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s}lltEr As FliEnsfii,lT oru TffiE
UFTAS{E is the new Stude-
baker going uphill. Tre-
mendous reserve powef
takes you smoothly up
grades that worry other
cars. And Studebaker's
unicr ue auioma ti c iriit holder
i:-available orr ail models.

ri-r-lK: it from us, tl:ere isn't a
l- ci:or:e in a thousand that an.y

oiher 1938 car can do the things this
rnarvelous new SLudebaker will do
on a 10-mile trial drive.

In fact if you accept our bid anl
go for tirat 10-r-r:i1e test run, you'il
cio rnore s--lling oi Studebaker per.
formance, hanciling ease, steadiness
a.nd respcnsiveness than lve could
ever holje to explain to yo,.r.

You'll prove to yourself in tha.t
single l0-mile drive, that here is the
oniy sound way to buy a car.

So come and get this magnifi cently
built-, sweet-nrnning Studebaker --
norv. It's yours for 10 miles of the
most convincing, most amazing driv.
ing you evef did in an automcbitre.
And best of all, you'il find you can
buy this grand new Studebaker for
a surprisingly low price-just 4
little more thalr for a light, smail car.

MANILA MOTOR CO.

The Cableton'

Wa&{o##tuf&d

}EAI{03 OIT T}IE W}'[Et . ...Yo:J STOP
STflAtGllT! Straight as a yarcistick
every time, this big 1938 Studebaker
come5 to a smooth, swift stop, thanks
to its beautifuliy equaiized feather-
touch hydraulc brakes. Piove this.

GTI YOI'R IbIO'{EY'S WORT!{-GET TI{ESE STUDEBII(ER FEATURES!

Independent planar suspension * Symmetrical direct-action steering a Finest
hydraulic shock absot'l:ers',t Non-slam safety door latches * Fram oii eccnomi2er
* Oversize trunk * tr{orizontal gearbox * Hypoid gear rear axle f Safetv glass

ill around-standard equipment on all rnodels * Automdtic hillholder,N{iracle
SiriIt and automatic overdri;e avaiiable on all nrodeis'

... a nd you ca sx't lose I

NEW TqSE $TTIUEMAKER
We soy o IO-nrile clrive wltl prorb ?hat thls rimozing
Studebqker rldes qs snroothly os q cdnoE on celmr
wqter... sicors os easily os o blcycle . . . leqves
other cars sitting on t!:elr hounches el the kgo'!

signol . . . sx'ops cs straighf os o yordstEck!

BACOLOD IIANILA BAGUIO
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RNZ,AL IN OUR. SCHOOX.S
E dedicate this editorial thought to
that greatest of !'ilipinos, and the
greatest also of tr'ilipino Masons-
Jose Rizal. In Philippine history
June 19, which is Rizai's birthday, is

a date never to be forgotten for it properly
marks the beginning of the most glorious chap-
ter in the Filipino strtiggle for emancipation.

Also, as we honor Rizal on that date, rtrre

must register our regret that, while the Martyr
of Bagumbayan is truly the national hero of
his people, stili our youth are not being suffi-
ciently encouraged to learn more of him through
his writings and, especially, the unexampled
story of his sacrifice and martyrdom.

Is the Government, for instance, a\,r,-are of
the fact that private sehools run by Catholies
never recommend, and much less permit, i;he
reading of I'{oli Me Tangere and El Filibuste-
rismo? And yet, if we must be frank, who !s
the Filipino who can consider his edueation com-

fffil HE Bill on the teaching of religion,

I I I u. rrnatly passed by the National

mmil| fr:i,'#:T;#',-:1*;;: n#fiffi;
of Public Instructio'n has enjorced

the law on optional religious teaching, but in
effect telts that Department how it should in-
tcrpret the law. In thus encroaching upon the
funetions of the Exeeu,tive Por,ver, it becomes
dou;bly unconstitutional.for it also violates the
principle of religious toleiance in this country.

Well may this Bill, therefore, stand as the
shining example of legislation by virtue of the
influence of Catirolic meddlers. The whole
business conn.ected with it .was ro'tten right at
the beginning: nren who ought not to be in the
Nrtional Assembly bectuse they are more fit

plete without having read those two immortal
novels on Filipino life?

Our youth must be encouraeed to read ii.nd
cuitivate the writings of Riza-I. They must
learn while in schooi*the gems of his t6ought,
his devotion to duty, his -sense of justice, "nii
uprightness as a man. Then there is his erudi-
tion as a scholar which our students, especially,
should understand for their own inspira^tion fo"r.,
indeed, few men in history can equil the exteni
and folce of Rizal's attainments.'

We--will suggest as a concrete proposition.
that c.ollege students in this country-beidvised'
to write thesis on the life, labors, ind r*ritings
of Rizal and that eyery college library be n"ot
found wanting in the jiterature coveiinE the
subject. The Governinent should mak6 the
study of Rizal a requirement and, what is more,
should put__a stop to sectarian propaganda de-
signed to distort his philosoph.v- and Eehefs in
the eyes of our youth.

DOUBLY UNCONSTNTUTNONA]I-
to' be acolytes, introduced it; other.s gave it
support not as their consciences dicrated bLrt
as the parish priests of their districts told
them.

Norv the question to' ask is: M,u,st such a
thing be in a democracy like ours? To put it
more conci'ete\r: Must we co'ntinue sending
rnen to the legisfuture who will be the very
ones to'cause to be repeated here the bloody
episodes of lllexico and Spain? Religion is a
need, of every people, but it is a dangerous
fire for meddlers and demagogues to .plav
with. The people shound enjoy its benefits as
they see fit, but the Government should keep
its hands off and ttrose who'would force it to
rlo otherwise deserve no place in our seheme
of things.
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MR. OSIAS. Mr. rSPeaker, few ate
the occasions in the life of the Na-
tional Assembly when a questi'on of so

vital importance to the present anti
futur:e of the nation has been presenE-

ed before it for serious consideration.
This is one of them. The question is

rrot whether religion is of value ot not
in the life of the individual or lhe na-.tion. 

The question is, shall we have

optional religious instruction as no\l'
provided in the Constitution, or shall
we have compuls,cry religious instruc-
tion? That is the issue before us.

We can agree on the necessitY of
beiieving in God as the Creator of the
universe and ali His qualities. We can

agree on the importance ol religion
in the home, in the life of the citizen-
ry of this nation. All disquisitions on

these questions however important, are

beside the point.

We have before us Bill No. 3307

as reported by a part of the C'crnmit-
tee on Public Instruction without the
interventi,cn of several members of that
committee, including the Chairman and

the Vice-Chairman. The sponsol' of this
measure, the gentleman from llcilo,
has been eioquent, has been wonderful,
has been ciear, but his sponsorshiP
has been scrrowfully sterile with res-
pr ct to information reg'arding the bill.
FIe started with lamentations with res-
pect to tire effeeis produced by the
schools since the implantation of the
present system oti religi,cus instructlon'
No data has been adduced: ,cnly opi-
nions had been expressed. And I do

not blame the gentieman from Iloilo,
because in truth, and in fact, no com-
parative studies, no statistical data are
available to prove which system in our
country would have. produced better
resuits. But in the history of educa-

tion, there are studies which have been

rnade, and I have in my hands the
studies made in Australia, comparing
Nerv South \\rales u-ith Victoria, one

havir-rg the system of religious instruc-
ticn, the nthcr without relig:ious in6-
truction. I am not to say, Mr. Sneaker.
that the presence ,cf religious instruc-
tion or its absence is necessarilv a de-

termining fa,ctor as to the existence
of erimes. But in the case of the stu-
dies I have alluded to, we h.ave the
sad lcgic of facts that in Nerv South
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(Edi,tor's Note: The follotoing is a sTteech delit.tdt"ed by Bro. Camil,o Osias, actioe membe,t, of Bagumbayan Lod.ge No, 4 anrt
Assembluman from,r"a Un'ion, at the Nat;ional Assemblg on April 22, \g88, during the d,iscussion"of the biy Trrnr-' cribing compulso,ty reli,gi,ous i,nstruction i,n the pubtic schools.)

W'ales where religion is taught in the
public schools, the percentage of illegi-
timate birihs to rotal birth is 7 per
cent, while in Victoria where there is
no religion taught in the pubtic schools,
the percentage is less, being 5.6 per-
cent,

lVith respect to conviction, from
crimes in police court records giving
tJre average fcr six years per 10,000
inhabitants, in New rSouth Wales where
there is religious instruction, we have
33.40 w.hile in Victcria where there is
no reiigious instruction, we have 22.g5.
Comparing again the two states w,ith
respect to conviction for serious offen-
ses in superior courts, the average
for six years per 10,000 inhabitants in
New S,cuth 'Wales where there is reli-
gion in public schools is 5.68, while in
Victoria it is 8.10, The conclusion is
that religious instruction, on the basis
,cf.two states nhere studies had been
rnade, has not served as a deterrent to
the commission of crime. And that is
a modest and conservative conclusion.

HETRNAEZ. Mr. Speaker, may the
gentleman yield?

The Spca't<er: The gcnflcman rnay
do so if he pleases,

MR. OSIAS. Will the gentleman be
kind err,cugh to indulge me so that I
may be able to ntake a connected
speech? I dare say that a good many
of the points that the gentleman wouli
like to ask wiil perhaps be covered in
the course of my speech and I shall
make every effort to reserve time. 1il<e
the gentleman from Itrcilo (Mr. Zulue-
ta) to accede to the requests of my
colleagues.

(Continrrine). Mr.,Sfrea.ker, allusion
has been made to the petiticn of dis-
tinguished members of the Asserrrblv
directed to the Secrelsly o1 puhlrc
fnstruction on re.tigious ins{,rur:iion.
The gentleman from Iloilo was not
quite accurate in stating that the
Seer:etary of Public Instruction, in his
reply, a.bsolutely refused to accede to
the re.ruests, The truth is that he
acceeded to some of the requests but
he took the ncble and courageous stand
of denying the requests wherein the
gentleman now at tle ht:adshilr of the
1)epartment of Puhlie Tnstnrction be-
lieved in all sincerity that it was vio-
Iative of the principle of the sepa.ration
of the Church and the State. I

halre been reading and rereading the
. answer, together with the. peLition. I

have been reading the criticisms
aglainst the Secretary of Public Instruc-
lion and I lvas vcry much shocked to
find in the "Philippines Commonweal"
for February 10, 1938, a reply to the
Honorable the Secretary of Public Ins-
truction, Mr. Osmefla, wherein a
protests is lodged against the Vice-
President for making "sfosis6ngs"*
and 1 ain quoting-( (to the irrelevant
and convenient fetish separation of
Church and State," Mr. Speaker, that
is an alarming phrase. ?hat there
sh,culd be one in this country who corr-
siders the principle of the separation
of the Church and the State as a fe-
tish is a revelation to say the least.
To us 'n'hc have srvorn to uphold and
defend the Constitution, the principie
of the seporation of the Church and
the State is f-undamental, nct a fetish.
Ere this I rvas inclined to dismiss and
give nc importance to this phraseology
of the reply to the Secretary of Public
fnstruction, but I am constrained to
give it importance nor,v after listening
religi,cusly to the sponsorship of the
gentleman from lloilo (Mr'. Zulueta).

Mr. Spealier, it must have becn not-
ed by cveryone that in the course of
his speech, the gentleman from lloilo
presented to us the analogy of the in-
separability of the human body with
the soul. and likc'rvise he r:casoned out
tha.t there can be no separation be-
tvreen the Chur:ch and the State. i
am happy that sentiments of this na-
ture are now uttered in this august
body after we have made our ccnquest
in the United States securing the
charter of our liberty, because if those
sentiments had been known then by the
Ameriean people, our very friends and
sympathizers might have thouEht
l.hat 'we had not fully absorbed
the principle of the separation of the
Church and the State, which was a
cardinal principle in the McKinley
Tnstructions. In those verv instructions
teferred to by the gentleman from I1c-
ilo, I wish tc refresh his mer,rory bv
quoting the exact words of McKinley's
fnstructions wherein that revered Pre-
sidcnt emphasized that the separation
hetween the State and the Church shall
be t'leal. entire and absolute.', I am

(Conti,w,etl an y)dge E)
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Mr. Speaker, tirat is not what the

Constitution says. lt says: "The na-

tulal right and duty of parents in
the rearing of the youth for civic ef-

flciency, "not religious" efficiency'
That is wlrat merits the aid and sup-
port of the Government. There should

be a clear distinction on that point, or

we will go far afield.
Mr. Speaker, this is a very inoP-

portune occasion and time in the life
of the nation for the discussion of

t:rrs ori1. \ve are engaged in cement-

ing the solidality of tne nation. \l e

have befole us a llteasul'e that has even

lrow divided tiris Assembly. It is inop-

portune because we are on the eve of
an election, and there will be accusa-

tions and counter-accusations that ale
unfounded. Those who wili accuse

everyone ,cf us, one way or anotller, 'lvili
.tlct lealiy know the motive behind our
vote and our sentirnonts. It is inoppor-
tune because we should, il nry humble
opinion, be debating the first thing filst.

