercised the privilege gf
making a Mason at sight to honor the illustrious son of an il-
lustrious father, Major General Douglas MacArthur, son of
Major General Arthur MacArthur, who was Military Gov-
ernor of these Islands from May 1900 to July 1901. Brother
Douglas MacArthur’s brilliant achievements during the World
War, his fine record as Commanding General of the Philippine
Department, and his present splendid services to the Govern-
ment of the Philippines as military adviser, but most of all the
evidence that he has given of possessing a Masonic heart and
his earnest desire to become a Mason like his father, prompt-.
ed me to confer this distinction upon him. Over six hundred
Master Masons representing 27 Grand Jurisdictions besides
our own, crowded the hall and witnessed the conferring of the
degrees in abbreviated form by Past Grand Masters of our
Grand Lodge. I was never as proud of anything in my life as
of the remarkable showing made by these Brethren, who are all
busy men and most of whom have not done active ritualis.ic
work in Lodge for many years.. The entire ceremony was
carried through smoothly and the work was rendered in a
practically perfect and impressive manner.

I am confident that Brother MacArthur will take a deep
interest in Masonry and that he will become a true and faith-
ful brother among us.

LOSSES IN MEMBERSHIP

We have lost a considerable number of members, largely
through suspension for nonpayment of the dues. If the Lap-
sation Committees and the Lodges have done their duty, there
have not been any suspensions that might be considered un-
just and uncharitable. No doubt there are among the suspend-
ed member quite a few who have chosen that way of severing
their connection with the Fraternity. Some have done so be-
cause they have been unable to resist the persuasion of fond
wives and loving parents prompted by the deep-rooted idea
that Masonry is a godless society of plotters against Church
and State. But most, we believe, have left us because they did
not find in Masonry that which they sought. We must not
grieve over these losses. Most Wor. Bro. John H. Cowles,
Past Grand Master of Kentucky and Sovereign Grand Com-
mander of the Scottish Rite Supreme Council for the Southern
Jurisdietion of the United States, have made the following re-
marks on disgruntled members which we copy as being parti-
cularly expressive and true:

Some have expressed disappointment in Masonry.
Why? Because they have become members from wrong
motives. No one needs to think he can mold the ins'i-
tution to his preconceived pattern. No one will be able
to commercialize it to his benefit. No one can use it to
climb the social ladder, and also it is imposdible for one
to find it a shield to escape punishment for crime, trea-
son or other violation of law. Only a brief period is
necessary for the craft to discover if a newcomer is ex-
ploiting his membership for self-aggrandizement or, as
is usually said, “to work the fraternity,” then he is in
bad repute, shunned, and he soon drops out—disappoint-
ed, to “knock” the institution. Many there have been
of this character, and yet Masonry endures and thrives.

EDICT ON LAPSATION COMMITTEES

To prevent unjust suspensions for non payment of dues,
I issued, on February 20, 1935, Edict No. 24, the pertinent
part of which reads as follows:

Tt shall be the duty of each Lodge to have a Lapsa-
tion Committee whose duty it shall be to personally or
otherwise interview each member delinquent and ascer-
tain the cause for such delinquency and endeavor to have
the same paid, or remitted in case the member concerned
is unable to pay and is deserving. ;

No Lodge should allow a member to be suspended
for non-payment of dues without being certain (1) that
he has been notified, (2) that he has had a reasonable
time, and (3) that he has the ability to pay and that
the neglect is culpable.

In case of culpable neglect or refusal to pay, the
Master of the Lodge must declare the suspension, as he
has no discretion in this matter.

The seal of the Lodge must be affixed to each dues
notice, which is in effect a summons.

Whenever unjust suspensions for non-payment of
dues made in the past are brought to the attention of
the Lapsation Committee, said Committee shall make a
careful investigation and shall in all proper cases recom-
mend to the Lodge the remission of the arrearages and
restoration to membership of the suspended member, sub-
ject to the provisions of the Constitution.

The work of the committees appointed under this edict has

given the most gratifying results, and in a number of cases,

injustice to members unable to ecomply with their financial obli-
gations towards the Lodge has been either prevented or ie-
medied.

I consider that the ediet mentioned filled a long-felt want
and I sincerely hore that it will remain on our statute books.

EDICT ON SOLICITATION

Towards the close of my administration, my attention was
called to the fact that in a Lodge or two in this Grand Juris-
diction, men had been invited to solicit the degrees of Masonry.
We have always prided ourselves in this Grand Jurisdiction on
not permitting any practice contrary to the true spirit and
traditions of Masonry and in order to stop the pernicious prac-
tice mentioned before it could gain headway, I issued the fol-
lowing edict which, I hope, will bring the offending Brethren
1o their senses:

(GRAND MASTER’S EDICT No. 26)

Declaring Soliciting of Candidates to be a
Masonic Offense.

The undersigned Grand Master has learned from
various sources that there has been soliciting of candi-
dates for the degrees in several of the Lodges of this
Grand Jurisdiction. Every Mason should and must
known that this practice is in violation of the principles
and regulations of our Fraternity. No person so solicit-
ed to become a Mason can conscientiously declare upon his
honor, as he is required to do not only on his petition
for the degrees, but also immediately before he is admit-
ed to the Lodge room, that unbiased by friends, he freely
and voluntarily offers himself as a candidate for the
mysteries of Masonry. To solicit a man to become a
Mason is, therefore, to invite him to make twice, upon
his honor, a statement which both he and his sponsors
must know to be false.

Anything dishonest is unmasonic, and the soliciting
of candidates for the degrees of Masonry being unma-
sonic, I hereby declare that such soliciting constitutes a
Masonic offense and I enjoin all Masons of this Gra~d
Jurisdiction to refrain from soliciting candidates for the
degrees of Masonry in any way, shape or manner.

Given under my hand and the seal of this Grand
Lodge in the City of Manila, this thirteenth day of De-
cember, A. L. 5935 (A. D. 1935) .

SAMUEL R HAWTHORNE
Grand Master
Attest: ;
TEODORO M. KALAW,
Grand Secretary

(To be continued)
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NOTAS EBDIFFORIALES

ICE un proverbio que se es hombre cuando
se ha sembrado un arbol y se tiene un hijo

Meditemos, pues, y...... escribamos, que as?
nos hacemos hombres.

® ¥ *

No Barrenemos
Nuestra Constitucion

S precepto constitucional, segin disposicién

terminante del articulo 5, titulo XIII, que la
i instruceidon religiosa opcwnal sera mantenida
en las escuelas publicas tal como ahora se autorize
por ley. De propésito hemos hecho hincapié en la
palabra opcional porque esto constituye el nervio de
la disposicién.

El Estado no debe mirar con preferencia a nin.
guna religion. Es una conquista politica de las mas
preciadas la absoluta separacion de la IgleSIa y del
Estado. El Estado no puede, no debe mirar, por la
prevalencia de una secta religiosa sobre otra. El Es-
tado no puede, no debe promover, Ios intereses y fines
particulares de un grupo religioso sobre otro. Den-
tro de nuestra estructuracién estatal, ninguna institu.
cién religiosa puede obtener ventaja sobre otra con la
ayuda del Estado. Pertenece al pasado lo ocurrido en
nuestro propio suelo, y no lo habremos de repetir aqu’
y si recordar tan sélo que la lucha para la separaci6n
de la Iglesia y del Estado ha costado a los filipinos rios
de sangre y aflos de desesperaci6n.

Aleccionados con las ensefianzas de nuestra pro.
pia historia, nuestios diputados constituyentes han
mantenido sabiamente en nuestra constitucién y, con
caracteres de sangre, esta previsora disposicién, y no
habremos de permitir que la constitucion filipina se
barrene para que una secta de cualquier denom’inacién
que fuere tome ventaja sobre otra. Dentro del regi-
men de absoluta igualdad que prevalece en Filipinas,
la constitucion dispone que la ensefianza religiosa sea
opcicnal en las escuelas publicas, y esta disposicién de-
be ser mantenida y respetada por todos los sectores de
la comunidad.

Todas las instituciones de ensefianza estarén bajo
la supervisiéon del Estado y sujetas a su reglamenta-
ciéon. Esto dice nuestra constitucién y luego afiade
que todas las escuelas tenderan a desarrollar en la
juventud el caracter moral, la disciplina individual, la
conciencia civil. Esto se puede cumplir sin necesidad
de acudir a ningtn dogma especial o particular propio
o exclusivo de alguna denominacién religiosa.

Abordamos esta cuestion en nuestra entrevistae
con el Dr. Rafael Palma que aparece en este nimero y
en la seccion DE CHARLA CON NUESTROS HOM-
BRES.

Le preguntamos—; Cémo cree usted que se podria
desarrollar el programa de educaciéon provisto en la

- LGUIEN ha dicho que el nivel de las aguas
nunca se eleva por si mismo sobre el nivel
8] de su manantial. Si el nivel de nuestrag ideas
tampoco se eleva sobre el nivel de su mananual,
busquemos entonces el manantial en las regiones ¥y
abismos de lo nfinito.

* 3 sk

Momento Masonico

Obediencia a la Ley y Respeto al Orden
p ARA los masones de Filipinas tiempos son estos

€n que una vez mas se han de poner en juego

 los valiosos resortes de la fraternidad, y, ahora,
para la eradicacién de un mal cuyos sintomas van pre-
ocupando a las autoridades de nuestro gobierno. Nos
referimos a la explotaciéon inicua de las masas obre-
ras o trabajadoras en ciertos sectores de la comuni-
dad por un punado de individuos que se erigen en
‘demagogos’ de 1a noche a la mafiana como quien dice,
perturbando con sus predicaciones y malas artes la
paz y el orden en nuestras comunidades y poniendo en
jaque a los mismos funcionarios publicos.

Es deber de la masoneria en Filipinas contrarres-
tar esta inicua explotacién, poner en juego sus valiosos
resortes para colaborar con el gobierno en su pronta
eradicacién, y hacer que se respeten por todos al go-
bierno constituido y a sus leyes.

La masoneria ha estado siempre predicando el
matenimiento de la paz y del orden, como también la
obediencia a la ley y a las autoridades legitimamente
constituidas. Es por esto porque nosotros, los ma-
sones, no podemos cruzarnos de brazos ante la reite-

racién de hechos que ponen en peligro, o que tienden a

poner en pehgro la estabilidad de nuestro propio go-
bierno y de minar los cimientos en que descansa la
sociedad civil.

El que haya estado en algunas de nuestras regio-
nes provincianas habra observado enseguida que estos

(Contintia a lo pagina 198)

constitucién filipina relativo al desarrollo en la juven-
tud del caracter moral, la disciplina intelectual y la
conciencia civil, evitando que se inmiscuya en este
programa dogmas de cualquier religién 7—

He aqui su luminosa contestacién:

—Por la correccién sisteméatica de los malos actos
o disposiciones de los nifios y la ensefianza de virtudes
deducida de la historia y de los ejemplos de grandes
hombres.

Sxenripre hemos predicado la obediencia a la Ley
v la sujecién a sus disposiciones. La sociedad civil no
puede vivir en un régimen de orden si su ley funda-
mental va a ser barrenada descaradamente. Vivamos
alertas porque una masoneria vigilante es la mejor sal.
vaguardia de los derechos de los hombres y de los
pueblos.
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Al Margen De Otra Conflagracion
EUROPA SE REPONE DEL -S&SI10

STA Europa a punto de desquiciarse otra vez?
- Rusia se previene contra un ataque alemén
C.D y pacta un tratado de asistencia con Francia.
Alemania da a entender que Francia quebranta con
esto el tratado de Locarno y, bajo este pretexto, ocupa
la zona desmilitarizada. Francia y Bélgica se indig-
nan, e Italia se aprovecha de esta ocasién para hacer
una maniobra a su favor en su guerra de conqu-sta
contra Etiopia, y anuncia que apoyard a Francia. Po-
lonia se suma a otras naciones europeas en las seguri-
dades dadas a Francia de que estaran a su lado contra
el gesto de Alemania; pero Inglaterra, siempre fria
y calculadora, contiene los impetus de los futuros be-
ligerantes, y se embarca en una politica un poco atre-
vida de hacer que Alemania®sea antes oida. Fran-
cia se molesta con esta actitud de Inglaterra y de-
manda la aplicacién de sanciones contra Alemania.
Los paises balkanicos simpatizan con esta demanda
de Francia y discuten la participacion que deberan
tomar. Bélgica se siente amenazada de nuevo y se
une incondicionalmente a Francia. Alemania contien_
de que en el convenio de la Liga no se ha provisto
la aplicaciéon de sanciones sino tan sélo en el caso de
que hubiese una agresién, y segin ella, Alemania no
ha agredido a nadie, ni piensa agredir a nadie, sino
que tan s6lo pretende comparacer ante el mundo con
!a misma plena soberania de que gozan otros pue-
blos europeos. Inglaterra parece asentir en que real-
mente no se esti en el caso de una aplicacién de san-
ciones. Czechoslovakia, Grecia y Jugoslavia son de la
misma opinién que Francia y piden que Alemania sea
forzada a retirar sus tropas de la zona antes de en-
trar con ella en alglin arreglo. Iitalia dice claramen-
te que, a menos que se levanten las sanciones contra
ella, no podra votar por sanciones contra Alemania. In-
glaterra insiste en que se dé una oportunidad a Ale-
mania para oir sus proposicioncs de paz, y, en con-
testacién, Francia insiste que Inglaterra le preste ga-
rantias de una efectiva ayuda militar para cualquier
caso de emergencia, pues, ella con Turquia, Espaifia,
Rusia, Polonia y Rumania dudan de la buena fe de
Alemania al someter dichas proros.ciones de paz. Hit-
ler mientras tanto vuelve a decir al mundo que Ale.
mania no se retirara de la zona y que su ejercito es
invencible. Austria se muestra preocupada, pues, pre-
siente que si no ze le fuerza a Aleman‘a a retirarse
del Rhin, Austria seri anexionada. Turquia también
anuncia que si se le ha de permitir a Alemania a que
permanezca en el Rhin a ella se le deb2 perm tir tam-
bién a que se rearme. :Rusia refuerza con este im-
broglio sus lazos con Francia, cuya ayuda necesita no
solamente para sus propésitos en Furova, sino tam-

bién para cualquier emergencia contra el Japén, que

le estd dando bastante que hacer en sus tierras de
Oriente. Rusia sospecha de un tratado secreto ent e
Alemania y Japon, y para todo lo que sea destruir los
designios japoneses en Oriente, Rusia se arma hasta los
designios alemanes contra Rusia en Occidente y los
dientes. Se dice que su ejéreito, si no bien entrena.
do, es actualmente uno de los mas numerosos. Ale-
mania ve bien claro que el comunismo en Rusia es una
amenaza para el nazismo y para combatir a aquél, y,
seglin ella para, salvar a Europa de sus desastrosas
y funestas consecuencias, va rompiendo uno a uno lqs
convenios y clatsulas de paz, importandole un ardi-
te las furias del pueblo francés. Por de pronto, el Con-
sejo de la Liga de las naciones ya ha condenado uné-
nimemente a Alemania como la infractora de los tra-
tados.