'I'his bili is unrlecessaly, lVhy? If
the pulpose is to imlrlant optionai
leiigious instluction, it is absolutely
unnecessary. trVe have that now. if
ii is c,crnpuisoly, it is likervrse un-
necessary because it is clearly viola-
tive of the letter and spirit of the
Constitution. Now, I shculd say that
there are velsions of bills patterned af-
ter this m.easul'e, copies of which havr:

been distributed, many of which lack the
ciements of courage anC honesty. Why,
they are rnere camoufiage and subter-
fuge. \\'haL is sought is not optional
leligious instr"uction. Let us be frank
about it, lVhat is sought is compulsory
leligious instr:ucti.cn. What is sought is
not a re-affilmation of the present
practice or the stcttus tltto sanctioned
by the C,cnstitution, What is wanted
seemingly is power, ccntrol, For the
first time in the life of the Filipinos,
we have a Filipinc Secretary of Public
fnstruction. He is against this bili. Be-
fore that we had American Secrcialies
of Public Instruction, and we had been
acquiesent. We are heroi;, we are bo'!.d

and courageous against ,cur own coun-
trymen; 1ve were docile and silent when
the Secretaries of Public Instruction
v'ere Americans. There is no blinkinq
that fact, it is history. This biII is ,cp-

posed by fqrmer President Palma, whom
President Quezon chose tc head the
National Council of Education, What
are 14re trying to do? We are legisla-
ting something unpalatable to force
through the throats of those pecple,
men of our choice, men known tc be

eminent for their patriotism and inte-
gltty and statesmanship. We are doing
sunreilruig ncw that we have never
daled to cl,c when we had at the hea'.i-
ship of the Department of Public 1ns-
truction, a man not of oux own choice,
a nlan nct of our own flesh, a m$n not
of our olrn blood, one who had come
from acloss the vast Paciflc,

Mr, Speaker, this bili is more or iess
illegular'. It had not gone through the
ploper procedulc. lt went ovel tire head
.cf the Chailman or the Committee on
Pubiic rnstiucrron. And soou aftel it
was submitted .hei'e there are amend-
n,ents galore seeking to tride ihe com-
pulsoly nature of this bill. But this
l:ill is objecti.cnable because, curt.iculuin
instluctron is infolved in section 1, and
it should be essentially an educational
function. This bill, in its Article 7
says: "A1I Acts ot paits of Acts, and
all luies or. r'egulations, incousisient
r..,'ith the pt'oi'isions of this present
Act ale heleby repealedr', meanin,3
that this, if approved, will Iepeal
Section 910 ,cf tl:e Administrative Code
whicil errrpowers a deflnite offfcial jn
this Goveruinent to flx the cur.t.icula
for all pubiic schools under his julisdic-
tion. Let that be kncwn before we vote
on this measure. The religious ins-
truction is to be made a substitute for
good manners and right conduct and
character tr.aining, and onee that subs-
titution is made, it becomes a part and
palcel ,cf the curriculum of our schools
from the lou'est grade to the highest
year of the high or vocational schocl.
Since I'hen did the Assembly cssay to
draft a cutliculurn for alt the grades
of oul publie school system?

Mr'. Speaker, we had once a survey
of r;ul school system by Americans,
I-lr..acled by a distinguished eilucator:.
TheSr [3d sn oppoltunity to see the
r,.-o: kings of the _system implanted hei.e,
ancl on this point the conclusion reaeh-
ed L;y the Monlce Educational Survey
Boald q,as this:

"The long period of experimentation
in the American public schocl, now
nearly a century old, proved that r.eli-
gious instluction in the public schools
.cf a demccracy 1vas. only producti',,e of
lcligious disseqsions and antagonislns,
and that it devcloped anything lrut a
true leligious attitude among the chil-
clren in the community. The solutirn
r'eached as a result of this l,ru61 ex-
perience is that leligious instructicrr
was fundamentally the functicn of
the Church and of the home, and that
the public schools should give no rcli-
gious instruction 

"vhatever.t' 
We fear

a like lesult if you compel.
Compulsion, Il{r. Speaker, is obnr-

xious to a rnanly man. There is sorne-
thing obncxious to every womaniy wo-
mari and every nanly man to hate
legislation, conipulsory legislation, r'e-

llalding his tastes and inclinatious.
'lhat was plovell in the history of pro-
I-ribition r,vhich turned out to be a sad
c-xperirnent. Once chalacterizr:tl as a
noble exlieriment, it tulrrecl ourigno-
ble. Ii is the old story of the " forbid-
ck.t, fruit,"

Ncrn' to come back, the sponsor of
the bill spoke cf the only leligion-
"la uriica religion" \Yrrl'e his ,wn
rvolds. Fiotv does that accold witil otrr
fundamental lalv vhich pt'ovides fol
e-bsolute toleration of religious senti-
mcnt? It is cleur that what is vraut-
ed is al <:xclusive I'eligion when 1,o1r

spcal< of "la unicl religion," the cnly
rcligion. Tire truth of the matter is
thi.t thele is no "unica. r'eiigion." In
this u,olld, there is no orre religion, in
lfanila ol ari;r,.hcrc r:lse. And the de-
cent, Cignifird, Lirc cour'u11eous and pa-
tr'io';ic stand of 'ul're Slate and this Na-
tit-inal Assernbiy shculd be to recolqnize
any and evel'y l.eiigion, because that
accords wiih the principle of leligious
fleedcrn. Lct us have freedorn in this
countly-. -freecl,cm of speech, freedonr
of the pless, freeclom of religiorl, even
if in the exercise of that fleedom it
sometimes hurts. Freedcm of religious
rvolship invoh'es the colrelative righ';
uot to wolship. That is rcligious free-
dcri'r-r'e'ligiotis freedom in its essence

-c.nd I 
lealize that I might be ctiti-

cizcd seserely for the statement, but
I rnake it conscious of its consequences:
religioris freeclom should mean frec-
dcm of religion, f i'eedom of notl-
religicn and cvcn f r e e d o m of
ineligion. We have no light, tnuclr
as we cherish the validity of our faith
as Cl-rristiar-rs, to ill'lposc our rt'ili upon
ou-r' 1\{ohan'rmedal brethren in the
South; rn,e irave no light to deny the
light to our pagan brcthren in the
m,cuntain region of out country. The
government is right, it rcspects all
religions; it war:s with none. It tole-
rates evely form of rvorship, proYided
it is not subvelsive of the life of the
State. That is the leligious freedom
that we want.

Mr. Speaker', this bill is compulsory'
of course, because the authors want
to ccnvert this optional right into a

positive rigi-rt. That is done in sec-

tion 2. They would want the reli-
(Cantinu,ed, on pege 7\
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gious instruction referred to in this
uill to be "credited by the publie
schools." Why, it is sheer jesuitic
r'easoning tc deny that there is an eie-
ment oi compulsion in this vely con-
dition. It is to be questioned whciher
it is proper, and what I say is r,ot in
particular directed to this bill, but to
similar provisi.ons of other iarrs or bills

-it is to be questioned, whethcr .it is
I)roper to have legislation and tc have
a strict enforcement of law lha.t re-
quires that parents or guartjians ex-
pless their desire for their children's
religious instruction once and for all.
\Vhat does that mean? It means sim-
ply this: that we believe that once a
person embraced a reiigion he will
always be in that religion. That is
not true. I have met Catholics who
have become Protestants, and you
know of Protestants who have become
Catholics. And in the period of change,
in the period of adolescence, onc{, the
I'arents have made their choice for
the child, that child, even though he
may have undergcne an evolution in
his religious belief, must necessarily
foliow the choice of his parent. Does
that make for peace irr the family? I),ces

that make fol religi,cus frcedom? Does
that mal<e fol vigolous mentality? No.
Most of the time the Church had en-
chained reason and enthroned faith,
whjle the purpose of the State ls to
cnthrone reason, not to enchain jt.

This compuisoly religious instruction
is objectionable because tire public
schools sh.culd concern themsel',-es with
the teaching of those things that unite,
not of th.cse things that divide the
people of the Philippines. This is rr

iay country. We have no state rel-igicr:.
The schools ale instrumentalities of
dernocracy. They are ag:encies of our
social reconstruction. They must re-
rnain lay 'schocls and must not be
converted into footballs of ministerial
gladiation.

This bili is going tc be hard for
the teache::s- In one place, they are
thr:eatened with fine or dismissal if
thcy do not follorv the provisi.cns of
the law, and yet they are also fined
or get dismissed if and when they do
anything that obstructs or tends" to
ohstruct-weigh those words,-tends to
,gbstruct--the cal'rying out of the pur-
p,cses of this law,

The result of this bill will be a re-
turn to the old condition of affairs in
our country, fcught against by everl
hero of our race noqr ret,ered because

of his martyrdom and sublime sacri-
ficial patriotism.

It is a backward step, it is like turn-
ing back the clock of our nation by
forty years or more.

It is a repudiation of all of Rizal's
writings, it is turning our backs to the
cause for which Rizal paid the su-
pleme sacrifice. The present Magis-
trate of this nation, speaking once orr

Rizal Day, President Quezon said:
"Rizal in each and every page of the

'Noli Mc Tangere' points out the su-
premacy of the ecclesiastical authori-
ties not only in civil but also in reli-
gicus affairs as the most serious can-
cer which Uren afflicted the country."
The '(social cancert' now', I want the
people of the Philippines to know, still
exists. It is our b,ounden duty to be
eternaily vigilant and resist its fur-
ther inroads.

This biil is violative of the high-
est tenets of pedagogy and it would
not be appr'cved of by seasoned edu-
cators. Noq of course, I do not want
to elevate myself tc the category of
educators because I have been only a
simple school-master. But 1 want to
affirm that our schocls are not god-
less schools, and I am glad that the
gentleman flom Iloil,c and I are agr,led
upon that point, because he affirmed
within. our hearing that the textbooks
used in our schools are surcharged
with Biblical texts and therefore ihey
are not godless.

Among educatcrs there is a differ-
ence and a distinction between mora-
lity and religion. Morality is one fleld,
religion is another field. T,c one

school of thought at least: morality,
to this schcol of thought has to do

with those fundarnental relations that
exist between man and man, betlveen
finite and finite. Religion, on the
other hand deals with those reiations
between man and his Maker, between
the finite and the infinite. The State,
acocrding to our Constitution, is not
to be made an instrument for the pro-
rnotion of any religion or sect or deno-
mination, much less to engag:e in fos-
tering th,cse supernatural, miraculous,
mysterious things of the spirit. It
should tolerate religion, it should
make it possible that religi,on be taught,
but it is not going to be made a tool
of any religious gr,cup. And I object
to cur government being made a to,cl, not
because I believe in nationalism, but I
am thoroughly against supra-national-
ism. We all sacriliced for independence

because lve want the center of gravity
for our culture and civilization to be
right in our midst, \\ie do ]1ot want
supla-nationalism, whether the source
of supra-nationalism be \Vashington or
Il,cme. I want Manila to be the center
of gravity for the nationalism of my
chiidren, and I believe in that thcught
and belief, the parents, by and large,
in their second sober thought, are with
me and because I beiieve thus, I am
against this bill.

Mr. Speaker, to ccnclude and in or:-
der to comply with my promise, I am
agairrst this bill because it is not, as
"lleged, for thc purpose of implanting
optional religious instruction.

It is, I repeat, conceived in wrong
and it is going to be propelled by
odium.

It is a long step backward in our
histcry and civilization.

It is a repudiation of Rizal,s writ-
ings and the cause for which he gladly
suffered and died.

It is violative of the highest tenets
of education.

It is destructive of the unity of our
people.

It is apt to be the seed of discord.
If I may engage in a little prophecy,
I fear it may be the precursor of p.os-
sible civil war, if not now, in some d.ls-
tant future,

It is inimical to public policy because
there are advocates of the bill who
denir the plinciple of the separation
of Church and .State, and perforce re-
veal themselves as having not imbibed
the very essence of genuine r.eligious
freedom in our midsts.

It is subversive of tle principles of
democratic government because reii-
gion is essentially monarchical, while
our government is democratic. Reli-
gious progress has been diametrically
opposed to pclitical progr:ess. That is
why they cannot mix. They should
nct mix. They are like water and oil.
Religion started with polytheism. Down
the centuries the number of gods arrd
goddesses have been redr:ced, until to-
day we have culminated in monotht,ism
believing in one Supreme God. My
ideal for the Philippines, spirituall5,, is
for a religious morraichl.r willi God
as our Supreme Creator, we His chil-
dren, and my ideal, politically is cle-
mocracy.

It is un-Filipino and urr-American,
this bill is. Religion in practice is de-
nominational. It is essentially secta-

Page 7
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The 19th day of June last year
was made Masonically memorable bY

the Freemasons of the Jurisdiction of,

the Philippine Islands by the unveiling'
of a 'Rizal monument marking the 1o-

cation of the pioneel Masolic Loctge rn
the Philippines. 11ri" msmorable date
of the birth ,cf the greatest Filipino pa-
triot and Mascn will again be with us
and I have been requested to offer to
the readels of THE CABLETOW the
present modest contribution, a

brief descripti,cn of former resi-
denees of Dr. Bizal in EuroPe where
he became a I'reentason, jusb aa I
found and saw those places at !-he

tinre of my visit several years ego.
The descriptive narrative rrtich fol-
lov,'s for-rned the rnain portion of a ..A
IIASONIC TRAI/ELOGIJE,rr "r, ad-
dress I delivercd at one of the frater-
nal banquets occasionally heiti by the
Craft, and which I then gladly dedi-
cated to Bizal Lodge No. 22.

PEN PICTURES OF DR. RIZAI
Don Javler Gomez de la Serna,

an intimate friend and contemporary,
gives us his pen pictpres of the youth-
tul Jos6 Rizal in Europe thus:

..fenia 24 aflos y era bajo, muy
Elorcno, con la amarilla palid6z que
produce ese sol tropical que marchita
todas mejillas; algo cargado de hom-
bros. t,
In his diary, Dr. Rizal made this cn-

try for the 25th of June, 1884: r.Hoy
pronunci6 un brindis.rr

A contemporary newspaper account
of that banquet held in honor of the
Filipino painters, Bro. Juan Lula and
Fclix Resureccion Ilidalgo, for their
prize arvards in the lt{adrid National
Exposition, portrayed the appearance
of the speaker as follows:

..Se levant6 a inaugurar los brin-
dis un joven medico filipino, el Sr.
D. Jos6 Rizal. Era de palabra bre-
ve y facil; cuando hablaba, par:ecla
meditar cuanto decia, y su aspecto
simpatico, dc rostro pcr:rsador, atrafa
desde el primer momento,t
Hear his Spanirh bodl-guard, Jos6

Taviel de Andrade, characterize Dr..
Rizal in his later years:

.(Era un hombre fino, bien ecluca-
do, y caballeroso. era un sofra-
dor, romantieo; hombrs de acci6n y
cap5z de grandes hechos.t,
It vitrl be recalled that Bro. Jos6

Rizal surreptitiously left the Philip-

Dr. RTZAL'S RESIDENCES IN EUROPE
By EDUARDO L. CLAUDIO, p. M.

Batangas Lodge No. Bb

pines l:ound for Spain in search of that
Masonic ideal, the freedom of education
that had been lost to the Filipinos for
three centuries. To this departure he
alluded later in his beautiful verses
for his mother:

"La dej6!...mis patrios lares
Yo cruc6 los yastos mares

Ansiando cambiar de suerte. rr

Of great interest and fascination to
nie were [he plaees where Dr. Rizal
formerly resided in London, in Brusscls,
and in Paris, as indicated by the head-
ings of his letters written to Dr. A.
B. Meyer.

IN LONDON HE LIVED AT NO.
37, CTIALGOT CRESCENT ROAD,

PRIMROSE HILL.
Beforc getting to Regent,s I'arli

IIL)ad ol)e sees Regent's Canal, a nar-
row stream of water which is an arm
or tributary of the Thames. On both
aides it is lined with elm trees leaning
over the glassy water w-hich reflect
their grcen foliage. Then after pass-
ing by the Zoological Garden fronr I!e-
gentrs Park Roafl, 1g gets to Chalc,ot
Crescent Road which gradually and gra-
cefully bends to form a half-mo'cn. At the
tip of the Crescent stleet, as it termi
nates at the small pllrza called St.
George's Square, Dr. Rizal lived, lt le:lsf
Ior some tirne, in a three story aparlment
house, at the fourth docr numbered 37.
lle boarcled with a Mr. Becket, organist
of St. Paul,s Church. The buildiug ir
situated right between Rothwell and
Sharpies llall streets, far away from
tlre hustle and bttzzle of one of the
lalgest cities in the world. In ths
front part of the second story ia o
small balco;ry. The entrance to tJro
apartrnent house is gained by knocking
with an oid door knob of iron.

It was in this great and busy city
flrat Dr. Rizal studied closely and mi-
nutcly his Philippine history; he read,
discussed and kept notes of his critieal
opinions of authors on the philippines.
IIe caryed ancl painted during leisure
hours and produced his q-orles calied(.?he Triumph of Death over Lifc r,

and .(The Triumph of Science over
Death." FIe frequented scientiflc con-
fererrces and wrote scientific al.ticler;
and, most irnportant of all, tre trans-
lated and annotated here Antonio de
Morga:s rare (rllistory of the philip-
pines" in order to correct the misre_
presentations and prejudices as shown
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by foleign authors concerning the !-i-
lipinos and their civilization. He, tco,
founded a mutual improvement and
study, club ior Filipino stu<lents in Lor-
dgn, and here he became a close friend
end associate of the famous Dr, Rost
and of his ccmpatriot and Masonic hro_
ther, Antonio Ma, Regidor.

IN BRI]SSELS HE HAD HIS
RESIDENCE AT NO, 38

RUE PHTLIPIPE DE CIIAMPAGNtr
Also quite set apart from Ure busy

metropolis of Lirussels, the capital ol
Belgium, a glay brick building of three
stories still stands on llue philippe de
Chanrpagle, as this street bends to
cross Rue du lllidi, at one end and
Rue flouppe, on the other, The part
of the old house numLereC Sg where
Dr. Rizal resided appears to be the
second addition to an original structurc
that must have bedn enlargetl at two
different times, as irrdicaleti by the
roofings rvhich show three varying
heights, each onc slightly above the
other. A stone stairway of three steps
leads to the outside door provided with
a"n iron knob. Here, too, Dr. Rizal had
found peace and quiet suitable for con-
tc'mplation on the sequel to his ,.Noli
Mc Tangere," the ,.El Filibusterismo,,,
or ('The Reign of Greed.,, This vo-
lume he had begrn when he first re-
turned to the Islands. While in llel-
sir:m he also frequented the city of
Ghent vrhere he had this propheiic
novel printed and published.

HE ALSO LIYED IN PARIS AT NO.
45 RUE DE MAUBEUGE

Tho house where our hero had hie
residence in the City of Paris, was
much larger than the one in wnich hc
lived in Rrussels, just as this one is
larger in comparison with his resideno
in London. But it was likewise a con-

crete structure, gray with age, and
buiit on the apartment pian ['hen I
saw it, it was still in perfect condition,
standing along Rue de Maubeuge. Tu'o
large doors of solid wood carved atrd
painted yeliow opened to the wide
busirress street trampled by men, horsos
ahd the wheels of the city tramways.
'l'here were balconies in front of the
house on ea'h of the six stories, and
the windows wele provided with sun-
blinds. Dr. Rizal came and rrent by
No. 45, which was one of the two
tioors, I found this house with the least

(Cotttinuecl on page g)
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difficulty, compared with my search for
the others I have mentioned' It \n.as

the middle of 1885 when he first went

to Paris and there specialized as an (lc-

culist under the noted Dr. L. de Weck-

ert. In this city he continued writing the

'(Noli Me Tangere2r and also master:ed

French until he could write in it as

proflciently as he could in Spanish' The

tr'iiipino friends and brothers with whom

he fr:aternized here 'nvere the Lunas

and the Tat'eras, Valentin Ventura end

Ariston Bautista. It was here, also,

that Dr. Rizal affiliated later with the

French Lodge called rrTemple drHon-
neur des Amis Francaisr, (Friends of

frrench Honor). This Lodge held its
rneetings in the M'ascnic temple located

on Rue Cadet which at the time of mY

visit had been remodelled and repainted'
He was reaiizing his dreams of seeinE

the world, of learning more languages
of Europe, and of broadening his know-
iedge and experience.

This is what Dr. Rizal obsen-ed
about travel:

(.AI1 the advancement of modcrn

society is due almost entirelY to

tlavel. And, trulY, in remote anti-
quity men traveled in search of
knowledge, as dhough it were writ-
ten on the krillows of the sea, on
the ieaves of trees, on the stones of
the road, on monuments and tolrrbs.t'

IN BERLIN, GERMANY
When in GermanY, in the CitY of

Berlin, I was reminded of the facl
that there Dr. tsizal comPleted and

published his epoch-making trlgoE 114"

Tangere" ol' "'Ihe Social Cancer,"

having written one-ha1f of it in Ma-
drid, and one-fourth in Paris. But
to my regret, during mY brief staY in
that city, I did not succeed in locatiug

the house pictured in Dr' Austin Craig's

book where the now famous Pol'iti-
co-social novel w'as finished. And time

did lot permit me to visit the City of

Heidelberg and its university, the scene

of Dr. Rizal rs intimate association
with the greatest Austrian Filipinolo-
gist, Prof. Ferdinand Blumentritt. I
well remembered, however, that - thorc
he composed otre of his most beautiful
and patriotic poems, an apo<trophe to
tho flowels of Heidelberg:

((Id a mi patria, id extrangeYas
flores

sembiadas de1 viaiero en el caminc,
y bajo su azul cielo
que guarda mis amores,

DT. RIZAL'S RESIDENCES IN EUROPE
(Contirrued from page 8)

contad del peregrino
la f6 que alienta por su Patrio

suelo.',

CALLE DEL DR' RIZ!fi
IN BARCELONA, SPAIN

The stieet which e'choes Dr' Jos6

Rizal ,s name and fame runs through

one of Barcelona 's residential distiicts'
It is short but straight, extending

between Calie San Gabriel and Calle

ciel Neptuno. lt has paved side-w'alks

on both sides and is clean and fr:ee

from dust. Two four-story buildilgs
stand on the side cf Calle San Miguel'

the one on the right side being of gray

color with small iron-raiied balconles'

Then, all along is seen a row of re-

sidences of two and three stories in
height. On the left-hand side of ihe

street are also found modest, single-

story houses, three in riumber. The

street finds a'n attractive ending"in the

small, luxuriant garden of flowering
plants and cycad palms, visible thro-irgh
the iron gate of a residence on Calle
del Neptuno, formerly the Montjuich
Castie w-here Dr. Rizal was deiained as

a prisoner for some time until he tsas

taken back to the Philippines. I was in-
formed that the property belonged to
one D. Federico Grasas, who was for
the season residing in Madrid. That
street was named in nis honor "Calle
del Dr. Rizal."

MADRID IN DR. RIZAL'S TIME

Madrid still abounds in Places and

things associated rvith Dr. Rizal's life'
Here he read the Spanish daily "81
Imparcial.,' He frequented the Caf6

de Madrid, and one New Year eve' ce-

lebrating the advent of the year 1884'

he briefiy summarized the eloquent ad-

dresses of Paterno, Lopez Jaena and

others, and also eomplimente.i the pre-

cious sonnet composed by De Lete. In
some of the theatres he listened with
admiration and satisfaction to the in-
terpretations of Alexander Dumas'

"Kean," and of Shakespeare's t'Ilam-

let." In the Universidad Central, he

won the highest honors in Greek

aud Latin languages as well as lite-

rature. At the HosPital de la Prin-
eesa he observed and treated the pa-

tients entrusted to him by his profes-

i tor. In the Senate Chamber where

t hrr*. Juan Luna's "La l3at*lle de

I Lenanto" portraying the lvoiurded

I Mieo"t de Cervantes, Dr. Rizal with

1 rotio Llorente, heard the debates hy

\ the Spanish solons Sagasta, Posada
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Herrera and Lopez Dominguez. On

Ca1le del Lobo, renamed EchagaraY,
and perhaps in the old restaurant of
Los Gabrieles, there used to take place
many heated discussions among Filipi-
no students in which he frequently and
prudently refrained to mix himself.
And in the Spanish Ateneo, the forrner
center of Spanish literary life, Dr.
Rizal enjoyed hearing the noted poet
Catnpoamor read his poems, (.Cbrtas
de una Santa" and , tCoinit Rezan las
Solteras." I was indeed thrillecl
when I found myself in tbis crity wl-.er.e,
many years before, Bro. Jos6 Rizal was
made a Mason, especially after I had
succeeded in inter-viewing his Spanish
biographer, D. Wencesiao E. Retana,
upon my return from s,cuthe.,rr Si.iain,
from ,Sevilla and Granada, visiting the
historic Palace of the Alhambra. That
was about a year or two before D.
Wenteslao died. IIe was living with his
daug'hters in his apartment at No. 12
Calle Carranza. In Madrid Bro. Rizal
was initiated in the Lodge of Masons,
the rAcacia," to which Bros. Gracianc
Iopez Jaerra and Tomas G, del Rosa-
rio belonged. As soon as the Filipi-
nos were able to establish lodges of
their own, he affiliated first with ('La

Solidaridad No. 53," in Madrid, head-
ed by Bro. Marcelo Hilario del Pilar.
This, the pioneer Masonic Lodge in
Spain to be eomposed of Filipinos, was
founded in 1890.

Tho Masonic lodge halls of the tem-
ple on Calle Pretil de los Consejos
seemed to be, unknown to manY Madri
Ieflos, and to many of the city police-
men. Yet, thc building is situated nct
very fal from the ( Puerta del So1" and
may be reached by following the prin-
cipal avenue, Calle MaYor, uP to i{o.
91, and then descending abruPtlY to
the left, and then a little to the right,
in the direction of the viaduct. The
temple is in that four-story gray btick
structure which terminates the street
Within these walls, it is said, Bro
Jos6 Rizal delivered his stirring ad-

dress upon beiirg raised as a lVlaster

Mason. This masonic document in
mss. is now in orrr ltrational Libl'ary'
Conspicuously P1aced in one of the

Lodge rooms of the Temple is a marble

tablet dedicated in his honor just alter
his execution, aS a iribute and homage

of his Brethren all over Spain. Trans-

Iated from the Spanish, the simple, yet

very touching, inscriPtion reads:

lContinued on pdge 12)
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MONTANA, 1936
The Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free

and Accepted Masons of Monta-
r&, founded in 1866, had on June
30, 1936, 135 Lcdges with a tr,tal
membership of 18,078, there har'-
ing been a net decrease of 242 in mem-
bership during the past year. Grand
Masiers; r'etiring, Joi:n R. Lloyd; in-
coming, iohn Kain of Helena. Gr.and
SccretarSr, Luther. T. Hauberg, Box
896, Helena, Montana.