En Ginebra, en Londres, en Paris, se estidn reu-
niendo estadistas, diplématas, ministros, consejeros y
técnicos en estos lios de cancillerias, y se estd buscan-
do una formula de evitar una conflagracién que, en
estos tiempos, seria muchisimo mas horrorosa que la
pasada conflagracion mundial. Parece evidente que
ias cuatro potencias de Locarno ya han llegado a un
convenio que, por ahora al menos, asegura la paz en
Europa. (Por cuanto tiempo? Nadie lo puede saber.

No queremos ser pesimistas; pero si afirmamos
que mucho tendri que deponer el sentimiento de exa-
gerado nacionalismo en algunos paises europeos, si se
quiere sinceramente evitar una guerra. Los hombres
y los pueblos deben olvidarse por un momento de sus
pasados rencores y ‘mirarse sin recelos, y sin suspica-
cias. jCuanto bien harian estos pueblos si estuvieran
imbuidos de los principios masoénicos de sincera com-
prensién y mutua inteligencia! Esperamos, no obs-
tante, que la mente serena y el buen juicio aborten el
desbordamiento de las pasiones mal comprimidas.

La masoneria, que siempre se interesa por el bien
comin, no puede menos de preocuparse ante la pers-
pectiva de una contienda asi. Deseamos que los hom-
bres y los pueblos vivan en paz, dejando a un lado
egoismos y vindicaciones bastardas. Por lo mismo
que la guerra franco-prusiana no terming ajustandose
a los dictados de la razén y de la justicia, la guerra
de 1914 se hizo posible. Por lo mismo que las con-
diciones de paz de la pasada guerra de 1914-1918 no
se ajustaron a los dictados de la razén y de la justicia,
van emergiendo ahora estas dificultades. Posible-
mente sea necesario un reajuste en los trataaos, Y,
iquién sabe! posiblemente sea éste el medio mas pron-
to para acabar con tantas dictaduras, que nacieron
también al amparo de unos tratades desiguales y poco
razonables,

Esperemos los acontecimientos, v que no se diga
que—el hombre para vivir tiene necesidad de matar!
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DE CHARLA CON NUESTROS HOMBRES
SABIAS OBSERVACIONES POR EL DR. RAFAEL PALMA

Presidente del Consejo de Educacion

Pensador, filésofo, educador, el Dr. Rafael Palma
es un venero de riqueza intelectual y espiritual para
la fraternidad. De fecunda y dindmica mentalidad,
sus pensamientos tienen irrgdiaciones de luz inextin-
guible. Pintar y describir sus variadas facetas fuera
un trabajo innecesario. /Quién no conoce su brillai-
te labor en las multiples disciplinas en que se pusieron
a prueba su bagaje de saber y—/ c6mo no ?—su vignro.
so temperamento de iconoclasta?

No es nuestro propésito retratar aqui al hombre,
ni dibujar los trazos de su cardcter. Como hombre pi-
blico, su vida es un libro abierto. Como masén, nada
nuevo hay que afiadir a la fama que aureola su nomhre
ilustre.

Pero el Dr. Palma tiene en sus manos actualmente
una labor. dificil, pero agradable y simpatica al mismo
tiempo. EI primer magistrado de la nacién se ha va-
lido de sus talentos nara encauzar v nresidir las activi-
dades del Conseio de Educacién de Filininas. De su
importancia pronto os apercibiréis si os detenéis a pe-
sar las observaciones aue nos hace en nuestra charla

con él para esta seccién.

—; Cémo encmentra Vd. en general el programa de edvea-
cion en Filininas?

—EIl actual sistema de educacién elemental en Filipinas es
satisfactorio: primero, en cuanto es universal y da a todos el
mismo grado de preparacién; y segundo, porque se propone una
educacién integral y cultiva no solo el lado intelectual sino
también el fisico y manual del nifio.

—iBajo qué modelo estd calcado el sistema de educacién
en Filininas?

—Est4 calcado en el sistema americano con las adaptacin-
nes necesarias al clima y a las condiciones del pafs.

—; Cree vsted que el presente sistema tiené sus defectos?

—Toda obra humana tiene sus defectos y nuestro sistema
creo que tiene los suyos.

—; Cuales son, a su juicio, los mas importantes defectos
que deben ser corregidos?

—Los mas importantes defectos que, a juicio de muchos,
tiene nuestro actual sistema son: en primer lugar, que los estu-
dios son largos y costosos tanto para el gobierno como para los
padres; en segundo lugar, que no proporciona suficiente ense-
flanza ética y civica: y en tercer lugar, que es muy académica
y fomenta el vicio de la empleomania.

Tenemos que averiguar si realmente esos defectos existen:
y poner los medios para corregirlos. Z
—; Existe atin bastante analfabetismo en el pais?

—Si., 5

—:En qué proporcién existe el anafabetismo en relacion
la poblacién total del Archipiélago?

—Segtn los datos del Censo, habia 63.2% de analfaketismo
en 1903 contra 59.59% en 1918, lo cual demuestra que no se ha
logrado reducir rapidamente el analfabetismo a pesar de la ius
truceién universal, debido, sin duda, a la practica de muchos
nifios que no permanecen en las escuelas publicas primarias més
de dos o tres afos.

—; Coémo puede reducirse eésta proporeién?

—Si la anterior es la verdadera causa, naturalmente la
mejor manera de reducir el analfabetismo es exigir que los ni-
fios permanezcan suficiente tiempo en las escuelas no solamente
para aprender a leer y escribir sino también para conocer todo
lo fundamental para el ejercicio de los deberes de ciudadani?}.

— Cuél es el método mas eficaz para la pronta reduccién
del analfabetismo en el pais.

—Por un lado, la anterior medida, y por otro, la educacién
de adultos prescrita en la Constitucién tenderia a reducir en
gran parte el analfabetismo en el pais.

—¢Segln la idiosincracia nuestra y el desarollo de nuestra
juventud, ja:qué edad cree usted debe el nifio principiar a ir
2 las escuelas en Filipinas?

con

—Dado el desarrollo precoz en los paises tropicales, se
puede decir que la edad conveniente para que el nifio pueda en-
trar en las escuelas es la de seis afios.

—¢A qué edad debe terminar sus estudios?

—Segtn la clase de estudios a que quisiera dedicarse, debe
terminar entre los veinte y veintiun afios.

—Dadas ambas edades, ;qué proporcién existe de jovenes
que no asisten a las escuelas en Filipinas en relacién con su
poblacion total?

—Tengo entendido que en las clases primarias hay un
tercio de poblacién escolar que no asiste a las escuelas. Este
promedio es mucho més grande si se tiene en cuenta los que no
asisten a las escuelas intermedias y superiores (high schools).

—;Como se puede reducir esta proporeién?

—No se puede reducir la actual proporcién a menos que
el gobierno emplee mayores medios para dotar de instruccién
a todos los nifios cualificados por su edad .

—¢Cree usted que debiera existir alguna legislacién que
obligara y forzara a los nifios a asistir a las escuelas ya del Es-
tado o ya privadas reconocidas por este?

—Yo creo que debe existir alguna legislacién que obligue
a los nifios a estar en la escuela para recibir una engefianza
no solo primaria sino también elemental. De hecho, esa es la
practica en la mayoria de las naciones civilizadas.

——;Cree usted que debe reducirse el nimero de afios o
cursos en las clases elementales?

—Entiendo que se puede reducir el nimero de afios en las
clases elementales sin perjuicio de la instruccién basica que
se debe dar en las mismas, empezando algunas materias algo
mas temprano.

—¢Y qué de las clases secundarias y de los cursos para
una carrera o profesién?

—La ensefianza secundaria y universitaria deben mante-
nerse sujeta a ciertas modificaciones.

—¢Cree usted que es de urgencia modificar el curriculum
en las escuelas y colegios?

—Naturalmente es necesario modificar el curriculum en
ias escuelas y colegios del pafs si el sistema de educacién ha de
responder a nuevos objetivos e ideales.

—¢En qué materias se debe urgir una pronta modificacién?

—Es preciso poner més énfasis en la ensefianza vocacional
v limitarse la instrucciéon académica y universitaria solamente
para los que hayan demostrado la aptitud necesaria,

La modificacién de las materias de estudio no es de
mucha importancia, pues, cuantos més conocimientos contenga
cada grado del sistema es tanto mejor.

—¢Qué opina usted sobre la teorfa de que en el pais y da-
das nuestras actuales condiciones una ensefianza moderada para
un mayor numero de nifics es mejor que una ensefianza esme-
rada para un grupo reducido?

—En cuanto a esta cuestién, opino que la misma ha sido
ya decidida por la Constitucién de manera que, segun ella, la
instruccién, al menos primaria, sea aplicada al mayor ntmero
de nifios posible.

—¢Es para nuestra juventud ventajosa la co-educacién?

—La co-educacién para mi tiene grandes ventajas porque
estd més conforme con la vida y la realidad.

—-;Cree usted que se debe animar a nuestras mujeres a
que sigan o cursen estudios profesionales?

—En materia de educacién, no distingo entre el hombre y
la mujer. La mujer que tiene medios de seguir cursos profe-
sionales, no veo porque no ha de hacerlo,

—Teniendo en cuenta el caracter y temperamento de la
mujer filipina, ;cuédles son las profesiones que se adaptan me-
jor a ella?

—Las profesiones que se adaptan a la mujer filipina son
aguellas que tienen relacién con el mejoramiento del hogar y
de la familia.

—Para la ensefianza de los nifios en las escuelas, jcree
usted que deberiamos emplear mas maestros que maestras?

—HEs indiferente para mi el sexo de las personas que en-
sefian en las escuelas. La Unica condicién que deben exigirse
de ellos es que estén bien preparados.

(Contindia a lo pagina 196)



Page 194 g

De Luengas Tierras

(Conclusion)

0id el relato de esta lucha por boca de los mismos
jesuitas: “Volvié (al obscurecer) el padre Balaguer
a la capilla para tratar la cuestién religiosa con el
reo. Los sintomas eran bien tristes, las esperanzas
escasas. Por la mafiana al darle una medalla de la
Santisima Virgen, la tomé més por cortesia y dijo
con frialdad: “Soy poco mariano___”

“Abordada la cuestién religiosa, Rizal comenzé
a hablar, con reverencia de Dios, de Nuestro Sefior
Jesucristo, del Santo Evangelio y de la Sagra_da Es-
critura. Decia que él hacfa oracién y que siempre
pedia luz a Dios, porque siempre queria cumplir su
voluntad. Parecia un novicio fervoroso. Pero obser-
vando sus frases y viendo que todo aquello lo pedia
decir un protestante, apesar de que el reo pedia con-
fesién, el padre Balaguer le estreché con preguntas
concretas y categéricas, resultando que Rizal no ad-
mitia la autoridad de la Iglesia Romana ni del Pon..
tificado, y tenia por regla de fe la Escritura, iqter-
pretada segln su criterio, y, en suma, que se guiaba
con un criterio protestante al parecer, pero me‘zcla.do
en realidad con el libre pensamiento y un extrafio ple-
tismo. Apretado méas, vino finalmente Rizal a decir
que él se guiaba sélo por su entendimiento, ¥ que no
pedia otro criterio que el de la razén que Dios le ha-
bia dado, afiadiendo con una sangre fria capaz de
helar la sangre a cualquiera que asi iba a aparecer
ante Dios. tranauilo, y que no cambiaria, porgue de
admitir otro criterio, Dios le reprenderia por habe'r
deiado el de 1a razén pura que le habia dado. Mani-
festibase, pues, resueltamente libre pensador”.

“Hubo que entrar en discusién para demostrarle
lo desatentado de su modo de discurrir. Rizal habia
leido todo lo escrito por protestantes y racionalistas v
recogié todos sus argumentos. Se discuti6 el criterio
o regla de fe y la autoridad de la Iglesia. Admitidas
estas, arguyé sobre la Escritura, sobre el disenti-
miento de San Pedro y San Pablo, sobre el poder de
hacer milagros, sobre la pena de muerte y la muerte
de Anania y Zafira, sobre la “Vulgata” de San Jero6-
nimo. el texto griego y la traduccién de la versién de
los LXX. sobre el Purgatorio, sobre las variaciones de
las iglesias protestantes; mencion6 el argumento de
Balmes contra ellas, “que queria desvirtuar’’, y sobre
todo discurrir acerca de la extensién de la Redencion,
ete. El Padre Balaguer refuté de una manera con-
tundente v victoriosa todos los argumentos d.le‘ Rizal,
y al fin de esta discusién le atacé de frentq, dlcléndole
que si no rendia su entendimiento al trl.unfo de la
fe, iba a comparecer ante el juicio de Dlos y a ser
condenado para siempre con toda seguridad. Al oir
esta amenaza, se le saltaron las lagrimas y repuso:

—“No! No me condenaré”.

—“Si__repuso el padre—“ir4d Ud. al infierno sin
remisién’”, pues que, quiera 0 no quiera Ud. ‘“extra
FEecclesiam catolicam rull datur salus”; la verd:itd es
intransigente en todos los érdenes, y mucho mas enr
el 6rden religioso.

Emocionando ante esta inerepacién, dijo:

—“Mire Ud. padre: si yo por complacer a vues-
tras reverencias dijese a todo que si y firmara tado
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“La obra del pensador es
superior siempre a las fla-
quezas de su vida terrena.”