I'he Grand Lodge ,cf Montana held
its 72nd Annual Communication in the
City of Butte, on August 19 and 20,
1936. Ou-r Grand Replesentative, Wor.
Bro. Herrry H. Swain, was pl'esent.
Wor. Brc. Char'les Hauswirth, Mayor
of the City of Butte, welcomed the
tnembers of Grand Lodge. The Grand
l\'Iaster, in his Annual Address, rnen-
ticned that during the year, the Grand
Lcdge had lcst two Past Granli Mas-
tels by death, M, W. Brothers Ed-
ward C. Da;, and George W. Craven,
Accompanied by Grand Secretary
I{auberg, he attended the Conference
of Gland l{asters and that of Grand
Secretaries in \,Vashington, D. C. He
visited apprcxinrately one hundred
Lodges ancl attended the Grand Lodge
of North Dakota and the 125th Anni-
versary of the Grand Lodge of the
District of Columbia. He commented
on the increased attendance at Lodge
meetings and increase of interest due
tc the educational work being earried
on. He recommended that their. mem-
bership w'ith the Masonic Service As-
sociation be continued.

The corner stone ,cf the new Grand
Lodge building was laid on July 18,
1936, with a short but forceful ad-
dress by M. W. Bro. H. S. Hepner. It
is worthy of note that the corner stone
of black Montana granite rvas design-
ed, made, and presenteC by R. W, Bro.
John Kain, Deputv Grand Master, who
is a skilled, practicai stone cutter.

The power ,cf dispensation is a won-
derful thing. A Lodge rSecretary for-
warding information to complete An-
nual returns inadvertently reported
that four brethren-(naming them)-
were balloted on and elected to become
members on the same night on which
they were given their first degree.
The Grand Master feeling that a w.iI..
ful violaticn of the law had not been
intended cautioned the Lodge and c.ited
the provisions of the Code on the s::b-
ject, which reads: ,, A L,cdge shall
not confer any dsglgs upon a ean.lli-
date at the mceting at which he is

elected to receive the salrle.,, 'I.his
appears quite definite, yet, we find
that in another case the Grand Master
granted a dispensation to a Lodge tc
confer the Entered Apprentice Deg'ree
on a candidate at the same cornmuni-
cation at which he was elected to re-
ceive the Degrees, the reason given be-
ing that the father of the candidate
might witness the confelring of this
I)egree upon his son before leaving
the city.

The Masonic Home had 52 guests,
38 men and 14 women on June 30,
1936. ?he Home suffered minor dam-
ages from the earthquakes which
r,ccked the City of Helena during this
year, but happily none of the mem-
bers were hurt.

We were about to record the fact
that they do not have a Grand Orat,r
in the Grand Lodge of Montana but
that would not be strictly in accord
with facts. We mean that there is no
officer shown by that title. it is the
custom to call upon the (iranrl Cha-
plain for an annual oration .lnd R \V.
Br,o. George S. Sloan again gave a flne
address, the subject being, "Trust in
God.t' We wish we had the space to
give this address in its entiretv.

The report of the Commitiee on
Correspondence was submitted by M.
W. Br,c. H. S. Hepner who a)so pre-
lrared the reviews of Procee{i,rgs of
6-1 (}'z.rrri l.cdges. The ConLmiilce l"e-
commended recognition be acccrded to
the Grand Lodge of Sweden and that
a request be made for an early ex-
change of representatives. M. W. Bro.
Hepner gave one page to a leview, of
our L935 Ploceedings in which he
quoted the entire section in the Ad-
dress of Grand Master Camus undel
the heading of "Masonry," He made
no c,cmments on the report of the
'(China" controversy, but under Colo-
lado he quoted the remarks of P. C.
M. Stanley C. Warner ,cn this subject.
Ther:e is no forervord but Bro. Hepner
closes his reviews by some genercl
coinments under the heading ('End of
tJre J,curney" in. which he gives ex-
pression to the need of teaching our
members to do their full duty as citi-
zens.

MONTANA, 1937

The Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free
and Accepted Mascns of Montana,
found in 1866, had on Jnne 30. 193?,
135 Lodges with a total membershi
of 18,060, there h.aving been a lrct de-
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crease of 18 in membership during the
past year. Grand Masters: retiring,
John Kain; incorning, lld.,vin Graftcn
of Billings. Giand Secretary, Luther
T. "IIauberg, Box 89ti, Heiena, Monta-
na.

The Gland Lodge ,cf Montana held
its 73rd Annual Communication in the
City of Helena, on August 18 and 19;
1937, Our Grand Replesentative, Wor.
Bro. Henry H. Swain, was present.

The Grand Master delivered an
address which shows that he had a
busy year, He lepresented his Grand
Lodge at the tl,o hundledth anniversa-
ry of the Grand Lodge of Scotland,
visited five sister jurisdictions (4 in
the U. S. and 1 in Canada), in addi-
tion to 37 lodge visitati,cns and atten-
dance at tu,o funcrals in his own ju-
risdiction, He mentioned the deaths of
thlee Past Gratd Masters during +he

year, M. W. Br.cthers James H. Mon-
teath, Ernest M. Hutchinson, and
Charles S. BelI. The Grand Master'
also attended the Conferences of the
Grand Mastcrs ahd Grantl Secretaries
at Washirrgton. D. C.

Standards of Recognitio:^ $'ere mo-
dified by the adoption of an amend-
rtrerrt rvhich rerds as follows:

" Provided, that where mcle than
one Gr:nd Lodge is established in
any foreign julisdiction and the
same r,'orks in harmony with the
othels, and there is no conflict be-
tween them of jurisdiction over Ma*
sonic materiai, and each recognizing
the other, fraternal recognition may
be extended tc each."
On recommendation of the Commit-

tee on Correspondence fraternal recog-
tion was ertcnded to the following
Grand Lodges and the exchange of re-
presentatives provided for:

1. Tire National Grand Lodge of
Czechoslovakia (Czech).

2. The Gland Lodge Lessing Zu
I)en Dlei Ringen (Gcrman; in
Czechoslovakig.

3. Grand Lodge of Rio de Janeiro
/Rrazil)

4. The Grand Lodge of
(Ene1ish Speaking).

Chile

5. The Grand Lodge of Vienria,

Reverend and R. W. Bro. George S.

Slcan, Gland Chapiain, delivcred an
irrrpressive address and at its close
rededicated the Bible from Rhcde Is-
land which goes from one Grand Lodgc
to another. During the course of the
various Gra,nd LodEe eommuni-

(Conti,nued on pa{)e 1l)
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cations a service of dedication is held.
M. W. Bto. Albert Knight, Grand l{as-
ter of Rhode Island in 1936 bought
tlris Bible and started it on it: tlaveis
as a reminder of the three hundredth
anniversary cf the foundiug of thac
State.

During the Annual Communication,
tl:e ne11, Grand LoCge bnilding which
was begun in 1935 was dedir:ated with
appropriate services. The address of
M. W. Bro. Wiiliam J. I\llarshall, P.

G. M., of Montana is rveil w,crth read-
ing. The following palaglaphs are
erluaily applicable hele as in the Unit-
ed States.

"A fell' years ago, candidates for
Masonry l'relc infolmed that SIa-
scnl'y was univei;al and that thel,'
welr: entitled to the rights and be-
nefits cf Masonry throughout the
world. This is no longer true. In
Italy, Gerrnany, and Russia, the
homes of dictators, Freemasonry no
longer exisi:s as such. In these
countries, democracy and iiberty
have been stamped orrt. 'lhose persoir.s

who professed or who were suspect-
ed of adhering to thcse principle::
have either been put to death bY
the executionet''s axe or the fi::ing
squad, or have been cast inic pri-
sons.

,, I should like to ask :,/ou, ble-
thlen and fliends, if these facts have
any significance to you and to me
here in Anrerica. I should like to
ask you if you think our American
rights, liberties and institutions are
not being threatened at the present
time? I am sure that every thinh-
ing person rvithin the healing of
rny voice, yes, and every thinking
person in this whole country of
ours, reaiizes that there are certain
agitators and groups of individuals
wh.c are living for no other pur-
pose than to destroy these privileges
and institutions which 'lve, a free
people, now love and cherish.

"Among the privileges w€ ate
free to enjoy are leligious libert,'i,
the riqht to u,'orship Almighty Gotl
accclding to the dictates of ou1'

orvn c.cnscience; freedom of speech
and of the press; political freedonr;
and the right to rear, train ar':d
educate our or/'n children as w,'l
thir,! they should be trained and
educated. These priviliges no lon-
ger exist in these countries men-
tioned above. God forbid that thc
da}, sh,rt1, ever come lvhen rn'e in
this country are deprived of ih.:

right of going and corning as u'e
please, of thinking and acting as

independent citizens so long as we
d,c not infringe upon the rights of
others, of training and educating
our own childrcn and of worshiping
Go,l acccrding to the dictates of our
ou'n conscience."
The report of the Foreign Corres-

pondence Committee was prepaled anC

reviews written by M. W. Bro. H. S.

Ilepner, P. G. 1\{, He reviewed the
Proceedirrgs of 64 Grand L,odges. 'Ihe
Philippine Islands are listed, but un-
der that heading in the body of the
reviews there is only the statement
that cur Ploceedings for 1936 had not
been received and that it would be re-
viewed with 1937 next year. In his
t'Conclusion", he notes t'improved

conditions in Masonic Circlestt ' that a
slririt of optimism prevails.

The Gland Lodge of Montana is re-
1rt'esented near ours by M. W. Bro.
C" W. Rosenstock, P.G.lVI.

NEW BRUNSWICK, 1935

The Grand Lcdge of the Ancicnt
and Houorable I'patelnity of Free
and Accepted Masons of New Bruns-
wick, founded in 1867, had on Decem-
ber 27, 1934, 44 Lcdges with a totsl
mernbership of 5556 showing a loss of
187 rrembers during the year. Grand
I{aster: G. Percival Burchill; (re-
elected), Secretary, J. Twining HarLt,
I\Iasonic Temple, Saint John, N. B'

The 68th Annual Communication cf
the Grand Lodgc of . New Brunswick
was held in the City of Saint John'
N.8., on August 22, 1935. Our Grand
Representative, Wor. Br,c. Wm. S.

Morrison, was not present. There v'ere

only 20 Grand Representatives pre-
serrt at this comrnunication.

The Grand Master in his Annual
Address, mentioned the deaths of 14

members of the Grand Lodge, 5 of
them being Past Grand Offlcers. He
made 13 Lodge visitations and reports
being delayed in one case by a snow

l,lizzard. He attended the Artnuai
Communication of the Grand Lodge of

Nova .Scotia. In cl,csing his address

he suggested the appcintment of a

committee to find some definite objec-
tive to 'which their efforts might be

dlrected.

I charter was granted to Grand
Lake Lodge, U, D. at Newcaste Bridge.
I\I.into. Twenty dispensations werc
issued,

The reports of the six District De-
puty Grand n'Iasters are printed irt

the Proceedings, also statistics showing
nemes of all losses and gaias of the
various lodges with a list show.ing
all o{ficers of the Grand Lodge
flom date of founding. There are no

flatelnai reviews. i

M. W. Bro E. E. Els€i, P.G.M., re-
plesents the Grand Lodge of Nerv
Brunsu'ick neal our Grand Lodge,

NE\,V BNUNSWICK, 1936
The Grand Lodge of the Ancicni

and Honorable Frater:rit17 of Iilee
and Accepted lvlasons of New Bruns-
wick, founded in 1867, had on Decem-
ber 27, L935, 43 Lodges with a total
membership of 5423 showing a loss of
133 during the year. Grand Masters:
retiring, G, Pcrcivai Burchill; incom-
ing, Guy H. Humphrey. Secretary, J.
Twining I{altt, Masonic Temple, St.
John, N. B.

The 69th Annual Comtuunication of
the Grand Ircdge of New Brunswick was
held in the City o-[ Sb. Jchn, N.R., on
August 2?, 1936. Our (irand Repre-
tative, trVor, Rro }Vm. S. Mon'ison,
rvas not present. Thele 'lvere only 1?

Grand Bepresentatives present at this
Ccmmunication.

The Gland Master in his Annu:ll
Addless mentionad the dertirs of 1,1

membels of the Grand I-,rdge during;
the year, the same ,ruu1foL.1 as in the
pr'eceding year. Of these, three rvere
Past Grand Officers and trvo were
Past District Grand Masters.

This yenr the Grand ll{astel rnade
23 lodge visitations and attencled Suu-
day church services with Lodges at
fcur different points in the Jurisdic-
tion, In response to his suggestion at
the 1935 An;rual Communication con-
cerning the need for a demonstration
of practical Masonry, he reuoltecl that
the Boai'C of Generai Purposes to
r'hcrn the suggesi;ion had been referred
had appointed a committee to .study a
ploposal for the establishment of an
Aged Mason's Home. He recomen,lerl
that the C,cnstitution be amended so as

to permit the board of General Purp,cses

to accept ar^ invitation from any Lcdge
that might rvish to entertain Gran,l
Lodge at its Annual Communications.
Their 1aw 131p provides that the place of
holding the Annual Communication shall
be fixed by Grand Lodge, failing which
the annual session wiil be held in
Saint J,chn. As a means of education
he su.ggested the issue, periodically, of
a publication containing articles deal-
ing rvith the l\(ission of lVIasolry.