XXX

“Muere un hombre, pero

nace un pueblo.”

lo que me presentaran, sin asentirlo ni creerlo, seria
hipécrita y ofenderia a Dios.

—“Ciertamente—dijo el padre jesuita—y no que-
remos eso; pero erea Ud. que es un dolo? sin segundo
el ver a una persona amada obstinada en el error, y
que se condena sin poderlo remediar. Usted se precia
de hombre sincero; pues crea Ud. que si dando los
padres la sangre y la vida pudiéramos lograr la sal-
vacion de su alma, ahora mismo, sin dudarlo, la da-
riamos antes que usted.

—“Pero, padre, ;que quiere usted que haga, si
no puedo dominar mi razén?

—“Que ofrezca usted ¢l sacrificio de su amor
propio; y aunque le parezca a usted que obra contra
su razén, pida a Dios que le dé la gracia de la fe.
Dios ofrece la gracia a raudales; basta s6lo que usted
no la rechace. g

—“Pues bien, padre, esta noche pediré de veras
a Dios la gracia de la fe”.

El asedio jesuitico no puede negarse que fué per-
severante y eficaz.

Lleg6é también a la capilla, su madre, septuage-
naria. Hombre sentimental, comprendié el dolor enor-
me que causaba a aquella madre. Esos momentos de
ternura supieron aprovecharlos. Le ensefiaron los
jesuitas una pequefia imagen del corazén de Jesus,
que cuando nifio, en el colegio, habia tallado con un
eortaplumas. Mucho le conmovié este recuerdo___ Y
ya entrada la noche, cuando pocas horas quedaban de
vida, le arrancaron la “espontanea’’ retractacién don-
de “abominaba de la masoneria, como enemiga de la
Iglesia y como sociedad prohibida por la Iglesia”.
Aqui rectificé y suprimié otros conceptos que Nozale-
da, el Arzobispo, habia impuesto en el escrito redacta-
do en su palacio. Buena labor rendida por aquellos
jesuitas, aprovechando la debilidad del hombre que
se ve ante el misterio de la muerte y recuerda el in-
fortunio de toda una existencia.

: Ellos, que no querian recibir la visita de aquel
joven, “que habia perdido su fe en Alemania y que
venia lleno de ideas racionalistas”; que en Déipitén
no lo admitian en su convento si antes no abjuraba
de todas sus ideas, al olor de su cadaver. en trance tan
horrible, iban a arrancarle la adjuracién que restara
prestigio a sus ideas v gloria g su sacrificio. No ha
sido asi, felizmente, porque la obra del pensador es
superior siempre a las flaquezas de su vida terrena.

Lo que pudiese haber declarado Rizal en las hojas
del sumario para salvar su vida de la férrea mano
militar v lo que pudiese haber firmado para ‘“salvar
el alma” de la cauteloza mano jesuita se borra, se ex-
tinoue. desaparece, a la simnle lectura de los versos
admirables donde se despide de Filipinas:

“Vouy a donde no hay esclavos: verdugos ni opre-
sores, donde la fe no mata, donde el que reina es
Dios”.

Sin abandonarlo un instante, aquellos influyentes
miembros de la Compafifa de Jests, que nada hicieron
por evitar su suplicio, siendo las tres de la mafiana

(Continia o la pagine 195)
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PLANCHAS DE CUBICACION

DE LA SOBERANIA

(Continuacion)

Asi es que la idea de soberania supone. un con-
cepto polém.co,—al decir de Jellinek—al comienzo, con
valor defensivo, y de naturaleza ofensiva después. Sus
luchas fueron las mismas que atravesé el Estado, como
que ambos conceptos son inseparables en su historia,
en sus vicisitudes y en sus triunfos.’’

A poco que analicemos las definiciones y con-
ceptos arriba transcritos, enseguida descubrimos que
la idea de soberania entrafia tres elementos, a saber:
(1) una acociacién de hombres (2) que se unen para
determinado fin (3) y que se hallan investidos del po-
der y facultad de regirse por si mismos y gobernar
sus asuntos segin los fines de su organizacién. 'Este
tercer elemento, este poder en virtud del cual la aso-
ciacién se rige y se gobierna por si misma, es lo que
propiamente y en ultimo analisis viene a ser la sobe-
rania. :

Asi es que aplicando esto mismo en lo concer-
niente a las grandes logias, podemos afirmar que la
soberania en éstas ¢s el poder que las mismas tienen
de regirse por si mismas y gobernar sus asuntos segin
los. fines de su organizacion,

Si procedemos a analizar algunas de las defini-
ciones arriba transcritas, pronto descubrieremos que
al hablar de este poder algunos lo califican de supremo,
otros de absoluto, otros de independiente. Esto nos
sugiere que la soberania tiene sus propos y carae-
teristicos atributos.

Mucho se ha escrito sobre los atributos inherentes
a la soberania. Y aln se podria escribir infolios so-
bre esto. En el campo de la ciencia politica y del
derecho internacional este tema no esta agotado. Pero
de entre la baratinda de teorias existentes y de sus

diferentes escuelas podemos colegir que los tratadistas
convienen por unanimidad en asignar a la soberania
el caracter de inalienable o de irrenunciable, como uno
de sus muchos atributos. Por lo que podemos tambien
afirmar que el poder de soberanig en las grandes lo-
gias tiene asimismo este atributo de ser inalienable o
wrenunciable.

Vamos a hacer aqui algunas breves consideracio-
nes sobre este caracter de toda soberania.

Como quiera que en su esencia el poder de sobe-
rgnig consiste en el gobierno de una asociacién por
SL.misma, seglin hemos visto arriba, este poder no
puede subsistir si la asociacién renuncia o abandona
las prerrogativas propias de gobierno. Esta renun.
cia o abandono significa su propia desaparicién, su
propia destruccién. Si el poder de soberania entrafia
necesariamente el poder de gobierno, la renuncia o
abandono de este poder de gobierno significa renun-
cia o abandono del poder de soberania. Es por esto
porque la soberania es necesariamente irrenunciable
o inalienable.

Nuestro M. I. Hermano Kalaw, en su obra ya
arriba referida, dice lo siguiente a este efecto: “Rous-
seau declara que la soberania es inalienable, porque la
soberania no es mas que la voluntad general, que no
puede ni trasmitirse ni enajenarse. En una monar-
quia de caracter hereditario, la soberania no puede
ser retirada del rey por la nacién, puesto que aquella
pertenece al monarca y no a la nacién. En los tiempos
modernos, la inalienabilidad supone simplemente que
la soberania no puede ceder o traspasar sus atribu-

(Contintia o lo paging 198)
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Tierras

del dia de la ejecucién, Rizal se confeso, comulgé y oyo
misa, y dos horas después desposdse con miss Josefina
Braecken. :

La Masoneria, con certero juicio y nobleza que le
realza, no rechaza a sus idealistas por las retractacioc.
nes arrancadas en circunstancias como las de Rizal.
Varias logias en Filipinas y una en Santa Maria del
Rosario, Cuba, llevan su nombre. Al hombre caduco
que ante la presién de la familia catdlica y de los
clérigos asistentes abjura del credo que mantuvo du-
rante su vida razonadora—como en el caso de Guerra
Junqueiro, a los setenta y tres afios—o al que en pri-
si6én, asediado por confesores que lejos de acompafiarle
a que muera tranquilo, torturan su inteligencia y ante
el pavoroso espectaculo de la muerte, segura y cer-
cana, le arrancan esos testimonios de repulsa—como
en el caso de Rizal—la Masoneria sabe perdonar y
nunca olvida a los que sirvieron sus ideales. Si pro:
cediera de otro modo consagraria con su repulsa la
perversidad del clero. El hombre privado de su liber-
tad o del uso libre de su razén es irresponsable. Los
arrepentimientos ante la vida, tienen un gran valor.
Ante la muerte, ante el temor, nada significan”.