Conl'inu.ecl o,,n p&ge 12)
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Sick Gommittec
The foll,cwing brethren havs been

been appointed members of the Sick
Committee during the month of June,
1938:
Vicente Orosa (58), Chairman
Walter L. Parman (41), Member
Daniel S. Albano (28), member'till Fraternal
tt_L:
Jose I. Abue1

Active member of Bagumbayan
Lodge No. 4

Initiated: September lL, lg1g
Passed: October g, lglg
B,aised: November 80, 1g2g
Master in 1935
Died: May Z, 19Bg

Zacarias B. Sahagun
Active mernbel of Malinaw. Lodge
No. 25
Initiated: LSeptember 15, 1910
Passed: November 2L, tg77
Raised: October B, lgil
Master in 1914 & lg2l
Died: February 1,g, 19Bg

illoreno Electrical & Eng. Illorks
7059 Azcataga, Manila

Electric Installations & Repairs
Armature Rewinding-

A.C. & D. C.
Acetylene Welding & Cutting
Complete Machine Shop Service
Call Up for Estimate-4-93-S1

RAFAEL MOPENO
Manaller and propt.

THE GRAND LODGE OF SPAIN
TO THE MEMORY OF THE NEVtrR-

TO-IrE-F0RGOTTEi.I BROTIIER
JOSE RIZ*L

VICTIM OF HIS LOVE FOB
LIBEITTY AND .IUSTICE
SHOT IN MANILA ON
DECEMBER 30, 1896

In the history of Spain are indelibly
recorded the names of men like Colum-
bus, Cervantes and Rizal who were im-
plisoned during life, yet who earned
monun:ents after death.

rian. The very Christian belief in this
country is not unified. The Protestant
Christians and the Catholic Chris-
tians believe in the Trinity. We are
'f rinitarians. The Aglipayan Chris-
tians ale Unitarians. Their principle
is not "God the Father, the Son and
the HoIy Ghcst,t' as you and I believe.
The principle of tl're Aglipayans is the

"unidad de Dios y de Jesus." unity of
Goci in Jesus. It is Unitarian. So ycu a.re
going tc engage in a number of con-
troversial questions with no one r,vho

All Batteries Are Not

Aiike-Insist on the

Battery with the

Stripes

Western Equipment & Supply Co. i i

"ACLO' MANTLA BAcUro I I

Rizals Besidmms tn turtt0e
(Conti,nued, from page 9)

can umpire us.

BURGESS
WATTEWTWS

For More Light at

Less Cost, EquiP

Your Flashlight with

BURGESS BAT-
TERIES. They

Are Dated and
FRESH.

The Cabletow'

TRATERI{AL RELAIIOil$

REStJtilEl]

The following edict by the Most
Worshipful Grand Master of Massa-
ch'usetts resuming fraternal relations
u,ith our Grand Lodge, is self explana.
tcry:

THE MOST WORSHIPTUL GRAND
LODGE OF ANCIENT FREE AND
ACCEPTED MASONS OF THE COM-
MONWtrALTH OF MASSACHU-
SETTS

Masonic Temple
Boston

TO ALL THE FRATERNITY
WHEIiESOI'VER DiSPERSDD :

By vilture of authority vested in
ne, I heleby declare fraternal relati,cns
lesumed between the Grand Lodge of

zrssachusetts and the Grand
of the Philippine Islands, as of March
28, 1938. ,

Given at Boston this twenty-eighth
day of March, A. L., 5938, A. D., 1938.

(Ssd.) JOSEPI{ EARL PERRY
Grand Mastel

Fraternal Reviews
(Canti,nued, front. page 7l)

R. W. Rro. J. Twining Hartt, Grand
Secretary, was unable tc attend the
Annual Communication due to the
results of a severe accident. We sin-
cerely join in wishing him t'a speedy
recovery with as little suffering as

may be and a happy return to the
duties of his offlce."

In the new and revised list of Grand
Representatives inselted in the Pro-
ceedings under Leview, rve note that
the Philippine Islands, together with
the Gralrd Lodges of Cuba, Costa Ri-
ca, Pclto Rico and the National of
France have been omitted. We won-
der, why?

M. W. Bro. E. E. Elser represents
Lhe Grand Lodge of Nerv Brunswick
near oui Grand L.cdge,

We ought to ccmbat this bill because
it is contrar:y to the separation of the
Church and the State.

It is lepulsive to the spirit of real
religious freedorn. It is r:leat'ly cor,'
rr.rl! to the Constitution.
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TI{E (ABI-ETOW
SECC ION CASTE LLANA

]VIOTASEUTWS
ZNO E,SCARMNENTAN?

IVIAMOS como puebio una vida de suave

ensoiiaci6n; pero eI ruido que causara la
lucha sobre el proyecto de iey en relaci6n
con la enseflanza de la religi6n en las es-

cuelas priblicas nos despertari y nos aper-

cibiri de nuevo contra aquellos que ulna vez, en un

tiempo no lejano, atentaron aqui, como en otras partes,

contra l'a felicidad individual y nacional. l No escar-

mienian?
Tiernpos son estos de hondas pl'eocupaciones

para nuestro pueblo. [Y c6no no cuando ya se llega
a afirmar en e1 rnismo templo sagrado donde se pre-
paran nuestras leyes que la religion y el Estado
no pueden ir desligados en el terreno de las pr,Scti-
cas realizacionesf iY c6mo no cuando un pu'flado de

sus tiiulados representantes se atreven a prohijar
proyectos de ley preparados en conventos y obispa-
dos y por elementos que siempre han luchado contra
nuestros ideales de emancipaci6n politica e indivi-
dual? ;Y c6mo no cuando un grupo de los que pre-
tenden ser pequeflos caudillos en sus respectivas lo-
calidades se dejen guiar por insinuaciones,.halagos,
promesas y hasta por amenazas de aquellos que antes
ahogaban nuestras ansias de libertad, y ahora se pre-
sentan como nuevos redentores haciendo protestas
de velar por Ia moral del Estado, de esa moral con
}a que no pueden comulgar porque no se somete a
sr"r ideologia y conveniencias ? a Y com6 no cuando es
de pribiico conocimierito que la Iglesia pretende go-
benrar y controlar Ia conciencia de los hombres, y
todavia se le da una opcrtunidad para insinuarse en
el aima de nuestra juventudT ey c6mo no cuando
los tiempos presentes demandan mas cohesi6n, y se
permite que en beneficio de una secta religiosa cI

ABREMOS de commemorar el nacimiento
del Her'. Jose Rizal el <iia 19 del presente
mes recordai:do sus virtudes. El nos pre-
dic6 con el ejemplo,'asi como con sus es-
critos, y al recorclarle, como ahbra lo ha-

cemos, recordemos trozos de su propia vida para ejem-
plo de nuestros compatriotas.

Decia un mas6n que es nuestro deber crear, or-
ganizar, y no ser meros mandatarios afortunados

pueblo se divida? ;Y c6mo no cuando ahora necesi-
tamos menos fanatismos, menos intoierancia, menos

servidumbre dogmdtica, menos prejuicios, y se dan
faciliclacles a la Ig)esia para insuflar en nuestros ni-
flos,-ssog ciudadanos de maflana,-sus dogmas cort

su pesado lastre Ce preiuicios absurdos, fanatismos
e intolerancias?

Afirma un autt-lt', y con sobrada raz5n, que en

cuanto la reiigi6n se mezcia con las cosas terrenas
deja de ser rel;igi<)ru y se convierte en pol|ticcl.
Y este es el defecto capital de ia lglesia. Por meter-
se en coBas terrenas, convierte su religiSn en poli-
tica y a este teireno lleva el bagaje de todos sus fana-
tismos, de todas sus intemperancias, de todos sus
prejuicios. Y como la humanidad ha de vivir y de

marchar evolucionando y nunca en retroceso, la Igle-
sia se convierte asi en su enemiga.

Nuestro pueblo ya ha demostrado con hechos
que habian y arrastran con la elocuencia de su alto
heroismo y significado que repudia toda serviCum-
bre dogm6tica qtte anula la raz6n. Queremos ptlra
nuestra juventud honrbres preparados para ensefrarle
a mirar ei sol de la verdad frente a frente como los
Sguilas, segrin frase feiiz de uno. Y la Iglesia no
puede suministrarnos esos hombres porqlre nunca ha
de desperiar conciencias aietargadas por el opio del
fanatismo .

El Estad,o est6 inberesado en formar individua-
lidades orientadas se;ftn su propia moral. Y la Igle-
sia una vez mas se interpone en su camino. Tam-
bien se ha interpuesto en tiempos pasados que arin
no se han borrado de ia memovia de nuestro pueblo.

Y este ha sabido darle una lecci6n. i No le ha apro-
vechado o es que no escarmientaf

que nos elel'emcs por puro servilismo y contempori-
iaci6n. El caudilio, ai,adia, guia y arrastra y no sc

deja guiar ni arrastrar, Asi fue la vida del Her.
Jose Rizal. No se allan6 a ser tln mero rnandata-
rio afortunado que contemporiz.aYa coYL el servilismo.
Se elevS porqlle supo gttiar y arrastrar.

Miren nuestros hombres pfblicos en este espejo
y no se contenten con ser meros mandatarios afortuna-
clos, sino verdaderos cauclillos que guien y arrastren
al pueblo.

RnzAn, E,L cAUDILX.O
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Para el Ven. Hermuno F'AUSTINO AGUILAR, iustieia social no es nxas que uno d,e los aspectos d,el pri,n-
ci,pio de IGUALDAD que la masonerila sostiene.

g

Pas6bamos por lcs dinteles de la lo-
gia SOLIDARIDAD Y de Pronto escu-

chamos 1o siguiente:

-"Desde 
el advenimiento del r6gi-

men actual se ha estado voceando por

casi todos los que se hallan revestidos

de alguna autoridad Ia implantaci6n de

lo que ahora se ha dado en llamar
justicia social, cosa que ha sido bien

acogida por todcs los sectores del pue-

blo, y tengo Para mi que todos cuan-

tos estamcs aqui reunidos entienden lo

que estas palabras encierran en su real

significado'"
JUSTICIA iSOCIAL, he ahi dos Pa-

labras que encierran un mundo oe

ideas, y que mal comprendidas podrian

ser orlgen de muchos trasbornos.socia-

les.

Fue para nosotros un Placer adver-

tir que en la Iogia SOLIDARIDAD se

estaba Pronunciando urr discurso

sobre este imPortante tema, Y

por uno de los mas Ilamadcs a cono-

cerlo, porgue sus labcres profanas di-

cen intima relaci6n con I'cs principios

en que se desarrollar-nos referimos al

Yen. Hernrano Faustino Aguilar'
_..pays la ilustraci6n del ptblico

en general, se puede afirmar que mell-

tes-cumbres del pais han tratado de

este asuntc desde todos Ios puntos de

vista, de tal modo que cuanto pudi6ra-

mos decir aqui resultaria un p6lido re-

fiejo de lo que otros ya han dicho so-

bre esta materia. Pero como quiera

que et hecho de que lo haYan tratado
otros, no Puede signilicar que el

te.rna est6 ya completamente agotado, V
que no se pueda Ya decir algo mas

sobre tan candente cuesti6n, permitid-

me, hermanos, que os hable sobre este

mism,c asunto de acuerdo con mis pun-

tos de vistas '" - 
afladia el Ven. Her'

Aguilar, a modo de i,ntroito a su dis-

curso.
Nunca se enunci6 el PrinciPio de

jus\icia soci,al en t6rminos tan elaros

y explicitos en esta jurisdicci6n como

lo fue en nuestra Constituci6n filipina'
EI Estado cuidar6 de Promever la
justici,a social a fin dg aseg'urar el

bi"nestar y la estabilidLd econ6mica de

todo el pueblo, dice el articulo 5'

titulo II de nuestra Constituci6n'

-i,Cree 
usted que el PrinciPio de

justicia sccial es algo nuevo para no-

sotros?

-Nada tiene dd nuevo la enuncia-
ci6n dei principio de justticia soaial si,

se tiene en cuenta que desde mucho
antes, arin cuando 6ramos nifrcs, entre
muchas cosas que aprendimos, figura
un principio de moral, una regla de oro
que debe prevalecer y gobernar nues-
tras relaciones y trato con los dem6s,
y me refiero a aquella m6xima que
dice: "no hagas a otro lo que no quie-
ras qlre hagan contigo."

-Y 
..

-Y esta regla de oro, o golden rule,
como se dice en ingl6s, debe estar im-
presa en Ia mente de todos, pues, el
olvido de la misma, el dejar de prae-
ticar esta m6xima, ha hecho que las
sociedades pasen por una serie inter-

. minable de experlencias concatenadas
las unas con las otras y que en riltimo
t6rminc vienen a traducirse i a d:rr
en otra serie de males y calamidades
que no son pard descritas.

-iQue significado daria Vd. al prin-
cipio de justicia sbcial enunciado en Ia
Constituci6n filipina?

-Ya 
lo he dicho en mi discurso.

;,Cu6l es la base de la justicia social?

iNo es acaso el reconocimiento del de-
recho que a cada individuo le asiste de
vivir aqui y en cualquier parte de Fili-
pi;as amparado y protegido por las le-
yes de-la mancomunidad rriientras ajus-
te su modo de vivir a los c6nones esta-
blecidos por esas mismas leyes? eNo
es acasc el reconocimiento del der,echo
de cualquier individuo a Ser tratado
como quisi6ramos serlo en el caio de
ver que se conculcan nuestros derechos,
se detentan nuestras propiedades, o
se nos impide vivir honradamente de-
fraudSndonos-de tod,c o de parte del
jornal que nos corresponde por haberl,c
ganado a costa de nuestro sudor y de
nuestro trabajo?