Son los mismos jesuitas los que confiesan de la

manera artera y pertinaz en que arrancaron esa re.
traction al martir filipino y que el sefior Pedro Pujol
califica de “Expontanea’’, no son criterios personales
mas o menos justificados; es la verdad de los hechos
confesados por sus propios autores. Pero a fin de
cuentas, ;de que sirvié la retractién, después del cal-
vario, de Galileo? ;Dej6 de moverse el mundo por
que a él le obligaran a declarar lo contrario? No todos
tienen el valor, la resistencia fisica y moral de nues-
tro Domingo Gouicuria, fusilado al principio de la
contienda emancipadora de Cuba. de llegar ante el
cadalso y declarar con la frente alta y la conciencia
tranquila ante la inminencia de la muerte: “Muere
un hombre pero nace un pueblo’’. MAis como muy
ben dice el Dr. Antonio Iraizoz, las declaraciones en
esos momentos no son de tener en cuenta y menos si
son arrancadas por el martirio moral o material de
poderes publicos o religiosos que cuentan con todos
los recursos pare conseguir sus fines.

Créanoslo sefior Pujol. esta, como otras muchas
“agzanas” de esa Santa Madre Iglesia y de aquellos
gobernantes que nos gastabamos les espaficles por
esta América, mas vale no “meneallas”. como dijo
Don. Quijote.
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Tres puestos de importancia que se cubren en el mes
de marzo por ilustres miembros de la fraternidad:—-

Los Muy Ilustres Hermanos Rafael Palma y Vi-
cente Carmona y el Ven. Hermano Antonio Ramos fue-
ron escogidos por el primer magistrado de la nacién
para cubrir importantes puestos en diferentes agencias
de la Mancomunidad. EI Muy Ilustre Hermano Rafael
Palma encabeza la comision que ha de tener a su cargo
la reorganizacion del sistema de educacién en Filipinas.
Dadas sus especiales aptitudes, el tiempo que este dis-
tinguido hermano ha dedicado a esta labor y los estu-
dios que ya tiene hechos sobre los problemas de edu-
cacién en todas sus fases y aspectos, su nombramiento
para el referido cargo ha sido de los mas acertados.
El Muy Ilustre Hermano Vicente Carmona es uno de los
mejores hacendistas y economistas que tenemos en el
pais. Creemos que ha nacido haciendo niimeros, y se
reconoce por todos que el sistema budgetario en Filipi-
nas ha sido un éxito por haber estado bajo su perspicaz
direccién. Ha estado en contacto por deberes oficiales
con la administracién de bancos y ultimamente ha sido
nombrado Presidente del Banco Nacional. Su anterior
ejecutoria es la mejor garantia de que su gestion en
esta institucién sera de positivos logros. Como Te-
sorero Insular, nadie mejor entrenado que el Hermano
Antonio Ramos. Creci6 en esta clase de actividades
del gobierno, y se sabe de memoria las complejas y
miultiples fases de la labor que por ley corresponde a
la Tesoreria Insular y a la oficina del Comisionado de

Seguros, que es un apéndice al cargo de Tesorero. A
los tres van nuestras felicitaciones.

El M. I. Gran Maestre visita tres logias:—

Las logias “Cosmos” No. 8, “Luz Oceanica” No. 85
y “Corregidor” y “Southern Cross” No. 3 fue-
ron oficialmente visitddas por el M, I. Gran Maes-
tre en las noches del 21, 25 y 26 de los corrientes
respectivamente. En su honor se ejemplificaron traba-
jos de grado que fueron llevados a cabo con la debida
perfeccién y exactitud ritualistica. Como siempre, el
M. L. Gran Maestre fue recibido en cada una de dichas
logias con los honores debidos a su alta jerarquia.
Discursos sobre problemas de la institucion se pro-
nunciaron, cerrando siempre con uno suyo muy elocuen-
te el M. I. visitante.

En la Logia “High Twelve” Neo. 82:—

Esta logia se ha embarcado en una nueva labor—
ia de celebrar conferencias en sus tenidas. El mes de
febrero de 1936 el M. I. Hermano Teodoro M. Kalaw
fue el conferenciante. En la tenida ordinaria del mes
de marzo, lo fue el M. I. Hermano Antonio Gonzalez.
Qu tema fue la soberania en su aplicacion a la organiza-
cién de grandes logias, trabajo éste que aparece en ‘la
seceién de PLANCHAS DE CUBICACION de esta mis-
ma revista. Aplaudimos a los hermanos de esta res-
petable logia, y especialmente a su V. M. H. Ambrosio,
pues, nunca es bastante el empefio que se ponga en au-

(Continua a la pagina 197)
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De Charla Con Nuestros Hombres

—El entrenamiento educacional de nuestros maestros cree
usted que responde a las necesidades actuales y al desarrollo
del sistema de ensefianza en el pais?

—El entrenamiento de nuestros maestros ha mejorado de
tiempo en tiempo y creo que es, en general, satisfactorio.

Naturalmente, si el sistema ha de ser revisado con arreglo
a los propésitos educacionales ordenados por la Constitucion,
el entrenamiento de los maestros ha de necesitar modificaciones
para ajustarse a los propodsitos constitucionales.

—Usted, que ha visitado tantos paises extranjeros, ;qué
puede decirnos del entrenamiento educacional de los maestros
all4 que pudiera aplicarse a Filipinas para mejorar nuestro
sistema de ensefianza? 3

__No he visto nada especifico que necesita aplicarse en la
preparacién de maestros en Filipinas, porque el entrenamiento,
dentro de cada sistema, debe responder a las necesidades y fines
lecales.

—;Cémo masén que es usted por muchisimos afios y cono-
cedor de nuestros ideales y prineipios, ;cree usted que la Maso-
neria en los maestros y profesores les acondicionaria mejor
en sus actividades educacionales?

—No hay duda que los precept:os de la Masoneria serian
una gran ayuda a los maestros en el desempefio de sus deberes.
Los principios e ideales masoénicos influirian en gran manera en
la actitud de los maestros para influir en los nifios el cuidado
del mejoramiento individual y social.

—;Qué dice usted de la libertad académica?

__La libertad académica es la libertad que tiene todo maes-
tro para investigar todo aquello que se relaciona con la materia
er que se ha especializado y publicar los resultados de su inves-
tigacion gin otra consideracién més que el hallazgo de la verdad
y de la realidad.

—;Cémo interpreta usted la disposicién constitucional rela-
tiva a la libertad académica en las universidades instituidas
por el Estado?