-lCree Vd. que en eso estriba la apli-
caci6n del principio de justicia social
de que venimss hablando?

-Eso no es mas que pequefros bjem-
plos que en el terreno de las realiza-
ciones pr5cticas nos conduce el princi-
pic de justicia social, que, como Vd..
ver6, nada tiene de nuevo mas que en
la forma en que el mismo se ha enun-
ciado; quiero decir, que es la misma
imag:en engalanada con una nueva ves-
tidura y que, si al parecer, menos ma-
jestuosa y severa, es sin embarg,c tnas
llamativa y mas atraeti'ta, hasia el

extremo de verse ahora con mas fre-
cuen"cia flirteada y cortejada uor arluc-
IIos mismos que antafrc huian de olla
mas bien por el temor de verse cogi-
dos en sus redes que por ignorancil de
sus pnopios derechos.

-i,

-Todavia se notan sintomas de cier-
tos prejuicios en algunas capas sccia-
les que obstruyen la debida aplicacitln
de este principio; sin embargo, tengo
la ccmpleta seguridad de que con el
tiempo y la paciente labor de los lla-
mados a ponerlo en prdctica, se lo-
grarr4, disipar algunas asperezas que
letardan su completc deseuvolvimien-
to.

-e..............?
-Y 

qui6n sabe si el principio de
justicia social, una vez borradas estas
asperezas, ha de ser el instrumento de
aproximaci6n para esas dos fuerzas
que se acnsideran erroneamente anta-
g6nicas, cuanctrc en realidad solo consti-
tuyen los polos positivc y negativo que
al ponerse en ocntacto desarrollan Ia
energia nesesaria para inundar el mer-
cado con todo g'enero de productos

' industriales, y poner en movimien-
to el comercio que como arteria lle-
va en circulaci6n todo lo que actual-
mente constituye la vida y riqueza de
nuestro pueblo!

-i.....'........?
-Tengo 

para mi qte justici,a social
no es mas que uno de los aspectos del
principio de igualdad que sostenemos los
masones, Justicia social solo quiere de-

cir, a mi juicio, igual administraci6n
de justicia para todos los que
forman las diferentes capas de la so-
ciedad, sin que esto quiera decir que
antes de la enunciaci6n de este prln'
cipio no se administrara justicia a to-
dos por igual.

-e.... .....-.?
-Justicia social es inyectar la sabia

de la ciencia en todas las capas de la
sociedad, ya que sin ciencia no puede
haber justicia, y sin justicia no puede

haber igualdad.

-En 
la hora presente debemos todos

arrimar el hombro a la obra comrin pa-
ra que el imperio de la justicia social
arraigue de hecho en nuestro pais, no

solo porque simboliza un ideal, sino
tambi6n rlcrque encarna la realizaci5n
de ese mismo ideal.
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LAS

El mas preciado don del individuo
es la libertad de pensamiento. Sin ia
libertacl de pensar, tornariamos a los
siglos de barbarie y esclavitud. Reco-
noceriamos a algunos cuantos privile-
giad,cs con el poder de refinir para no-
sotros las verdades divinas y humanas
y renunciariamos a pensar por noso-
tros mismos.

La religion fu6 un tiempo la seflora
y maestra de la vida; pelo ha queriio
explotar la ignorancia y la esclavitud
de las conciencias por esc ha perdido
su poder, La ilustraci6n de las rr:.:l-

sas, el progreso de las ciencias y las
revelaciones de la industria procedieron
a pasos r6pidos cuando la conciencia
de la humanidad arrincon6 Ia influen-
cia secular de Ia lglesia.

Los que quieren introducir la ense-
franza religiosa en las escuelas pribli-
ca.s quieren resucltar el pasado; un pa-
sado lleno de ign,cminias y horrores.
Grandes inteligencias fueron saerifica-
das por causa de heregias; y los ho-
rrores de la Inquisici6n, las torturas,
prisi,cnes y muertes de hombres y mu-
jeres que se rebelaban por falta de li-
J;ertad han sacudido a la humanidad
hasta el punto de derrccar el Allar y
sn c6mplice, el Tr,cno, para disfrurar
Ios festines de la libertail.

En nuestro pais, la alianza entre el
Tr,cno y el Altar no produjo menos
daflos y persecucionesl de manera que
hubo necesidad de que Rizal y otros
victimas fueron sacrificados. ;Olvida-
clar6 este pueblo con facilidad los agra-
vios que ha recibido por causa de ia
aTianza entre el Altar y el Trouo?

Vino la era de las constituciones pa-
ra restringir la irresponsabilidad de
los poderes omnimodos de los reyes y

lil0tPE]{[EltT Slr0E S[0P
114 Echague, Manila

T. G. I-ItrNDERSON, ProPri.ator

Only the best American Leathcr
ar-rd materials used.

AI,L WORK GUARAN-
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shoes for gills, boys and men
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A FIT GUARANTEED

shoes.
carlied in stock.

Tel.2-21-77 P.O. Box 2641

SOBRE I,A PT.IANCHA DE TRAZAR
ESCUELAS

Por

saceldotes, y cclocar en su lugar el de-
rech.c sagrado del pueblo y de las
asambleas. Decret6se la separaci6n de
la Iglesia ], del Estodo para estable-
cer la supremacia del poder civil y
gornete:: a las iglesias a un r6gimen de
igualdad.

Las eseuelas laicas nacieron desde
ese mornento para ser liberadas de las
influencias religiosas, ;A qu6 vie-

Yen. ller. Gregorio S. Sastelo

Venerable A oenerctdo
en su logia es este Het m.ano
pues, fuera A dentro del taller
de todos se hace querer,
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LAICAS
nen todos esos gritos de alarma de
que ics escuelas l6icas son "escuelari
sin Dios" y sorr centros de pcdredum'
lile y corrupci6n sociales?

No haya miedo de que las escuelas
ia.icas no enseflen la reiigion. No es de
su incumbencia enseflarla y no la de-
be enseflar. La religi5n es un factor
de ditisi6n en las relaciones humanas y
Ias escuelas p(rblicas no deben enfati-
zat las causas de divisi6n sino lo que
puede unir a los hombres.

Las escuelas l6icas son el producto
de la libertad del pensamiento y de la
separaci6n de la Iglesia y del Estado.
No reneguemos de los dones de la
libertad. La famosa contenci6n de que
Ias escuelas ]aicas son '(escuelas sitr
Dios" es de la mas caprichosa. Las
escueJas laicas no van contra ninguna
religion y fomentan, por esc, la tole-
rancia y la uni6n.

Dios est5, en todas partes. Est6 en
Ias eiscuelas laicas como en las escuelas
religiosas; alli, donde se reune un gru-
po de hombres de buena voluntad, dis-
puesto a obrar el bien y evitar el
mal.

Las cscuelas laicas enseflan la mora-
lidred, y no se puede decir que la mora-
Iidad que enseflan es distinta de la que
enseflan las religiones. Pero mientras
las escueias religiosas no pueden ense-
flar ia tolerancia, las escuelas laicas J:r,

enseflan pricticamente, por el mismo
heeho de que evitan enseflar la religiitr
quc es origen de la intolerancia y del
fanatiEmo..

u da-"'-,f*

' il,'tr*'r, ^i'',i,:;iili,lt,#,IT TIE SIUSS [ITKilAil
broughtyouthe uilk straight fli

I 
lron the source, it cculd

I not be purer and nore
,', wholesone thau
41 
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lDiseurso prorLunciadl por el Hor.. Benigno s, Aquix,o et 26 tte abrit cte rgzg, en ra Asambrea Nacionar ar disctttit"se en ra mi.s-mo el proyecto de ley No. BB0? sobre ensellanza religi,osa.)

la lglesia y

SR. AQUINO. Sefrcr Presidente y
disting'uidos miembros de 6sta Asam-
ble*: dos dias hace que utl caiarlo per'-
tinas me retuvo en cama y me priv6
de la satisfacci6n de estar pr:esente en
la sesion de ayer. Para mis informa-
ciones he tenido que guiarme de 1o que
dice la prensc y a j:uzgat: por el tono
c:rccmi6stico de los r.elatos, Ios discur-
sos (1r.1€ sc 1['onuncialon pusier,cn a gran
altula a los oradores y a 6ste Cuerpo
Augusto a que humildemente pertenezco.
La descripci6n periodistica dice que los
discursos fueron elocuentes, de tonos
muy eievad'cs, geni::Ies y muy ilustrati-
yos. Lo cp:e yo siento, Sr. Pr:esidente,
es no poCer seguir a los oradores de

Ayer en e1 curso de su oratoria. Me
pl'olr.cngo hablar eseuetamente, clata-
mente sobre 6ste asunto que yo consi-
dero de vital importancia. No es mi
pretensirin sacudir la atenci6n de 6sta
Asambiea ni sacl:dir Ia atenci6n de 6s-
tc auditolio con una torrente de ver-
b6rea, iguai al soniC,c estrepitoso de las
aguas del Ni6gara aI precipitarse en
sus cascadas, pa!:a tan solo reposar y
confundirse tranquiiamente despu6s con
las pl5cidas aguas del l,ago Ontari,o,
Dle propongo habiar de una manera
clara, liana, ocrr expresi6n veridica,
porque las circunstancias asi lo de-
mandan y porque el asunto que tene.
mos delante no puedc ser tlatado de
otro modo.

Ocmienzo, Sr. Presidente, por con-
fesar a tista Asanrhlea una desiiusion,
Nunca en mi r.ida parlamentaria he
estado confrontedo con ul1a situaci6n
ccmo 6sta en qlie, pcr la filerza de las
circunstancias, tengo que hablar sobre
un bill cad6r'er, y io es, porque ape-
nas iniciadas las discusioncsi el intel!-
gente lider pl.o, no de partido, sin,c por
lo que concierne a la cuesti6n que es-
tamos discutiendo y p,orque el1 cuanto
a 6sta cuesti6n, acabo de convertirme
en anti, pidi6 la inserci6n en los re_
cords de una enmienda por sustituci6n
apr,cbada por los mismos autores del
prcyecto de 16y nritnero BB0T. No sola_
mente se 1ey6 dicha'enmienda, no sola-
mente se pidi6 que se distrihuyeran
ocpias de la misma a los miemlrros de'
6sta Asamblea, sino que se pregrlrr:6
al mismo ponente que se supone, elr
este cas,c, el mejor versado sobre la
materia, si aceptaba la enmionde leida
como una enmienda por sustiiuci,',n al
bill que estamos discutiendo, .r, el tlig-
nisimo ponente contest6 de un modo
afirrnalivo. Pcr ta_pto, Sr. presidente,

muy a ia vista, estamos viendo el cur-
so de ios futuros acontecimientcs y
que, a pesar de nuestro ardorosc de-
seo de.Ilegar cuanto antes a la discu-
sion dcl verdader.o bill que se Drescn-
tarri m6s tarde, tenemos que constre-
iiirnos ahora forzosamente a drscutir
ei proyecto que ncs ponen deiante,
proyecto ya repudiado por tod,cs, por
nosotros porque siempre lo hemos com-
batido; por los autores por haber{o Va
sustituido, y por eI comite por ha.ber
aceptado la sustituci6n por boc:r del
ponente. Pero ya que nos llevan y
ncs empujan a 6ste extremo, eontinua.
remos discutiendo ei proyecto el la
folma como est6, propuesto a la consi-
deraci6n de 6sta Asamblea.