_ La libertad académica preceptuada en la Constitucién
para las universidades costeadas por el Estado debe entenderse
que autoriza a los profesores pagados por el Estado a decir la
verdad en todos los casos respecto a la materia que les toca
encenar, sin miedo a influencias exteriores.

—;Coémo cree usted que se podria desarrollar el prrograma

de educacién provisto en la constitucién filipina relativo al de-
sarrollo en la juventud del caricter moral, la disciplina intelec-
tual y la conciencia civil, evitando que se inmiscuya en este
programa dogmas de cualquier religion?

—Por la correccién sistematica de los malos actos o dispo-
siciones de los nifios y la ensefianza de virtudes deducida de la
historia y de los ejemplos de grandes hombres. :

—Como delegado que usted fué a la Asamblea Constitu-
yente, ;qué preceptos e ideales masoénicos han influido més en
12 Constitucion?

—Los principios de libertad, igualdad y de justicia social.

—;Cémo quiera que, segin la Constitucién, los idiomas
oficiales en el pais son el inglés y el castellano, ;no creed Ud.
que se debe obligar la ensefianza del castellano en todas las es-
cuelas y colegios, ademéas del inglés?

—Lo creo asi.

—;Cémo quiera que la constituciéon solo requiere que la
ensefianza primaria sea gratuita, no cree usted que el Estado
debe dejar a las escuelas privadas reconocidas la ensehanza de
estudios superiores para extender sus recursos econémicos a mas
clases primarias en beneficio de mayor numero de nifios?

—No, necesariamente, aunque eso dependeria mas bien de
los recursos que pudiera disponer el Estado.

—La Masoneria siempre ha estado muy interesada en la
debida instrucciéon y educacién de la juventud, ;qué ayuda efi-
caz podria prestar la Masoneria Filipina en la actualidad para
promover el debido desarrollo de la educaciéon en las Islas?

—La Masoneria hace bastante al incular a sus miembros
que deben mejorarse a si mismos y mejorar la sociedad en que
viven. Puede hacer mucho prestando su apoyo a la causa de
la educacién de las masas y dedicando sus esfuerzos a la ense-
fianza de los adultos.

He aqui las observaciones de un sabio. Nos habla
con uncién religiosa. Cultor del lenguaje, sus ideas nos
lus imparte con detalles de plasticidad, como venidas
de los dedos de un orfebre. Las recogemos para des-
parramarlas por las paginas de esta revista saturadas
con el aroma peculiar del genio admirable de la raza.
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CON EL MAZO Y EL CINCEL

EL JURAMENTO SOBRE EL LIBRO DE SU FE

Actualmente no es un secreto que los Masones, a
los cuales se les supone que son obreros que constru-
yen un edificio, hablan del ‘Gran Arquitecto del Uni-
verso’. Algunos Masones ingleses en la época a que
me refiero, desearon precisar mas quién es el Gran
Arquitecto, y pretendieron obtener de la Gran Logia
de Inglaterra, una declaracién de que el Gran Arqui-
tecto es “DIOS”, es decir la Divinidad adorada por el
Cristianismo, la que habia elegido a los Judios como
el Pueblo Escogido, y habia enviado a Jesucristo su
Hijo a salvar el mundo y cuyas ensefianzas se encuen-
tra en el Antiguo y Nuevo Testamento. Tal defini-
cion del Gran Arquitecto como el Dios Cristiano ha-
bria inmediatamente excluido a los Hindues, Zoroas-
trianos, Mahometanos y a otros que creen en Dios,
pero que no aceptan las tradiciones judias, o que Jesu-
cristo es el Gnico Hijo de Dios. La Gran Logia de
Inglaterra rehusé por lo tanto definir la frase ‘Gran
Arquitecto del Universo’, y decidié dejar a cada Ma-
s6n que precisara para si mismo el significado de tal
frase segin las tradiciones de su propia religién. Asi,
ahora, ocurre que, cuando un cristiano presta su ju.
ramento en ciertas ceremonias masénicas, lo hace so-
bre la Biblia, pero el Hindu jura sobre los Vedas, el
Zoroastriano sobre el Zend-Avesta, y el Mahometano
sobre el Koran. (Tomado del Mundo Masénico).

LO QUE DICEN LOS QUE NO NOS CONOCEN

La literatura antimasénica, aunque muy conside-
rable, es desgraciadamente muy poco conocida, pero
también es cierto que su estudio requiere prudencia y
circunspeccion. Porque muchas de las obras sobre la
francmasoneria han sido escritas por los mismos ma-
sones con el fin de orientar la accién antimasénica en
una falsa direccién, y éstas son precisamente las pro-
ducciones que mas se han propagado entre el pablico,
mientras que las otras, indeseables para la secta, de-
saparecen de la circulacién con una rapidez asombro-
sa. La literatura puramente masénica, es decir, la
reservada de un modo exclusivo a los masones, se
oculta cuidadosamente a la vista de los profanos, por
lo que resulta dificilisimo estudiarla y sélo nos ofrece
para estas investigaciones informes eventuales, pu-
blicaciones masénicas que casualmente han ido a pa-
rar a los archivos de antimasones notables, y final--
mente algunos libros o articulos de revistas y periédi-
cos escritos por masones, en los que, algunas veces,
se consigue levantar una punta del velo que oculta
el trabajo de las sociedades seccetas. (Tomado del
libro escrito por FARA e intitulado” La Masoneria y
su Obra).

EL CANTARO BENDITO

Parabola de la Fraternidad

Bajo el sol de fuego de la Palestina, fatigado vy se-
diento, caminaba Jests atravesando, en pleno mediodia,
los estériles campos de Samaria.

Con 4avidos ojos buscaba intGtilmente un arroyo
dénde apagar su sed. De pronto, cerca de un pozo,
vio una hermosa samaritana que llenaba su cantaro.

—Hija de Samaria, tengo sed. Dadme de beber.

—Pero un Judio, replicé ella con asombro, ; bebera
el agua que le brinde una samaritana?

—Dadme de beber, repuso Jesus, y bebib.

Después, levantando su mano fina y transparente
v haciendo en el aire misterioso trazo, agregd:

—A tiy a tu cantaro, los bendigo.

—Pero ¢;qué virtud adquirirda mi cantaro con tu
bendicién ?, dijo ella casi sonriendo con sorna.

—Derrama su agua y lo veras.

La dulce hija de Samaria volco el cantaro y el li-
quido se escurria y se escurria, y no acababa de salir
nunca.

—Y ahora, ;qué debo hacer ?—pregunté sorpren-
dida.

—Ve, le dijo Jesis, por todos los caminos y da de
beber tu agua a les Judios; los que la beban cambiaran
en Amor Infinito su odio implacable por los samarita-
nos. E

Y Ia joven obedecié. Todos los que bebian de
aquella agua amaban a los hijos de Samaria, hasta los
mismos escribas y fariseos.

Sorvrendida la samaritana, buscé a Jests y le pre-
gunté: Sefior, ;qué agua milagrosa has puesto en mi
cantaro?