Nuestra t6sis o nuestras t6sis, van
a ser las siguientes: cualquier pro-
yecto de ley scbre enseflanza religiosa
6 seria anticonstitucional 6 soria su-
p6rflua. Segunda t6sis: el proyecto
de ley tal como est6 ahora redactadc y
concebido por sus autores, signlfit:a
senciilamente ia mayor repudiaci6n de
ia obra libertaria y reinvindicatoria de
nuestras dos revoluciones,

La Legislatura Fiiipina, Sr. Presi-
dente, no tiene facdltades de dictar 6
promulgar una ley cuyos conceptos Ci-
fieren de I'cs contenidos en el cuerpo
legal incorporado a la Constituci,jn.
;Cual es ese cuerpo .legal? Ese es el
Articulo 928 del C6digo Administrativo.
Dicho-artieulo se lee como sigue:

..ART. 928._DISPOSICION SO.
RRE LA INSTRUCCION RELI.
GIOLSA POR EL SACERDOTE O
MiNISTRO LOCAL.-Ser6 Jegal,
sir, embargo, para el sacerdote 6
ministro de cualquier iglesia en el
ruebln donde haya situada una es-
cuela pirblica, ya en persona 6 por
un profes,cr de religi6n, ensefrar re-
iigi6n durante media hora, tr6s ve-
ces por semana, en el edificio de Ia
esultela, s aquell,cs alumnos de la es-
cuela priblica cuyos padres 6 tutores

lo deseen y expresen su deseo para
ello por escritc presentado al maes-
tro jefe de la escuela, el que lo en-
viard a\ superintendenie de la divi
si6n, quien fijar6 horas y local pa-
ra dicha ensefi,anza. Pero ningrin
maestlo de escuela pfblica dirigird
ejercicios reiigiosos 6 ensefi.ar6 re-
ligi6n 6 actuarS com,c profesor tle
religi6n en el edificio escuela, en
virtud de la anterior autorizaci6n,
y ningfin alumno ser6 obligado por
cualquier maestro de escuela pfblica

a asistir y recibir la instlucci6n re-

", 
ligiosa permitida por la presente, Si
la oportunidad asi dada para ense-
gar religi6n fuese utilizada por el
saberdote, ministro 6 profes,cr r:eli-
gioso, para el objeto de propagar
deslealtad a l.cs Estados Unidos, 6
impedir la asistencia de alumnos a
tal escuela pfblica, 6 crear distur-
bios del orden piiblico, 6 inter*renir
en la disciplina de la escuela, el su-
perintenclente de divisi6n, sujeto a
la aprobaci6n del Director de Edu-
caci6n puede, despu6s de la debida
irtvestigaeii;n y audieneia, prohibir aI
sacerdote, rninistro 6 profesor reli-
gioso culpabie, la entrada en 1o su-
cesivo en eI edificio de la escuela
pfbIica."
Decimos qrr.e la Legislatura Filipi-

na no tiet-re facultades de dictar 6 pro-
mulgal una ley cuy.cs corlceptos difie-
ran de los conienidos en 6ste cuerpo
legal, porque ello equivaidria a enmt n-
Car la Constitucii,n rnisma. y el pre-
cepto c,cnstitucional qrtl ri"qe la nrareria
est5 contenida etr r:l Artieulo E, Tttulo
XIII de nuestra Constituci6n, cuya
parte periinente dice lo siguiente:

t'x x x La instrucci6n religiosa
opcional seri mantenlda en las es-
cuelas pfiblicas tal como ahora se
autori.za. po'r leA.t'

Este precepto de Ia Constituci6n qtre
ocnstituye la fnica excepci6n a la pr.o-
iribici6n general contenida en el pd,rra-
fo 3, del Artfculo XIII, del Titulo 6,
no solamente es de car5cter preceptivo
sino que es absolutamente mandato-
rio. Iil precepto constitucional que ril-
timarnente aludimos diee taxativamcn-
te 1o siguien'te:

"Ningfn caudal 6 propiedad pri-
blica se destinar6, aplicar{ 6 usar6,
directa 6 indirectamente, para us.c,
beneficio 6 sostcnimiento de alguna
secta, iglesia, confesi6n religiosa,
instituci6n sectar.ia 6 sistema de
reiigi6n, ni para uso, beneficio 6
sostenimientc de algun sacerdctc,
predicador, pinistro d otro maelitro
de religi6n 6 dignatar.io eclesiasticc,
como tales excepto cuando dicho sa-
cerdote, ministro, preCicador 6 dig-

natario estuvieren destinados a las
fuerzas, arrnadas 6 a alguna insti-
tuci6n penal, orfelinato 5 leprosa-
rio.r,
Este precepto tiene qile ser asi por-

que es consagratcrio rle otro precepto
constitucional contenido en el inciso
(Cantirutacion en lu Ttagina 17)
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7 del Articulo I, del Titulo III de

nuestra Constituci6n que dice !o 8r-

guiente:

"No se diclari ley alguna relati
va al establecimiento de una reli-
gi6n, 6 que prohiba su Iibre ejerci-
cio. Se permitirSn en todo tiernPo

la libre profesi6n y pr6ctica de cre-
dos y cultos religiosos, sin distincio-
nes ni preferencias, No se tendr6
en cuenta la filiaci6n religiosa pa-

ra el ejercicio de los derechos civi-
les 6 politicos."

Y 6ste riltimo precepto constitucional es

la que consagra de un rnodo definiti-
vo el principio indiscutible de absoluta
separaci6n entre la Iglesia y eI Esta-
do.

Pero ahora, venimos con t1n Proyec-
to que, examinadas sus disposiciones y
no obstante Ia trabilidad que se eln-
ple6 en su redacci6n, trasluce sus ver*
daderos pt'oposrtos que consisLen cn

ocnvertir ]a ensefr.anza reiigiosa opcio-

nal en obligritoria, denuncitrdos pol un
cfmulo de disposiciones bien entrelaza-
dos y donosamente urdidos. iseilcr Pre-

sidente, si examinaramos Ia genesis de

todos Ios proyectos aqui presentados,
veriam,cs-y sobre 6ste pal'ticular tie- 

I

nen que perdonalme los mismos auto-
res-verianios, repitc, que con las su-

cesivas enmiendas plesentadas aI pro-
yecto de ley original p,cr sus propios
progenitcres, se demuestra palpable-

mente que ellos mismos no est6n eom-
pletarnenle convencidos de ia bondad

de Ia medida que tratan de promuigar'

"LIay vaciiaci6n de prop6sitos; hay se-

rias dudas, hay el temor de que ios

proyectos presentados no se ajusten a
las disposiciones constitucionales, No
voy a discutir Ia riltinia cnmicnda pt'c-

sentada, no podria discutirla, p'ol'que

parlamentariamente no est6 ante no-

sotros. Pero a juzgar Por trc que he

leido, yo digo, que la iiltima prop'csi-

ci6n tiende unicamente a demarcar
una pauta para el superintendente de

escuelas sobre la forma como tiene
que hacer cumplir el Articulo 928 del

C6digo Administrativo. Si 6ste es cl

caso, Seiicr ?residente, Yo diria que

este es un pruyecto superfluor. porqlle

convierte nuestra legislaci6n eii" mera-
rnente casuistica. La legislaci6n 6que
debe ser: definitoria de principios y
prop6sitos invaiie hasta el campo eje-

cuiivo, aI prescrihir 1a forma ccrno tie-
nen que llevarse a ejecuci6n las le1'es

que se aP,:ueban, Y lc Peor arin, Por-
que significa, una acerba censura con-
tra la eficiencia de la administraci6n
1l'esente cuando iltenos en cuanto se

[.ra Separac r"Trr?.*_ISS ]:*,IF,kBt. v el Estado

refiere a la instrucci6n priblica, des-

pu6s de que r6sta Asamblea, en scsio-
nes pasadas, hayd aprobado una reso-
luci6n encomiSstica a Ia labor de la
presenbc adrninistraci6n, Invade tam-
bi6n premogativas del ejecutivo, por-
que trata sobre problemas inapropia-
cios, de calicter puranrente adminis-
tlativos, y rebaja el patron de :.ues-
tras leyes a meras circuiares depalta-
mentales. Yo evitaria pa.ra mi pais,
Sefior Presidente, el que n':escra legis-
laci6rr se convierta en legislaciirn ca-
suistica,. porque eilo seria la peor labor
a que esta .A,samblea poclria errtregar-
se.

En el presente proyecto de I6y hay
que buscar rn6s pxofundamente, Ieer
lo que no est6 escrito claramente.
Urgir en io que hay incrustado en el
icndo de sus apalenres inofensivas dis-
posicionesr Seflor Presidente, nuestra
oposici6n al.proyecto es rigida,-porque
su aplobaci6n abriria una br'echa por'
donde se filtrarii una nociva influen-
cia que demoler6 m6s tarde principios
consagrados en nuestra propia (-lonsti
tuci6n. Es el plimer paso que se da
para derribar <iespu6s con hacirazos el
plincipio constitucional de separaci6n
absoiuta entre .la Iglesia y el Estado.
Acabamos de salir, Sefror Presidente,
de una legislaci6n sobre sufragio feme-
nino, y estamos entrando ahora en
otra dc car'6cter religioso que dar6, por
resultado la cimentaci6n y fortifier-
ci6n de la influencia religiosa en el
futuro.

Seflor Presidente: tengo que tocar
con gran. sentimiento 6sta cuesti6n st -

bre la separaci6n entre la Iglesia y el
Estario, porque tengo para mi que la
estabilidad de la democracia filipina de-
pende precisamente del absoluto divor-
cio de las iglesias de cualquiera clase
del listado Civil. Y la importancia
para la democracia y la deiicadeza de

la cuesti6n que tenemos delante tne
obliga a retrotraer Ia vista h5.cia utr
lejano pasado cuando el gran Empcra-
dor Constantino al sustituir el sacer-
docio pagano de Roma por la preten-
dida Iglesia Nacional Cristian-r di6 al
traste con aquellas sacratisimas paia-
bras de Jesus " Mi reinadc no es de

6sta tierra." Aquel cambio debi6 ser
humano y no divino porque a ivzgar
p,cr los hechos que se desarrollaron
m6s tarde la nueva medida no trajo
mds que consecuencias perniciosas para
la humanidad. El derecho divino Ce

los reyes que, . como principio doc-

trinario, ha1l6 su origen en Ia medida
implantada por Constantino proCujo

l
aquella '(Santa .lrlianzat' de la 6poca
posterior a Napole6n que sig:rificeba
una serie de naciones con la Iglesia Y
el Estatlo unidos a fin de atianzat en
el mundo ia soberania de l,cs reyes p.r
derecho divino. Gracias a la tenaci-
dad reformista de los Luteranos, a los
esfuerzos de John Locke y a Ia doc-
trina basada en la absoluta separa-
ci6n entre la Iglesia y el Fstado adop-
tada como la primera enmienda a la
Constituci6n Norte Americana en 1791,
aquella "Santa Alianza" encontr6 su
m5s temible opositors, en la alirrrrza de
tcdos los Gobiernos Democr6ticos en
defensa propia.

L& rl[cY& doctrina basada en la se-

paraci6n entre Ia Iglesia y el Estado
proporcion6 al mundo un refugio seguro

contla las persecusiones de las IgIe'
sias-Estadcs y trajo la mayor quietud
cuando todos los amantes de la Paz
siniieron en sus pechos las palpilacio-
nes de la bendici6n divina basada en

el principio de libertad de conciencia.

Nuestra historia patria estri plagada

d.e sucesos que demuestran cuan perni-

cioso es para un Pais Ia uni6n 6 la
influencia de la Iglesia sobre el EstLt-

do. En el aflo 1603 el Arzobispadc de

Filipinas y el Clero fueron los incil;a-

rlores de la matanza de veintitr6s mil
chinos, alegando que habian descubierto

un complot de rebeli6n. Exactamente
1o ntismo que en 1896 adujo el Padle
Gii, de la Olden de Agustinos, Para
oblidar al Gobiern'c a cometer las atro-
cidatles que fueron causa de la suble-

vaci6n del Katipunan. La interven-
ci6n del Clero en la politica fu6 Ia que

di6 lugar a la cleportaci6n ilegal y cn

eadenas del Gobernador Salcedo, asi

como tarnbi6n el asesinalo ds] Llober-

nador -Btrstamente. Tambien a conse-

cuencia de la intervenci6n-del Clero en

la politica del pais fu6 lsesinado Die-
go Sil*r-,g, y traiclorani6nte'depcrtado el

Hijo de Calamba el aflo 1892.

La intervenci6n del Clero en ia po-

lftica nacionai ya ira sido condentrda

por aquel puflado de iaborantes cn ia
6poca hispana. En un discurso de

Graciano Lcpez Jaena, en e} aiio 1C88

rccordando Io que Don FeliPe, reY de

Castilla, Alagon, Jerusalem, Portugal,
Navarra y las Indias, dijera err carta
al reverendo Padre General de la Or-
den de Sto, Domingo: t tY Para . la
mis .mininra carlsa los frailes haccn

azotat y ma.ndan cortar trcs pelos a los
jefes indios y a sus mujeres. Esto ha

sido causa de que alii se crea un grsn
(Continuacion en la Paginu, 18)
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resentimiento entre los indios al cual
podr{ atribuirse ia insurrecci6n a que
se han declarado, exclamar6 lo si_
guiente: Ah, sefrores! asi pagan esos
frailes; asi pagan esas comun.itl:trles
religiosas: Con atropell.os, carceies y
calumnias, e\ yez de mansedumbre y
humildad; con fanatismo, supcrsticio-
rrcs 6 ignorancia, en vez de instrucci6n,
evangelio y eivilizaci6n; acn prostitu-
ci6n de costumbres, con prostituci6n de
la m6s bella.mitad de la humanidad; de
6qta suerte pagan y solventan su deu-
da de gratitud a la magnifica y bri-
llante hospitalidad que se les presta en
aquellas hermosas islas del refugio y
carid.ad. Desap.;Lrezca de ellas la pre-
pcnderancia seiorial y feudal del frai-
le; que la democracia, el derecho y la
libertad ios que formen la vid.a de
aquellos pobrss; desterrad de ellas el
fraile, y aquellas pintorescas islas se-
ran el cielo, eI paraisc de la humanidad
en la tierra.', '

Por una de las medidas sanitarias
que se traiaron de imp.iuntar €n .b rhpi-
n;is en tierlpo de la administlacion del
Sr. Quiroga ljallesteros proscriDiendo la
costurrrrrr'e de l.levar aI templo ios ca-
dzLver'es y prohibiend,c que en el te-
cinto de las iglesias se lleven a c,abo
los funerales de cuerpo presente, se le-
r'ant6 una ola de oposici5u por parte
de ia frailocracia. .!.j1 O-Lelo entonees
n'r ha visto otra cosa en ia medida
m6s que la preterici6u probable de sus
fuuciones y el consigurente rnenoscabo
de los emolumeltos palr.cquiaies.' No
pod.ian ver los sanos motivos fundadcs
en la salubridad prioiica; no querian
considelar que la teruper'a,tura i;ropical
acelera rn6s que en ,ctr.os paises Ia des-
composici6n del cadaver., y ias mismas
que deja en el recirrto dc los templos

d,cnde es frecuente la reuni6n de mu-
cha gente suele ser origen oculto de
enfcrmedades piblicas. Sobreponerse
aI r'egirnen civil existente por medio de
predicaciones desde ta catedra del Es-
piritu Santo, c,cnvertida en tribuna de-
magogica; combatir la rnedida y provc-
car al pueblo a ia inobservancia de las
disposiciones sanitarias, fu6 Ia obra
clerical. Jos6 Rizal, el heroe de Ia ra-
za, habl6 entonees y del rnodo siguiel-
te: "Urge emancipar de la tutel.t frai-
locr6tica a los poderes piiblic,cs, que
solc asi podrian elaborar un porvenir:
glandicso para ln integridad nncional.,,

"lQue deben ser respetados }cs con-
v-entos y las iglesias? Somos los pri-
meros en respetarios. Pcro que los
frailes se concreten al ser y .stado que
les impone su instituto de pitz y pe-

nitencia; que rezen y lloren al pie de
los altar-es y no intervengan ni fomen-
ten las luchas de la vida profana. Que
sean fieles a sus votos, pues de otra
manera llevan ai mundo la perturba-
ciOn; y no es bueno poner diques al
desenvolvimiento de ia ley providen-
cial." Y al final de su articulo, Rizal
termin6 del modo siguiente: ,,Hay
mucha desmolalizaci6n en Filipinas,
l,cs caeareados ministros de Dios y pr-o-
pagadores de ia luz no han ."*trudo,
ni siembran ia moral cristir.rna; no
han dado religi6n sino ritos y supersti-
ciones. El pueblo que creen llarnar
niito ha tenido malos preceptores y ha
aprendido malos ejemplos: Tal maes-
tro tal discipulo. Tienen tambi6n la
culpa el Gobierno que lo permite por
debilidad, el puebl,c que se prest4 por
ignorancia, y los buer:os que se crv?,an
de brazos por egoismo y se envuelven
en desesperado silenci.c.t,

La separaei6n entre la Iglesia y eD

Estado ha constituido siempre la ma-
yor preocupacion de nuestros laboran-
ies. Quizas no hubieramos tenido rios
ue sangre en nuestros campos de bata-
lla si en Filipinas se hubiese practica-
do un sistema diferente. Nuestros pen-
sadores de la era pre-revolucionaria no
eran Separatistas, eran Eefcrmistas.
Toda Ia idea capitai de su labor con-
sistia en manumitir al Esiado de los
tentaculos de la lglesia. Y el pensa-
miento de aqilellos hijos ilustres de I'i
lipinas quedaba claramente expuesto
en ei elocuente discurso que Tomis G.
del Rosario pronunciara durante La

discusi6n de la Cotnstituci6n de Ia Re-
publica Filipina adoptada en Malolos.
Tomds G. del Rosari,o, se expres6 del
modo siguiente: .'La dignidad del CIe-
ro quedalia empequeflecida si se trata-
ra de atarlo en la parte trasera del
carrc del Estado. Tambi6n em-
paflaria el lustre de la Iglesia Catoli-
ca Apostolica Romana, la cual desde su
fundaci6n por Jesucristo no debi6 ha-
ber solicitad.c la protecci6n m6s infi-
ma-"

"En los Estados Unidos, alli don-
de por espacici de m6s de un siglo ha
prevalecido la libertad de cultos, es
d,onde la religi6n catoiica florece con
mds resplandor,"

toNo ser6 yo quien impugne las ex-
celencias de la religi6n Catolica Aposto-
lir:a Romana; pu6s que es la que yo
p::aetico; pero si, scstendr( siempre el
principio de que el Estado uo debe
sostener credo alguno y que !e religii;n
no debe nunca depender del Estado.
I)ebe existir una separaci6n crrmitleta

entre el uno y la otra; pu6s de lo
coltr"ario, tendriamos un llstado den-
tro de otlo, Ia cuai repugna al sentir
de.y Ia civiiizacion rnoder.na.,'

Yo quisiera parafrasear al gra.u
Torn4s G. del Rcsar'io dicicndo que yo
lo vergo a impugnar Ias excelencias
de ninguns religiun 6 dc ninguna Igle-
sia, porque yo no quisiera ni puecl,c
confudir los conceptos entre ministe-
rio y ministro, entre Iglesia y sacerdo-
te; pelo quisier.a ser bten cornDr.e.r.irdo
cuando digo que no podr.ia permitir
eon la sanci6n de mi voto cornc repre-
sentante de mi puebio, que aquel .,8a,
lete" descuajado por el vendaval revo-
lucionalio tenga de nuevo la oportuni-
Cad de rretoflar. Peruitir que otra
vez ctezca, se desarrolle y se enrosque
en el aroul de la democracia que ccr-
bamos de piantar, selia lepudiur toda
ia obra libertaria y re-invidicatoria de
de nuestras dos revoluciones, seria em-
pujar a este pais al m5s negro destilo
que para ningir'p otro pitis seria de
desear.

;Cual seria e1 efecto de Ia ensefranza
de diversas religiones brjo los aus-
picios de una sola escuela?

La enseflanza eonjunta de varias re-
ligiones, teniendo en cuent:l que por
naturaleza la religi6n es exclusivista
solo ploduciria recelos, enemistades y
disensiones" Porclue la enseflanza de la
religi6n nc es la enseiauza de la tro-
ral. La religion es la adoraci6n a
Dios segrin los diferentes modos y doc-
trinas de iada secta. La moral es la
priictica de] bien y li regulaci6n tle lr.r
buena conducta. La mcral pued.: su-
poner la necesidad de reconocer a un
Dics, como supremo regulador, pero
no Ia enseflanza de las diferentes doc-
trinas y dogmas de cada secta que
ello ya es r.eligi6n" La religi6n predi-
c6 y f,crnenta ia intoleranci,a y cnseiil
a odiar a los que no comulguen con
sus ideas. Divide a los hombres. La
moral es tcdo 1o contrario: p_or lo mis-
mo que es de car6cter universal, no
reconoce distinciones 6 instituye la fra-
ternidad.

Los principios de buena ocnducta,
de patriotismo, de respeto a ios pa-
dres, de amor .a la far:rilia, de lrcrrrlr.-

dez, deben inculcarse en nuestra ju-
ventud; pu6s son el fundamento de
una sociedad civil. Pero esos prinei-
pios n,c deben confuudirse con los prin-
cipios religiosos que son de orderi teo-
logico, y 1a teologfa nc es una regla ra-
cional para la conducta, p0tque es irn-
pusici6n de ia f6 que es ciega y reciaria.

(Continuac[on en la paginu tg)
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La Separacion Entre La Iglesia y el Estado

((icntinuacion de la pagtna 18)

Si se lamentan tie algrin modo las
costumbres disolutas de los j,cvenes de

hoy, sobre todo ios que asisten a las
Escuelss Priblicas, nc es cieltamente
pol su ignorancia de Ia religi6n por-
que las r:eligiones no han dejado de
existir y viven ahora mis lrujantes que
antes. Es debido a la ignoraneia de Ia
historia sobre todo Ia historil lacional
que debe sel el reflejo del car6cter nc-
ble y elevado de nuestra naci..<n. En-
seflad a nuestr.cs niflos m6s historia,
historia sana de nobles ejemplos y r.1-

tas viltudes, de patliotismo, de urba-
nidad, de buenas ccstumbres; peto

sobre todo ello sacar ejempios plopios
de la raza y surgir6 utla juventud
honr:.rda, digna, patrr.ctica. .En cuant':r

cn su crcencia en Dios, dejad que ca-

da cual lo adore como su religi6n par-

ticular Ie dicte. No nos inmiscuyam'cs

en la conviccion religiosa de cadu

cual. Sepalad a la religi6n cle los

deberes y atribuciones que se deben al
Dstado si queremos tener un Estads
que viva pacificamente sin las turbu-
leneias que ocasiona el sectarismo.

"Dad a Dios Io que es de Dios Y al
Cesar Ic que es del Cegal."

Tomemos por ejemplo Ia enseflanza

ohUgatoria de la religi6n Catolica Apos-
tclica Romana en nuestras escuelas y
veremos el triste espectaculo de ulr
Estado que permite la contravetrci6n
de sus propios principios en los edi
fi.eios que tiene destinados para el cul-
tivo del saber. A menos que el Esta-
d,c este dispuesto a recorlocer Ia auto-
ridad de otro Estado dentro de si
mism,c seria muy dificil para no decir
imposible que permita ia supremacia
de Ia religi6n Catolica Apostolica Ro-
mana en sus propias escuelas. El Ca-
tolico Ap,cstolico Romano reconoce
como jefe infalible y supremo al Pa-
pa. Para su lglesia lo que el P'-:pa

dicta es mucho m6s sagrado que cual-
quiera cleclaraci6n de un jefe de Esta-

do. La subordinaci6n a la Iglesia es

m5s grande que la subordinaci6n al
trlstado. Cuando un Catolico quede en-

frentado entre su lealtad a la Iglesia y
su lealtad al Estado, su lealtad a la
Iglesia y al Papa es siempre Io prime-
r'c. Pero el Estado no puede aceptar
de sus subditos una lealtad a medias I

y el primer deber del ciudadano, ocmo

es el primer derecho del Estado, es exi-
gir de sus subditos una completa leai-
tad.

N,c queremog por suPuesto ser mal
comprendrdos en el senttdo de que abo-

Iamos por las eseuelas silr Dios. Pe-

ro nosotros comprendemos que una
ensefi.anza de la moral implica el re-
nocimiento de un Dios. El reconoci-
miento de la existencia de un Dios no

tlene que sel necesaf iamente mediante
Ia enseflanza de la religid,n. Porque Ia
enseianza de Ia religi6n no solamen-
te signilica 'el reconocimiento de la
existencia de un Dios, sino conformi-
dad absolut'a c,cn ias doctrinas, princi-

1rios, reglas y ordenes de la iglesia co-
rrespondiente. Y todo nuestro pensa-

miento tiende a desvincular al ciudada-
no de ninguna otva obligaci6n superior
a la que tiene al Estado. Y como muy
bien asi lo ha expresado el Presidente
de Filipinas en cierta ocasi6n t'No nos

metemos ccn la Iglesia y gue la Igle-
sia tampoco se meta con nosotros."

Nos oponemos al proYecto de leY

porque no queremos ceder en 6sta cues-

cion ni siquic,lr un 6pice a favor de

las Iglesias fuera de lo ya reconocido'

Es historia conocida el que las lglesias
siempre han empezado con pocas pre-
tt:nSiones. Pero como se componen de

individuos ostigados por la ambici6n y
por la rivalidad, prcducto de Ia into-
lerancia, acaban siempre por dominar
y ejercer una tutela gradualmente ab-

sorbente. Empieza predicando humil-
dad y pobreza pat:a telminar con arro-
gancia y riqueza. Si queremos ver

una naci6n fuelte con una comunidad
unida y con una ciudadania liore no
pelmitam,cs ni .tes debemos dar la m5s
insrgnificante oportunidad a los titu-
lados ministr.cs de cualquiera religi6n
por creerse representantes de Dios en
la tielra, se ccnsideren mds soberanos
que la misma autoridad civil, que los'
sufragios populares consagralan en los
comicios por su liberrima voluntad. Y es
precio a toda costa mantener en nuestros
ciudadanos la Iibertad del pensamientc y
la libertad de conciencia. Los odios
religiosos degradan al hombre hasta
ecnyertille en el ser m6s abyecto. Y
las tragedias m6s lepugnantes que la
historia de la humanidad registra en
sus pdginas han tenido por causa oca-
sional las rivalidades religiosas. ,:.Por--
que obligar en nuestlas escuelas Ia en-
seianza de doctrinas contradictorias
que solo pueden producir ciudadanos
distdnciados y recelosos los unos de los
ctros en v6z de considerarse her-
manos? Parafraseando a Rizal pre-
guntaria: Hay acaso algo mds her-
moso, m6,s sublime que la Libertad,
la lgualdad y la Fraternidad entre
todos los hcmbres? ;No observamos pclr
ventura como todas las leyes de la
creaci6n 6 inclusive los seres infericres
que solo se guian por su prpoic instin-
to nos hablan constantemente dc ar-
"nonia, de gratitud y de fraterniJad I

Las aves en su vuelo raudal aI hendir
los espacios ilimitadcs, solo se limitan
alla a'rriba a observarse pero nune;I a
destrozarse, y cansados vuelven a sus
nidales para g)zat de descanso. I-as
bestias m6s feroces de nuestras seivas
despu6s de dedicarse a sus cazas flvc-
ritas vuelven a sus madrigueras 6 ta-
vernas y siempre evitan aniquilnlse.
En el reino vegetal las plantas y to-
dos los arboles elevan sus majestu,csas
copas al sol y susurran al c6firo su
canto de gracias por la hiz rlue les
envia, que las da vida, y les viste de

colores. Pero el homhre, ese ser su-
premo titulado el r6v de la creaci6n,
es el rinico que considera al semcji.urte
ccmo su enemigo 6 inclusive Eoza y
se solaza con Ia humillaci6n del pro-
pio hermano. 1'.Porque? Sr. Presiclen-
te, p,crquc su alma racional r:st6 infec-
tada con las miasmas del mercantilis-
mo religioso y porque el candor de su
cot:az6n est6 manchadc con tintes irrde-
Iebles de la intolerancia religiosa, Sal-
vemos a nuestra juventud r:vitaldo
que en sus corazones infantiles se in-
yecte el venenc del odio religioso, Mu-
chas gracias.
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