—Es,—le contesté. el Nazareno,—el agua de LA
FRATERNIDAD. Cuando la beban todos los hombres,
se unirdn en estrecho abrazo los méas diferentes pue-
blos y las mas distintas razas. (Boletin de la G. L.
del Ecuador, tal como aparece reproducido en la revista
ACACIA)
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mentar y desarrollar la cultura masénica de los miem:
bros.
El Ven. Hermano Dominador Ambrosiio da un té:—
El Ven. Hermano Dominador Ambrosio ofrecié un
té a los miembros de su logia y a otros masones de la
jurisdiccién en la tarde el 15 de marzo. Hi-
cieron los honores de la fiesta el Ven. Hermano y su
distinguida sefiora, dama que ha sabido conquistar la
admiraciéon y el carifio de los masones por su trato
afable y exquisito. Una nutrida concurrencia de her-
manos y sus familias asisti6 a la fiesta para dar tes-
timonio a los esposos Ambrosio del aprecio y estima en

gue se les tiene dentro y fuera de la fraternidad.
En Ia logia Solidaridad :—

Fraternalmente invitados por los hermanos de la
Resp. logia Solidaridad, estuvimos en la noche del 19
de marzo a presenciar sus labores en el Templo Masé-
uico de Plaridel. Log entusiasmos masénicos de estos
obreros y su innata afabilidad son de esas cosas que
se adentran en los que les rodean y de que es imposible
olvidarse. Sigan los hermanos por este camino que de
ese modo se mantiene viva la llama del amor frater-

nal.
(Concluye a la pdgina 198)
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" gente concurrencia de hermanos de varias logias presté

La logia ‘Luz Ocednica’ inicia al profanc Benito Guido
y hace entrega de diplomas de miiembros honorarios a
los Ven. Hermanos Miguel Bonifacio y O. Hermosura:

Con ocasién de la visita oficial hecha por el M. L
Hermano Conrado Benitez en la noche del 25 de marzo
altimo a la logia “Luz Ocednica” No. 85 se ejemplificod
el grado de aprendiz en la persona del profano Benito
M. Guido. Un cuerpo de oficiales presidido por el Ven.
Hermano José P. Guido se encargd de las.ceremonias
de ritual que se llevaron a cabo con maestria y perfec-
cién. En atencién a los servicios prestados por los Ven,
Hermanos Teodorico Jimenez, Miguel Bonifacio y Ores-
tes Hermosura se les adjudic6 en dicha ocasion
diplomas de miembros honorarios. El Ven. Hermano
Joaquin Garcia, inspector de la logia, hizo entrega de los
diplomas con su habilidad acostumbrada. Una in-

solemnidad al acto.

El Ven. Hermano Ganzon nos visita :—

En la mafigna del®17 de marzo recibimos la agra-
dable visita del Ven. Hermano Ganzon de la logia de
Bataan. El Dr. Ganzon vive en Limay y, como siem-
pre, activo en las varias actividades masénicas, vino
a Manila a ponerse al corriente de la presente labor
masénica de esta jurisdiccion. Los hermanos de Ba-
taan, aunque pocos en nimero, estdn haciendo una
labor masénica excelente por aquellos valles. Con los
gabios consejos del M. V. Hermano Julidn Balmaceda,
Gran Instructor que fue de la Gran Logia de las Islas
Filipinas, auguramos grandes éxitos para nuestra logia
en Bataan.

Notas Editoriales M omento
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individuos suelen operar alli donde es mas fécil la
explotacién de la masa por su ignorancia. Es alli,
pues, donde la labor masénica se hace mas necesaria
y donde debe sentar sus reales*en estos momentos.

Para fortuna de esta institucién masoénica, tene-
mos masones y talleres hasta las mas apartadas regio-
nes de la jurisdiccién en Filipinas. = Nuestros miem-
bros gozan de tal arraigo y tienen tal prestancia en
las comunidades en que viven, que facilmente pueden
ser los caudillos y factores para el éxito de este mo-
vimiento masénico que, sin antagonismos ni malque-
rencias, no tendrid otro objetivo que salvar a estas
pobres victimas de la inicua explotacién de tales indi._
viduos, cooperando con las autoridades e nel manteni-
miento de la paz, del orden y del respeto a las leyes ¥

a su gobierno.

El masén imvuesto de su deber no debe esperar
la indicacién de su maestro para lanzarse a esta em-
presa. Es imperativo deber del masén salir de su
taller v con la palabra y con la plumia predicar a todos
el respeto a la ley, al gobierno. recondandoles que este
tiene sus agencias vy organizaciones ante las cuales

pueden exponer sus agravios y cuyo deber jurado es
resolver sus dificultades y problemas. EIl masén tiene
la ventaja de nuestras ensefianzas y facilmente con
ellas podra convencer a sus vecinos que los gobiernos
se hacen estables y présperos y progresivos solamen-
te en la paz, en el orden, en el respeto mutuo entre
él y su pueblo.

Nuestras autoridades constituidas esperan del
masén, cuyo temperamento y caricter se ha templado
en la fragua de nuestros hermosos ideales, su expon-
tanea y pronta colaborac’én en esta labor civieca de
cuyo éxito depende la eradicacién de un peligro que
amenaza a la misma comunidad en que diariamente
se agita.

No nos olvidemos que solo hace unos meses se
ha creado un capitulo glorioso en la historia patria.
La aportacién masénica a su hermosa epopeya se ha
escrito con letras de oro. Hoy dia se estd escribien-
do las primeras paginas de otro de sus capitulos; ha-
gamos que la aportacién masénica sea también con
nuestra meritoria actuacién igualmente llena de glo-
ria por sus meritorios précticos resultados.

‘ Planchas de Cubicacion De La Soberania
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tos a otro sin imvlicar la propia destruccién, de la
misma manrera que un hombre no puede traspasar a
otro su vida o su personalidad sin mengua de su pro-
pia vida y personalidad.”

Claro esta que siendo asi necesariamente irrenun-
ciable e inalienable el poder de soberanic e incluyendo
este poder en su esencia el poder de gobierno, la aso-
ciacién investida del poder de soberania no podra
nunea, en el ejercito y funciones de este pode:r, hacer

" nada que merme o tienda a mermar o de algin modo
afectar sus derechos o su poder de gobierno.

Es por esto porque la soberania como poder.nun-
ca se podra delegar, aunque si sus funciones se tienen
necesariamente que impartir a ciertas agencias u or-
ganizaciones creadas por el mismo poder de S<obergnia,
y cuyas agencias u organizaciones por antonomasia se
llaman GOBIERNO.

El descubrimiento de grandes yacimientos de oro
en California alld por el afio de 1848 llev6 a los Es-
tados Unidos de América una ola de inmigrantes de
todas partes del mundo. De China atrajo un gran
contingente de obreros que vnronto compitieron con
ventaja con Jos nacionales. Esto, desde luego, causé
un gran malestar y descontento aue pronto amenazé
el orden y tranquilidad piblicos. En su consecuencia,
se firmaron tratados entre el Gobierno de los Estados
Unidos de América v el Gobierno del Tmperio Chino
para restringir la inmigracién de obreros en el te-
rritorio del primero, y se promulgaron leyes por el
Congreso de los Estados Unidos para la ejecucién de
lo convenido en los tratados. Ocurrié entonces que
un ciudadano chino llamado Fong Yue Ting invocé
lo dispuesto en los tratados, alegando que de con-
formidad con Jos mismos poseia una licencia para vol-
ver a los Estados Unidos. (Se Continuara)



